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TREATISE 


Concerning b 


WoRD of GOD. 


. 


Ps AL M cxix. 105. wart 


Thy Word is a Lamp unto my Feet, and 
a Light unto my Paths. - © 


F all other Parts of the Holy Bible, this, 
Book of the Pſalms is fill d with great- 
% O Y, es Plenty and Variety of Le 
MA ſons and Inſtructions unto eternal Liſe. 
The Choice and Flewer of all Things "Þ. 
profitable for the right Courſe of a Chriſtian Life, is 
Wan briefly contained. In them we may be ac- 
43 quainted 


N N 
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quainted-with the Majeſty and Myſteries of Gopz 
with the Sufferings of Chriff; — the unfeigned: 

| „ unwearied Patience, ſpiritual Wiſ⸗ 
dom, and wonderful Courage of the godly Man. 
In them we behold the Terrors of Wrath, and the 
Anguiſhes of an afflited Conſcience, the Comforts 
of Grace and great Deliverances, the wonderful 
Works of Providence over this World, and the 
promiſed Joys of that World which is to come. In 

2 Word, al rns known 
or done, or had, is plentifully, as out of a. rich 
_ Trealury, revealed and . offered unto us in theſe hea- 
venly Songs of David. | 


Bur above all, this duh Pſalm is, as it were, 
a precious Jewel, or clear ( al; wherein we 
may ſee the right Temper and State of true God- 
lineſs; the Marks and Properties of all true Wor- 


ſhippers of Gap; the very lively Anatomy and 
ue TOO e gracious Soul. 


Tuts whole P/alm doth conſiſt of Twenty-two 
Parts, even juſt 2 there are Letters in the 
Hebrew I ery Portion containeth 
in it eight Verſes; and mw Vale! a Por- 
tion bes with the ſame Hebrew Letter. Which 

| ſpecial, and extraordinary Penning and Diſpoſing 
of the P/alm — theſe three Things: © $1 


1. Tux diligent Intention of Mind, ind careful 
Meditation of the Author, in the Framing and 
Compoſing of it. 


2. Tus Worth of the Matter contained in itz 
in that it pleaſed Ho Spirit of S00-0\brliver it in 
choice and ſpecial Order. 


3 Naw: 
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, 
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de Won of GOD. # 


A Des1Rs and Purpoſe, that it might moge 
earn d by Heart; ann 55 


* 


EIS 


Tuts Part, which we have now in Hand, is; 

. the Fourteenth; and contains in it many gracious, 
Leſſons, for our Inſtruction in heavenly Things 
propoſed unto us out of the Practice 

of David, that holy Prophet and Man 7 Gon 


- In the thirteenth Portion Did had delivered, 
ſpecially two Things. 


' FizsT, How by his Love, Reading, Study, 
and Meditation in Gop's Word, he bad attained. 
moſt excellent Knowledge, Wiſdom and Under». 
ſtanding; ſo that thereby he was become far more. 
wiſe than bis Enemies; that is, than Saul, and all. 
his politick Courtiers and Counſellors, of State. He. 
Ws more Under flanding than bis Teachers, than the 

eat Doctors and Rabbins; notwithſtanding their 
Learning. He underſtood more than the 
Fe RE LE the world- 


Wiſdom: and great Expe 
941 in many Lean. ee by aL 
Leſſon. 

„Nor a tbe Wit er Policy 00 al. FN. 
in the World, or worldly Wiſdom, can make 
an truly wiſe, (that is, wiſe unto! Salvation) 


— — and 0 out 
of the holy Wond of Gon. * * 


* ALL other Wiſdom: doth' e 
Body; for a temporal — 

a few (and thoſe but evil 
in a ſinful and wretched Eſtate; only, as 


of Viſitation, to be overtaken. and. fearful 


oP OE, 
. = 


= 
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founded with ſtrange Aſtoniſhments, Horrors, and 
Deſpair; and hereafter, wofully to be tormented 
in the Lake, that burns with Fire and Brimſtone. 
But Wiſdom, out of the Word of Gop, doth ſo 
furniſh a Man's Soul with Grace, and all holy Vir- 
tues, that in Deſpite of all Creatures, he may live 
comfortably in this Vale of Tears, and in endleſs 
Joys in the World to come. 


Now (I prayeyou) tell me, Whether is the truly 
wiſer Man; he, that for an Inch of Time makes 
much of his wretched Body, that muſt ſhortly rot 
in the Grave, and in the mean Time lets his im- 
mortal Soul, that can never die, ſink into the Dun- 
geon of everlaſting Miſery: Or he, which by tak- 
ing Sound and ſaving Counſel and Direction out 
of the Word of Gop, and howſoever he be hated 
and neglected of this vain World, yet yielding 
chearful and conſtant Obedience thereunto, pro- 
vides unſpeakable Comfort, Reſt and Bleſſedneſs 
both for Body and Soul, through all Eternity? 


I the four laſt Verſes of the former Portion, 
David ſets down the Fruit, Uſe and Benefit, which 
ſprung from his Divine Knowledge. It ſweeten'd 
his . with much Comfort, and cheared him 
with Jey unſpeakable and glorious, amidſt all Crofles ; 
bridled and reſtrained him from every evil Way ; 
kept and preſerved him in the Paths of Righte- 

ouſneſs; and bred in him a Hatred of the Ways of 
Error, Falſhood. and Hypocriſy. Where, by the 
Way, I would give you this other Leſſon: » 


Wi muſt be ſure, that we draw our Knowledge 
in Gop's Word into Practice, Action and Exer- 
ciſez otherwiſe, it will not only be unprofitable. 
and unfruitfull unto us, but indeed bring upon us 


a more fearful Condemnation. For, He that _ 
We | L 
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the Woxw of GOD. * 


his Maſter's Will, and doth it not, ſhall be» beaten 
with many Stripes, Luke xii. 47. Alt our Kro 
ledge is vain, except by the Power of it our Af- 
fections be ſanRified, - our Words ſeaſoned with 
Grace, our Actions and Converſations guided with- 


ſpiritual Wiſdom and unfeigned PE" 


ArTER David had thus, in the former-Puetion,. 
laid down unto us, and confeſſed what excellent” 
Knowledge he had got out of the Word of Gon, 
and the precious Fruit and Beneſit be had reaped: 


and enjoyed by it: Now, 


Ix the firſt Verſe of this greſent Portion, he 
makes, as it were, 8 on; _ he is en- 
lighten'd and led in al his Ways-only this- 

ord of Gop, as by a Eigh Cor Lanthorn — 
Brightneſs whereof doth — CE 
Ways of Righteouſnes; but abb guide him 
. he Paco of bi Life and Ao 

the his 3 
Thy Pe ee ee, Feet: [ That is, where 
oy ſee the Way to 3 and the narrow Path 

„ the Kingdom of Grace;] and a Light unto my 
Paths: [ That is, a Guide to direct me in every” 
K 42 at every Turning, that ſo I may 


| t Courſe, and the ready Way to the- 
— Glory. ] 
1 David had thus reſigned up himſelf toc 


verned by the ious L of 
Gos hoy Wo , appears in Verſes flow 
ing. 


N Ver. 106. N ſolemn Oath and 1720 
olution to keep D's righteous 5 
ments, and an unfeigned Ra, to perform the 


, 
* _ 


* > 
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4 2 *. * 


— 
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to the Word of Gop, tho' he was ſtrongly incom- 
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ſame; I have ſworn, and will perform it, that I 
will keep thy righteous Fudgments. 


SECONDLY, in Fer. 107. by his Patience and 
Sufferance of Wrongs, Diſgraces and Afflictions, 
which the wicked and prophane World heap'd upon 
him, for his Profeſſion of Holineſs and wig 36 
For, except he had loved and followed the Light 
of Divine Truth, whenſoever the Fire of Perſecu- 
tion and Tribulation, becauſe of the Word, had 


been kindled againſt him, he had ſhrunk back and 


fallen away: 7 am afflifted very much, quicken me, 
O Log, according to thy Mord. a 


THIRDLY, in Fer. 108. by the Offerings of 


his Mouth, and Calves of his Lips; that is, the 


ſpiritual Sacrifices of Prayers and "Thankſgiving, 
and gracious Vows for God's Service, which, with 
a fervent Spirit, and earneſt Defire of Acceptation, 
” oy offered unto the Lox D: O Lord, 

beſeech Thee, accept the free-will Offerings of my 
Mouth, and teach me thy Judgments. 7 | 


FovnrTHLy, in Ver. 109, 110. by his ſticking 


palled with Snares, with Dangers and with Death 
itſelf: His Soul was continually in his Hand.: That 
is, that he was ready and reſolved every Hour, ra- 
ther to part with Life, than with a good Conſci- 
ence; to ſhed his Blood, rather than to forſake 
the Truth of GOD. My Soul is continually in my: 
Hand, yet do I not forget thy Law. The Wicked 
have laid a Snare for me, yet I erred not from thy 
Precepts. _ 
_ I the two laſt Verſes, upon the former Reaſons 
he concludes the Point: That his Heart and Aﬀec- 
tions dearly embrace Go D's bleſſed Word, as 1 
' a mo 


the Wox D of GOD. 11 


moſt rich and laſting Inheritance; and, that he 
bends all the Powers of his Soul, to follow the Light 
thereof, even unto the End. Thy Teftimontes have 
I taken 7 an Heritage fo f rever, for they are the Re- 
joicing of my Heart. I have inclined my Heart to 
perform thy Statutes ahoay, even to the End. 


Tuus you ſee in general the Meaning of this 
Portion. 


Now I come to a more particular 6 
of every Verſe in Order; and thence to ſuch 
ue, as may beſt inſtruct us in che Way to 

caven. an 


Davip tells us, in the firſt Verſe: That God's 
Mord is a Lantborn to his Feet, and a Light wnto 
his Paths: Which, that you may better underſtand, 
I will e unto you mem bl 


Tur mird may be taken three Ways. wool 


1. Fon the ſubſtantial Word of Gop, the ſe- 
cond Perſon in the Trinity, Jabs i. 1. In the Be- 
ginning was the Word, and the Ward was GO. 


2. Ir may be taken for the written Word; as it 
only ſtrikes the Ear, and informs the Underſtand- 
ing; but is not conveyed into the "Heart by the 
powerful Affiſtance of Gop's Spirit. And ſo the 
Word is heard and I NE * ane Ne 
turns unfruitful. 


. IT may be taken for the effeftual Word, as 
it is the Power of Go unte Salvation; as it is 
rightly underſtood, applyed unto the Heart and 
Conſcience, poſleſt of the Thoughts and Aﬀecti- 

on and * in the Liſe and — 
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This Word thus applied by the Spirit of Gon, was a 
Light unto David's and ſo is a Guide unto 
the Paths of all true riſtians, Wb 


Tnar you may underſtand how the Word is 4 
Light, you muſt conſider, 


- * 
1. Tuar Chrift is called Light, John i. 4: The 
Miniſters are called the Light of the World, Mate. 
v. 14. The Faithful-are Liekts, Phil. ii. 15, 16. 
Tie Way of the Righteous (faith Solomon, Prov. iv. 
18.) 2 as the Light, that ſhineth more and more 
anto the perfect Day. The Word of Gop is called 
a a Light; as in this Place. But firſt, 


t of Himſelf, and originally; 
He is the ever in of all the Ligbt of 
Grace and Glo — —_ He 
is called, The 925 of Righteouſneſs. The Sun, you 
know, hath his Light rooted in his — 
dy, and receives that from none other; and with 
that, He enlightens the Moon, the Stars, the Air, 
the Earth, and all the World: Even fo the bleſſed 
Son of Gon, the Sun of Righteouſneſs, hath in 
Himſelf, and from Himſelf, the Light of all Wiſ- 
dom and Knowledge, Merey and 3 
from Him floweth- whatſoever Light of Gl 
revealed unto his bleſſed. Saints and Angels in * 
ven, or vrhatſoever Light of Grace is ſhed into the 
- Hearts of his bleſſed Saints and Angels in Heaven, 
or whatſoever Light of Grace is ſhed into the 
Hearts of his Sons and Servants upon Earth. 


7. 


+: +2: Tur Preachers of the Word are Miniſters 

and Meſſengers of this Light miniſterially. 0 
-are as.the Stars, and ſo they are called, 

They receive all their Light ſrom the Sun of Rig 


; woe” 4 ſeonſeſi, 


Cunls r is * 


n 


ie Won Db GOD. 11 
7, Cbri , and either do or ſhould con- 
S rrowed Beams upon the carth- 


G55 that they mig he turn from 5 to Light 
fm te Pr of Stan un Gop, Aatr xxvi. 18. 


3. Taz Word is Light inftrutmenally; which 


being powerfully ſanctiſied unto us for our Salva= 


tion, and being holden out unto us by a lively 
Miniſtry, is as a Candle or Torch, to guide us 
through the Darkne® o& uu Muse unto * E 
ternal Reſt. *. % "> 

4. LasTLY, the Faithful are Lights, as » they 
receive this Light, 1. Into their men jours 4 
whereby they ſee the Wonders of Gop's Law, the 
Secrets of his Kingdom, and the great M of 
Godlineſs, and the Way to Heaven. 2. Into 
Conſciences ; whereby they have their ſinful, mi- 
ſerable State by Nature diſcovered unto them, and 
the Way to Ci for Remedy and Salvation. 3. In- 
to their rAﬀeRtions; whereby they are enkindP with 


Zeal fer God's Truth, Honour and Service. I In- 


totheir Actions and Converſation; they ſhrne 
as Lights in the World, amidft a crook S 
Phil. . 15. And after the Sun of e 

once riſen in their Hearts, like the 2805 in ir- 
mament, they ſhine more and more, in all holy 
Virtues, wrt the perfect Day, "untill they reach the 


Heighth of 'Heaven, and the full N of the 


Saints of 'Gop. 18 
r Ren is W bis Mind and Ua 


ing; his Affections, Thoughts, Actions; his 


v ole Life, all his Wa All theſe in D 
were guided by the rune Gop' 5 Wen * 


cold and darkſome Hearts of ths People of 


N 224 34s 2+: Laer, 
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LAST, by Paths are meant every particular 
Step; now: Turning and narrow — x his 
1 doth not only guide a Man's Feet into the 

/ay of Peace, and put him into the right Way to 
Heaven; but alſo goes along with him, enlightens 
and directs every Step, that his Feet do not flide. 
It fo informs him with ſpiritual Wiſdom, that he 
lays hold on every Occaſion for the glorifying of 
God; deſcries every little Sin, and Appearance of 
Evil; 3 Circumſtance in his Actions, 
with = ience, and Warrant out of 
Gop's Word. 


Tuts then is the Meaning of this Verſe. David 
had the Word of Gop 
his Soul, as a Light: that. 

Life, and Safety. of the Body, in dark and 
ous Places; - ſo Was this Light to the Life and 


Actions; his whole Life, all his Ways, and every 
particular Step and Paſlage thereof. 105 


Tunis Verſe being thus underſtood, let us now 


Tux firſt ſhall be this: There is no Man can 
hit the Way to Heaven, or walk in the Paths of 
Righteouſneſs, through the Kingdom of Grace, 
unto the Kingdom of Glory, except he be en- 
li informed, inſtructed in the Holy 
— NT ITS . 
Tus Second ſhall be this: The Word of Gop 
is a Light, not only to guide us into the Way to 
Heaven, and inſtruct us into our general Calling 


} 
t 
[2 
1 
I 
} 
t 
7 
\ 
| 
: 
£ 
( 
| 
g 


ide Won D GOD. tg 


of Chriſtianity ; - 
Courſe of Gallus, ane n y pen 
cial Calling. bas gon 


ad$ P 


itz fiſt follow PO ae 2B Ye which 
* e Words I thus en ere 2 


No Man pay rſt Fn che Entrance, —— 
hit the Way to Heaven, except he 3 
and led along by the Holy, Word of Gong 5 


Tur Reafors of this Dodtrins may be thee 
which follow: © n F908 


Tas firſt & es A 
N r N 8 


ALL SEED 
ledge in the Si e 
this- Buſineſs: 


34 y n 


. K. 


ul l den they ed themſelves to be 
they became Fools, Wk Pak, Rome, 22. 
wete pu 


Wike 


for the Want of Divine Truth, 
Souls in another World, and their 
came into the Book of Life. Where is the Wiſe? 

(faith Paul in another Place) Where is the Stride? 
Where is the Di of this World? As if he hould 
have ſaid: All the Knowledge of che Doc- - 
63 in the World, without 
B 2 Grace 
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Grace, vaniſheth into. Nothing; into. Vain-glory, 
Emptineſs and Air; nay, caſts them with 
Horror and Confuſion, into the Pit of Hell. Euer 
Man (faith Feremiah) is a Beaſt by his own Know- 
lage, Fere. x. 14. Except, beſides all other 
Knowledge, he be , enlightened from above, and 
have that Divine Knowledge ſanctified unto him, 
he can come no nearer the Happineſs of Heaven, 
than a very Beaſt. n 1 


2. WortLpLy Wiſdom and Policy is fo far 
from making Men wife unto Salvation, that: is 
not only ſtark Fooliſhneſs with Gon, but it de 
ſtrongly ſet itſelf, and is at Enmity againſt Gop. 
— faith, Gop; 1 will dſtrey the M iĩſum of 
the Bhs. nd will 20% en the Unler Banding 7 
the Prudent, 1 Cor. i. 19. Abitephel was fo wile 
even in the Affairs of Kingdoms, and Buſineſs of 
State, that the Counſel which he colunſelled in -thoſt 
Days, was like as if ane had aſked Counſel at the Ora- 
ip, and yet all this great Wiſdom. in the 

[terminated in extream Folly : For upon a 
little Diſgrace in the World, he ſaddled his Aſs; 


and went' Home unto bis City, and put his Howſhold i 


in Order, and hanged himſelf, 2 Sam. 
ni., 23. yore; 115 211 {4 
Al rnovqn the End of all worldly Wiſdom be 
not ſo ſhameful in the Eye of the World, yet un- 
doubtedly it is moſt miſerable in the World to 
come, except their Wiſdom be ſanctiſied by the 
Light of God's Word. Carnal Wiſdom can nei- 
ther preſerve a Man from Death, nor prepare him 
to die bleſſedly; it cannot ſtay his Life from go- 
ing, neither can it ſtop the Curſe from coming; 
it cannot deliver him from Damnation in t 
World to come, but rather encreaſeth the Grie- 
vouſneſs of his Puniſhment ann 
1 » I ept 


xvi. 23 
r 


o 4 
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kept Poſſeſſion againſt heavenly Wiſdom: It made 
him uncapable of all Inſtructions: It made 
him impatient of any Rebuke, and held him in 

norance and Difobedience all his Life. * 


3. No good Meanings or Intentions, et 
K and Warrant in the Word of God, 
will ever ſerve our Turn for Salvation; nay, in- 
deed they are abominable in Go»'s Sight; how- 
ſoever, T houſands deceive themſelves in this Point. 
Uzzah had a good Meaning, when he put his 
Hand to the Ark of Gop, and held it; for the 
Oxen ſhook it: But notwithſtanding, the Loxn 
was very wroth with Uzzab, and Gop ſmote him 
_" n — rho 

eanings, when | 

2 from Heaven to conſume the —.— that 
would not entertain Cbrit; but Jeſus rebuked 
them, and told them, they knew not what Spirn 
they were of. Saul had a good Meaning, 
ſpared Agag, and the beſt of the Sheep 

en, to them unto the Loxp ; but not- 
withſtanding, Samuel tells him, That be bad done 
wickedly in the Sight of the LoRD, and = the 
Lokp had rent the Kingdom Iſrael 7 4— bim that 
Day. Peter had a good Meani he would 
not ſuffer Chrift to waſh his Feet; but Jeſus an- 
ſwered him, and told him, If 1 wafh thet nat, thou 
Halt have no Part with me. . 
are wicked Mi of the true Service of Gop, 
they be guided by Knowledge and Ground 
the Book of Gop. Let no Man then tell 
of his good Meani LT he be i 
Will and Word of : For 
never ſerve the Turn; it will ner 


ann „ a LHR: 2 
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4. No Will-worſhip, or Will-ſervice, no vos 
luntary Religion, as the Apoſtle calls it, Col. ii. 
23. which is framed out of a Man's own Brain, 
without Ground or Warrant in the Book of Gop; 
though it be performed with never fo glorious a 
Shew of Zeal, will be any Way available for our 
eternal Happineſs: Nay, indeed, it is moſt odious 
in the Eyes of Gop, and ever liable to a very high 


Degree of his Vengeance. 


Tux * whip I IT 
cy, perpetual Poverty, and bedience; 
* is their Profeſſion and Practice both 
bloody and idolatrous. When the Jews worſhip- 
ped Gon after the deviſed Faſhions of the Gentiles, 
though their Meaning was to worſhip nothing but 
Go, yet the Text faith, they worſpipped Devils, 
Deut. 1ii. 17. And Gop there proteſts, that 
therefore a Fire was hindled. in his Wrath, that 
Should burn unta the Battom of Hell, and ſet on Fire 
the Foundations of the Mountains. So hated of Al- 
mighty (Cop is all Service and Worſhip deviſed by 
_ it of Man, without Warrant in the Word 
of Goo. 5 f 


5. LASTLY, not the Word of Gop itſelf in the 
Letter, without the ſpiritual Meaning, and the 
Finger of God's Spirit to apply it powerfully to 
our Souls, is able to bring us into the Light of 
Grace. This appears in Nicademus, who was a 
— Doctor in the Law, a Mafter and Teacher in 

ſrael; yet was a very Infant and Ideot in the 
Power of Grace, and Myſtery of Godlineſs. For 
all his Learning in the Letter of the Law, he had 
not yet made one Step towards Heaven; for he 
was not only ignorant of, but had a very abſurd 
and groſs Conceit of the New Birth; which is the 
very rſt Entrance into the Kingdom of _— 
us 


the Worn of GOD. 1g 


Thus you ſee, there can, no other Means de 
named; not all human Knowledge, nor worldly 
Wiſdom, nor good Meanings, nor Will-worſhip, 
nor the Word itſelf in the er, which e can lead 
us into the Ways of Righteouſneſs, or brin 

unto Heaven, but only the Light of God's b 7 
Word, holden out unto us by a profitable Mint 
ſtry, and the Power of the * 


A SECOND Reaſon of my pes lh / be 
this: No Man can ever ſee the Kingdom of Gop, 
except he born again; except he become a new. 
Creature, a new Man, as is plain in_Chri/”s 
Words unto. Nicodemus. For our New Birth, is 
the neceſſary Paſſage * Nature to Grace. It is 
b where we are eie Ao vi. * 
andified and ſet apart unto Gop, from the finf 
Corruption 4 our natural Birth, and the evil 
Fruits thereof, to ſerve Gop in Body, Soul and 
Spitit. Now this New Birth mu neceſſarily 
ſpring from the immortal Seed of the Ward of Gop, 
1 Pet. i. 23. It is the Seed of our New SUD 
Salvation and Immortality. And you m 
well look for Corn to grow ® in your Ft 
without Sowing, as to look for Grace to 1 
in your Hearts, or to reap the Fruit of 3 
everlaſting. Life, except this immortal Seed, the 
Word of God, be firſt caſt into the Furrows of 
your Hearts, and be there received with Reverence 
and Attention, and nouriſhed with Prayer and 
Meditation. Hence it is, that Gop's ord is 
called, The Word s Salvation, A xiii. 26. Tie 
Wird of Grace, Aelt Xiv. 3. bbs Ward of Life, 
Phil. ii 16. | The Power of Gon ane Salvation, 
Roms i. 116, For there is, no 1 0 of Gs 97 
2 Liſe, to be had ordinar upon Earth 

vation to be hoped for in ven; except 


"_ be enlightened Pitt Knowledge, and en. 
| livened - 
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Urened with the Power of the Hol 
Gop. There is no Entring into the 
Gop, except a Man be new born. And = is 
no New Birth, without the immortal Seed, the 
Word of Gop. And therefore, without Know 
ledge and Direction in the Word of Gop, no Sal- 
vation. 


Tx third Reaſon of my Doctrine is this: The 
Word of Gop hath only the Power to ſearch into 
and to ſanctify the whole Man, even to the inmoſt 
Thoughts of the Heart. All the Devices and Ima- 
15 of Man's Heart, lie without the Walk 
of human Juſtice and Cenſure: No Word or 
Writing of Man is able to bridle them, or bring 
them within Compaſs: No Law of Nature, or 
Nations, can affright or reſtrain the Freedom and 
Wandrings of Fancy them Only the Word of Gop 


can ſearch and fant The Weapons of our 
Warfare (faith Paul) are not carnal, but -mighty 
through Gop to caft down Strong-holds; caſting down 
Tmagimations, Thing that is exalted againſf 
the Knowledge of Gop, and bringing into Captivity 


every T houg rio een gre dome. 2 Cor. x. 
42 5+ 


Thus | have this firſt Doctrine plainly pro- 
ved and confirmed unto you: n come 
unto the Uſe thereof. 


Trxrs Doctrine may ſerve for Admonidoa to 
all thoſe, who by the Light of Gop's Word have 
already found and are enter d into the Way to 
Heaven; that they would ſuffer themſelves with 
Humility, Obedience and Conftancy, to be led a- 
; in a Courſe of Sanctification, by the holy 
Guidance and Direction thereof; that — 
ſhine daily more and more in all Chriſtian 


Fon 
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Exerciſes ne Duties. For it i bebe 8 


all thoſe, who are ney · born b 

F of the Word and the Spirit 75 Gree we Si We af. 
he ter and 1 the ſi pn rome 

oy that they may grow. ther. 

al nd new Obedience. 1 TOI! 85 7 903 


" Loom to.iothene thefeah mn... * bath 
already taſted, of the good Word of Gop, and re- 
ke of into his Soul ſome Glimpſes of heavenly 
e 
7 e Of (Ihe hig OD, 7 Chr 
hi: Les Ken ia bis, hoſt Le Af 


Endeavours, to grow in all e an 
the Light of God's Word, tay Knowle © 


S8 8 


I 


bedi- 
ence unto the ſame... For it is a ſpecial Note and 
Mark of a Man, that is truly regs to go fore | 
ward and encreaſe in Grace "eng. Underſtandin 
He muſt be like the Sun, which, es in che 4 
enlargeth his glorious Light and Heat aa by 
reach the Heighth, of Heaven. Rut, as one 
notes, the true Chriſtian muſt 1 Ke Her 
3 — goal Beg mo backward. a Man 
2 ngs, he adds Weight unto 
rath of 84 G08. * 1 Joubles his Damnation. 
He muſt, not be like Zo/bug's Sun 25 ood 
It is fo far to Heaven, and the ſo narrow 
ſo rough, and full of Dangers and Diculties, tha 
Rr at a Stay, will light ſhort. The 
ridegroom will be enter d in, and the Gate ſhutz 
before he come. And he that endeavours not to 
be better, will by little and little grow worſe, and 
at length become ſtark naught. therefore muſt 
be like David's Sun, that great and glorious Giant 
of the Heavens, that lite à Bridegroom comes out 
bis Chamber, and as Champion rejciceth ta run his 
Race. One Grace in God's Child begets another 
and one holy Action, performed with ? 
1 carts 
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Heart, doth inflame his Affections with Love and 
Teal, with Courage and Reſolution, to undertake 

re, and to go through with all the Affairs of 
Gos. For Hes alone knows the invaluableWorth 
of heavenly Jewels; and therefore is raviſhed with 
their Beauty, and grows unſatiable in his Deſires 
and Longings after them. He is ſtill toiling and 
labouring in the PTiade of Chriſtianity; for more 


Aſſurance of the Joys of Heaven. If then) 

would be aſſured, exe yoo ar are in the Way of Hi 
be fare to be on by the Light of 

ord in all heayenly ge, un WI 


dom, and bay Obedience. yo Bee * 
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Adorf Uk of mis DoAtrins; is bor Inſuucdon 
te alf whether they be natural or ſpiritual; N 
tant or inſtructed in the Word of Gob: 
they make it their chief Care, he Poly 
pany: to- Hear, attend and un 

ord of 4 Nate to = e 
thereof, in u the Paſſages 
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14, S6itt Oye Revs pee tate 
Temptations, an m withdraw you thereon,” 


3. Awd laftly, fome needful Inftru&tions for 
your right Gree Grate. * 


Ons Motive to ſtir us up to a erred Ad 

tion, in heari the Word 

of the heavenly ledge therein contained, and a 

imcere Pradtice of it in our Lives and Converſa- 
tions, 


Gain of Grace, Inereaſe of Comfort, and further | 


Ss Be ww HH jd od et St ee SE bf an A cd d at , aA wt Fair eee. ths A At 


of Gop; to'a Love 
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tions, may be this: The Word of Gop is, as it 
were, an Epiſtle or Latter (as one of the Fathers 
calls it) written from GoD Almighty unto us miſera» 
ble Men; ——— — ſcaled by his 
Spirit; witneſſed by his Angels; conveyed unto us 
by his Church, the Pillar and Ground of 7 . 
confirmed with the Blood of Millions of 
which hath already Thouſands of 


Heaven, and fills every that underſtands it, 
| a ly ity by it, ou Light and Life, 
with Grace us A 


Man to — ET nag y an 
carthly hinefor Gone — 8 
granted him for ital Crime, | 
. 
he | ſhould | be fore warned of ſome imminent 
Danger over his Head, and ready | 
Hour to upon him; or, wherein he Soul 
have aſſured and confirmed unto him, under the 
King's Seal, ſome rich Donation or great Lordſhip: 
I ſay, if a Man ſhould —— | 
ſome Potentate upon Earth, wherein any of theſe 
Favours ſhould be conveyed unto him, how reve- - 
rently would he receive it? How would 
he accept of it? How often would he read it? How 
warily would he keep it? Why in this and 
lacred Letter ſent from the King bath of 
Earth, all theſe Favours and a Thouſand more, 
are — Fnge — that, we — p 
mpenitency, we fall into the Pit of Hell: In that 
we have promiſed and given unto us the Pardon of 
our Sins, whereby we ſtand guilty of the ſecond 


Death, and the endleſs Torments of the Damned: 
comforted 


By the Virtue of it, we are not 
ith Grace in this World but — —ů— 
be crown'd with Glory and 
Warld to come. — — 

0% 


— 
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Power and Majeſty, ſent unto us miſerable Men, 

Nature ' wretched and forlorn Creatures, Duſt 
and Aſhes. Wh , with what Reverence, 
Chearfulneſs and Zeal, ought we to receive, read, 


| hear, mark, learn, underſtand and obey it? 


A sEcoxnD Motive may be the precious and 
divine Matter, which is contained in the Book of 
God, and that true and ever-during Happineſs, 
to which it alone can bring us. "There is nothin 
handled in the Word of Gop, but Things of great 
Weight and higheſt Exce As the infinite 
Majeſty, Power and Mercy of Gop; the unſpeak- 
able Love and ſtrange Sufferings of the Son of 
Gop; the mighty — miraculous Working of the 
Holy Spirit upon the Souls of Men. There is no- 
thing in this Treaſury, but orient Pearls and rich 
Jewels; as, Promiſes of Grace, ſpiritual Comfort, 
Confuſion of Sin; the Triumph of Godlineſs, 
Refreſhing of wearied rey vs: 1-19 je 

Is, the Folinefs of Saints, the State of Heaven, 
alvation of Sinners and everlaſting Life. What 
Swine are they, that neglecting theſe precious 
Pearls, root only in the Earth, wallow in worldly 
Pleaſures, feed upon / Vanities, tranſitory 'Trafh, 
and vaniſhing Riches, - which in their greateſt Necd 
will take them to their Wings, 'lik# an Eaple, and fy 
unto the Heavens ? Beſides, only the Word of Gop is 
able to prepare us for true Happineſs in this World, 
and to poſſeſs us of it, in the World to come. That 
alone begets in us a true and univerſal Holineſs; 
without which, none ſhall ever ſee the Face of Gov: 
For it is impoſſible to live the Life of Glory in 
Heaven, if we live not here the Life of Grace in 
all our Ways. It is called the immortal Seed, be- 
cauſe it renews us both in our Spirits, Souls and 
Bodies: In our Spirits; that is, in Judgment, Me- 
mory and Conſcience: Ia our Souls; that is, _—_ 
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Will and Aﬀections: In our Bodies; that is, in e- 
very Member. If the Prince of this World hath 
not blinded the Eyes of our Minds, it ny is able 
to enlighten our Unde to rectify. our 
Wills, to ſanctify our Hearts, to mortify our Af- 
fections; to ſet David's Door before our Lips, that 
we offend not with our Tongues; to ſet Job's Door, 
before our Eyes, that behold not Vanity; to ma- 
nacle our and Feet with the Cords and 
Bands of God's Law, that they do not walk or 
work wickedly: Nay, and it is able to furniſh us 
with Sufficiency of ſpiritual Strength, to continue 
in all theſe good Things unto the End. And if we 
be once thus qualified, we are rightly prepared for 
the Glory, that is to be revealed, before, this 
holy Word did tranſlate us from the Darkneſs of 
Sin, into the Light of Grace; it can now much 
more eaſily, with Joy. and Triumph, bring us, 
from the Light of to the Light of Immor- 
tality, and everlaſting Pleaſures at Go D's Right 
Hands oil v9 19.09 Gig: Q i e 
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8 A THIRD _—_ may be this: oe 7 
| judged by the Word of Gop at the «4 
U any Man (faith Chriſi, John xii. 47, 48.) ler my. 
d Viradt, and believe not, I judge him not; for 1 tame 
„%% judge the World, but to fave the Warid: | He 
is WY bat refuſeth Me, and recerveth not my Words, hath 
d, one that judgeth bim; the Word that I have ſpoken, 
at f all judge bim in the la Day. Whenſoever we 
(; ¶ {hall come to Judgment, (and we little know how 
p: near it is) two Books be laid open unto us: 
in the one, of Gop's Law; another, of our own 
in WJ Conſcience : The former will tell us what we 
be- ſhould have done; for the Lo Rx D hath revealed it 
ind to the World, to be the Rule of oug, Faith and of 
je- all our Actions: The other will us what we 
have done; for Conſcience is a — 
Vor. IX. C ight, 


momy of the Lok p is ſure, and giveth Wiſdom unto 
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Light and Power in our Un ö 
treaſures up all our particular Actions, againſt the 
Day of Trial; diſcovers unto us the Equity or 
Iniquity of them; and determines of them, either 
with us or againſt us. Now we muſt not take any 
ion againſt the firſt; that is, the Law of 
Go: For the Law of Go (faith David, Eſal. 
xix. 7.) is perfect, converting the Soul; The Tefti- 


the Simple. We cannot againſt the Second; that 
is, the Book of our Conſcience: For it was ever 
in our Keeping; no Man could corrupt it; there 
is nothing writ in it, but with our own Hand. 
Now, in what a terrible Caſe will a Man be at 
that Day, when he ſhall ſee the Book of God laid 
open before him; in the Light whereof he ſhould 
have led all his Life, and by which he is now to 


ED and yet know himſelf to have had no 


— — 


by 
mall be awaken'd, open'd, exmic'd; it will * 
forth nothing, but the Worm that never dies; ex -· 
cept it hath been formerly in this World enl 


== 
od, purged an and ſanRified by the Word of 
and the of the Lamb. | Moſt accurſed then, 
and forlorn, will be OR 
de Na ef al 


_ his Conſcience, 
but Guilt and Horror: When 
Gop, after which he _ 
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rant, wicked and unrepentant Sinners, ſhall be 
his Portion, in the Lake that burns with W 
Nine for evernmore- 


A FOURTH Motive may be, That fearful Po- 
niſhment and DeſtruQion, wi which at length will cer - 
tainly befall all negligent and contemptuous Hearers 
of the Word, and thoſe that practiſe not the Power 
thereof in their Lives and Converſations. I bo- 
rr 
E out of that 
Houſe, or that City, ſhake off the Du of your Feet ; 
3 Soon a it holl be tafier for them the 
Land of Sodom and Gomorrah, in the Day of Fu uſer 
ment, than for that City. The infamous A 
nations, the damnable and crying Sins of the l 
domites are known unto all. Who hath not heard 
of thoſe Floods of Fire and Brimſtone, which ſwept. 
them away, as the hatefulleſt Creatures that lived 
upon Earth? How rueful then; how lamentable 
will be their Condition, who are liable to more 
horrible Plagues than theſe? | We ſhould therefors 
conſider, that the negligent, and un Hear- 
ing of the Word of Gop, r 
er Weight, and more fearful 
we ordinarily y imagine. When we bern Mini 
ſters, and Am of Gon, delivering his 
Will unto us, we are to Conceive, that in a more 
ſpecial Manner, we ftand in the Preſence of the 
great Gop of Heaven and Earth, who is'cloathed 
with infinite Terror, Power and Majeſty ; and we 
ought to proportion our Behaviour with Reverence, 
ban and Obedience, to ſo a Preſence. 
Princes will not endure at their 
Hands. They cannot abide to have their 


7 INN — Foot. Why then 
ſhould the Loro of Glory, of Juſtice ny, 
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bear ſuch Indignities at the Hands of ſinſul Men? 
Certain it is, if we weigh aright the Greatneſs of 
that Gop, before whom we ſtand, and our own 
Vileneſs, we ſhould hold it moſt juſt, if he ſhould 
preſently in the Place where we ſtand, puniſh our 
Sleevineſs, Talking, wandering Thoughts and ir- 
reverent Carriage at hearing his Worg, with ſome 
ſudden and remarkable Vengeance, to be a Specta- 
cle unto others, for neglecting ſo great a Salvation. It 
is Gop's great Mercy, that ſuch Plagues and Judg- 
ments are reſpited and deferred; for all the Curſes 
in the Book of Gop do naturally, deſervedly, and 
in the Courſe of Go p's Juſtice, belong unto the 
negligent Hearer, and diſobedient unto the Word 
of Gop. All theſe Curſes (faith Moſer, Deut. 
xxviii. 49.) ſhall come upon thee and purſue 2 
and overtake thee, till thou be deftroyed, becauſe thou 
obeysf not the Voice of the Lon thy Gov. 


e. in the ſecond Place to the Lets, 
whereby a Man may be hindered from | 
the Word of Gop, profiting by it, and ne 
W 


A main Hindrance is certain prophane and 
unwarrantable Conceits, which are entertained in 
the Hearts of ignorant and wilful People. 


Sour think that there is no ſuch great Need 
of — Sermons, and frequenting holy Aſ- 
ſemblies. aſk; What can we not fave our 
Souls unleſs — go ſo often to Church? Have we 
not the Bible, and other good Books at Home to 
read? nnen 


| Tunr mi as well aſk; Can we not hows. a 
Harveſt unleſs we have a Seed- Time, and Rain, 
yea, both the former and the latter Rain? Or can 
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we not live except we have Meat? Certainly, no. 

No more can any Man be ſaved, unleſs he follow 
the Means appointed by Gop' for- his Salvation: 
Except he ſubmithimſelf to that Order, which Gop, 
with great Wiſdom, hath eſtabliſhed in his Church. 
Gor Himſelf hath appointed a publick Miniftry 
- the Church; Paſtors and Teachers for the Ga- 
ering of the Saints; and is it fit that any private 
— ſhould croſs Gop's publick Ordinances? 
No; It is both Inconvenient and Wicked, and 
God's B is never to be looked for, upon any 
Action and Exerciſe, though winds dhect- ng oe 
felf, if his Will be 1 | 


'Ye a, but ſome will ſay; It is good indeed ſome- 
times now and then to hear a Sermon; but what 
needs ſo much Preaching, and Sermon upon Ser- 
er they have us Aire ny FRE upon 


— N W. 
Word of Liſe; and he hath no true Taſte of holy 
Things, who loaths this ſpiritual Manna, though 
never ſo often rained from Heaven. There is no 
faving Knowledge of Gop in that Man, who de- 
fires not to grow in che Knowledge of the Lons 
Jeſus Chrift. Would we not think him diſtracted 
that would thus reaſon? I hope I have eaten Meat 

enough heretofore, and furniſned with ſuf- 
ficient Stren . no more: E- 
ven Juft ſo de 


ven. 2 
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Ov Fore- fathers wanted that glorious Noon- 
tide of the Goſpel of Feſus Chrift, which we by 
the Mercy of Gop enjoy. And therefore whoſo- 
ever-of them periſhed without them, ſhall certainly 
be beaten with fewer Stripes, than thoſe that ſhut 
their Eyes againſt the blefled- Sun-ſhine of God's 
holy Truth, which is ſhed round about us; and 
F it be bid, it is hid 0 _ to thoſe that periſh, m 
whem the God of this World bat Minded the Bye 

their Mind. — if it pleaſed the — in 

is ſecret Judgment, to ſuffer ſome of our Fore-fa- 
thers to live and die under the Darkneſs of Anti- 
chriſt; how much are we bound to bleſs Gop, 
that we are brought up in the Light of the Goſpel? 
And what heavy Plagues and great Damnation do 
we bring upon ourſelves, if we neglect or deſpiſe 
ſo great Salvation ? 


WELL, but (will others ſay) to the 99 of 
eternal Life, what needs ſo much ne gy, ſo much 
Preaching, Catechiſing, Expou 
and Praying with our 4 — are — — 
and ſo often urged upon us? When all comes to 
all, this is the Sum and End of all: To fear 
Go, and keep his Commandmeuts ; that we may 
love God above all, and our Neighbour as ourſelves: 
And , hm without all this Ado. 


Too fear Gon, and keep his Commandments, 

(which is the whole Duty of Man) and to love Gop 
above all, and our Neighbours as ourſelves, are Mat- 
ters indeed ſoon ſpoken, but not eaſily learned and 
— Is it enough, think you, to make a Man 
Carpenter, or Maſon, to ſay; That Trade 
ay learned; and, I. know as much as the beſt 
Workman can tell me: To build an Houſe, is no- 
thing but to lay the Foundation, to rear the Walls, 
and cover ãt with a Roof? Is it enough neo 

b 
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New Birth and 
Coolings by the Mercies of Gop, and Merits of 
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Huſbandman, to ſay; I know as much as the 
Huſbandman can teach me: For Huſbandry is 
nothing elſe, but to Sow and Reap? Is it enough 
to make a good Preacher, to ſay; Ir is no ſuch 

t Matter, to make a Sermon : I know as much 
in that Point, as the · beſt Scholar amongſt them 
can tell me: To preach, is nothing elſe but to ex- 
pound the Text, gather Doctrines, and make Ap- 
plications to the Hearts and Conſciences of the Hear- 
ers? But it would be long before theſe idle Vauntg 
would build Houſes, fill Barns, or fave Souls. 
There is far more required to theſe Buſineſſes, than 
ſo: There is to be undergone much Toil and Care, 
much Trouble, Expence and Exerciſe, before any 
of theſe Works can be rightly accompliſhed. It is 
even ſo in the t Work of Salton Chriſti- 
anity is not _ purchaſed and practiſed. 
There goes more to theSaving of a Soul, than to ſay ; 
If that » I hope I-can quickly learn to love 
God above all, and my Neighbour as myſelf: For 
before theſe, es many Things; as, Know- 
ledge of Gop's Will and Word; a thorough View 
of our own vey and Corruptiois, i in the Glaſs 
of the Law; ſtrange Agonies and fore Pangs in the 

age Ago for Sin, Refreſhings and 


Chriſt ; Faith, Repentance, a bleſſed. and holy 
Change i in the whole Man, both Body, Soul-and 
Spirit. And then follows new Obedience; which 
— in the Uprightneſs of our own Hearts; a 
charitable Carriage towards our Neighbours, and 
a zealous Conſtancy in all religious Duties and 
right Service of Goo: Which muſt be Univerſal, 
1 of the Object; that is, we muſt walk 

all his Commandments: Total, in Reſpect of 
the Subject; that is, we muſt ſerve him in all the 
Powers of our Soul, and Parts of our Body; in our 


"OS Words and Actions: In all which 
N Things, 
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Things, if a Man be not particularly inſtructed, 
experienced and practiſed, his Love of Gop and 
his Neighbour is but in Word and Tongue, not 
in Deed and Truth. h | 


' Wer, but where there is ſo much Preaching, 
there is much Diſquiet and Diſcontent: For Men 
are abridged of their former Paſtimes and Pleaſures, 
and urged unto more Strictneſs of Life. When as 
all was well before, in much Quietneſs and Peace; 


No marvel, though there be much Struggling, 
t Noiſe and Stir, before the frong — 11 
Goſpel can be difarm'd and diſpofſeſs'd of his Holds; 
that is, before Satan, having long reigned in the 
Hearts of i t and prophane Men, will be caſt 
out by the Preaching and Power of the Word. 
This Conqueſt coſts dear; it will not be had with- 
out Shedding the very Heart's- blood of our Boſom- 
Sin; which Fleſh and Blood will not yield unto, 
without Blows and Bloodſhed. You may aſſure 
yourſelf, where the Light of God's Truth begins 
once to peep out, and the Power of Grace to 
work, for the driving away Darkneſs, and fubdu- 
ing Prophaneneſs; you ſhall be ſure ever there to 
have three fierce and implacable Enemies ſtart up; 
Satan, wicked Men, and a Man's own 
tions. While Men lie in Sin, Ignorance, and un- 
der the Shadow of Death, Satan lets him alone, 
meddles not much with them, never troubles or 
diſquiets them, but procures them all temporal Hap- 
pineſs that can be; (for he knows, if they fo con- 
tinue, they are his own, and Children of endlefs 
Perdition:) But if once, by the Power of the Word, 
they be enlarg'd out of the Slavery of Sin and 
Death, and lay Hold upon Salvation, and 
to purſue after the glorious Liberty of the Saints, 
then the Foe begins to beſtir himſelf like an 8 
141323 4 on, 
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Lion, and labours with all Malice and Policy to 
hinder ſuch Proceedings. And in this Conſpiracy, 
he joins wito himſelf wicked Men, to rail, revile, . 
and rage againſt Sincerity: And beſides, a Man's 
own Corruption doth fret, when it feels itſelf curb'd 
by the Law of the Spirit. f1 


THE Goſpel indeed is a Gefpel of Peace: But 
of what Peace? Of Peace with Gop, with 
Men, and a Man's own Conſcience; of the Peace 
that paſſe all Underſtanding : But it ever proclaims 
open War againſt Wickedneſs, Prophaneneſs and 
Corruptions: It will have no Peace with Impiety 
and Rebellion againſt Gop. Hence it is, that our 
Saviour tells us, Ze came not to ſend Peace into the 
Earth; but rather, Fire, Debate, and the Sword; 
That is, whereſoever his Word is publiſhed pow- 
erfully, with Effect upon Souls, there it ſtirs up 
much Rage and bitter Oppoſition againſt Go 0's 
Children. For, as there is no true inward Peace 
ta the Wicked; ſo in this World there is no out- 
ward Peace to the Righteous; -but they are {till ex- 
erciſed with one Croſs and Temptation, or other; 
either the Devil, or wicked Men, are ſtill plotting 
Miſchief and Miſery againſt them. | 


Bur the Troubles that ariſe at the Preaching of 
the Word, are not cauſed by it, but by Men's Cor- 
tuptions. Would any Man think, that St. Paul, 
or his Preaching, were in Fault, becauſe there was 
much Ado whereſoever he came; and not rather 
the wicked Infidels, which could not endure to 
have their Sins reproved? Neither the Sower, nor 
the Seed, Matt. xiii. are to be blamed, that it doth 
not proſper; it is the Ground that is only in Fault: 
Which is either ſtony, or thorny, or barren; or 
elſe, it is the envious Man, that ſoweth Tares: 
The Sower doth. only his Duty, and the Seed is 


pure 
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pure and precious; it is Men's Corruptions, and 
prophane that cauſe all the Stir. Am 
four Kinds of Grounds, there is but one at 
moſt (as appears in the Parable of the Sower, Matt. 
xiii.) in which the immortal Seed of the Word 
takes Root And whom it doth not humble, it 
hardeneth; whom it makes not meck as a Lamb, 
it makes as fierce and furious as a Lion, againſt the 
Power of Grace wrought in others, and againſt the 
Profeffion and Practice of Sincerity. 


Now I come to acquaint you with ſome Sleights 
and Temptations ef Seu; where — 
bereave us of the Bleſſings of profitable Hearers, 
and to hinder the effectual Working of the Word 
in our Conſciences and Converſations. 


TE firſt Practice of Satan is to keep Men from 
diligent Hearingthe Word. If he cannot that Way 
prevail; in the ſecond Place he labours to make 
the Word fruitleſs and unprofitable unto them. 
And that he doth, by ſuch Means as theſe: 


1. Ir we break through all Lets, which might 
with-hold us from holy Aſſemblies; then Satan 
labours to work in us a Careleſſneſs and Heedleſs- 
neſs, in liſtening to thoſe Things which are deli- 
vered, and that by a Kind of Heartleſſneſs in holy 
Things, by Dulneſs of Spirit, Drowfineſs, Sleepi- 
neſs, Gazing about, Talking, or ſuch-like. And 
fuch Hearers as theſe, are never a Whit moved 
with the Word preached, but remain in the ſame 
State as they were before. PAY 


2. Bur if he cannot ſpeed this Way, but that 
we rouze up ourſelves to hear the Word of GoD, 
as deſiring with Care and good Conſcience to pro- 
fit thereby: "Then, in the ſecond Place, he * 
Sg 7 
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by all Means to fill 2 and Hearts with idle 
Muſings and wandering Thoughts which may 1 
ſtract and ſteal away our Minds from attending 

the Word: And 2 he doth, either — 
ing to us the World, and the Vanities 


reot, as 
our Affairs and Buſineſs, our Profits and Prefer- 


ments; our Pleaſures and Delights: Or, if this will 
not prevail; by caſting into our Minds Things, 


which in their own Nature may be good 
ligious; but becauſe they are 8 upon out — 
due Time, they deprive us of the Proſit of the 
preſent holy Exerciſe; which ought for the N 
only and wholly to take up our 2 


Ls this yet avail Nothing; but that we ak 
diligently and attentively, all the While, what the 
r Rr Fraps 11 


| i. In fene be makie 36 aliihels, by * — 
riſhing in them a N of Reading the Sraw- 
Ignorance in the Principles of Religion: 
So that tho' they attend never ſo well; yet they 
— not the Sermons they hear, ¶ Let 
the younger Sort therefore, to prevent this 
chief, acquaint themſclves with the Scriptures from 
—— And let the Miſery upon Ei 0 5 1 
terri igent and indul arents, I Sam. ii. 

in dl, Ber the Word ö buried as * is 


brought forth, or dies at the Church- Door. 


2. In others, he endeavours utterly to. aboliſh 
all Thought of it; to drive and baniſh it out of 
their Heads, ſo ſoon as they have heard it. And 
that thus: If Men's Hearts be harden'd through Un- 
belief, or Cuſtom in Sinning, and like the Hi 
way in the Parable of the Sowerz then the Evil 
One comes immediately, and catcheth the Setd.of 
the Word, as ſoon as it is ſown, out of the Heart; 
ag 
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as we may fee many Times Birds, hovering gre: 
dily after the Sower, to ſnatch away the Corn, be- 
fore'it take Root in the Ground: otherwiſe, if 
the World hath ſtolen Men's Hearts, then needs 
not Satan much to beſtir himſelf; he knows full 
well, that worldly Cares will preſently choak the 
Seed. As ſoon as the Sermon is ended, and they 
turn their Backs upon the Church, there come im- 
— — into their Heads whole Swarms of earthly 
Thoughts, and they are preſently plunged into the 
Carey and Faire of n: Buſineſſes. 


Ir his yet will ue cwe che Dari but that the 
Word gets within a Man, and works upon his Un- 
derſtanding; ſo that, by his diligent Hearing of it, 
he furniſhes himſelf with competent Knowledge in 
the Book of GoD; then Satan caſts about ano- 
ther Way; which is, to make him content himſelf 
With a bare fruitleſs Knowledge, without practiſin 
the Power of it in his Life and Actions; to 
contented with an Ability to diſcourſe upon Points 
of Religion, without inward Sanctification, and 
Subduing the Will and Affections to new Obedi- 
ence, and ſincere Exerciſe of Chriſtianity. So that, 
for all his Knowledge, he neither meddles with 
Converſion, nor mends in his Converſation. 


H Ie to hinder his Converſion, b 
ing in his Heart a- Prejudice againſt, 1 — 
ing the Law. 2. Diſtin * CE States of 
unregenerate Men. rencing the Chil- 
dren of Gop, and ackern — the Devil, by ſpe- 
cial Marks. 4. Preſſing the Doctrine of Cbriſ, of 
Preſſing in at the flrait Gate; and Gathering from 
r * 2 be ſaved, og ſhort 

um. 5. An him * o 2 
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Ix this will not prevail, but a Man endeavours 
to draw his Knowledge into Practice, and to reform 
his Ways; then Satan plots with all the f 
he hath, to make him reſt in alight, ſuperſici 
and partial Reformation; to content himſelf with 
an unſound, or unſaving Converſion. For, there 
may be many Changes in a Man, from worſe to 
better; and yet he not be a true Chriſtian. 


1. HE may be chan from a notorious Sin- 
ner, to a Civil honeſt Man : Whereas he hath been 
deſperate in lewd Courſes, he may grow ſober and 
moderate in his Carriage: And yet, for all this, 
continue in his Ignorance, a meer Stranger to the 
Ways of Godlineſs. 


2. FROM civil Honeſty, he may paſs on to 
formal Chriſtianity, and do and m religious 
Services; and yet lie in his Sins, and want the 
Power of Inward Sanctification. M1 


3. Ver further, by a Power of the 
Word, he in ſome Sort be inwardly enlighten- 
ed; he may have Underſtanding: and Joy by the 
Word, may do many Things after it, 

forſake many Sins; and yet, for all this he may 
come ſhort of a ſound Converſion; if he ſuffer ſome 
one Sin to reign in him; if he do not entirely re- 
ſign himſelf, his Spirit, Soul and Body to the Lok D's 
Service, and ſtudy to pleaſe Him in all Things. For 
this is a certain Rule: That true Turning unto Gon, 
and the Remaining in the Practice of any one Sing 
cannot flaud together. A- 98 | 


Turks Changes a Man may have, and yet the 
reat Work of Regeneration not be wrouglit upon 
im. For where there is a ſound Converſion, there 

a Man is wholly ſanctified unto Gop; to ſerve Him 

Vor. IX. D | in 


£ 
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in his whole Man, both Body, Soul and Spirit. 
He ſhakes Hands with all mug he ſells all for the 
| of the Goſpel ; he regards not Sin in his 

— ee eee eee 


On the other Hand, if but one Sin be unſold, 
the Man continues ſtill a Bondſlave of Hell. By 
one little Hole a Ship will ſink into the Bottom of 
the Sea. The Stab of 4 Pen-knife to the Heart, 
will as well ſpeed a Man, as all the that 
killed Cæſar in the Senate-houſe. Ihe Soul will 
be ſtrangled with one Cord of Vanity, as well as 
with all the Cart-ropes of Iniquity: Only, the more 
Sins, the more Plagues, and fiercer Flame in Hell: 
But he that lives and dies impenitent in One, it 
will be his Many and One — Poiſon will 
diſpatch a Man; and one ning Sin will bri 
him to endleis — us wh Heed — 
fore, when we go t Reformation, leſt we be 
ſurprized by this Craft of Satan. Let us reſolve 
upon a thorough Reformation 3 which, when we 
ſhall carefully and eatneſtly go about, Satan will 
be ſure to ſet upon us, as bertob did upon Ao/es 
and Aaron; when the Loxp had commanded them 
to go three Days Journey in the Deſert, to do Ser- 
vice unto Him, that by all nnn 
them in this holy Buſineſs, 


1. Ir they will needs feat Gop, He ſtands not 
much upon it, e 
and in Profeſion, ſo that they will continue in 

„ within the Kingdom of. D and lie 

ill in their Sins. 


e gel Ba eee 
of the Kingdom of Darkneſs, he is not much a- 


eren 


upon an 
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is, He will ſuffer them to forego the outward Prac · 
tice of many Sins, ſo that inwardly their Heart 


nouriſh and embrace them ſtill. 


3. Ir they deſire and endeavour to become new 
Men, both inwardly and outwardly, to be ſancti- 
hed in Actions and Affections, to ſerve Gon both 
in Soul and Body, He will yet yield ſo far, that 
they may be rid of ſome Sins, both in Heart and 
Practice; as perhaps, of Sins of Cuſtom; but then 
He will be a Sollicitor unto them, to retain other 
Sins; as perhaps, Sins of Nature. For Example: 
It may be they may both forbear the outward Prac- 
tice, and alſo inwardly loath Swearing, Drunken- 
neſs, and other ſuch like Sins of Cuſtom; but they 
will cheriſh in the Boſom of their Affections, Pride, 
Luſt, Anger, and ſuch. other Sins, the natural 


Brood of original Corruption. 
| „ 2 # 4 } 


J. Bor if! they alſo conquer theſe, then he 
tempts them mainly to continue at leaſt in World» 
lines. For this in Men's Hearts hath 

er Power, and bears mote Sway than Nature, or 
natural Affection. He will ſuggeſt unto them, that 
cager Purſuit of Gain, their Live : 
lihood, their Content and Happineſs in the World; 
io that perhaps at laſt, after all this, they reit an 
ſettle themiclyes upon Sins of Advantagey' as, unlaw+ 
ful and exceffive Gaining, Earthly-mindedncks, Serve 
ing the Times, and ſuch Abe. "Ron: vom | 
AI. . 2 N. AI o £\ 
F. Bor if by che Grace of op any be ſo ble& 
Ted, as reſolutely to paſs through all qheſe Tempr 
tatians, ſo that will not leave ſo much as an 
Hoof behind them, in his Kingdom of Darknelss 
then this ſpiritual Pharaab preſently arms himſelf 
with all the Crafts of Hell, with/Legioasof Fiends, 
I'S 2 
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all his Malice; with the Fire and furious Rage of 
prophane Wretches; with the ſharp Swords and 
impoiſoned Arrows of lying Tongues; and with all 
other Advantages, which either the loweſt Hell, or 
the wide, wicked World can afford. And Alus ap- 
inted, he purſues, with bloody and implacable 
Fury ; all thoſe who have eſcaped out of this Cap- 
tivity, far more cagerly and enviouſly, than ever 
Pharach did the Trac tes: That either he ma 
bring them back again into his Bondage, or elſe 
rake them quite away, and deſtroy them; that they 
may not attain the 7 Light of the Saints, nor do 
long Service unto the Doan: And certainly, if 
all the Power of Hell, the ſtrongeſt Temptations, 
the Scourge: of Tongues, the World's Malice, the 
ipightful Spirit of Prophaneneſs, the Frownings of 
Friends, the ſcornful Inſolencies of Enemies, the 
curſed and enticing Cries of our old Companions; 
if wicked Men, or damn'd Devils be able to prevail, 
he will be. ſure'toſtayithem, before they enter into 
the State of Grace and true Bleſſedneſs. But yet, 
if a Man put on Paul's Armour, in Eph: vi. David's 
royal Courage, Pſal. ii. 6. Moſes's Zeal, 
that he will nat leave a Hoof behind; that is, That 
he will not leave one Corruption unmortified, one 
Affection unſanctiſied, one rebellious Action unre- 
formed; one known Sin unrepented of, and unfors 
— av: one — — unperform'd, one Com- 
r 1 — he may look for 
a more . piritual verance, than 1o/es 
had a temporal: Hell and Confuſion ſhall ſwallow 
all his Enemies; but into his Heart ſhall be 
pfenifully poured Comfort, Joy and Peace; and 
upon his Head ala Crown of 1 2 1 be 
3 oben 0 7 f q 17 
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ed, and with Success: When by diligent 
ing of Gop's Word, faithfully ' urged upon 
them, they are driven to a Reformation but in Part, 
and by Halves; unſound and unſaving: So that it 
may be, they amy Sorfake Sins of Callomy as Ly- 
n 3 but keep Sins of 
Nature; as Pride, Luft, and Anger: Or it 
„ 
keep Sins of Adv 3 as, 


unlawful 
Gaining, or Grinding the Faces of the Poor: Or 
Com- 


contrarily; they may be of Chriſtian Behaviour 
abroad, and in publick; as, at Sermons, and in 
the Church: But not at Home, and in their pri- 


vate Families; never teaching, or praying with 
them. They may dem zealous in-vwOainan- 
ments of the firſt Table, and about the Service of 
Gop; but not in the Second towards their Neigh- 
dour: Or, they may deal juſtly and with 
_—_— but be void of the Knowledge and Fear of 


prevail with a Man, any of theſe 
Ways, he keeps him his on: For be that js 
ſoundly converted, juſtified and ſanQified indeed, 
muſt nceds be out of Love with every Sin, win 
the whole Courſe of Iniquity z and with Sincerity 


| Ip Shree) an 

| 

and Chearfulneſs embrace the entire Body of Chri- 
| 

f 

f 

ö 


ſtianity, and have a Regard to all Gop's Com- 
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6. Now I come to a ſixth Device of Satan, 
whereby he labours to make the Word unprofitable. 
If he cannot ſtay us in our Reformation, but that 
we will caſt -away all Sins, then he ſeeks by all 
Means to hinder our Continuance. If the Seed 
of the Word be received with Joy, and ſpring up 
for a Time, he raiſeth Perſecution, Tribulation or 
Croſſes, wh it is blaſted, and comes to no- 
thing. The unclean Spirit may for a Time go out 
of a Man, and walk through dry Places; but 
if it be poſſible, he will return with ſeven other 
Spirits worſe than himſelf: And the End of that 
Man is worſe than the Beginning. A Man may 
fly from the Pollution of the World, but by the 
Policy of Satan, he may be entangled again-there- 
in: He may be waſh' d for awhile, and yet afterwards 
wallow again in the Mire of Sin: He may be en- 
dued with an inferior SanRification of the Spirit; 
and afterwards tread under Foot the Son of G 0D: 
He may be a Partaker of the Holy Gheft, and yet, 
after a Time, fall away to the very Deſpiting of the 
Spirit of Grace. 1 200 


42 


Lr every Man take Heed then, in the Name 
of Gop, leſt by the Temptations of Satan he be 
turned back again from a good Courſes. leſt after 
he be waſhed, he wallow again in the Mire of 
Worldlineſs and worldly Vanities ; and after he 
hath eſcaped the Filthineſs of the World, left he be 
again entangled therein. Let us beware of Long- 
ing after thoſe Sins, which we to reform; 
let us not luſt again after the Fleſh · Pots of Egypt, 
after-we are in ſome Sort enlarged from the 
Bondage of Sin, and Tyranny of the helliſh Phe» 
raab. It is a fearful Curſe to continue in Hard+ 
neſs of Heart and finful Courſes: But to leave them 
for a little, and to ſink back again, is to have 


God's Gur/e bitter againſt us, (if we repent mob 
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and the Fire of Hell made more hot for us. % 
Man (as it is, Heb. vi. 4, b.) hath. once been enlight+ 
end, and then fall away, it is impeſſible ta — re- 
xarved by Repentance. | know that Place adage 
pally to bo underſtood of the higheſt Degree of 
— but he that falls away from any good 
Courſe, falls towards that irrecoverable Fall, and 
makes himſelf more uncapable of Repentance, than 
if he never had been enlighten'd: And it .is. juſt 
with God, to puniſh ſuch with a — "ou 
and Hoarts that cannot repent. 0 


Ir then nearly concerns us, when once we — 
felt the Sweetneſs of Grace, and tafted of the Pet 
ers of the World to come; to drink deeper of the 
Waters of Life, and to follow hard towards the 
Mark, for the Prize of the high Calling of Gop in 
Chriſt Jeſus. When we feel any good: Motions 
ariſe in our Hearts, let us labour to follow them, 
to nouriſh: them, to blow them up, to make a Fire 
of them; leſt they only make a Haſh, and paſs a- 
way as the Lightning. Let us put them in Pracz 
tice 0 Zeal and Ceaftaney, that we be not as 
the unfaithful Waters, which in the Summer are 
dried up; or as the dead Trees, which periſt in 
Winter: But that we remain pure and perſect, as 
the living Waters and Olives of the Loxpi Let 
us make a Covenant, even a Covenant (as the Scrip+ 
ture ſpeaketh) / Salt, durable and perpetual, with 
the LoRD, to live before him in Holineſs and 
Righteouſneſs all the Days of our Life: For to 
him that goes through with his holy Buſineſs, that 
heits the good Fight of Faith, finibeth his Gaurſe 
and overcomes; to him, and to him alone, ſhall all 
thoſe glorious Bleſſings be performed, which are 
promiſed in eb Fe, nary r of the Revelation To 
eat of the Tree of Li iſe, 1 80 10 an the Midſt of the 


Paradiſe of GoD; „ | 
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To eat eat of the Manna which is hid, and to have the 
white Stone of Kittery giuen bim; To baue Power 
r — 
with heavenly Brightneſs, like the Morning Star ; To Wi 
be cleathed with white Array, (that is, with heaven- | 
2 and to haue his go continued in the 
of Life; e area A e 
that is, a firm and immoveable Place 
Glory;) To fup with Chriſt, and to fit with Hin 
pen bis Throxe forever. Thus ſhall ke be honour- 
ed and cro with the Excellency, Fulnefs and 
Nas of all Leb. Joy and Happineſs, who en- 
5 with Sincerity, and ally ends his Rac: 
of Holmes, and conquers in his Fight. 
But ol fearful Mon, (it iv, Rev. fe who 
flip bac 


for Fear of Men, or Love of the World, 
or to ſerve the Times; all faint-hearted Men in 
the Lory's Battles, ſhall be puniſhed | with Unbe- 
 lirvers, 'with the Abominable, with Murtherers and 
4, with [dolaters and Liars, in thi 
which burns with Fire and Brimftone; which 
is the ſecond Death. | 


Ir the cruel Dragon cannot devour che Wo⸗ . 
man's Child ſo ſoon as ever it is brought forth ; if 8 
he cannot reign again in a „brought 
forth by the Power of the Word, in the Womb of 
the Church; he caſteth out after him, Floods of 
outward Croſſes and - Vexations. If he cannot 
r he will vex him in his 
Body, Goods, or g ame. If he cannot hindet 
him of Heaven, 12 vill give — 
Earth. If he cannot bring him into Diſgrace with 
Gon, e 
Malice, and Diſcountenance 
will do his worſt, to load him 'w 1 
Diſcouragements; Toren, Slade Seng. 
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Railings, Reproaches, Contempts, and a un 


other Perſecutions. 


Bur in ſuch Caſes as theſe, let every Child 
of Gop comfort himſelf by ſuch g gs as 
theſe: 


FirsrT, It is a Decree of Heaven, reſolved nokia 
and ratified by the Lox D our Gop, confirmed by 
the Experience of all the Patriarchs and Prophets, 
of the Apoſtles and Profeſſors of Chrift, of all the 
Saints and Servants, nay, and of the Son of Gop. 
Himſelf; that, through many Tribulations we muſt 
enter into the Kingdom of Hleaten. So often there- 
fore as we ſhall ſee any Afflictions coming towards 
us, let us acknow them to be ſo many Marks, 
that w are in the to Heaven: through which, 
if we but walk a lle further with Patience, we 
ſhall deſcry a Crown of Glory, which is dur own 
forever. ' 


* 
9 


5 43 C17 Ay 
u acenbhpr, Though by this Means, b theſe 
outward Croſſes and —— Satan byte 
upon us the very Gall of his Bitterneſs, the — 
of his Malice, ànd Arrows of his: Spight; yet, by 
the merciful and medicinal Hand of God, they are 
returned upon his own Head ; they ſtrike through 
the Heart of Sin, and become as precious Reſtora- 
tives, to repair in us the Decays of ſpiritual Life: 
For in God's Children, 7 2 — and Afflictions 
ave theſe e eee + git 0 Coin, 
£ 49567 
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1. i Tubr Rartle-us oute? — Careleſſ. 
neßs and Coldneſs: They breed in us a Senſe of 
our own Wants, and the N of Gon Pro- 
vidence and Protection: They add Oil unto the 
as 66 dur 2. Love, put Life into our te- 
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ligious Exerciſes, and Power and Spirit into our 
Prayers. 


2. Tun curb and controul the Pride, Inſo- 

and Impatience of our Nature : They cool 
and kill the Heat and Intemperance of our Aﬀec-+ 
tions: They weaken indeed the whole old Adam in 
us, with all his Luſts, and Concupiſcence ; but 
give Strength to the new Man, with all =_— 
and 2 Motions, holy and heavenly 


a Tu ty make us cantemn this vain, deceitful, 
and flattering World; the Love of which, is the 
—.— They 4 tne Souls in the other 
bes us from the Love of 
apogee ty AﬀeRions from the Earth, to 
which they cleave and lift up both our Heads and 
„urn en . N 
be revealed. | 


4+ LasTLy, they are as ſharp and vicious 
ſalves, to clear and enlarge the ſpiritual Sight 
our Souls, too much dimmed ——— — — _ 
ing too long on the painted 

that fo we may ſee further be! h 
of Godlineſs, deeper into the Maſs 

ptions, wider upon the Vanities 
Vorld, and higher into the Ha 45 wh 
n, and that Beauty, Glory and Majeſ. 
ty above: They ſerve to breed a Diſtaſte agaioſt 
tranſitory Delights: They are as Pruning-knives, 
to cut cut aw the Exceſſes, Vanities, and unneceſſa- 
grow upon us; and {© ta tHm us, 


may bring forth more iu. = 
— fairer ! ruity of Godlineſs. pe 


eve G, L digg in his Peep g l 
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poſes and hopes, by Croſſes and AMi&ions'ts 
turn us back, or to make us in our Courſe 
of Holineſs; but by the Mercy of Gop, they be- 
come as Spurs, to prick us forward in our Chri- 
l us in, front 
wandering out of the Way. 


THrRDLY, That God Child may not be 
too much caſt down for Croſſes and Perſecutions, 
let him conſider, that howſoever Satan and wicked 
Men are the Inſtruments, = our gracious Gon 
hath the greateſt Sway direas, limits, and 
moderates the Rage al our Enemies, whether 
they be Devils ot Mon, as it pleaſeth Him; and 
ever certainly to the ſingular Good of his aa, 
if they de patient and faithful. 


"La. us then, in all our 
tions, ſtirred up —_ us for ſticking 


and Anlie- 
to — — 


1 , and keeping a Conſcience, lift u 
es to the * ap of Heaven and 
7 Arm of his Omnipornce 


in a Chain, Satan, that —— — 
oY be cannot it one Link further than 

give him Leave; he cannot go a Hair's Breadth be. 
yond his Commiſſion : Nay, and that which he is 
ſuffered to do, makes one Way or other for our 
zreater Good, Let us conſider, what a loving and 
tender«hearted. Father hath us under his Correc- 
ray = dig e 
the Malice of Men, the Power 

tings. of all Creatures, as Rode 4 
reform and amend us to keep us Courſe 
llolineſe, and in the right Way to Heaven. 
latherly Love and 


ue Bowels of any 
al Man; and, an infinite Nature, 8 finite 


particular 
Seourges 


to 
of 
His 
as 
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ture. The Kindneſs of a Mother to her Child, is 
nothing to that Love which Gon beareth to a true 
Chriſtian. I Mother may forget her Child, and rot 
have Compaſſion upen the Sen of ber Ii umb But 
God neither can, nor will forget him. The ſtony 
Rocks and Mountains ſtick faſt and ſure unto their 
Foundations; but Gop's Love to his Child, is far 
ſurer and - ſounder. The Mountains ſhall” remove, 
and the Hills ſhall fall dewn (ſaith Gon by 1/aiah) 
$ut my Mercy ſhall nat depart from thee ; neither 
Fall the Covenant 0 4 my Peace full away, ſaith the 
— Dy that hath Compaſſion on thee, 


Can any Man ſtop the Courſe of the Sun, the 
Moon and Stars? Can he change the Seaſons of the 
Day and the Night? No more can any Creature, 
or 2 World of Creatures, ſtop and turn aſide the 
Streams of God's'endleſs Mercies and Favours to 
his faithful Servants. f you can Change (ſaid Gon 
by fere ) the Courſes of the Sun, IE of the Moon, 

of the Stars; if you can break my Covenant 0 

ru ay, and my Covenant of the N "A that there 
Hell not be Day and Night in their Seaſon; then 
may my Covenant be broke 4 David, 19 Servant; 
then will 7 caft off all the Seed Iſrael. Fer. xxxi. 
5. You. may therefore make ſure of it; every 
cere Man is ever in Gop's Sight, for his Good 
and Preſervation; he is graven upon the Palm of his 
Hand, he is ſet as a Signet upon his Arm, and as a 
Seal upM his Heart. God is ever far more ſenſible, 
tender, and co ate of the Sighs, Tears and 
Miſeries of his — than any Man can be of 
the Pricki Apple of OI own Eye. He 
gives them 9 in 11 2 their Afflictions, Deli- 
verance from them, and Benefit by them. In all 
Troubles, he moſt certainly either La frees them, 
dye. py W n ſo far As KO 


„ 
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his Glory and their Good; and uſeful for the 
Church and his other Children, | 

InDEED Satan's Work and End is, to vex and 
diſcour It is evermere the Work of the De- 
vil, (faith St. Cyprian) that he may with Lies tear” 
the Servants of GOD, and by falſe Opinions ſpread 
concerning t may defame their gloriaus Name; 
that ſuch as are bright in the Light of their own 
Conſcience, may be darken'd and diſgraced by the R- 
por 14 of others. | 


Wicked Men, becauſe they are in Darkneſs, 
and their Works are evil, cannot endure the Chil- 
t, and their Holineſs of Life. For 
this is the Root and Fountain of all their Malice 
and Cruelty; as appears, 1 ohm iii. 12. Gain flew 
his Brother; And wherefore flew he him? Becauſe 
his own Works were evil, and his Brather's good» 
Hence ſprings all the Fury, all the Wrongs and 
Slanders, which are wont to be laid on true Chri- 
ſtians: They are hated for their Goodneſo, and be- 
cauſe they will not run with the Wicked unte the 
ſame Exceſs of Riot: They are filled with Con- 
tempt and Reproach, with the ochings of the 
Wealthy, and Deſpitefulneſs of. the Proud, becauſe 
they will not ſwear, lie, in ſtrong Drink, 

rophane the Sabbaths, follow the Faſhions and 
hb TA of the Times. In a Word, becauſe 
they will not be prophane in this World, and 


- 


dama'd in the World to comes | : 


Bor God's End, in all falſe Reports unjuſtly 
raiſed againſt his Children, and in other Croſſes, 
is to ſtir up and revive in them Zeal, Devotion 
and Faithfulneſs, in praying, praiſing and ſerving 
him; to purge out of them the Bros and Relicks 
of Sin; to humble them, and to bring them to a 
Vor. E true 
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true Denying of themſelves; to try their Faith, Pa- 
tience, and Conſtaney; or for their greater Good, 
one Way or other. | 


Ir all this will ſtand him in no Stead; if the 
Heat of Perſecution inflame the Zeal of the true 
Chriſtian; if Reproaches and Afflictions be fo far 
ftom dulling his Forwardneſs, that they ſet an 
Edge upon his Affections; then, the laſt Tempta- 
tion of Satan, to hinder the ſanctifying Power of 
the Word, and to make it unprofitable, is ſpiritual 
Pride; which, by his malicious Cunning, he ex- 
tracts even out of his Graces and Virtues; and 
fince he cannot keep Goodneſs out of the Soul, he 
uſes it as an Inſtrument, to wound itſelf. For 
when a Man is moſt enriched with Gifts, Graces 
and ſpiritual Strength, Satan ſeeks moſt bufily to 
make him proud of them, that fo himſelf may loſe 
the Comfort, his Brethren the Fruit, and Gop the 
Glory of them. This ſpiritual Pride is, as it were, 
Satan's laſt Intrenchment, which he holds the long- 
eſt, and with moſt deſperate Pertinacy. Much ſpi- 
ritual Wiſdom, a great Meaſure of Humility, and 
the whole Armour of Gop is required to this Com- 
bat. For he is ſo exerciſed in the Point; that, if 
we be ſo humble, that he cannot make us proud 
of any Thing elſe, he will labour to make us proud 
even of our Humility; and proud, that we are not 
proud of our Gifts. | 

ExceyrT a Chriſtian continually watch over his 
Heart, this may ſteal upon him, before he be 
aware. But as a Man tenders the Salvation of his 
Soul, let him take Heed of entertaining a proud 
and over-weening Conceit of his own Graces, 
Gifts, or good Actions. Let him conſider, that 
the more ſpiritual Gifts and Graces he hath receiv- 
ed from the free Mercy of Gop, the more will be 
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required at his Hands: And that he muſt ſhortly 
give a ſtrict Account of the Uſage and Employ- 
ment of every one before the impartial and uncor- 
rupted Tribunal of Heaven. Let no Man then, 
labour to make himſelf glorious, by thoſe Graces 
which are none of, his own; but let him glorify 
Gop with them, in Humility, Faithfulneſs and 
Sincerity; and improve them for the Qwner's Ad- 
vantage, that ſo he may render a comfortable Ac- 
count at that great Day. ; 


THvus far I have propoſed Motives, to quicken 
you to a conſtant Hearing and Underſtanding of 
the holy Word of Gop; and acquainted you with 
many Lets and Temptations, which Satan uſually 
caſts in our Way, to hinder us therein. 


Now, in the third Place, I will lay down cer- 
tain Rules and Inſtructions for your right Hearing 


of Gop's Word. 


_ THAT the Word of Gop may be unto yow the 
Word of Grace, the Savour of Life unto Life; 
N. muſt look carefully, 1. unto your Preparation, 
ore you come; 2. unto your Carriage while you 
are there; and 3. unto your Behaviour aſterward. 


I. FirsT, I am perſuaded, the Neglect of a due 
Preparation, is the Cauſe that Thouſands receive 
no Benefit by the Word; but that the Sermons. 
they hear, are regiſter'd, as in a Table of Remem- 
brance, before Gon, as ſo many Witneſſes againſt. 
them, for their greater Condemnation at the Day. 
of Accounts. | | 


: . * 


Turns is no Affair of Weight and Conſequence, 
either in Nature or Art, but there is required ſome 
Preparation for the * happy and ſucceſsful Ac- 
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compliſhment and Performance: How much more 
in the Affairs of Gor, Buſineſſes of Eternity, and 


Salvation of Men's Souls? 


Tus Ground muſt be prepared for the Seed, if 
we look it ſhould proſper: How much more ſhould 
our dull and dead Hearts be ſtirred up, and fur- 
row'd, as it were, with Humiliation, Reverence, 
and Repentance; that by the Grace of Gop, and 
the ſanctifying Power of the Spirit, it may take 
Root in them, and ſpring up to eternal Life 


Tur Ground muſt be laid, and ſome imperfect 
Draughts, Shadows, and Reſemblances premiſed, 
before a Picture can be done to the Life, or a full 
Proportion and lively Repreſentation pourtrayed: 
How much more ought the Ground of our Hearts 
to be prepar'd, that by the Preaching of the Word, 
the Image of Chri/t Jeſus may with a lively and 
freſh Impreſſion be ſtamped upon them? | 


Wert a Man the next Day to go about a Buſi- 
neſs that concerned either his Life, or Livelihood; 
would he not be muſing, by what Means he might 
work out his Deliverance? What Behaviour might 
be fitteſt, to win Favour in fo weighty an Affair? 
How much more ought we, before we intrude into 
the Houſe of Gop, where Matters of our higheſt 
Intereſt are propoſed by the Minifter of the Word : 
even our everlaſting Eſtate in another World? I 
fay, how ought we to think with ourſelves, how 
we may make our Souls fitteſt to underſtand and 
accept the Covenant of Grace, to receive the Seal 
of the Spirit, and to get Aſſurance of that glorious 


Inheritance in the Heavens? 


| InpvcemEnTs we have, and Motives many, 


both from Precept and Practice, in the Book of | 


Gon, 
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Gon, for the Performance of this Chriſtian Duty 
of Preparation. Take Heed to thy Feet (faith the 
Preacher) when thou entereft into the Houſe of Gods. 
and be more ready to hear, than to give the Sacrifice. 
of Fools; for they krow not that they do Evil. 


BeroRE thou ſet Foot into the Church, to hear 
the Word of God, be ſure to ſettle thy Affections, 
that they be ſober, moderate and fit to entertain 
the Word of Life. Let thy Heart be ſeaſoned. 
with, 1. Softneſs; 2. Humility; 3. Honeſty; 4. 
Faith; 5. Teachableneſs. | 


1. Ir thou do not preſerve thy Heart tender, 
ſoft and flexible, the Word will not make any deep 
Impreſſion upon it; all holy Admonitions, Re- 
proofs and Inſtructions, will be unto thee as Ar- 
rows ſhot againſt a Stone Wall. 


2. We muſt bring with us an humble Heart, 
to the Hearing of the Word; for, the LorD : 
the Proud, and gives Grace to the Humble. Them 
that be Meek, will He guide in Judgment, and teach 
the Humble his Hay. The proud is ſo ſwel- 
led with Vanity and Self-Love, that there is no- 
Room for the precious Treaſure of ſaving Grace. 
But a lowly Heart, broken and bruiſed with Conſci- 
ence of Sin, is a fit Seat for the mighty Lord and- 
his ſaving Graces, ai. lvii. 15. a 


3. We muft come with an honeſt Heart; which 
hateth all Corruptions, both in itſelf and others; 
which hath no Delight in any ſinful Pleaſures; 
which hath no Purpoſe to continue in any one Sin 


whatſoever; but is ready and reſolved, tho" it be 
much cumber'd with its own Corruptions, the. 
World's Inticements, and Satan's Craſtineſs; yet 
to ſerve and pleaſe Gop, in all the Ways of his. 

8 * . 2 5 of * Com. 


&@ ÞA TrEATISE concerning 


Commandments, and that ſincerely and continually. 
All profitable and fruitful Hearers, have ſuch good 
and honeſt Hearts, and are reſembled by the good 
Ground, Luke viii. 15. But that is a wicked 
Heart, and not fit to be wrought upon by the Mi- 
niſtry of the Word, which purpoſeth to cheriſh 
any one Sin whatſoever. 


4. Ou Hearts muſt be ſeaſoned with Faith; 
otherwiſe, it will not ſink into them with Power. 
The old Jetos heard the Word, but it profited them 
not, becauſe it was not mixed with Faith in theſe 
that heard it, Heb. iv. 2. The fearful Threatnings 
of the Law, by Faith receive an Edge to wound, 
and pierce and ſtrike through our Souls. And 
Faith it is, that animates the Promiſes of the Goſ- 
pel with ſuch a ſovereign Sweetneſs, and power- 
ful Comfort, that they are able, not only to raiſe 

us from the Depth of Remorſe and Fear; but alſo 
to put us into a Paradiſe of ſpiritual Pleaſures. But 
if the Word light.upon a faithlefs Heart, it dies; 
it docs no Good. 


5. WE muſt bring with us into the Lok d's 
Sanctuary, teachable Hearts, that readily open 
themſelves, to receive the Lox D of Glory, with 
whatſoever he ſhall reveal unto us out of his holy 
Word. Sacrifice and Burnt-Offerings (faith Da- 
vid) thou would? not, but mine Ears haſt thou pre- 
pared. As if he ſhould have ſaid: Thou haſt bor- 
ed new Ears in my Heart, that I can now reverent- 
ly attend unto the Myſtery of Grace. 


Wir ſuch Hearts as theſe, muſt we come to 
the Hearing of the Word, if we look that it ſhould 
be unto us a Word of Salvation; and not to be 
of the Number of thoſe that offer the- Sacrifice of 
Fools, and yet know not that they do Evil, 


To 
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To learn how profitable this Preparation is, 
conſider the Words of Zophar : If thou prepare 
thine Heart, and flretch out thine Hands tewards 
Him : If Iniquity be in thine Hand, put it far a- 
way, and let no Wickidueſ dwell in thy Tabernacle. 
Then truly ſhalt thou uf 7 thy Face without Spet, 
and ſhalt be ſlalle, and ſhalt not fear, Job. xi. 13, 
14, 15. 


PREPARATION of the Heart, is here the firſt 
Step unto many glorious Bleſſings. The Heart 
muſt be firſt prepared, before other holy Duties 
can be fitly performed, or Gop's Bleſſings expeCt- 
ed. And when thou haſt prepared thine Heſrt ; 
then Secondly, pour it out in Prayer, before the 
Throne of Grace ; Thirdly, purge it from Corrup- 
tion; baniſh far, and bar out all Iniquity; Fourth- 
ly, be ſure to reform, inſtru, and pray with thy 
Family, or thoſe that are about thee: Let no 
Wickedneſs, Ignorance, Prophaneneſs, Swearing, 
Drunkenneſs, or the like, dwell in thy Taberna- 
cle, or harbour in thine Houſe ; and then 2 
thy Heart and Hands; for the Windows of Hea- 
ven ſhall be ſet wide open, that all Manner of ſpi- 
ritual Comforts, all the Bleflings of Peace and 
Happineſs, may in Abundance be ſhower'd down 
upon thee. EL 

1I cou now to the ſpecial Points conſiderable 


in Preparation, before we preſent ourſelves to hear 
the Word. 


THr1s Preparation is an holy Exerciſe, which 
by Examination of our Conſciences, Purgation of 
our Hearts, Prayer unto God, and private Read- 
ing the Scriptures, maketh our Souls fit Veſſels to 
receive the Treaſures of Grace, offered unto us by 
the Miniſtry of the Word; that ſo they 3 
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the more effectually wrought upon, and ſubdued 
to the Power and Practice thereof. 


In this Preparation, I conſider eſpecially theſe 
four Things: r. Examination of the Conſcience ; 
2. Purgation of the Heart; 3. Prayer unto Gop; 
4. Readineſs of Heart, to receive every Truth. 


FixsT, Examination is a Duty praQicable by 
all Chriſtians, at many Times, and upon ſundry 
Occaſions. | 


Ir is either, Firſt, extraordinary; and that 18, 


1. Either in the Time of ſolemn Faſt, and general 
Humiliation, for ſome publick Plague and Cala- 
mity that lies upon the State or Church. We are. 
then ſeriouſly to ſearch our Conſciences, that we 
may throw thoſe Sins out of our Affections and 
Allowance, which have their Part in pulling down 
thoſe publick Plagues upon us. Or, 2. When our 


Family is viſited with ſome ſpecial Scourge, and. 


then muſt we make an impartial Inquiſition into 
our Hearts; leſt we be the Achans, who by our 
ſecret Sins, provoke God's Wrath. Or, 3. when 
ourſelves in a more private and particular Manner, 
are afflicted with ſome ſpecial Vexation ; as, by 
ſome Malady and Miſery in our Bodies, with ſome 
Terrors and Fears in our Minds, or with ſome 
Slanders, Diſgraces, and Imputatioris upon our 

Names: When Gop's Hand is upon us any 
of theſe Ways, we are preſently to conceive, that 
the Sins of our Souls are the true Cauſes of all the 
Miſeries and Croſſes which befall us; and there- 
fore we are narrowly to enquire into ourſelves, and 
to caſt out our ſecret beloved Sins, thoſe lurking 
Rebels, the Breeders of all our Woe, | 
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THERE is alſo, Secondly, a more ordinary 
Examination neceſſary, and that, 1. eſpecially e- 
very Day ; that we may make the Score of our 
Sins leſs, and our Account ſhorter, againſt the 
Day of our Viſitation; that we may more entirely 
and comfortably preſerve and enjoy Gop's Favour 
and Protection, inward Peace of Conſcience, ſpi- 
2 Joy, and Chriſtian Cheerfulneſs in all our 

airs. 


2. BerFoRe we come to receive, and be Parta- 
kers of the holy Sacrament of the ſacred Body and 
Blood of Chriſt, leſt by Neglect and Omiſſion of 
this Duty, we become unworthy Receivers, and 
ſo eat and drink our own | 


By 


3- BEFORE we go into the Houſe of Gop, ind 
preſent ourſelves before his Meſſengers, to be in 
ſtructed in his Will from Heaven, out of his holy 
Word; leſt this bleſſed Ordinance ſhould be ac- 
curſed unto us. You may ſee in the P 
Exel. xiv. 7, 8. how the Lok p threatens that Per- 
ſon that comes to his Miniſters to enquire of them, 
and yet ſeparates himſelf from the Lozp, and ſets 
up any Idol in his Heart. "The Lorp will ſet his 
Face againſt him, and make him a Sign and a Pro- 
verb, and cut him off from the Midſt of his Peo- 
ple, Whence we may well infer, that it will be 
very dangerous for any to come to the Hearing of 
the Word, without Examination of his Heart, 
whether there be any Stumbling-block of Iniquity 


in it, or no. 


SECONDLY, Becauſe that Examination of the 
Heart, to find out our Corruptions, tends eſpeci- 
ally to the Cleanſing of it; therefore the ſecond 
Duty before the Hearing of the Word, is the 
Cleanſing-of che Heart, 1. from Sin; 1 the 

Tx rip- 
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Scripture beats much upon, Jam. i. 22. Lay aſide 
all Filthineſs and Superfiuit; of Naughtineſs, and re- 
ceiue with Meekneſs the ingrafted Word. This is 2 
fit Preparative for Hearing the Word, as appears 
alſo by that Parallell Place, 1 Pet. ii. 1, 2. II here- 
fore putting away all Malice, all Guile and Hypocri- 
% and evil Speakings, as new-born Babes defire the 
ſincere Milk of the Mord. As it is with the Body, 
when the Stomach is foul and clogged with bad 
Humours, we ſhould firſt purge it, before we feed 
itz; (for otherwiſe, whatſoever we eat, doth but in- 
' creaſe the corrupt Humours of the Body): So it is 
with the Soul, when it is clogged with Yin, what- 
ſoever is heard in the Miniſtry of the Word, will 
be perverted and abuſed by it, and wreſted to our 
ion. | 


2. Tat Heart muſt alſo be purged from all 
worldly Cares and Thoughts. The. Cares. of the 
World choak the Sced of the Word, and ſurfeit 
the Heart. Now, as it is with a Man in a Surfeit, 
be is not fit to eat, neither can he digeſt any whol- 
ſome Food: So, when the Heart is ſurfeited with 
worldly Cares, it is unfit for any ſpiritual, Food. 
How then ſhall they profit by the Word, that 
jump out of their worldly Buſineſs, and from bu- 
ſying their Heads about their Callings, into the 

ouſe of Go? Truly, though they be never ſo 
diligent in Hearing, yet their Hearts will go after 
their Covetouſneſs. s 


A THIRD Duty before hearing of the Word, is 
Prayer. No good Thing can be expected from 
God, if it be not ſought by Prayer. And we find 
it laid down as a Condition required, Prop. ii. 
My Son, if thau wilt recerve my Wards, and iucline 
thine Ear to Wiſdom, and apply thy Heart to Under- 
Handing; yea, if thou cryeſt after * and 


iu 
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ſiſte up thy Voice for Underflanding, then ſhalt thou 
en 2 of the LoRD, and find out the 

Knmvledge of God. The Reaſon is, ver. vi. For 


the LoRD giveth Wiſdom, and out of his Mouth 


cometh Knowledge and Underflanding. Becauſe the 
Lok p gives . therefore you muſt cry 
for it unto him. What is the Reaſon that you pray 
for your daily Bread, and a Bleſſing upon it? Why 
Deut. viii. 3. Man lives not by Bread only; but 

every Word that proceedeth out of the Mouth of the 
Lorp. If this be ſo, much more ought you to 
pray for a Bleſſing upon your ſpiritual Food. That 
your Souls may therefore be nouriſhed by it; You 
ought 1. to pray for the Teachers, that they may 
ſo „as they ought to ſpeak. And 2. for your 
ſelves, that you may be bleſſed in hearing: For no 
Man can receive any Thing, except it be given 
him from above. Obs faith, I am the Loan 
thy Gor which teacheth thee to profit. Iſai. xlviii. 
17. Therefore there can be no ITY by the 

ord, without Seeking unto the Lord for it. 


FovuRTHL y, you muſt be ſure to go with an 
open Heart, ready to receive eyery Truth that Gop 
ſhall teach you. It is faid of thoſe noble Bereans, 
Adds xvii. II. that they received” the Word with 
all Readineſs of Mind, i. e. Readineſs to receive e- 
very Truth. And Cornelius ſaid, Als x. 7 
are all here preſent before Gon, to bear all Things 
that are commanded thee of GoD. (That are cm- 
manded thee of Gop:) Not what any Miniſter ſhall 
teach, be he never ſo good, or ſo learned; nay, were 
he an Angel ſent from Heaven, yet his Doctrine 
muſt be examined, Gal. i. 8. there is ſuch 
a Diſpoſition in us, as to receive both in Judgment 


and Practice whatſoever Gop ſhall reveal unto us 
out of his Word, this is a precious Diſpolition. 


II. Sa- 


60 A TREATISE Concerning 


II. SsconDLy, let me proceed briefly to thoſe 
Duties that are required in the hearing of the 
Word: Which we muſt the rather ſtir up ourſelves 
unto, becauſe we have naturally uncircumciſed 
Hearts, and are dull of hearing. Now the princi- 
pal Duties in Hearing are five; 


1. You muſt ſet your ſelves as in God's Pre- 
ſence, whilſt you are hearing of his Word, and con- 
ſider that it is Gon, you have to deal with, and not 
Man; and that it is God's Word, and not Man's. 
It is the great Commendation of the Theſlalonians, 
that they received the Word as the Word of Gop. 
Yea, it is the Loxp Himſelf that ſpeaks unto you 
in our Miniſtry. And the Logn is preſent in a 

Manner, where his Word is preached, to 
obſerve how it is received, or delivered; and either 
to bleſs or curſe the Hearers, or accord- 
ingly. So that of this and ſuch like Places, it may 
be ſaid as Jacob ſaid of Bethel, Gen. xxviii. 16, 17. 
Surely, the Log is in this Plate: and how dreadful 
zs this Place ! This is no other than the Houſe of Gop; ; 
this is the Gate of | Heaven. 


2. TRI ſecond Duty in Hearing, is diligent 
Attention to what we hear; So Prov. iv. 20, 21, 
22. My Sen attend unto my Words, incline thine Ear 
unto my Sayings, ke = in the Midi of thine 
Heart, for they are Life unte theſe that find them: 
i. c. look as a condemn'd Man will hearken to the 
Sentence of the Prince; every Word he _w 
being Life or Death: As the > hams of 


dad, when were in their Enemies Power, 
1 Kings xx. 33. Ws hd A <a whether any 
Word of Comfort would rom Lim, and they 


did haſtily catch it. With ich ſuch Diligence and 
Attention, poor condemn d Creatures — we are) 


r eee 
3. Vou 


r 


r 


cho he underſtood not what he read, yet becauſe 
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3. You muſt hear the Word with Underſtand- 
ing: Labour to underſtand what you hear. And 
to his End, the Miniſter muſt have a ſpecial Care 
to teach plainly, ſo as he may be underſtood. 
Chrift calls upon his Hearers for this, Matt. xv. 
13. Hear and wnderfland: How ſhould we elſe 
profit by what we hear? Under/tandeft thou what 
ths readeſt, (ſaid Philip to the Eunuch:) ſo ſay 


thou to thine own Heart; Underſtandeſt thou what 
thou heareſt ? ; 


SY the Means to underſtand the Word, are 
e: 


| Finsr, Come to the Word, with a willing 
Mind to learn. You know the Eunuch, Acts viii. 


he had a Mind to learn, the LoD provided a 
Teacher for him. Men love to teach willing 
Scholars; ſo doth Gop, when we come with wil- 
ling Minds to be taught. | 


SECONDLY, Exerciſe yourſelves in the Truth al 
Gop. You muſt oe Uſe, get 
Senſes exerciſed to diſcern both Good and Peil: il; 
but eſpecially, be well acquainted with the Princi- 
ples and nd Grounds of the Catechiſm: It is the Want 
of this, makes Men that they underſtand not what 
is preached. They that are not firſt well nouriſh- 
ed with Milk, will not be fit to receive ſtronger 
Meat. jj the Fonndetion, ang is 
in vain to build, | 


3 Pal. | 


\TarznLY, Walk * 
they, . that do 


ci. 10, A. good Underſtanding 


bis Commandments. Ihen, if thou wouldſt get a 
Underſtanding, and know the Myſtery of 


odlineſs, walk 1 W _— 


Vor. IX. 
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that little Knowledge thou haſt, and there is a 
Promiſe to give thee more. | 


FouR TH, Be aingent in inſtructing and 
teaching thy Family: If thou art ſet over others, a 
kettle Knowledge will encreaſe greatly, by this 
Means. 7 xviii. 17, 19. the Lon p ſaid; Shall 
I hide any Thing from A raham? No: And He 
gives this Reaſon: F know him, that he will com- 
mand his Children, and his Heuſbold after him, and 
they ſhall keep the M ay of the Lox, If you teach 


your Families, Gop will teach you. 


THERE are a Sort of doltiſh Hearers, that will 
hear, and ſeem to be very attentive, from Year's 
End to Year's End, and be never a Whit the wiſer. 
The heavy Judgment of Go p is upon many of 
them; and in them is fulfilled the Prophecy of 
Haiab; By os ye Hall hear, and Hall not un- 
derfland; and that, Chap, xxvii. 11. I is a Po- 
ple of no N therefore He that made 
them, ſhall not ſave them; and He that form d them, 
Hall. fhew them no Favour. 


+ 4. Yov muſt hear the Word with Affection int 
Delight. It is faid of Gop's People in the _ 
tive Church, that they —_— the * do 1 

rejoice at thy Ward, as one that ls, 
(ſaith David, P/. cxix. 162.) — had bon a 
Soldier; and ye know, that they that have lain 
at the Siege of a City a long Time, and at laſt 
take it, will rejoice cur in the Spoil of 
it; therefore he rejoices in the Word, as they that 
divide the Spoils. And truly, whereas common 
People complain of the Badneſs of their Memo» 
rjes; this' would be 4 marvellous Help to — eek Me- 


mories; if Fre ry hear wit wil light ap- 
gh me 


fore David Pal. cxix. 16. 1 
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felf in Statutes, I will net forget thy Ward. 
1055 ight he means will ſtrengthen our Me- 


mories. 


' ConTRARY to this, are a 4 Number, that 
hear without any Delight; yea, account it a Wea- 
rineſs, Mal. i. 13. But the Lozp hath threaten- 
ed, that the Ward ſhall never do us Good, unleſs 
we attend to it with Love and Delight, 2 Thee 
ii. 10, 11. Becauſe they received not the Love 
Truth, that. they might he ſaved; therefore / 

/ball ſend them ſurong Deluſions, ta believe.a Lie. "A 

fearful Threatening, much to be conſidered in 

theſe Days: For this is the Reaſan, that helliſh De- 

fins have ſuch mpg ng wage): God in. 
his juſt Judgment, gives up e to {ſtrong 
Deluſions, that {ob nat the I of ths 
Wend of Gop. 


F. You muſt bear the Word, ith Application 
of it to your own Hearts and Lives; every 
Truth to * for your own Uſe and Com- 
fort, and Terror and Inſtruction: As it is, Job 
laſt; Hear this, and know, 2332 carry this 
Truth home to thine own Heart: 


Fmsr, There is no Truth of Con taught out 
of his Word, but it concerns every one of Gop's 
People, and was intended for our Uſe; Ram. xv. 4- 
1 is written, is written for our Learning. 


SECONDLY, There is no Truth can be taught, 
to do us good, unleſs we apply it: As no Plaiſter 
can do the Patient good, unleſs it be applied; ng 
Meat is able to do us good, be it dreſſod never ſo 
curiouſly, unleſs it be eaten and digeſted. "Fhis 
hs Ps b Ir H 4 


—— 
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poſe, 1/a. Iv. 2. Hearken diligently unto Me, and 


cut ye that which is good.” 


Tuus much of the Duties required in Hearing. 


Now follow, in the third Place, thoſe Duties that 


are required after Hearing, 


: 


1. Ws muſt be careful to remember and keep 


that which we have heard, Prov. iv. 4. My Son, 
let thine Heart retain my Wards: And, Ver. 21. 
Keep them in the Midft of thine Heart. A Man that 
hath'a Jewel, will be careful to lock it up in the. 


ſafeſt Cheſt he hath, leſt it ſhould be ſtolen away. 


This is the v Compariſon of the wiſe Man, Prov. 
80 Mary, (Luke ii. 51.) kept all the 


vi. 20, 21. 
Sayings in ber Heart : o'r David, Pſal. exix. 11. 
hid the Commandments in his Heart; and he gives 
the Reaſon, That he might not fin againft the Lok n. 
And the Truth is, that as Meat that is eaten, if it 
remains not in the Stomach, will never do us 

So the beſt ſpiritual Food that can be, ex- 


cept it be retained by us, will not profit us: Zuke 


vii. 15. The goed Ground are they, which with 


an honeft and good Heart having heard the erent 


keep it. 


' Many there are, that are very careleſs of this 
Duty: think they have diſc themſelves 
abundantly, if they hear the whole on atten- 
tively; as tho' there were Nothing more required 
at their Hands: Like our Saviour's Hearers, Matt. 
xXxii. 22. I ben they heard Him, they marvelled, and 
I ft him and went their May: But we never hear more 
of them. So many hear with open Ears; but, it goes 
in at one Ear, and out at the other. Others hear, 
and the Word ſmites them a little on their Conſci- 
ences, and one would think, ſome good Thing 
would be wrought; but they go away, and the 
o- 


— 
* 


Jae eee 


en 22 
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Motion dies. They are as Men that are ſea- ſick, 
whilſt the Word humbles them, and makes their 
Conſciences fick ; but they are — * ey 
are once landed at the Church-Dooer. 


Wer then, let us in the Fear of Gop, heark- 
tly to the Words of the Holy Ghe/t, Heb 
t we ought to give the more. 


Heed 
0 the Things that we have heard, left at any Time 
we ſhould let them flip. nf: 200 bh wr IT 


2. Ws mult ſetiouſly think ef that vpe have 


hear; that is more than Remembring. There. is 


eat Deal of Difference betwixt the Poſſeſfſing 
and the Employing them for our Benefit; 
dard 3 Laying up of Garments in our W 
robes, and the Wearing them to us warm: 
This 9 | 1 . by Meditation, my 22, 
23. on, band f continu 

5 Hiart, and tis them about thy. Neck: Te F 
Phraſe, of Speech barrowed from ts that are 
bound about, the Body; for. Meditation binds the 
Ward, cloſe to the Haut. It is ſaid of Mary 


77 19. that ſhe pander'# the Words of the An= 


in ber Heart. And it was Pays Advice to 
gc iv. 15.. Me&tate upon theſe Things, 


Fra 
e them that * Aid 
pe to $ib eta di, Heid 


1 his be required e Hearings how i 
that ſhould p y 
FE 
323 | 
mig n Lever; yet 


* 
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And thus it uſually ſpeeds with thoſe that are care- 
leſs in performing of this Duty. . 


| a 
3. We muſt confer of that we have heard, and 
repeat it amongſt ourſelves, and examine the Scrip- 
tures about the Truth of what is delivered. I join 
them all together; for fo they may well be, in the 
Practice of them. * 


4. Wr are to put in Practice whatſoever we 
hear, till our Hearts and Lives are quite changed 
by it, Jam. i. 22. Be ye Deers of the Word, and 
not Hearers only, deceiving your own Souls. Obe- 
dience is the End of Hearing, Deut. v. 1. Hear, 
O Ifrael, the Statutes which I ſpeak in Ears 
this Day, that ye may learn them, and 7 
and do them. Yea, Obedience to the Word muſt 
be ſpeedy, without any Delays, as it is aid of the 
Caleſſians, Cal. i. G. that the Goſpel brought forth 
Fruit in them, from the very Day they heard it, 
and knew the Grace of Gon in Truth. And the 
Prophet David reſolved,  P/al. cxix. 60. I made 
Haſte, and prolonged not the Time to keep thy Com- 
 mandments. And this DARE NOT cart; 
becauſe the Putting the Ward in Practice immedi- 
ately, is a great Advantage to the Hearer: For 
then the Affections of the Heart are quick and live 
ly; which with Delays die and decay. © 


Bur alas! How Few practiſe any Thing they 
hear; leave any Sin, or do any Duty! and there- 
ſore muſt needs e like the Houſe built. an the 
Sand; when the Time of Trial come, they 
muſt needs fall. Again, there are many, that in 


Hearing, have good Motions and Purpoſes; but 
they are like the Sluggard, that ſaid, * litth 
AY ; ö 2 1 | | lumber ; 


dle WoRD ef G0D.”” 6 


Slumber ; yet a kitle Sleep; ſo, becauſe th delay, 

they vaniſh and come to Nothing OF-whbtn, 15 

Reſpect of their ſpiritual — — be faid 

which Solomon ſpeaks; His Poverty ſhall come as 

2 that travelleth, and his Want as an armed 
vor þ 
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I Cor. A. 28. 
Let a Man eranfne *bimſelf, and fo let 


him eat of that Bread, and drink of 


that Cup 1 
\ N 4 4 ' 5 CY % 
by *. 4 4 8 - * . oY Fe 
- 4 by. 
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s HE Examination which a Man 
to receive the Sacrament of the LorD's 
Supper worthily, is an holy Work of the 


* 


Soul, whereby it caſteth its Eye upon itſelf, and 


ſo looks through itſelf ; makes an exact Survey and 
Search into every Corner, and takes a true Eſti- 


mate of its ſpiritual State, 


VC 
A TREAT ISE, Tr. 6g 
In this Exerciſe, a Man, by the Touch- ſtone 
of Gop's Word, which is as pure as the Silver 
tried in a Furnace, doth try whether his Conver- 
ſion be ſound and ſaving: And whether he have, 
1. Knowledge. 2. Faith. 3. Repentance. 4. New- 
Obedience. And, 5. Love. ; 


He muſt alſo reviſe theſe Graces, and conſider 
how they wax or wain, fade or flouriſh, languiſh 
or are in Life, that ſo he may proportionably pre- 
pare and apply ſpiritual Prefervatives or Reftora- 
tives. But eſpecially that he may ſo addreſs them 
towards this holy and heavenly Banquet, that e- 
very one of them may receive Addition and Vi- 
gour thereby. | 


Avp in this Glas of Examination, he diſcovers 
what Spots and Stains have light upon his Soul; 
what Wounds or Breaches have been made upon 
| his Conſcience; what Infirmities or Frailties, what 

Omiſſions or Relapſes, or new Falls, have grown 
upon him ſince his lat Receiving. - Upon which 
Diſcovery, he preſently pours out his Soul before 
the Throne of Grace, with Groans and Sighs, for 
Reconciliation with God, for Reſtitution to his Fa- 


/ vour and Protection, for his former Peace and Com- 
fort of Conſcience; herenews his Faith and Repent- 
f ance for them; (for every new Sin requires a new Act 
both of Faith and Repentance:) And ſo prepares his 
. truly humbled Soul to receive the Aſſurance of the 
Remiſſion of Sins, ſealed unto him by the Blood 
3 of Cbrit in the Sacrament. | 4 | 
ef \ + Fiasr, For Converſion.| Converſion is'that 
y and happy Change wrought upon us, by the 
F effectual S the ene Miniſtry of 
tie Word, and inward Working of the Spirit; 

IN 


whereby, of natural, carnal and prophane Men, 
wo we 
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we are made ſpiritual, holy and new Creatures; 


and from the inion. of Sin and Satan, are 
tranſlated into the Kingdom of Grace, and into 
the Light and Liberty of God's Children. 


Now a Man may, by ſuch Marks as theſe, try 
whether he be truly converted or no: 


DP dk red "Wig Fro age = 
al! turned unto Gop in all Duties. If he hath 
left all groſs Sins, in Practice and Action; and all 
F railties. and Infirmities, at leaſt in Allowance and 
Affection, ſo that with watchful Reſiſtance, and 
earneſt Groanings of Spirit, he ſtrive and pray a- 
gainſt them, and be humbles and kept in Awe b y 
them; and that he perform Obedience to all Gop's 
Commandments, though not in Perſection of * 
gree, yet in Sincerity of Heart. 


2. Ir he be willing in all his Purpoſes, Deſires, 
Endeavours and Actions, to ſet himſelf in the Pre- 
ſence of Gop, and to be wholly, uprefervedly 28 
Wer guided by his Word. 


3. Ir he can without ſervile Trembling, e- 
NL Senſcleſſneſs; yea, with an holy Comfort 
and humble Triumph think upon Death, Judg- 
ment, Hell, and thoſe endleſs Torments. 


| 4- IF he lovingly hunger and thirſt after ſpiri- 
tual Nouriſhment and Growth in Grace by the 
Word, Sacraments, and Chriſtian Conference; by 
ſanctifying the Sabbath, and all other godly 1125 
ciſes, both publick and private. 


8. Ir „ hng Ae Cain b 
Chrift, and love ſuch as are truc Chriſtians; and 
on becauſe dy ſerve Cop with. Sioglegeh 


: 
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Heart. And if thou deſireſt that thy Love of the 
Brethren, ſnould be unto thee an infallible Mark 
of ſpiritual Life: r. Let the principal Obje& of 
thy Love be, his Chriſtianity; not Gain, Pleaſure, 
moral or natural Parts; 2. Love of all the Saints. 
He that loves not all, loves none aright. (Vet this 
takes not away Degrees of Love.) And, 3. Love 
them at all Times; in Adverſity, Diſgrace, Temp- 
tation and Sickneſs. | | 


6. Ty his chief Delight and beſt Comfort be in 
holy Duties and heavenly Things, and that he in- 
finitely prefer them before Gold, Honours, Plea- 
ſures, yea, the whole World. | 


7. Ir he be truly humbled with Conſideration 
of the long Time of his Impenitency, and very 


forry he begun no ſooner, nor made greater Haſte 
into this glorious State of Chriſtianity, 


- g. Ir thoſe prophane Companions, Pleaſures and 
L Þ| Vanities be moſt diſtaſteful unto him, which for- 
merly he purſued with Greedineſs and Delight. 


* Ir to the Power of his Gifts at all Occaſions, 

bh nebe ſtill plotting, working, and labouring for the 

> I Converſion of others with Zeal and Sincefity; eſ- 
pecially thoſe that are neareſt him, or any Way 
d upon him. 


fi 

me Tavs are we to examine, whether a Converſi- 
by If on be wrought in us, and whether it be true, ſound 
and ſaving or no. Now the inſeparable Compani- 
ons of a found Converſion; are, T. Knowledge. 2. 
of 5 3. Repentaner. 4. New- Obedience. 5. 


iy Tas 
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1 


Fixs r, of Gop's Majeſty we muſt conceive, as 
the Light of his pure and holy Word ſhall guide 
and inform us: And hereby we are taught, 


Trar He is one, infinite, inviſible, and indi- 
viſible Eſſence, and three truly diſtin Perſons: 
the Father begetting, the Son ten, the Holy 
Ghoſt proceeding from the Father and the Son. 


Tnar he is the omnipotent Creator and Con- 
ſerver of the whole World, and. all Things there- 
in; the Searcher and Seer of all Hearts and Secrets; 
moſt Holy, moſt Merciful, moſt Juſt, Almighty, 
Everlaſting, without Beginning or End; preſent 
in all Places; the ſpecial Protector and Portion of 
his Children. Knowledge of this Point may teach us; 
1. Reverence and Awfulneſs to ſo dreadful a Ma- 
jeſty. 2. Adoration and Admiration of ſo infinite 
8 3. Love of ſo great and immeaſura- 
ble Goodneſs. 4. Secure Reliance upon his al- 
mighty Power. | dd 

* SECONDLY, we muſt have a clear Sight and 


Knowledge, a right Senſe and Feeling of our molt 
miſerable, ſinful and accurſed Eſtate by Nature. 


| Every Man and Woman, by Nature, is a very 
Stranger and Enemy to Gop, the Child of Wrath, 
Heir of everlaſting. Perdition, enwrapped. and in- 
corporated into the accurſed Communion with the 


Devil and unclean Spirits, Colofſ. i. 21. 
be EvERY 


- 
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| And he hath a Fountain of original Sin ſticki 
5 


W 
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| 1 

Evxxx one naturally hath his Underſtandi 
full of Blindneſs, Sinfulneſs, Vanity, Pride, F ding 

and many ſuch like Diſtem is Will full 
Wilfulneſs, Frowardnefs, Rebellion, and Noncan- 
formity to the holy Will of Gop. His Affections 
tull of Wildneſs, Fury and Confuſion. His, 
Thoughts full of Earthlinefs, Filthineſs, and Sen- 
ſuality. His Memory ſtored with polluted Notions, 
and the Relicks of foul 4 His Heart 
full of Deadneſs, Deceitfulneſs, and iron Sinews. 
His Conſcience full of Bitings and Scingings, defiled 
and uncomfortable. And beſides, every 
of the Body is enſlaved to Sin and Satan. Thus 
3 naturally lives the Life of Hell in all 
wers of his Soul, e 


in his Bowels, which ſtill 2 fills his 
Death, or rather Life of Sin, with eiae r 
of new Poiſon, en | 


l ee 6d ind to Terrors, 
and Aſtoniſhments l 
mities, Diſeaſes, and Tortures in Body: To Loſs, 
reffion in Goods, and our tem- 
o Slanders, Diſgraces, and Re- 
PONIES Name: To Diſcontent and 
iſcomfort in 12 Neighbours, Friends, Chil- 
dren and Poſterity. are to have their 
poor and hel n much Anguiſh, 
and painful aro, bom Be, dc wi 
à comfartle(s or ſenfeleſs Divorce. 
tir Death Beds oli ks will Bll | 2 Net, | 
as Iſaiab ſſ full of the Wrath of the Lon. 
OL. (3 But 
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But in the World to come is the Heighth of all 
Woe: Not only an eternal Separation from the- 
Preſence of Gob, and the Fruition of thoſe glori- 
ous and unutterable Joys, but alſo endleſs Vexation 
and Torment with the Devil and his Angels: With 
infinite Horror and Anguiſh arifing from the ſull 
Feeling of the whole and unquenchable Wrath of 
Gop, which like a bottomleſs Sea, will ſwallow up 
the Bodies and Souls of all impenitent Sinners. 


* BeS1bes this Knowledge of Man's Miſery, and 
natural Corruption in general, we muſt take N otice 
of thoſe ſpecial, particular Sins, which have found 
Harbour in our Souls; and ſeriouſly and ſenſibly 
conſider the intolerable Curſe of Gop due unto us 
for the ſame. e w 


"LASTLY, we muſt know how. this great Maſs 
of miſerable Mankind was plunged into this accurſ- 
ed State of Damnation and Death. Adam and Eve, 
our firſt Parents, created in the Beginning of the 
World, planted in Paradiſe by the of Gop, 
and placed in full Poſſeſſion of all Holineſs, and 
true Happineſs, did by the Tranſ n of Gop's 
Commandment about the forbidden Fruit, diveſt 
all their Poſterity of that glorious Eſtate, and caſt 
us all into the Gulph of Sin, and Guiltineſs of Dam- 
nation. He being the Father of all Men, and 
Fountain of all Generations following, did ſuſtain 
the publick Perſon of Mankind, both in his Inno- 
cence, and alſo in his Miſery ; in his Felicity, and 


KNnowLEDGE of this Point ſhould beget in us; 

r. A Senſe of our Miſery. 2. Humility. 3. Heavy- 
heartedneſs for our ſinful and accuried State. 4. 
Reſtleſs Greans and Lopgings for Relief and Reco- 
1 " | In 
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Is the third Place we muſt be acquainted with 
the Means of Remedy and Recovery, out of that 
ao and accurſed State, wherein we lie by Na- 


In this Point we muſt know who is able to re- 
deem us „ Sin, Satan, Hell and everlaſting 
Death; and by his Merits and Mediation, to re-. 
ſtore us to Righteouſnefs, Gop's Favour, a 
Conſcience, and a far more glorious 58 
than we loſt in Adam. And alſo the 

Means to purchaſe Intereſt in this blefled 2 
and to partake of thofe Bleſſings een 
eternal Life. 


i OR % former Point,. our Rabbi 5 
—＋ our Sinfulneſs and Curſednels, de- 

the ſecond Perſon in the Tri- 
re, Chrift Tf the on Son of GopD ; who was 
Man that He might be ſubje to the Law, fulfil it, 
and bear the Puniſhment of our Tran ns of 
it: And Gop, that He might make the ience 
of his Life, and Miſeries at his Death, meritorious 
for our Salvation: Who was Man, that He 4 
ſuffer, die, and ſhed his Blood; and God, that 
might break open the Bars of the Earth, and con- 
quer Death, and rife again. For had he been Gon 
alone, Satisfaction could not have been made to 
Divine Juſtice, which muſt be performed in the 
ſame Nature which offended: And if he had been 
only Man, he could not have applied unto us the 
Power of his Paſſion, nem 
tual for us. 


| As to the Office of our Redeemer; 6 3. 
Chrift, that is, God's Anointed, becauſe the Father 
Lender: Aa Ck 

2 89 
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* him with all Gifts meet for that Pur- 


TAaERE are three Parts of his Mediatorſhip: 1. 
The Prophetical Part, whereby he revealeth and 
publiſheth the whole Will and Counſel of Gon, 
his Father, concerning Man's Salvation. 2. His 


Prieſtly Function, whereby he works our full, and 


compleat Redemption; in his holy W 
righteous Life, and bloody Sollen upon, the 

Crofs: And laſtly, his * and Ein Part, 
whereby he mighti 1 aa this in a by the 
iuward ion of his 8 ; powerfully y applies 
it unto us, and ruleth his Church le ill the * udg- 


ment. | 


Taos: Benefits, which ſpring up _=—_ us out of 
this bottomleſs Fountain of *, 6-3 infnite, 
unſpeakable, and glorious; every — them worth 
a World of Gold; yea, ten thouſand Worlds. To 


mention a few; they are. theſe: 1. Participation 


* 


and Union with Chr; » whereby we are 
into Him, .and become one with Him. 2: 
ciliation, whereby we are delivered from the Wrath 
of Gon, the Enmity of the Creatures, and Slavery to 
Satan, and bappily reſtored unto God's Favour 
on Protection. 3. Remiffion of Sins, Lee 


ted Souls are waſhed and diſcharged 
= in, Guilt, Puniſhment, and 3 1 
by the e e of our e 


viour. 


x 


Farin donn t it is required, that we be acr 
quainted with the Means, how we —_ gain an In- 


Pet or ie Wow? pecially ſince 
reateft Part of the World, and even thoſe 


ve in the Profeſſion of true Religion, . 


no Been by Him. 7 + 4 
| T as 
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Tus Spirit of the Lon p Feſus, by his infinite 
Power, doth knit us with a 8 unto 
Chrift, by Means of a true Faith, w by we are 
endued with ſpiritual Life, and all the of 
Heaven. Gop the Father is as it were the Foun- 
tain of this Life; Chri is the Conduit; the Word, 
the Pipe; Faith the Hand that opens it; the beliey- 
ing Heart the Ciſtern which receives this Water of 
Life, wherein it is a Well of Water ſpringing up 
into Everlaſting Life, Job. iv. 14. And the 
Holy Spirit of Gop by the Power of the Word- 
preached, creates in our Hearts this Faith, which 
5 — whereby the Soul is ena- 
bled to apprehend and * particularly, as 
he is ſe forth and offered in the ord ann Ci 
. 


Tuts juſtifying nun ener brings. tes f- 
Jous and — ol Þ ed Love to Gop, his Service, 
People, Word and Sacraments; and an univerſal 
and ſincere Repentance and Amendment of Liſe, 
and a Longing to die, in Hope of a better Liſe. 


Tuvus far of the Knowledge of Gop's Maj 
our own Miſery, and the Means. of Recovery. 

the fourth Place, we muſt be with the 
Nature, Uſe and End of the eee, 4 


run e b 8 mz; v of In- | 
corporation into whereby- 
agus erin, or Borat Houſhold. 
———— — — Je 


— — — —- ep 
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to repreſent, Seals to confirm, and Inſtruments to 
convey Chrift, with all the Benefits of his Paſſiam 


and of Heaven unto every believing Chri- 
ſtian; and ſerve as Bonds of Obedience unto God, 
ſtrict Obligations to the mutual Exerciſe of Chri- 
ſtian Charity, Provocations to Godlineſs, Preſer - 


nefits of Chri/t, | 


Tuis latter, the Lonxp's Supper, is the ſecond 
Sacrament of the Goſpel, wherein, by a ſacramen- 
tal Uſe of Bread and Wine, thoſe that are already 


ingrafted into Chriſt, are nouriſhed, and grow in 


 fpuritual Life, and in the State of Graces + | | 


Tur Signs and outward Matter of this Sacra-: 


ment, are, Bread and Wine: The Things ſigni- 
fied, are Chrif's Body crucified, and his Blood 


Tux principal End of this Sacrament, is, the 
Remembrance of the Death of Ghrif, which He 
commanded unto us at his laſt Parting from us; 
and thereſore that ought to ſtick faſt in our Minds, 
and to renew continually in our Hearts, freſh Mo- 
tions, of Tenderneſs. For the laſt Words of a dy- 
ing Friend beget and fir. up deep Impreſſions, 
and dear Aﬀections in loving and tender Hearts. 
If we read of his Death and Paſſion, that will ftir 
and ſtrike our Hearts with fome Feeling and Sym- 
2 If we have it powerfully preached, it will 

us more ſenſibly. If we it yet nearer to 
out Hearts and let it immedi work upon our 
Minds by Meditation, it will more forci 
prevail upon our Affections. 
were beſore ous Eyes, 2 viſihle Cruci- 
Bruifang of, his 


vations from Sin, Memorials of the principal Be- 


to have, as it 


ing of Chrif,. the | and Shed- 
| 4 bis Blood, doth far above all, breed moſt | 


ere 


SELF-ExAMINATION. | oy. | 
tender and Bleeding, in a Soul foulble ug! 5 


Sin, the true Cauſe of all theſe Sufferings. | 
Tris hſt Repreſentation, Divine Wiſdom made 
Choice of as the — — — 


ker ch the Ker rance of his Death. - 


Gon the Father, aſter that great Deluge and 
fearfut Drowning of the whole World, — the 
Rainbow as a Remembrance to Mankind of 
Salvation and Deliverance from Water. | 
when, He had ſupernaturally fed his People with 
Mana from Heaven, He commanded a Pot full 
of it to be ene 
ſo great Me 2 freed from the devour- 
ng Flood of the Blood-of Chrif, are put in 

nouriſhed 


ptiſm. And 
ry wg wrt Ars wane yn have 


this high and holy Myſtery of the LoaD's 
left 2 us, to continue the Remembrance of ts 
Death and Paſion. | E | 


5 i ING 
Fol ws and Blood, we grow into a nearer and 
nion with Chrif, and partake. myſtical 
hy yr ul truly of a more inward Fellowſhip with 

erſon of Jeſus Chrift, as well in that N js 
Man as Go. 


$I ns ned faſter 
our bleſſed Union with Ci, od Raining le 
2 powerful Means to maintain and increaſe an 
holy Communion of ever Love the 
2 cmbers of Ghrg 
HR Hereby we lay ſurer Hold by the .of 


upon the Meri and vulering of Cry 
feel more ſenſibly the Power and of bis Pab- 


bon ad are more fully ad fecingyaccrwined eo 


— — — CS —— —2 — » 9 — 
* = p 


— „ „144 RR 


& - A TREATISE en 


e te Gop, and the Forgiveneſs of our 


MoREoveER, atthisholy Banquet, our Conſcien- 
ces diſquieted with ſome Infirmities, or Relapſes, 
fince our laſt gs Renovation of our Re- 
ey che and Faith p ing) are ſweetly 92 — 

the Blood of the Lamb; our inward Peac 
aj ſpiritual Joy is increaſed ; we gather Ground 
againſt our Corruptions, and the Power of Sin, 
and become more chearful, ſincere, and univerſal 
in our Obedience. 9 


5 Twowitvor of this Point ſhould ſtir us up, 
T. With Reverence and Thirſting, to come unto 
this high and holy Myſtery, where ſo many glo- 
rious B are offered, 3 
2. Ever to de Gueſts at this holy Banquet, — 
or how often ſoever it ſhall be prepared for us | 


Tuus far have I paſſed paſſed through the four Points. 
1. Of the Majeſty of Gor. 2. Our own Miſery. 
. The Means of Remedy and Recovery. 4. The 
ature, Uſe and End 3 — 
Knowledge of the Subſtance of which, is 
5 5 Wr 


ns end A out this firſt Grace of Know- 
of a fav 

ID 
or though Knowledge be the 
ritual Building, and neceſ- 
if it be not ſanRified/ to a 
> encreaſe his Condemnation. 
ving by theſe Marks: 


r „ — — 


Myſteries, the more clearly he ſees his own Bli 
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Heart that . profits by the-Miniſtry of the W 
and i the Aydery Of the Goel? mw 


Fixs r, it may be preſumed to be ſaving Know- 


ledge if it beget Humility and Lowlinefs of Mind; 


for the more the true Chriſtian knows in the Ward 
of truth, and the deeper he wades in thoſe heav 


neſs, Vanity, inward Filthineſs and natural Corrup- 
tion. As the more Light is let into a filthy Houſe, 
the more the Foulneſs of it is diſcovered; fo the 
furthgg he grows into divine Knowledge, he knows 
better his own Miſery ; God's dreadful Majeſty 
and juſt Vengeance againſt Sin; more largely and 
fully how many Ways he offends againſt ſo merci- 
ful a Father ; er holy Du- 
ties, and in Obedience to his pure and undeſiled 
Law. All which, where there is Grace, are Mat- 
ters of Humiliation and of Taking down ourproud 
Hearts. In human Knowledge of Nature and Phi- 
loſophy, the deeper Skill and the Au Learn- 
ing, if there be an Addition of Modeſty, the lower 
and humbler is a Man's Opinion of himſelf. The 
Reaſon is, the more he knows, the more Doubts, 
Difficulties, Scruples and Perplexitics ariſe in his 
Mind, -which make him more fearful in his Pro- 
ſeſſion, and to think that he comes far ſhort of that 
he ſhould be, tho he go far before thoſe that think 
223 already — It is ſo in divine 

0 of ſupernatural Principles, and heavenly 
Myſteries, where there is 79 aha The fur- 
ther we look into the Book of Gop, and the hi 


Scholars in Chri/f's School, the more lowly-minded, 


and the more humbly conceited we are of our ſelves. 
The Reaſon is, the ſtronger and clearer ſighted we 
are to look into the Chryſtal of Gop's Book, the 
more Spots and Stains we ſee in our Souls, more 
Purity in his Majeſty, more N 
8 : ature; 


— —— — nr, Sor 


82 A TREATISE on 


Nature; and therefore by the Power of Grace, be- 


ing ſorrowful for the Pollutions of our Souls, fear- 
of his Majeſty, and ſenſible of our own Miſery, 
we entertain a lowly Conceit of our ſelves. One 


certain Mark then of ſaving Knowledge ſhall be 


this; the more ſxilful in Scripture, the more hum» 


ble in our own Conceit. 


A stcoxnD Mark of faving Knowledge ſhall be 
this; if it be joined with Converſion of the Heart 
and Reformation of Life; for a ſound Change of 
the Heart and Life ever accompanies ſaving Know- 
ledge. Knowledge without Obedience, is fo. far 
from being available to Salvation, that it haſtencth 
and doubles our Damnation. Small Reaſon have 


tice; for though for a Time they make it ſerve their 
Turn for a Shew, yet at laſt it will end in Sorrow 
and Curſes ; for they increafe the Hardneſs of their 
Heart, the Guiltineſs of their Conſcience, and the 
Number of their Stripes and Damnation in Hell, 
according to the Meaſure of their fruitleſs Know- 
— ere are many baſe and degenerate Ends 
of Knowledge, which prophane Men propoſe to 
themſelves; but the Chriſtian muſt make the End 
of his Knowledge, Practice of Holineſs in his own 
Life, aud Inſtruction of Others in the Ways of 
Gop, if he would make it ſaving to himſelf. 
Knowledge, without theſe Ends 2 vp our proud 
Nature with more Pride and Se nceit, but nei- 


ther begets Life in Souls, nor ſound Hope of Immor- 


tality. - 


- TainprLy, it is edg'd with a longing Deſire, 
and inſatiable Thirſt after more. For the true 
Chriſtian, not reſting in hiſtorical, formal Know- 


ledge, but diving into the myſtical Knowledge of 
the Myſteries of Salvation, which the Spirit of Goo 


Men to be proud of their Knowledge without Prac- 
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doth reveal to faithful Chriſtians, doth" there find* ' 
and feed upon ſuch heavenly Sweetneſs, ſuch rich: 
and glorious Comforts, that he is never well, but 
when he is digging into this celeſtial Mine, 
and wading further into theſe holy Secrets. 
holy Greedinels after, and a continual Growth in 
Knowledge, is one ſpecial Mark then, that our, 
Knowledge is ſaving. For it is an yndoubted Cha- 
racter of all Graces, where they are in Soundneſs, 
there they are growing. If we have once taſted how. 
ſweet the Lokp is, there will be a Deſire to en- 


 FourTHLy, ſavin Knowledge is diffuſive and 
communicative of itſelf. It is in the Soul of a Chriſt- 


ian, as the Sun in his Sphere. The Sun doth not 


confine his Light within his own fair Body, 
hurls it on every Side; he caſts it upward, and fo. 
makes all the 3 bright and beautiful about 
him: He throws his Beams downward upon the 
Earth, and there Herbs, Graſs and Flowers, 
Fruit- Trees, and all the Beauty and Glory of the 
Earth: He pierces further, and. with his Heat inſi- 
nuates into the Bowels of the Earth, where there is. 
any the leaſt Paſſage, and there engenders all Man- 
ner of Metals, Gold, - Silver and precious Stones: 
Yet further, he glides by the Side of the Earth with 
his unreflected and makes all thoſe golden 
N Stars, in the oppoſite Part of the y: 
ay, 2 of doing Good, that it ſtrikes 
through the Firmament into the tranſparent Parts, 
and ſceks as it were to beſtow its Brightnels and 
Beauty beyond the Heavens, and never reſtrains 
the free Communion of his Influence and Glory, 
untill it determine by natural and neceſſary Expira- 
tion: So that he as much of his Li and 


, 
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fied Soul of a true Chriſtian, labours to enlighten 


thoſe that are round about him; to teach and in- 
ſtruct his Family, his Wife, his Servants, his Chil- 
dren, (if he have any of theſe) in the Ways of God- 
lineſs, and Doctrine of Salvation; deſires and de- 
lights to acquaint his Kindred, his Friends, his Ace 
quaintance with thoſe comfortable Leſſons, which 
himſelf hath learned out of the Book of Gop: And 
even among he takes Occaſion to infinu- 
ate heavenly Matters; that ſo his erty. may 
be fruitful, and working for his Maſter's Advan- 
3 in all ies; 4 
ing, that thoſe that oppoſe themſelves agai 
— and Gop's Truth, may be — 
his Admonition and Reproofs. And beſides 
this, it is edged with an endleſs Deſiure of doing 
Good fill. For it is a true Principle in Chriſti- 
anity: The Performances of Gon's Children are 
many, their E more, their Defires endleſs. 


Tuvs ſaving Knowledge is ever ſpreading,'moſt 
liberal and 2 of itlelf, ſhining — about 
Nr 


A srcovp Grace, touching which we ſhould 


examine ourſelyes, is Faith: I mean true and juſti- 
ing Faith, a ſpiritual Jewel of unvaluable Price, 
very Life of our Souls, the Root and Founda- 
tion of all true Comfort, both in Life and Death, 
without which tis impoſſible that either our Re- 
ceiving the Sacrament, our Offering up our Pray- 
8 caring the Word, or any other 
Service, tho? in its own Nature, ever ſo good of 
neoeſſary, ſhould either be acceptable unto (Gov, 
or profitable to ourſelves. wy, 
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Tris Having Faith I thus deſine: It is a 1 
natural Gift of God, inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, 
whereby the humble Soul, being enlighten' d with 
the Knowledge of the Doctrine of Salvation, and 
aſſenting thereunto, is enabled to lay Hold on the 
meritorious Righteouſneſs of Chri/t, and all the glo- 
rious Benefits of his Paſſion, as ging particu- 
larly to itſelf. 65 163k HE 


Tuts wonderful and holy Grace is wrought in 
the Heart, after this Manner 122 


Fist, There is a Mollify ing and Manuring of 
the Heart, that it may be as it were furrowed and 
fitted for this precious Seed of Life. And that thus: 


1. By the Miniſtry of the Word, there. muſt 
knowledge be planted in the Underſtanding both + 
1 the pany rm powerful — 4 whereof 
ets epentance, a n reparative to 
the Infuſton of Faith,) and of the Goſpel, a ſea- 
ſonable A on of the gracious Promiſes, 
which draws on Evangelical Repentance, whereof 
ins the Life of Faith. 2. The Heart muſt give 
full Aſſent, and be effectually perſuaded, that thoſe 
divine Principles were xey for the Salvation of 
Mankiad, and. that' they are moſt true, ow 
Secrets of Heaven, and divinely inſpired. This 
Aſſent and Perſuaſion, is called Hiſtorical Faich; or 
Faith of Knowledge. 3. The Law begins to work 
upon the Conſcience, and wound the Soul by a 
clear Diſcovery, and wide ing of our many 
ulcerous Corruptions, all the Vanities of our Life, 
and particular Sins, and by affecting the Heart 
with a thorough Senſe and Feeling of the fierce 
Wrath of Gon, ready to break out in - ; 
able Elames of Vengeance, againſt every Sin we 
have committed. 4. The Heart is ſtricken thro? 
Ver, IX. ing et with 


* — » -% 


in the deep Mire of Fears and Terrors, beg! 
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with Fear and Trembling; it is broken and bruiſ- 
ed quite into Pieces with Terror and Remorſe; it 
is pregnant of Grief and Sorrow, and mournful 
beyo the Mourning of a Dove. For a Man, in 
this Caſe, feels himſelf to be a moſt hateful and 
accurſed Creature, enthralled to the Slavery and 


endleſs Confuſions of Satan and Hell, of Damna- 


tion and Death. * 


Tuvus far the Heart hath been in preparing for 
that Root of all Graces, that Plant of Heaven, an 
holy and ſaving Faith. In the ſecond Place, mark 
how it ſprings up in the mournful and humbled 


| | . a 4 ; ; «A 
Tux Soul of a Man being thus bruiſed and bro» 
ken, and rightly prepared with the Terrors of the 
Law, is now fitted to receive the precious Oil of 
the Promiſes of the Goſpel, and Comforts of ſav · 


1. THe poor Soul being quite overwhelm'd with 
Waters of Anguiſh and , and ſticking faſt 
ns to 
look about for Comfort and Succour; none is to 
be found in any Creature, no Gold nor Silver, no 
Friends nor Phyſick will do him 3 no 
Man or Angel, or any Creature can adminiſter any 
Relief. No Mun can deliver his Brother, nor mate 
Agreement unto Gop for him, for it ca mare to re- 
deem a Soul; he muſt let that alone forever. At laſt 
it caſts its ye upon that infinite Sea of GOD 
Mercy, which gloriouſty ſtreams through the bleed- 
ing Wounds of Chriff Feſus,- upon every 'truly 
broken and contrite | ; it faſtens its Sight upon 
our blefſed Redeemer, as He is ing upon the 
Croſs, ſtruggling with his Father's Wr 
Sins, and Crying at laſt: It it e It 


rath for our 


— 
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quench the __ Flax, takes the pantin 

Soul by nd; receives it into anc 
Grace and Aer takes off the Burthen of its 
Sins; knocks off the Bolts of Terror and Remorſe; 
bathes it in- the ſovereign and ſaving Blood of his 
own dear Son, and accounts it pers NE 9 
for Jui 8 1 | | 


Tavs Frith is brought forth. Now ;nthe third 
Place behold it Wann ee growing in the 
eart. * | 3 
' AFTER that ſaving Faith, with ee 
Groans and Sighs, ad ſtrong Cries, hath laid 
Hold on the bitter and vidorion Paſſion of Ghri/t, 
and ſo purchaſed Favour and Remiſſion of Sins; 
1. It preſently returns this - bleſſed N unto 
the Soul; that it is certainly and ary 


led by the Covenant of Grace, freſhly ſealed with 


the r unto 1 —— | 
is being done, it is with Jo 
— — Dodecnd. | | 
ing: 2 — Lf e 
Extaſies, it conſiders what Things have — 
done for it, what extraordinary Love and infinite 
Mercy hath been ſhewn unto it: And thereupon, 2. 
preſently addrefleth itſelf to ical Repentance 
to bewail heartily all his Sins, and former wick 
Life, not ſo much for Fear of God's 


1 

i 

0 

d 

Ven d 

as he did in legal Repentance, but with godly Sr di 
row, for having ſo vilely and rebelliouſſy grieved . + 
Foy 

an 


and offended fo gracious a Father; and fo doth re- 
folutely abandon the Practice of every Sin, and 
throw out of his Heart the Allowance of every the 
leaſt Infirmity: And 3. forever after ſettles him- 
ſelf to Holineſs of Life and Heart, a good Con- 
ſcience, and an univerſal Obedience to God's 
Commandments; by Growth in which, and by 
9 of G 0Þ's ſpecial Love _—— 


19 


883 


SrIr-ENAuNATTOx. 89 


the Courſe of his Chriſtian Life, and new Obedi- 
ence, his Faith receives continual Life and 

until it come to that Heighth of Aſſurance, that he 
is able to fay: 7 will not the the Barth be 
moved, and the' the Mouritams be caft into the Mia 
of the Sea. This noble Elevation of Spirit, is the 
natural Iſſue of a ftrong Faith. Which if we 
would attain or preſerve, we muſt watchfully look 
unto our Hearts, Lives and Conſciences, that they 
be pure, unſpotted and tender; we muſt take 
Heed of Relapſes, and warily prevent Falls into 
Sin. For we ſhall find our Faith to ebb and flow, 
C ˙ Aprons 4 


Tuus I have briefly opened to you the Nature; 
Birth and Growth of Faith: And the rather, leſt 
you deceive your own Hearts with falſe Faiths; I 
mean Faiths unſufficient to Salvation; of-which 
thete be many Kinds; as, Win: b | 


ing Saving Faith, that the Devil and his 
excell Men herein: For whereas many 
are quite Ignorant of the Word, and many ha 
CI vat] IIS 
tainly believe it, and yet do more 
| $£condLy, There is a Faith of Miracles; 
which is an inward 3 A. Heart, 
1 ſome ſpecial Inſti the Holy 
ho 9 | 
ſwaded, that God 'wi 
2 = 5 to 


n 
. 
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to bring to paſs ſome ſtrange and extraordinary 
Things. This hath no Power for Salvation. Ju- 
das was endued with this Power, as well as the reſt 
of the es. And we ſee, Matt. vii. 22. Ma- 
ny Workers of Miracles ſhall be rejected at the laſt 

Day. Many, faith Chrift, will jay unto me in that 
Day; Lon, Loxp, have we not by thy Name 
prophefied? and by thy Name caft out Devils? and 
| Name done many great Works? And then will 


. Truma There is an Ima dai wich 
deceives and damns Sor — 
ſtrong and bold Perſwaſion, without all Truth, 
Ground, or Warrant, that Chrift is their Saviour, 
that have Part in his Paſſion, and ſhall un- 
daubtedly be faved, when indeed there is no ſuch 
Matter: And therefore it is no true Perſwaſion, 
but a vain Preſumption, a ſtrong Delufion. And 
this is — — 1. When ye hare — 
in Ignorance, without all 
Cn Prin tones chaſe — 
that they do no Man Harm; that pray Morn- 
CRY ;) build a bold and —— 
ſion, that es as! Right in Chr; 
the Beſt of them all; w indeed they: lic 
thralled in the Chains of Damnation, hae 
Strangers to the Life of Gap, by Reaſon of the 
Ignorance which is in them. For Knowledge in 
the Word af Gap, is the Foundation of all ſpiri- 
tual Building; without it there can no true Faith 
be had, no Repentance, no new Obedience, no 
ſavi raden t all in this Life, or Salvation in 
the World to come: 2. When Men entertain 2 
and bold Conceit, that Cbriſt belongs to 
them with all his Benefits, and yet harbour a Lik- 
. 
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to continue in one ſweet Sin or other, and will not 
be ſubdued by the Power of the Word, to'a tho- 
rough Change of Heart, and Amendment of Life. 
Theſe Men think they are wiſer than all the Chri- 
ſtians, that ever were, which could never find fo 
ſmooth: a Way to. Heaven : But 2 
fearfully deceive their poor Souls. Faith of 
theſe 8 i 

of true Faith, to purge the Heart, 
—— the Life; to — itſelf in true 
Repentance, and ſincere Obedience: And, 3. 
When Men conceive a bold and ſtrong Perſwaſion 
that Chrift is their Saviour, and yet ſet Light by 
the Miniſtry: of the Word and Sacraments ; em- 
bracing them only at their Leiſure and Pleafure, 
ſo far as their worldly Commodities, and . carnal 
Contentment will give them Leave; but not with 


hungry ſpiritual Appetites, and humble Submiſ- 


ſion to the Power thereof. The Faith of theſe 
Men is but a vain Preſumption; for juſtifying 
Faith is ever conceived, cheriſhed: and confirmed, 
— religious, conſtant and powerful Uſe of the 
Word and Sacraments. The Seeds of à weak 
Faith, (if it be true and juſtifying) ſown in the 
Heart by the Holy Ghoſt, doth grow by little 
and little to a ſtrong Faith and full Affurancez-but 
ever by.a zealous and profitable Purſuit of the 
Means of Grace and Knowledge, W Read- 
ing, Prayer, Meditation, Conference, Uſe of the 
ts, Singing of Palms, Conſcience and 
Faithfulneſs in our Calling, Mercifulneſs to the 
Poor. He that hath true Faith, will ever have 
holy Means, theſe 


both an Eye and Heart to theſe 
godly Exerciſes. | 
0: 4s TukExx is alſo a Dead Faith, which is to be 
found in many that make grew Shew of Forward- 
neſs in Chriſtianity; When Men have good * 
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of Knowledge, follow the Word and Sacraments 
with Diligence, are able to diſcourſe with Under- 
ſtanding, on Points of Religion, have Re- 
ſpect to the Commandments of the Table: 

ut-in Dealings with their Brethren, they ſhame 
their Profeflion, deny the Power of Chriſtianity, 
and plainly ſhew that their Faith is without Life; 
their ſecret and cloſe Conveyances for enriching 
themſelves and ing their Eſtates, do clearly 
diſcover the Deadneſs of their Faith, and Death of 
their Souls in Sin. | 

5. THERE is a Temporaty Faith; whereby a 
Man may attain great and excellent Things ; as 
Knowledge of the Myſtery of Chriſt; Apprehen- 
fion of his Excellency; ſome worthy Gifts of the 
_ Ghoſt; Rejoicing in the Goſpel; pow- 
R 


Effects of the World to come; ſome Kind of 
and Converſion; ſome good Affecti- 
ons to God's Glory and Miniſters; Reformation 
of many Sins; and outward Holineſs; and yet for 
all this, not be truly te to a lively Hope 
in Chrift Jeſus. 
ſearch our 


Drunkard; the unclean Perſon, the Scor 
Uſurer, the Worldling ? If | 
the civil honeſt Man, cannot 

the notorious” Sinner appear 

enter into the Kingdom of 5 
able, Luke xiii. 14. what ſhall become of theſe 


* * 
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run as faſt from it as they can? that root in the Earth 
that hunt after the World all their Life long? 
Many Thouſands of poor Souls moſt fearfully de- 
ceive themſelves in this Point, about the State of 
their Souls. How many do not with that Gladneſs 
hear,” with that Reverence reſpect, with that Re · 
formation of many Things follow, the Miniſters 
of the Word, as Herod did Jahn Baptift? "How 
many have not half that Zeal for the Loxp of 

Hoſts as Jebu bad? How many never humbled 
themſelves with Faſting, or mourned in Sackcloth 
for their Sins, as Ahab did? I fay, how many have 
not gone half ſo far in theſe Points, and yet think 
all is well with n and rr nan hn 7 1 


"nn | 
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Tur not deceive ts Beloved 
in the bee I ſhall more particularly ſhew 
you wherein the Power of a Temporary — 

unſufficient to Salvation, 
„ bes bel £m 
void of Saving Faith, may go in Things, 
Ir. if he go no farther be a Caft-away 


1. As concerning the Word, he may hear ie, 
underſtand it, aſſent to it, 
ſome Duties commanded by | 
While, it is not the Savour of Life to him- 2. He 
may go far in Faith, believe the Truth and Power 
of the Word, believe the Promiſes, believe Chriff 
died RR: n en, yea, and hope he is one of them 
that Chri died for; and yet have no Part in Him. 
3. He may go far in Repentance: For he may 
confeſs his Sins, he may feel Pricks in his Conſci- 
_—_ have Sorrow in his Heart, and Tears in his 
rat ark he may promiſe and purpoſe for a 

ime to amend, yea, and make Reftitution and 
9 for Wrongs done; he may * 
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Penſiveneſs and Terror after ſome horrible Fact, 
for fear of Hell-Fire, as had Judas, Cain, Ahab, 
and ſuch like, and yet come ſhort of Salvation. 4. 
f outward Shew of an holy and 
upright Life; he may be a juſt Dealer; an otdina- 
ry to Church; a — Pay- maſter ; a Re- 
liever of the Poor; a bountiful outs Rouge real 
rauen 


War chen beloved Brethren, it very nearly 
concerns every Man to enquire and try whether 

his Converſion be counterfeit or real; whether his 
Converfiod:be but. md and Ge in Show only, 
or ſincere and truly Chriſtian. And never aner 


his Eyes to ſleep, nor his Eye - lids to ſſumber; ne- 
ver to pleaſe himſelf in any Grace or Services; 


until comparing them with thoſe attainable by we 
Unbeliever, he find himſelf to go 
and to aſcend to that Pitch, which no ſuch can 
poſſibly attain unto. Elſe our ſure Foundation 
will be to lay, when it is too late, when the Rain 
N andthe Floods come, . Wands Wor 


By T forme Men will ſay within themſelves; 
* This is ſowre and uncomfortable Doctrine in- 
« deed. What! a Man go fo far, and yet be a 
«« Caſt-away! and yet be damn'd! Gop. forbid, 
Let — Comfort, and Salvation 
<< preached Mercy, cer ge n 
. — —— for all their Falls were re- 
« ſtored to Mercy. Let us hear of the Thief's 
« Converſion upan Ge Crab, 228 
die Doctrine ax this.” 


. Tanswer: Nothing hath been deliver'd in this 
Point, but that which hath ſure Foundation out of 
the Word of Truth. It may, and ſhould be un- 
comfortable to ſuch as are drunk with 3 
. 4 10 - 


i a hes he 


Dy ye neg ev ay eto age 


Grace of GoÞ's Spirit, poſſeſt of thoſe 
Graces of which no Unbeliever can idly bs 
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Proſperity 4 to thoſe that are deſirous 
to ſave their Souls, and yet are reſolved to conti - 
nue in Sin; to-all formal Profeſſors and half Chri- 
ſtians. But it is far better for ſuch to hear the 
Voice of Terror out of the Law of Gop now, than 
hereafter to be turned into Hell with that Voice of 


Vengeance: Go ye curſed into everlaſting Fire. It 
Damnation upon 


n than to endure it r 


As for the'true'Cheidian, this makes his Heart 
dance within him; makes his Soul melt with- 
in him, and reſolve into Praiſes and Thankful. 
nes; when he finds himſelf, by the 


Partaker; when he 1 — 
is in his inward Parts; that of 

La dn en Rae ed lee ee 
to all Gop's Commandments, (which are infalli- 
ble Marks and Characters which diſtinguiſh him 
2 — he ſeriouſly - 
conſiders how far an Unbeliever may go, what 
Graces und- Perfadtions ho may: attait; and-all16 


no Purpoſe; it makes him more zealous, careful 
and diligent to make his Election ſure by Sincerĩty 
5 els; to Leue of Goo 1 C77 
the Prize of the High- calling of , 
us; r the- fraigh * 
te, and with cs toy Hold on 
the Kingdom of Dorine then is 


r Cor- 
rolive to the Prophane, ind x comforrable Condat 
to the Chriſtian, | von 
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dut never repent and riſe again with them. 
8.54. 
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not to encourage us with Confidence to ſin, but 
to make us walk warily, and work. out our Salva- 


tion with Fear and I Look upon Da- 
vid, crying in His ſtrong Agonies, and Anguiſh of 
Spirit, Pal. xxxviii. his Sin was as Fire in his 
Bones: He had not a good Day for a long Time, 
but the Grief and Horror of his finful Pleaſures 
made him cry out: He bought his Sin full dear. 
As for the Example of the Thief; 1. The Lorp 
knock'd but once at his Heart by one Sermon, and 
he repented, believed, and openly confeſs'd Chri/t; 
thou haſt heard many, and art yet hard-hearted, 
and unbelieving. 2. This is an extraordi Ex- 
ample, and has no Parallell in Scripture. A King 
ſometimes pardoneth a Malefactor at the Place of 
Execution, wilt thou therefore preſume on the 
ſame? 3. It was a Miracle; with the Glory 
wheredf our Saviour would honour the Ignominy 
of the Cross. We may almoſt as well expect a 
- ſecond: Crucifying of Chri/t, as a ſecond ſuch Thict. 


Tavs fat of Faith inſufficient to Salvation, with 
which Thouſands content and deceive themſelves. 
But beſides this, I muſt acquaint you with ſome 
By-paths about-Faith, which except they be care- 
fully avoided, will lead us into Miſery : And theſe 
are Three: 1524801 15321 er eki ons 


1. Tr Firſt ſtands in Exceſs, and that is Cre- 
dulity. Many tho' they be fold unto Sin, and ſwim 
down the Current of the Times, yet would gladly 
be thought to have Faith in Ch. Though they 
were never humbled. for their Sins, their Hearts 
never broken and bruiſed with Terrors of the Law, 
and Remorſe of Conſcience; though they never 
once groaned or ſighed under the Burden of their 

man, Of they peremptorily perſwade them- 
{elves they ſhall be ſaved at laſt; and when me 
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to all, that Go p will be very loch to caſt awa 
any of his Creatures, and to turn them into H 
But except we be ſtark Atheiſts, or blaſphemous 
Miſcreants, to think that Gop is as Man, that He 
ſhould lie, we may affure ourſelves that the Wicked 
ſhall be turned into Hell, and all the People that for- 

t Gon, Pſal. ix. 17. And how terribly the 

ORD will come againſt all thoſe, who go on in 
their Wickedneſs, //aiah tells us, Chap. Ixvi. rs, 
16. Behold (faith he) the LoxD will come with Fire, 
and his Chariots like a Whirkvind, that He may re- 
compence hit Anger with Wrath, and his Indignation 
with a Flame of Fire. For the Lox D will judge 
with Fire and Sword all Floß, and the Slain of the 
Loxp hall be many. 


Lr no Man then with a eſs and too 
credulous Conceit, build too much upon the Lord's 
Mercies: For it is a Truth far more firm, than ei- 
ther the Pillars of the Earth, or Poles of Heaven; 
That ts every one that difobeys the Truth, and obeys 
Unrighteoufneſs, there ſhall be Indignation and Wrath. 
Tribulation and Anguiſb oll be upon the Soul of 
one that deth Evil. Therefore, if any fay; [ will 
go on in my Sin, and not tir vaiidied, it is as 
if he fay; I will drink Poiſon, and not be 
choaked; I wi into a Plague-houſe, and not 
be infected; I will caft myſelf into the Bottom of 
the River, and not be drown'd. 1 


2. ANOTHER By- path ſtands in Defect, and 
that is Infidelity: Upon this Rock Thouſands run 
„ I their Souls to Pieces. It is a ſecret 
Diftruſt of Gop's Promiſes propounding Happineſs 
to Man, relying on the Mercy of Gop in Chrif. 
This hath always reigned in many in the World, 
doth at this Day, and.will do, as long as the World 
endureth. Every-Worldling is in a great Meafure 

Vor. IX. I poſ- 
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poſſeſt of this Unbelief: For were he thoroughly 
perſwaded of the Certainty of endleſs Pains, and 
everlaſting Joys, how were it poſſible, that for a 
little earthly Pelf, which he heaps together, with 
much Anxiety, keeps together with many Fears 
and Jealouſies, parts from (and perhaps he knows 
not to whom) with much Sorrow; I ſay, that for 
a little ſuch earthly Pelf, he ſhould ſell his immor- 
tal Soul to Damnation. 


3- A THIRD By-path, is Deſpair. I know Deſpair 
15 properly oppoſed to Hope and not to Faith: 
But I handle it here, becauſe when a Man is caſt 
down by the Terrors of the Law; if he mils of the 
right Path that leads to the rich Mercies of Gop 
in Chrift Jeſus, he may fall into the Gulph of De- 
ſpair. Now Preſumption, tho' it be a contrary 
Courſe toward Damnation, and quite Oppoſite to 
that which is by Deſpair; yet it is the direct Way 
to it. When Men, in the Day of their Viſitation, 
are called upon to leave their Sins, and yet will 
not entertain the Power of the Word into their 
Hearts and Affections, but go ſtill on preſuming 
upon Gop's Mercy; ſuch Men as theſe, when the 
have run their Race of Security, are readieſt to f 
into Deſpair. . 


Tur Gon often leaves preſumptuous Sinners 
to fall thus, appears plainly in his Word; Becauſe / 
have called, and ye refuſed, I have flretched out mine 
Hand, and none would regard: Then hall they call 
upon Me, but I will not anſwer; they ſhall ſeek Me 
early, but they ſhall nat find. Me, Prov. i. 24, 28. 
This Refuſing to be reformed in the Day of Grace, 
Abuſing Go »v's Loving-kindnefs, Long-ſuffering 
and Forbearance, and Preſuming upon his Mercy 

againſt the Truth of his Word, and Glory of bis 
Juſtice, make Way for utter Rejection and Deſpair 

| | | N ö in 
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in the Day of Trouble and Heavineſs. As we 
deſire then to decline theſe woful Miſeries, and 
fear to fall into this Dungeon of Deſpair: Let us 
in the Name of Gop, in this acceptable Lime of 
Repentance, turn unto the Lok d, and to true Ho- 
lineſs, from our Ignorance, Prophaneneſs, World- 
lineſs, Coldneſs in Religion, and all other Sins. 
In this Day of our gracious Viſitation, let us ſub- 
mit ourſelves with Humility and Obedience to 
the Power of the Word, and a fruitful Practice of 

the ſame. WM” 


Ber oveD inthe Loxp Feſus, this is your Day; this 
is your Seed-time. As you love your own Souls, fuf- 
fer the immortal of the Word to fink into the 
Furrows of your Hearts, and bring forth Fruit. Now 
lay up heavenly and ſpiritual Treaſures; (you 
know not what Storms or Tempeſts may befal 
you . hereafter;) and they will be ſure to Hold out 
againſt the Deſolations of the whole World; a- 
gainſt Wind and Weather, Want and Poverty; 
even againſt the Ruins of Heaven and Earth; they 
will never fail you, but laſt eyerlaſtingly. Take 
Heed of preſuminꝑ on Gop's Mercies: It is that wide 
and woful Snare by which Satan draws, a great 
Part of Men into his Kingdom of Darkneſs. He 
that here makes Go p all Mercy, ſo to diſhonour 
him without Remorſe, all his Life long, ſhall moſt. 
certainly hereafter find Him all Juſtice, ſo that he 
m__ glorify his Truth, in receiving the Wages of 
ſuch wilful Impiety. © _. ** 


Bur the chief Thing I would ſpecially ad- 
viſe and perſuade you to is, When it ſhall pleaſe 
the Lox o by an effectual Application of the Law, 
to bring upon your Souls true Sorrow and Con- 
trition, I would then have you to be very waryz 
YT I ee you 

2 may 


* 
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may either ſink under the Burden of your Sins, 
and deſpair; or lay faſt Hold upon the Son of Gop 
and be ſaved. 


In the Name of Gop take Heed : When ſpiri- 
tual Afflictions ſeize upon you, be ſure to take the 
right Way. Be not afraid, becauſe of the Word 

Truth; to the truly humbled and broken Heart, 


wy. Jeſus opens his Arms far wider; the Bowels 
of G0 | 


D's Mercies roll together, to ſhew Compal- 
ſion with far more Tenderneſs, than ever the dear- 
eſt Mother to her ſweeteſt Child. Oh! take Heed 
of that hateful Gulph of Deſpair! Do not ſo far 
gratify the Enemy of Gop and Man! Do not fo 
much wrong thoſe yearning Bowels of Gop's ten · 
dereſt Compaſſions, which never broke any bruiſed 
Reed! Be not fo cruel unto yourſelves, as to ſtop 
the bottomleſs and boundleſs Sea of Gop's Mercies 
from your own Souls! Oh! be not ſuch Lions and 
Tygers, as to tear and deyour your poor Souls with 
urecoverable Sorrows! Oh! never, never deſpair 
of Gop's Mercies! It is thought that Judas did 
more diſhonour Gop in deſpairing of his Mercies, 
than in betraying of his Son. Do not then ſo vio- 
late the ſure Promiſes of our gracious Gop, as to 
deny Mercy to a bruiſed Spirit; a Sacrifice far 
more pleaſing unto him, than the Beafts upon a thou- 
fand Hills! Do not, Oh! do not trample under 
Foot that unvaluable Blood, by thinking it inſuf- 
ficient for your Salvation! _ 


IT is a 
have often told you) to be thrown down by 
the Power and Terrors of the Law, into Sorrow 


* 


your Sins, and Senſe of Gop's juſt Indignation a» 
gainſt Sinners. 1 — — 
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Step towards Salvation, (as I 


and Anguiſh of Heart, with a thorough Sight of 


Sen 


r #4 Wer! 
* - 7 


Lins, let him make himſelf from the Duſt, und 
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Sins after your Souls have melted into Tears of 
true Repentancez Oh! then take Heed of liſtening 
to the bloody Temptations of that roaring Lion, 
that is then moſt buſy to-draw you to Deſpair ! Do 
not by any Means wound the Wounds, of your 
Soul with refulin to be comforted ! But pron 


by the Hand of Faith, frame a Plaiſter of Chi 


precious Blood, and appiy it cloſe to your bro A 
Hearts. The wideo Wounds, Sorrow for Sin hath 
made in your Souls, the more plentiful Streams of 
the ſoft and ſovereign Oil of the Comforts of the 
Goſpel, and Promiſes of Peace ſhall be ſure to 
cloſe up your Sores, Gop muſt deny Himſelf, 
which is impoſſible; He muſt diſrobe Himſelf of 
the brighteſt Beam of his Glory, which is his Mer-- 
cy, before He can * — to the. truly Peni- 
tent, or refuſe to give to thoſe that are heavy 
laden with their Sins, and weary of the Burden. 
If it pleaſe the LoRp once to touch your Conſci- 
ences with true 3 for you „ r Sins, and to 
your Hearts with a per tred and Loathing of 
your former Vanities, ＋ not diſmayed to approach 
the Throne of Mercy and Grace, for ATE che 
Lok p is plentiful Redemption. 

former Lives have been ſo rebellious, w 

accurſed, that you are able to look 2 


Catalogue of Sins, as black as Hell, 2 1 


Blood, as foul as Sodom, yet if now in this Time. 
of Grace, you will faithfully turn unto the LRH 
you ſhall find Eaſe unto your panting Hearts, and. 
everlaſting Peace unto your troubled Boas. 1 a 


Wavy then. if there r dtoopil or 40 
treſſed Conſcience among you; if there de any 
Soul that is truly humbled wich the Senſe of his 


defy Deſpair. Ohl how fair a Thing is. Mercy: 
N e It is like a Cloud of: 
1.2 Rain: 
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Rain in the Time of Drought. If he will go on 


with the great Work of Regeneration, which the 
Lon p bach happily begun in him; if he truly hate 
thoſe Sins that now ſo grieve his Heart; if he will 
faithfully forſake them, and amend his Life, my 
Soul for his, he ſhall be ſaved. And were the Sins 
of his former Vanity as great as the hugeſt Moun- 


tains; as many in Number as the Sands of the Sea- 


ſhore; as red as Scarlet; I dare aſſure him, they 
ſhall become as white as the driven Snow, and as. 
though they had never been. Were his Soul all 
— — with the Blood of Men, as Manaſfſe/'s 


was, with the Blood of Souls; with the Blood of 


Saints, as was Paul's; with the Blood of the Son 
of Gon, as was the Jes; yet it ſhall be as fair as. 
the brighteſt Sun-beam, and @s the Wings of a 
Dove, which are covered with Silver, and bis Fea- 
thers are of yellow Gold. 


| Tan perſwaded by this Time ſome Man's Heart 


doth dance for Joy, at the Diſcovery of this im- 
meaſurable Bounty, and theſe rich and 
| Mines of God's infinite Mercy, that hath no Part 
in them at all; whoſe Conceit that theſe Comforts 
belang unto him, is but like a poor Man's Dream 
of Gold. For I muſt tell you, that I dare not for 


my Life promiſe ſo much as one Drop of this 


mighty Sea of Mercy to any prophane Man, to 


a Oy to-any that on in his 
Wicked, juſtify the . 
Gon doth curſe. This Balm belongs only to broken 
Hearts: Theſe precious Oils are heuer vovehſaſed 
but to wounded Spirits: Theſe Jewels are the Por- 
ons of thoſe only that fear the D, and tremble 
at his. Wards, Iſa. Ixvi. 2. Let them in the Name 
of Gop take them and wear them, let them feed 


upon, and bl dene with theſe de Cant 
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forts, *for they are theirs, and a Thouſand mate; 
yea, all the Mercies of God, the unvaluable Price 
of Ghrif's Bloodſhed, and all the Joys of Heaven. 


. Tavs far of Faiths inſufficient for Salvation, 


and of By-paths about Faith. In the next Place, 
I come to propoſe ſome Marks of a true Faith ; 
— 4 I would have every Man to examine 


1. FizsT, We may know our Faith to be ſound 
and ſaving, if we find in ourſelyes that Preparation 
of the Heart for the Infuſion of Faith, that Breed- 


ing and Springing of it in the Heart, and that 


bleſſed Birth thereof, which I have before laid 
down unto you. 


By the Miniſtry of the Word (for that is the 
ordinary Means of ing the precious Grace of 
Gving Faith; I fay ordinary, becauſe ſometimes it 
pleaſeth Gop to work by other Means; % ſe- 
cret Motions and Inſpirations, by private Reading, 
Conference, Inſtruction, or ion z) there 
is ever wrought firſt in the Soul, a Knowledge of 
that Sinſulneſs and Curſedneſs by Nature: | 
upon a ſerious Conſideration of this Point, it is 
broken and bruiſed with true Remorſe, Terror and 
Compunction: After by Conſeſſion of its wretched 
. 

t to an holy ir, it w re- 
nounceth itſelf as unworthy of Life,” or Breath, or 
Being; nay, worthy. of ten thouſand Damnations. 
8 1 by at of 

op, it begins to lift up its Eye upon the gracious 
Promiſes of Salvation, revealed in the Goſpel, and 
ſbinipg moſt gloriouſly in the Face of Chriff Jeſus. 
Diſcomfort, begin to ſhine ſame. Glimpſes 923 
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fort; ſome little Hope of Pardon, Moo and Re- 
covery; becauſe it ſees, that the Sufferings of 
Chrift, are ſufficient to heal all its Sores: Whence 
immediately ariſeth, a longing Thirſt after the 
Mercies of Gop, and Merits of Chrift Jeſus: At 
laſt with Groans'and Sighs unutterable, with.Pray- 
ers and ſtrong Cries, it caſts itſelf upon thoſe yearn- 
ing Bowels of Compaſſion, that are ever ready to 
bind up the broken Heart, and upon our bleſſed 
Redeemer ſuffering for our Sins. 2 
By ſuch Preparations, ſaving Faith is ſhed into 
the Soul. But other Faiths come eaſily; for they 
are either but mere Fancies; as the three Kinds of 
imaginary Faith, before ſpoken of ; or elſe only 
floating in the Brain; as the hiſtorical and 'the 
dead Faith: Or lightly come, lightly gone; as 
temporary Faith; ſo that uſually they enter, and 
are entertained, without any ſenſible Change or 
great Alteration, either before. their Coming, or 
afterward. ' 7 
Tus in the firſt Place, we may try whether 


our Faith be true, by conſidering the Degrees and 


Steps by which it grows up in us. It comes not 
idly and eaſily, lightly and inſenſibly; but by the 
Power of the Miniſtry ; by a Sight and Senſe of our 
Sins; by an Apprehenſion of Gop's Wrath due to 
us for the ſame; by much true Sorrow and Heavi- 
neſs of Heart, for having grieved and offended. 
God by our former Vanities and Rebellions; by 
an hungring and thirſting after the Mercy and 
Grace of Gop in Chrift Jeſus; far more loving- 
ly, than for any worldly Good: Theſe are the 
Fore-rutiners of tive Faith. - Robes . 


4 . | . 


2. SECONDLY, Growth in Strength, and a daily 
Springing uptowardsHeighth of Afſurance; is a ſound. 
Mark of ſaving Faith. Other Faiths 5 
Rand at'a Stay, or elſe flouriſh 2 
1225 ter. 
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after decay and die; or elſe they ale 2 
xroundle& Preſumption, not in a Sling 

ſion of Gop's Love and Favour, and of —— certain 
Pardon of their Sins; but true and juſtifyin 
rows from a Grain unto a great Tree; 
ark into a Flame, being ͤ— by the Spirit of 
Grace, increaſed by the 

„ and idee de ow. of Heaven. 
lt is weak at the firſt, full of many Doubts and Fears 
but after it hath been well exerciſed in the Means 
of Grace and Knowledge, by a zealous and fruit» 


ful cans Mel of the Word; Reading, Conſe · 
of Pſalms, Publick and Private Humilia» 

tions, ty rr in our Calling and Merciful- 

neſs to the Poor, it grows up to be a ſtrong Faith. 


Bur b 7 the Way I oil ll you, that thee that the moſt 
ſtrong = flouriſhing Faith, N 
ſorely weaken d. Faith holds its Fulneſs of Aa 
ance, while we preſerve the Fervency of our firſt 
Love, Sincerity in our Hearts, — and 
Uprightneſs in our Lives. But if we cold 
in our Profeſſion , ive of holy „ or 
_ into Sin, we 1 our F aith alſo to 


itation, Prayer, Ule of the Sacraments, 


3. TawinDLy, It is peculiar to ſaving Faith, & to A 


ify the Wer. Go purifieth our Hearts by 
A#ts xv. 9. Other Faiths 


au. 


grok and notorious Sins, but they 
at large, to range and rove into a World of idle and 


earthly ought of 1 and fruitleſs Imagi - 
adi y ſaving Faith zealous and 


watchful 8 n 2 
Heart. Every true Believer ſets bigaſelf with ſp 


aters iſſuing out of the 


— 
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cial Care, to bridle and ſubdue them to repreſs all 
wicked Stirrings of the Heart, and mainly to op- 
= all luſtful, proud, covetous, ambitious and ma- 
icious Thoughts; yea, and is ſometimes more vex- 
ed, for having given Way to ſome wicked Thought 
than for outward Frailties and Infirmities: For it 
grieves him to the Heart, that he ſhould be ſo tainted 
with that hateful Sin of H iſy, as to the Eye 
of Men, to be unreprovable, and-yet to grieve ſo 
good a Spirit, and offend fo pre à God, by 
the ſinful Wandrings of his Thoughts; which tho 
no Man ſee, yet the Searcher of Hearts, doth hate 
and abhor. Let us then try the Truth of our 
Faith, by the Change of our Hearts. If our out- 
ward ions, and inmoſt Thoughts be purified, 
it is a certain Sign the Power of faving Faith 
hath been there. By Nature the Imaginatiens of 
Man's Heart are only evil continually, Gen. vi. 5; 
But the Defire of the Righteous is only good, faith Se- 
lemon, Prov. xi. 23. The main Streams of his 
Deſires, the. Courſe and Current of his Heart is to 
Godlineſs and Goodneſs; tho ſometimes his cor- 
rupt Nature, and Satan's boiſterous Temptations, 


may unawares carry his Thoughts another Way. 


4+ 'FouRTHLY, we may know our Faith to be 


ſound and faving, if it bring forth a true and tho- 
rough evangelical Repentance. Legal Repentance, ' 


moral Repentance, a hollow and half Repentance, 
Fear and Forbearance of ſome Sins for Fear of Pu- 
niſhment is not enough: But to bewail our Sins 
from the Bottom of our Hearts, becauſe they are 
Sins, and for Conſcience Sake to loath and hate all 


Iniquity, becauſe it is an Eye-Sore to our gracious | 


Gop; to cruſh the Head of our original Corrup- 
tion, and break the Heart of our ſweet Sin; to part 
from all groſs Sins in Action, and all Frailtics 


and Infirmities, at leaſt with Diſaffection, ayer 
_ an 


. 
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and Humiliation: Theſe are the Fruits of a true and 
juſtifying Faith. For no Man can truly, ſincerely, 
and throughly deteſt and abandon all his former 
Courſes, and his ſweet Sin, before he be aſſured of 
Gop's marvellous Mercy towards him, in the For- 
giveneſs of all his Sins in Chri/?. But when once 
the Spirit of Grace by a lively Faith hath certified 
our troubled and trembling Hearts of God's Fa- 
your in forgiving our Sins; when once we be aſ⸗ 
ſured, that that ſpotleſs and ſacred Blood was ſpilt 
particularly for our Pollutions; then with truly 
wounded Spirits, and grieved Souls, do we begin 
to look on Him, whom our Sins have pierced; then 
do we hate our former: Rebellions, which by the 
Eye of Faith we ſee, were the Whips and Nails, 


the Thorns and Spears that vex'd the Son of Gop, 


When once we ſoundly believe, that. his precious 
Blood was ſhed for our Sins in particular, then do 
we ſhed thoſe true Tears of Compunction which 
are the Soul's Heart's Blood, and Wine of Angels 
right pl unto Gor, and joyful unto Hea- 
ven. Untill we have a true Perſwaſion ſettled in 
our Hearts, that we are redeemed by the Death of 
Chri/t, we cannot, for our Lives, truly hate all. 
Sin, as it is Sin, and for the Love of Gon, But 
when we once have claſpt our Hand of Faith upon 


that glorious Crown in Heaven, which is ſcaled 
+ unto us by the Blood of Chrift; then, and not be- 


fore, are we content to uſe the World, as tho“ we 
uſed it not; then the Sweetneſs of Sin is turned into 
Gall, and the Glory of the whole World appeas 
to be but Dung, Vanity, and Nothing. l 


5. FiFTHLY, Saving Faith is the Root and 
Fountain of Sanctification; and therefore if we find 
ourſelves to be ſanCtified, we may be aſſured that 
we ſavingly believe, 1 Cor. vi. 11. It is ſaid, Adis. 
XVI. 17, 18. that Paul was ſent to ofen the Eyes 

* 
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Men, that they might turn from Darkneſs to Light 
2. Foun the Power of Satan unto Con? that they 
— receive Forgroenefs of Sins, and Inheritance a- 
ng them which are ſancti ſicd by Faith. True and 


Pas Faith doth ever a Sanctification of all 
both in Soul and this holy Work 
of Sanctification, a Man all d himſelf as far 


different from what he was before, as a Valley from 
a Mountain, the Strait from the Crooked, the 
Soſtneſs of Fleſh, from the Hardnefs of Flint, the 
Nature of Water, from the Subſtance of Diamond. 
For it makes a great Change in the Powers and Fa- 
culties both of Soul and Body, in all the Parts and 
Paſſages of Life. His Underftanding is enlightned 
with edge in the great Myſtery of Godlinefs, 
and in the Secrets of Gop's Kingdom, which are 
hid from the Wiſe, and Men of Underſtanding, 
and the greateſt Part of the World. His Will is now 
bent to the beſt Things : His Memory, which be- 
fore was like a Sieve, and let * Water of 
Life as it was poured in, is now a Store-Houſe for 
Heavenly Treaſures. The Stream of his Affections 
is turned from the World towards Gop's Glory; 
from the Joys and Contentments of Sin, into a 
Hatred, Fear and Sorrow for them. His Heart is 
weaned from all its Idols, and fallen in 
Love with eternal and heavenly Things. His Con- 
ſcience is purged, and become — to diſcover, 
and fenſible to feel the Approach and Prickings of 
the leaſt Sin. His Hands are waſhed from all Man- 
ner of Sin. His Eyes are reſtrained from luſtful 
Wandrings, from Vanity, from greedy 
Gazing u on the W Gold, and his Neigh- 
bour 450 Vineyal His Ears are ſtopt a 
Enticements to Sins, flanderous Tales, and Filthy 
Talk. His Lips are filenced from Prophaneneſs, 
and from all evil Speaking and uſeleſs Diſcourſe. 


| 6 Ferr are feener's by the Tower of Grice, from 
run» 
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2 any more in the By-Paths of Vanity and 


SUCH Prints as theſe we may find in our Souls 


and Bodies, if the Spirit of Grace hath ſanctiſied 
them by ſaving Faith. Every Branch of Sanctifi- 
cation, is a Mark of the Sincerity of our Faith; 
as the Goodneſs of the Fruit, diſcovers the Sound- 
neſs of the Tree. If faving Knowledge, Love to 
Chriſtians, Fear of Gop's dreadful Majeſty, Zeal 
for his Glory, Obedience to his Will, Reſpet un- 
to all his Commandments, Reverence to his Mini- 


ſters, Joy. in his Promiſes, Humility under his 
Chaſtiſements, a ſpiritual Hungering after the Sa- 


crament, a ſincere Longing for his Sabbaths, an 


earneſt Wiſhing and Waiting for Chris Coming 


in the Clouds, and ſuch other ſpiritual Graces 
dwell plentifully in us, and expreſs themſelves fruit- 
fully in our Lives and Converſations; then affured- 
8 the Root of Life, and Fountain of all other 
races, a lively Faith is ſeated in our Souls. But if 
theſe Fruits do not appear, our Faith is not a living 
2 2 by the Rivers of Gop's Bleffings, 
ut A 
like the Shining of rotten Wood. ney 


Ir we would try then whether our Faith be true 
or no, there is no better Touchſtone, than the ſe- 
veral Branches of Sanctification. Let us run over 
ſome of them briefly, and, with Uprightneſs of 
Conſcience, compare them with our preſent Diſpo- 
ſition. 1. Do we ſacrifice our whole Hearts, con- 
ſecrate our Affections, devote our Thoughts, rent- 
ing them reſolutely from earthly Pleaſures, and this 
vain World, to do unto God faithfully and ſincere- 
the beſt and utmoſt Service we can? 2. In 

eſpect of glorifying Gop, and treping a good 


ro in all Things; Do we ſcorn with ah holy 
You. IX. K | Cons 


ead Stock, only gilt and varniſhed over 


- 
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Contempt, all prophane Scoffs and Cenſures, all 


iſcountenance of Men? + Do we heartily grieve 
for and bewail our Sins paſt; not for any Fear of 


Puniſhment, but becauſe they have grieved our 


ious Gor? 4. Do we loath and hate our pre- 
t Corruptions? Eſpecially thoſe, which with ſen- 
ſual Sweetneſs, cleave faſteſt unto our corrupt Na- 
ture? 5, Do we impartially, with Zeal and Truth 
of Heart, ſet ourſelves. to mortify and abandon 
every Sin; tho' our Reputation be never fo deeply 
engaged, our Affection never ſo much endeared 
unto it? 6. Do we ftill ſubmit ourſelves to the 
Will of Gop, as it is more and more reveal'd unto 
us by the Miniſtry of the Word; tho' it croſs our 
former Cuſtoms and worldly Deſires? And do we 
reſt contented with our preſent Eſtate, becauſe moſt 
certainly it falls unto our Lot by God's good Plea- 
ſure, and everlaſting Providence? 7. Do we delight 
in Hearing, Meditating, and Conferring of Gop's 
Word? And do we to the Profeſſion and 
Practice of it? 8. Are we willing to reſign up our 
Souls into the Hands of G oD, and to meet our 
Saviour-in the Clouds? If we find theſe Fruits of 


Sanctification in ourſelves, our Souls are ſeaſoned 
by a true and juſtifying Faith. | 


6. S1X THLY, Saving Faith works by Love, 


Gal. v. 6. 2 Pet. i. 5, 1 Tim. i. 5. A pure 


Heart, a good Conſcience, Faith unfeigned, and true 
Chriſtian Love, ever go Hand in If we 
would be aſſured that our Faith is ſound, we muſt 
feel kindled in our Hearts, an holy Flame of moſt 
dear and ſpecial Love; firſt, towards Gop, who 
of his own free Mercy, hath ſealed unto us by the 
Blood of his Son, all the Prerogatives of the Saints 
upon Earth, and the bleſſed Inheritance of the moſt 


glorious and everlaſting Kingdom of 9 
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denſe of which Goodneſs, makes us prefer his Glo- 
ry, before any worldly Good, or even Life itſelf. 


 FixsT, When we are certified by a lively Faith 

of our Reconciliation with Gop, by the Death of 
Chrift Jeſus, which is the Conduit, through which 
all Comforts and Graces do ſweetly flow unto us; 
we begin to love Gop for his Love and Goodneſs 
unto us, according to that, 1 Jahn iv. 19. We 
hve Gov, becauſe He loved us firft.” For certainly 
no Man can ſincerely love Gop, until he be per- 
ſuaded in his own Heart, that all his Sins are re- 
mitted: Then we begin to conſider with Meltings 
of Spirit, what an infinite Mercy of Gop it was, 
that we were not cut off before our Converſion, 
in the Time of our open Diſobedience and Rebel- 
lion. 2. But eſpecially conſidering that happy and 
holy Work of our new Creation, to the everlaſt- 
ing Admiration of his Grace and Goodneſs, we 
muſe how by the mighty Power of his ſanctifying 
Spirit, He hath pulled us out of the Mouth of that 
devouring Dragon, and fnatched ut as Brands wut 
of the Fire, to make us Stars in Heaven. What 
a marvellous Mercy is this! think we with our- 
| ſelves, that we ſhould be ſingled out by the Power 
of the Word, and mark'd by the Hand of Gop 
for Salvation, when many Hundreds about us pe- 
riſh everlaſtingly! That ſuch as we, ſhould be 
waſhed, be fandtified, be juſtified, in the Name of 
the Lon p Jz$vs, and ly the Spirit of our God! 

Should be like a Few clear-ſighted, amongſt a 
Throng of blind Men! Like Grdeon's Fleece, alone 
watered with Gop's faving Bleflings, while the 
of the Earth is dry ! That, whereas found Chriſtians 
are very thinly ſcattered, {ke the Berries, after the 
Shaking of an Olive-Tree, two or three in the ** of 
the utmeft Boughs, and four or five in the bigh 
Branches; here one or two in a Family, there 
9 K 2 three 
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three or four in a Village; yet, by the Mercies of 
Gop, we are of their Number ! 


'A SECOND Stair or Riſing of our Love, is to 
Jove Him for all thoſe Beautics and Excellencies; 
all that incomprehenſible Majeſty, Purity and 
Glory, which He infinitely and eternally Nen 
eth in Himſelf; ſome Shadows of which, He hath 
diſperſed amongſt his Creatures. We are not to 
love Gop only for the Good we have received 
from Him, but alſo for his own Goodneſs, and 
for that great Majeſty, and unapproachable Light, 
which encompaſſeth Him in the — Hence 
it is, that ſuch an unquenchable Thirſt of ſanctify- 
ing Gop's Name, and the Advancement of his 
Kingdom, poſſeſſed the bleſſed Spirits of thoſe two 
Men of Gon, 3 and Paul, that forgetting 
themſelves, they d rather to be blatted out of 


the Book of Life, and to be accurſed, than Go 


ſhould not be glorifed. 


A THIRD Beam of this ſpiritual Flame, is when 
we ſo ſtrongly love Gop, that we love nothing in 
the World but for his Sake. 1. Hence it is, that 
true Chriſtians employ their Love unto their Chil- 
dren, rather in. planting Grace in their Hearts, 
than in purchaſing for them Poſſeſſions. 2. 
They love their Friends not ſor Pleaſure, Profit or 
Reputation; but becauſe they love Gon, and have 
his Image ſhining in them. 3. They love their 
Health, not becauſe they are enabled thereby with 
more Eaſe to purſue the World; but becauſe it brings 
Vigour unto their Bodies, and Liberty unto their 
Minds, to ſerve Gop more cheerfully. 4. They 
love Riches, Honours, Knowledge, the Counte- 
nance of Greatneſs, high Places, not that they may 
domineer in the World; but that may per- 
form more good Works, do more IT 


a» Xx © — r 


Serr-ExaminaTIONn. 113 


good Men, and more Service to the Majeſty of 
caven, F. They love the Word, and the free 
Paſſage of it, not only becauſe it brings outward 
Peace, and worldly Happineſs; but becauſe it glo- 
rifics Gop's Name, and enlargeth Chri/f”s 1 
dom. Thus in a Man ſanctified with faving Faith, 
the Love of all other Things is ſubordinate to 
God's Glory. rs | 


A FOURTH N our Love to Gop, is to 
hate ourſelves for e of Him; That is, to be 
content to looſe our Goods, our Friends, our Li- 
berty, and our Lives, rather than to betray his 
Truth and Glory. This divine Flame doth beget 
in the Heart of the true Chriſtian, an holy Con- 
tempt of prophane Scoffs, Railings, Slanders 
Difgraces ; it makes the nobleſt Spirit digeſt wi 
Patience the ſpiteful Baſeneſs of the prophaneſt Ab- 
jects. This Love was hotter in the Hearts of ma- 
ny Martyrs, than the ſcorching Flames about their 
Bodies. Their Bodics were like ours, their Strength 
was not the Strength of Stones, their Limbs were 
not of Steel, nor Fleſh of Braſs, they were ſenſible 
of Pain-as well as we; but the of Gop's 
Love within them, did ſo wholly poſſeſs their 
Souls, that it more prevailed to comfort them, 
than the Flames to confound them. 


_ AGAIN, Secondly, after that ſaving Faith hath 
planted this Love of Gop in our Hearts, it ſpreads 
itſelf to the Creatures, with due Reſpect, merciful 
Uſage, and moderate Delight in them; as wherein 
7 fome Prints and Shadows of the Beauty, 
iſdom, Power and Glory of Gop:;. But eſpe- 
cially to Men, becauſe they are knit unto us with a 
nearer Bond of Brotherhood by Creation, and bear 
about them. the Image of the ſame Creator: But 
moſt dearly of all to true Chriſtians, becauſe they 
ae Fellow-members of Chrif's Body, and Co- 
K 3 heirs 
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heirs with us of the ſame Kingdom. Hereupon it is 


that St. Paul, Gal. vi. 10. bids us ds God unte all 


Men; but eſpecially to them of the Houſhold of Faith : 
And that David tells us, Pſal. xvi. 3. Al my De- 
light is in the Holy Ones which are upon Earth, and 
chi:fly in thoſe that excell in Virtue. This Love of 


godly Men, is a manifeſt Mark of ſaving Faith, 


and which the Spirit of Gop hath pointed out as 
ſuch. We know, faith John, That we are tran- 


lated from Death to Life, becauſe we love the Bre- 


thren, 1 Fab. iii. 14. If any Man can heartily 
vouchſafe his beſt and kindeſt Affections to a true 
Chriſtian, for this Cauſe only, (he being otherwiſe 
a Stranger unto him,) that he ſees the ſaving Gra- 
ces of Gop's Spirit ſhining in him: It is a good 
Argument that he himſelf is a true Chriſtian, and 
that thoſe ſame Graces are ſeated in his own Soul. 


MorEoveR, Thirdly, a Man ſanctified by 


Faith, doth rightly love himſelf, but in another 


Meaſure, Kind and Manner, than prophane Men: 
For they make Idols of themſelves. Their Love 
to GoDp, to his Word, to their Kindred and 
Neighbours, muſt ever yield to the Love of them- 
ſelves. They cannot love heartily a true Chriſtian, 
only for his Godlineſs. It may be, they may at- 
fect him for his Gifts, becauſe he deals juſtly with 
them, becauſe of ſome Bond of Kindred or Alli- 
ance, or for that they enjoy outward Bleſſings by 
living with him: But not for his Proſeſſion and 
Practice of Sincerity. In Truth, all their Love 
Teſts within their «wn Boſoms, and is ſpent upon 
themſelves: Gon's Glory, the Salvation of Souls, 
and the Good of Others, are ſerved at ſecond Hand, 
after themſelves, and their own ſinful Pleaſures. 
In a Word, the te Man loves only him- 
ſelf, in plotting and providing earthly Comforts, 
and temporal Heppinek, Love of all other Things, 4 
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and all other Loves in him, are ſwallowed up in 


Self-Love, as Rivers in the Sea. But it is far o- 
therwiſe with eyery true Believer. He loves him- 
ſelf ſo, that he loves Gop infinitely more; he 
ſweetly embraces every true Chriſtian; he Joves all 
other Things with Relation unto Gop, and his 
Glory. His Love unto himſelf is directed unto 
true Happineſs; not miſpent in furniſhing him- 
ſelf with Wealth, and earthly Pleaſures ; but fer- 
vently employed in fitting his Soul with Grace, 
that it may live eternally in the Glory of Heaven. 


LASTLY, That ſpecial Love which ſprings out 
of Nature, or ſome Kind of Nearneſs; (as to Wife, 
Children, Kindred, and Friends) and which where 
there is no Grace, like a great River, many Times 
overflows the Banks of Moderation, Diſcretion 
and Reaſon, is happily ſeaſoned and fanQified by 
ſaving Faith, and made more fervent, comforta- 
ble and faithful. 


I- No Man can truly love his Wife, but the 
true Chriſtian ; he may love her Body, her Beau- 
ty, her Wealth, her Friends, the outward Com- 
FA and Content ſhe brings with her ; but he loves 
not her Soul ; for he neither made his Choice for 
Grace, nor, __ matched, doth chiefly wiſh and 
work her ſpiritual Good ; he doth not grow with 
her in ſaving Graces, and Holineſs of Life, nor 
walk with her Hand in Hand, towards the King- 
dom of Heaven. He loves her not for that ſhe was 

t into his Hand by God's Rrovidence for his 

ortion. He loves her not, as Chri did his Spouſe, 
with a ſincere, chaſte, and ſpiritual Love, that he 
may more and more Holinef in her, and 
preſerve her unſpotted from the World ; that as 
they have lived together in the neareſt Bond, and 


deareſt Love upon ſo they might reign to- 
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gether tiring 4h 2. Neither doth any unſanc- 
tied Man love his Children. He may love them 
as they are the Fruit of his Loins, the Hope of his 
Poſterity, and Pillar of his Name; but he doth not 
burn with that truly Chriftian Love towards them, 
which begets a Zeal and Care to plant in them the 
true Fear of Gop, and Power of Religion. He 
toils to heap up for them earthly Treafures ; but 
he is careleſs in providing for them durable Riches, 
z Neither can any ungodly Man truly love his 
Ti 


end. He may affect him for Pleaſure, for Pro- 


fit, for his good Nature, his civil Carriage, moral 
Virtues, Knowledge and Wiſdom, Nobleneſs of 
Spirit, long Acquaintance, and the like ; but he 
cannot Fand knit his Soul unto his Friend's, as 
the Soul of Jenathan was tied unto the Soul of 
David; that is, in the Fear of Gop, in an holy 
League for the keeping of a good Conſcience, 
Hand for Gop's Truth, and the Advancement 
of his Glory, in that golden Knot, and noble Tye 
of Chriſtianity. An ungodly Man's Love is carth- 
ly, natural, finite, mixed with many Fears, Diſ- 
taſtes, and Jealouſies; with much Unquietneſs, In- 
terruptions, and reſtleſs Longings; fometimes it 
is furious, ſometimes faint ; ſometimes weakened 
and weary with the free and eaſy Enjoyment of the 
Thing beloved ; ſometimes it is afflicted with De- 
fpair, by Reſiſtance and Difficulty; ſometimes 
Rrangled with Stings of Jealouſy ; at the beſt it 
is but a Bitter-ſweet, and at laſt ends either in end- 
tes Divorce, or in Curſing each other in Hell for 
their unſanctified Love upon Earth. But ſpiritual 
Love, betwixt two Chriftians, is of a more ſweet 
Diſpoſition, of a more laſting and heavenly Nature. 
Their dear Embracements and kind Offices are in- 
terchanged betwixt them, becauſe they fee and 
know, that they are both Children of one ates 
Brethren of -Chrit Feſus;, Begorten again 3 
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ſame Spirit; Born of the ſame immortal Seed of 
the Word; Nouriſhed with the fame fpiritual 
Food; Of one Houſhold of Faith; Pilgrims and 
Fellow - travellers towards the ſame everlaſting 
Home; And Co-heirs of the Kingdom of Gop, 
And therefore if once true Affection, grounded 
upon Grace, ſeize upon their Hearts ; if once their 
two Streams of ſanctified Love, ſpringing out of 
the Fountain of their Love towards Gop, join 
themſelves -in an holy and Chriſtian Fellowſhip, 
they grow in Sincerity and Strength, towards a 
great Torrent, untill they both are ſwallowed up 
in that bottomleſs Sea of endleſs Love, in the 
World above. The Love then of the true Chri- 
ſtian, is only true and worthy Embracement. 4- 
Laſtly, neither doth any unſanctified Man love 
truly his Kindred ; he may haye with them Merry- 
meetings and Feaſts ; but to the Bond of Nature, 
there wants the Link of Grace, that ſacred Enot 
that is wont to on the Hearts of godly 
Men, ſo ſure, that no Croſs or Miſery, no 

or Devil, nor Time, nor yet Eternity, can ever 
untye. And only faving Faith is able to 

Love to our Enemies; who we are com ed 
expreſly to love and pray for. Matt. v. 44- 


Tus far I have told you what Love faving 
Faith begets in the Hearts of true Chriſtians to- 
wards God, the Creatures, the Godly, Themſelves 
and to Others. I have ſtayed the longer upon the 
Point, becauſe many, when they hear of Faith 
working by Love, preſently apprehend. it to be no 
more but relieving the Poor. When they are 
taught that they muſt join good Works to their 
Faith, they preſently think, that only Alms-Decds 
xe meant here. Whereas if a Man ſhould feed, 
the Poor with all his Goods, 1 Cor. xiii. and yet 
want a uue-hearted and zealous Love to 9 
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his Word, his Miniſters, his Servants, his Sacra- 
ments, his Sabbaths, his Kingdom, and his Com- 
ing, it would profit him Nothing. If a Man 
were never fo glorious for his Alms-Deeds, and 
ſhould not have a due Reſpect to all the Duties, 
both towards Gop and Man, enjoined by the 
Commandments, they would ſtand him in no Stead 
at the Day of Trial. 


AL ms-Deeds, indeed are 2 and 2 
and ſtrictiy commanded of Gop, Eccle/. xi. 1. 
Job. iii. 7. moſt pleaſing unto Him, . « Iviti. 5, 6, 
And kighly rewarded by Him, Prov. xix. 17. 

abr xvi. 9. If they be our own lawfully come by, 
2 with a Heart purged by Faith from an evil 
nſcience, and dead Works; with ſpiritual Diſ- 
cretion in preferrin the Saints in all Favours and 
F Furtherance, with Seaom bleneſs, Compaſſion avec 
precious Seed fown 


Earth, De de oe rop . F thal be reaped 
Heavens. But if an Holy Flame of 1 A to * 
his Honour, Truth and Sirvice; to all good Things, 
podly Exerciſes, and true Chriſtians, be not firſt 

indled in the Heart, by the ſanQify ing Spirit; if 
there be not a Reſpedt 1 to all Gon! s Command- 
ments, a Delight in all holy Duties, and Hatred to 
all Sins; all our Alms-Deeds, all our Works 
are unto ourſelves utterly N Theſe 
ought to be done proportionab * to our Ability, 
and the other Graces to be poſſeſt in Sincerity, it 
at 8 for rg A good ou 5 not 
only apply his Hand, but princi his Heart to 
the Exerciſe of Well doing. Th as? is the royal 
Seat of Divine Love, and the holy Offspring of a 
Fruitful Faith, which giveth Life to all good Acti- 
ons. Beſides the Confutation of a common Error, 
this ſerves to comfort poor Chriſtians, to whom 
this hard World denieth Wealth. For "ory — 
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faireſt and lovelieſt Iſſue of a ring FarhJee not 
placed in the Purſe, but planted in the Heart. 


_ CansT thou mourn with diſtreſſed Chriſtians, 
and unfeignedly ſorrow for their Griefs? Canft 
thou ſpeak comfortably unto an afflicted Conſci- 
ence, and refreſh a broken and bruiſed Spirit? Canſt 
thou pray heartily for the Converſion of thy moſt 
implacable Enemy ? Doſt thou labour upon all Oc- 
cations, by Inſtructions, Admonitions and ſeaſon- 
able Reproofs, to draw others out of their Igno- 
rance and Sins, to-ſaying Knowledge, and into the 
Ways of Gop? Why then thou art very rich and 
glorious in Alms-Deeds, for ſo thou doeſt Good 
to the Souls of thy Brethren; one of which is of 
far more Worth than the Bodics of all Men living. 
Thou enricheſt thy Brother with heavenly Trea- 
ſures, which are much more precious, than ay 


Relief conferred > the Body; the very 
Men being Witnelles: 


Conjule, caftiga,. flares remitte, fer, ora; 


15 CT. | | 
Viſita, pete, cibo, redimo, tego, colligo, conda, 
| Durand. . iv. d. 15. f. N 


To conclude this Point, true Faith dath ever in 
the firſt Place kindle in the Heart a zealous Love 
to Gop, and all Godlineſs; then to our own 
Souls, wheteby we are ſtirred up to furniſh them 
with all ſaving Graces ; then to the Souls of our 
Brethren, that they may be brought to everlaſt» 
ing Happineſs; then to their Bodies and Lives, 
that we may refreſh and relieve them f 
their Wants, as the Loan ſhall makes. 
ater to all Creatures, as we-ſhall ſee and 
the Power, Wiſdom and Glory of our 
dop to ſhine, in tem. 


to 
us ables 
obſerve, 


an 
J. Sr 
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7, SEVENTHLY, the Conflict between the Spi- 
rit and the Fleſh, is a notable Mark of ſaving Faith. 
Unſanctified Men are for the moſt Part meer Stran- 

rs to the Troubles of Conſcience. Satan keeps 

em in his Chains, without any great Noiſe or Stir 

without any Controllment or Contradiction. But 

| if once this ſtrong Man be diſpoſſeſt of his Holds, 

by the Spirit of the Lorp Feſus, and the Power 

| of Faith, then begins this ſore and laſting Combat 
betwixt the Fleſh and the Spirit. | 


Bor left you deceive yourſelves in this Mark, 
Go muſt know, that there may be many inward 

umults, even ina prophane wee unregenerateMan. 
There may be a Combat in him, 1. Rea- 
ſon and Affection. Reaſon many Times may dil- 
taſte that which Affection doth furiouſly urge upon 
him. 2. Between natural Conſcience, and natu- 
ral Paſſions. 3. Between a Deſire of preſerving 
his Reputation, and a Delight in ſome infamous 
Sin. 4. Between the Fear of Vengeance from a- 
bove, and a Purpoſe to continue in the Pleaſures of 
Sin. 5. Between a Purpoſe to live the Life of the 
Wicked, and a Deſire to die the Death of the Righ- 


* Feous. 


Bes1Des ſuch Conflicts as theſe, in un . 
rate Men, the beſt of them may moreover, 6. by 
the Aid of the Spirit, ſtrive againſt all outward 
Sins for a Time, and ſome groſs Sins all their Life 
long. But this is not that Conflict between the 
F let and the Spirit, which I make a Mark of 2 
juſtified Man. This in the Child of Gop is herce, 
univerſal and conſtant. It is not Playing a Prize 
for Reputation, but for Life and Death. It is not 
for the Diſplanting of one Sin, or two, but forthe 
utter Dethroning of all Sin. The Spirit in thisFight 
is ever ſo far victorious, that it ſi not the Fleſh 
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to reign. It will admit of no Parley, take no 
Truce, or liſten to Terms of Capitulation ; 
but is ſtill Sweating and Toiling, and in Blood to 
the Knees, for the Cauſe of Heaven, and in the 
Quarrel of Salvation. And if it cannot ſo ſubdue 
the Fleſh as it ſhould, and doth earneſtly deſire, it 
mourns and. grieves, and buckles faſter unto itſelf 
the whole Chriſtian Armour: So that ever at length 
(70 Þ gives a comfortable Iſſue in this Chriſtian 
Combat, and moſt certain Victory. If it be fo 
then, that thou feel the Combat betwixt the Fleſh 
and the Spirit within thee; and after that Combat, 
Comfort by the Victory of the Spirit over the Fleſh; 
then aſſuredly Faith hath gone before, Gop Him- 
{elf is tha Man of War, and the Spirit of the LoxD 
JESUS. hath deſtroyed the Power of Darkneſs with- 


1 
: 8, Er6aTHLyY, The Spirit of Prayer doth ever 
8 accompany Faith. The moſt. Unlearned, if the 
V LorD enlighten his Conſcience by the Law, and 
\f WY ffeRt his Heart with a true Taſte of heavenly 
1 dweetneſs, will find Words to expreſs the Wants 
* and Grievances of his — a humbled Soul: 
For the Spirit of Gon giveth Utterance, opens the 
Lips, .and unties the Strings both of Heart and 
* — to all thoſe whom he ſanctiſies by ſav- 
by ing Faith, and endues with a Sight and Senſe of 
d in. N 
ife e | ares $2448 6% 
the —— — Men, 1. Some are fo fottiſhly 
f a Wl '2norant/in. all Matters of Heaven, and fo ſenſleis 
rce, MW ot their ſinful and accurſed State, that they never 


pray at all; never utter a Groan, or Word unto 
Gop, either for the Removal of any Corruption, 
or Supply of any Grace. In a cold, formal Fa- 
lion their Bodies may be preſent at publick Prayer, 
dut they cannot. remember the Day when ever 

Vor. IX. L they 
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they poured out their Souls in Private, before the 
Throne of Grace, or with their Families. | 


2. OTurns there are, who are Men of = 
Underſtanding for worldly Buſineſſes, and 
diſcourſe largely of other Matters; and — 
have not the W iſdom to contrive, or the Tongue to 
deliver two or three Sentences in feeling and ſea · 
ſonable Prayer: Ih cannot, for their Lives, hold 
out a Quarter of an Hour in laying open their ſpiri- 
tual Eſtate before Crop. They uſe ſometimes to cry 
out: n e 23 

all bis Ble ut as for lo » 
Hk not <P Miſerable Men! it money 
Want of the Feeling of your Sins, which makes 
you want Words to pour out your Souls unto Gon. 


3. Gio others there are, poor, ignorant Souls, 
that Evening and Morning -poſt over the Lord's 
Prayer, the Creed, and perhaps the Ten Com- 
r thayoeg that ĩs ſufficient erbe, 
to Gop. But alas! this is but 
and loſt Labour. 1 


4. OTHERs there are, who in Extremities fall 
to their Prayers, like the Mariners with Janas, ch. i. 
5. But if once the Storm be overblown, they are 
as prophane and prayerleſs as they were before. 


5. OTHERs, a Kind of outſide Chriſtians, leſt 
they ſhould be thought ſtark Athieſts, are content 
EE So 

* in their Houſes; eſpecially upon 
— Da * are not too full of 
zuſineſs. But this hol Buſineſs is per- 


8 S. 8 =» tan wes & wo of. a. wo. 
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Prayer is not in their Houſes, eng; 
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Grace in their Hearts. 


6. LasTLy, Some unſanctiſied Men there are, 
who deceive even the true Chriſtians in this Point. 
They are, 1. Such as either have been brought up 
good Chriſtians; and ſo by oſten hearing 
and obſerving others, and being ſometimes put 
unto Praftice themſelves, grow into a Habit of 
praying, it be but by Rote. Or, 2. 
may be Profeſſors, who, while their Joy is 
in the Word, may ſometimes make a fair Shew 
this Way. And moſt of all, ſome Miniſters may 
deceive in this Point even the beſt diſcerning Spi- 
rits for a Time: For by reading Books, and imi- 
tating thoſe who are truly — in Prayer, = 
furniſh themſelves, with a Method of Pra 
und may giv Lfe o it in the Deliver heſe | 
ma ou more fervent in — 
— of — Servants. * 


Now leſt we be deceived in this Point, — 
yer: 1. A 


ſtitution, deliver "Thi 2 with much Heat, — 
. —. animate their — | 
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weighty in his Actions, and powerful in his Ex- 
hortations. 2. Of Complexion; when a Man 
ſanctified and zealous in Heart, and yet by Rea- 
ſon of natural Indiſpoſition, cannot expreſs himſelf 
outwardly, with half that Zeal and Fervency as he 
doth deſire. 3. Of Ungraciouſneſs; when a Man's 
Soul is ſo frozen in the Dregs of Sin, that * 
poſſeſt with Deadneſs and Drowſineſs of Spirit. 


No certain it is, that ſome unregenerate Men 
by the Aid of natural and artificial Fervency, may 
carry a fairer Shew of Zeal in the Delivery of their 
Prayer, than ſome ſanctified Men, who by their 
— Indiſpoſition, are hindred from expreſſing 
outwardly the holy- Heat that lies hid in their 
Hearts. Thus far, and in theſe Caſes the State of 
Unregeneration doth commonly partake of. Prayer : 
But that holy Grace and powerful Spirit of Prayer 
which ever follows ſaving Faith, and doth ſweetly. 
ſuſtain the Hearts of all Gop's Children in the 
_ Diſtreſſes, is another Kind on Matter. 


Tavs Chriſtians do not — ako — 
of Prayer in publick, and in their. private Families, 
but they have alſo many earneſt Groanings, many 
dear and precious Conferences, much comfortable 
Communication with Gop in ſecret. Nay, and 
beſides their Devotion at publick Prayer, their Care 
in praying with their Families, — their Zeal in 
private Prayer betwixt Go and themſelves even 
in Company, Nehe. ii. 4. and amidſt the Affairs of 
their Calling, they have many ſudden and fervent 
Ejaculations, upon every Stirring of Sin, and leſſer 
Aberration in their Thoughts, Words db Carria- 
855 They have many broken Sighs, and ſpiritual 

lies, darted out ſuddenly, and born of the pre- 
ſent: Occaſion, whereby, — an inviſible Fer- 


vency, they reel the hai A nde of many 9 
g den 


r 
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den Temptations, abominate many fearful Thoughts 
ſtarting up in their Hearts _ _ aware, 
which for their Horribleneſs and H lneſs, they 
are aſhamed to utter to Others. They have many 


ſudden and inviſible Liftings up of the Heart in 


Praiſes and Thankfulneſs, upon the Receipt of every 
Bleſſing and Mercy; even for comfortable Thoughts,. 
which come into their own Hearts, for gracious 
Speeches, which proceed from others, for many re- 
markable Paſſages of Gop's Providence, and 

ings in their Buſineſs and Affairs of their Calling. 


Now to theſe two latter Branches of Prayer, to 
wit, in ſecret betwixt Gon and a Man's ſelf, with 
many zealous W reſtlings, and holy Importunities, 
for Removal of Corruptions, and Supply of Grace; 
and within a Man's own Heart, abroad in Com- 
pany, or amidſt his Buſineſs, as Occaſion and Ne- 
ceſſity is offered; I ſay, to thoſe two Practices of 
Prayer, in a feeling and a fruitful Manner, unre- 
generate Men are mere Strangers. It may be they 
may have now and then, at —— 
Places, (perhaps upon ſuperſtitious Occaſions) cer- 
— Alomar Wiſhes, but they are heartleſs 
and cold, the Off-ſprings of ſome Cuſtom; not of 
Zeal and Feeling. It may be, now and then. they 
may catch a-Prayer-book into their Hands, when 
they have i OILS 

or 
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Bur the Child of Gop is much converſant in 
— Prayer. His Heart would even burſt for 

eavineſs, amidſt the Variety of Trials, were it 
not ſtill revived, ſuſtained, and refreſned by an 
hearty and holy Conference with Go. Tbere is 
not a Chriſtian but he is now and then raged againſt 
by the World, roared at by Satan, and railed upon 
by prophane Men. Now in-this and the like Caſes 
Recourſe unto Gop by Prayer doth caſe his Heart 
with Joy unſpeakable. He is there ſatisſied by 
— Inſpirations, (for heavenly Inſpirations 
from above, and our Groans, and holy De- 
ſires aſcending up, are as ſo many Angels of Inter- 
courſe between Gop and us): I ſay, he is there aſ- 
ſured that all his Sufferings and Wrongs for Chriſſ's 
Sake, add Weight and Glory to his Crown of 
Life, and that at length, in Deſpight of all con- 
trary Power and Policy, His Rightcouſneſs all be 
brought forth as the Light, ( Pal. pſy and his 
Judgment as the Neon-Day. 


9: NinTHLY, Comfort in Diftreſs, Joy i in Tri- 
bulations, Glorying in Afflictions, give notable 


Teſtimonies of juſtifying Faith. Being juſtified by. 


Faith, ſaith St. Paul, Noam. v. beſides Peace with 
Gop, Acceſs unto his Grace, Hope of his rg wa 
We alſo rejoice in Tribulation. By this Faith 
Apoſtles rejaiced that they were counted» worthy to 
fu fer for Chriſt's Name, A4 v. 41. If once we 
t our Refuge above, and our Comſort in a 


- ſweet Fruition of God, and a feeling Apprehen- 


ſton of his Preſence, it will eaſily — 
worldly Sorrow, hold out — the Ruins both 
of Heaven and Earth, hang: e abare, * 
| Caſualties and Dann ents 1% 


Bur againſt this Point it may be objefted , 


r. Fitb be ſo, that ſuch s Dial.of Conte b 
4 G 4 


* 
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the Portion of true Chriſtians, and that in Troubles 
and Diſtreſſes too; how comes it to paſs that pro- 
phane Men are many Times more merry than 
they ? I anſwer: Unſanctified Men take not Sin to 
Heart; they put far from them the evil Day; and 
therefore no Marvel, tho they rejoice in the Face; 
(for their Rejoicing is only in the Face, and not in 
the — they have ſmiling Countenances, but 

ng Conſciences). A comfortable Heart, and 
— Countenance, may be ſweet Compani- 
ons, when inward Joy, and loud Laughter _ 
dwell far enough aſunder. | 


I is the Practice indeed of ungodl Men, be- 
cauſe they want inward and ſound forts in 
their Miſeries and Afflictions, to fly to outward 
Mirth, to remove the Diſcomforts of their Hearts: 
But theſe Remedies are far more poiſonous than 
the Malady ; for they either plunge them deeper 
into the Dungeon of Melancholy, or draw over a 
Skin, that the Sore may feſter more dangerouſly. 
Thus tho' they look big in the World, certain it 
is, there is no ſound Comfort, or coward Peace to 
the Wicked. But it is not ſo with the Saints of 
Gor. They have indeed many Occaſions of Sad- 
neſs; they are many Times troubled with their 
own ins; with the Sins of others, with the Ini- 
_ of the Times, with the Afflictions of the 

urch, with Doubts about ſome Caſe of Conſci- 
ence, | or with Care for a right Diſcharge of the 
Duties of their Calli But Sadneſs for theſe 
Cauſes, begets in thei ty Joy unſpeakable and 
LD whereas ſinful Deli 4 breed Heavineſs 
in the Heart, and the Horm that never dies. Let 
no Man then for the Pleaſure of Good - Fel- 
lowſhip, for 


e is no Peace, — my God, to 
the Wicked, Let no Man take at the out- 
ward Troubles of the Chriſtian, for the End of 
toat W whoſoever he be, is Peace. 
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Ir may be objected, Secondly, that many wick- 
ed Mu” who have not ſo much as a Shadow of 
faving Faith, are ſometimes very bold, and confi- 
dent in great Diſtreſſes. I anſwer: That Confi- 
dence in Afflictions, which appears in the Car- 
riage of unſanctified Men, doth not ſpring from 
any ſound Comfort in the Heart, as it doth in 
faithful Chriſtians, but from ſuch Cauſes as theſe. 
In ſome unſanctiſied Men Comfort may ſpring 
from ſeeking the Fame — — of —_ 
and high Reſolution. In ſome it ma 
a groundleſs Perſuaſion of being in __ — 
And this ma be ſometimes in formal Chriſtians, 
even upon their Death- Beds. But their counter- 
feit Comfort doth as far differ from that of the 
true Chriſtians, as a Dream of Gold, from the real 
Poſſeſſion of it. In others, a furious Zeal, and an 
impudent Conceit, that they ſuffer in the Cauſe of 
So, ma great Boldneſs and Reſolution, 
Even the Terrors of Death. 


Turn has in ſeveral Papiftt, who 
have ſuffered a us for their Treaſons, a Kind 
of unhallowed Fury, that has ſpirited them up to 
Undauntedneſs of Mind and Courage in their 
Death : But a Man of an impartial Underſtanding 
and diſcerning Spirt, would ſcarcely wiſh a clearer 
Demonſtration of the Truth of our Religion, than 
to mark the Difference of the Ends of our bleſſed 

rs in Queen s Time, and of thoſe Po- 
piſb Traitors. The Boldneſs and Cheerfulneſs of 


theſe Pleudo-Martyre at their End, is - formal 
and perfu — the cr Pros fo fo unli 4 Saints 


of God, and without thoſe Elevations of 
Spirit, which are wont to fill the which are 
ready to enter into the Joys of Heaven, that a Man 
acquainted with the row CRT 

7 


as Q —w_ — 1 _—_— 


9 
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clearly ſee their Comfort to ſpring from no hi 0 
Fountain than natural Reſolution, and ſtrong 
ceit. But it is otherwiſe with the true Martyrs of: 
Teſs. had ſuch an holy and humble Maje- 
ty in their Carriage; ſuch a Deal of Heaven, and 
ſober Undauntednek i in their Faces; ſuch ſpiritual 
Raviſhments in their Hearts; ſuch Grace and pow-. 
erful Piercings: in their Speeches ; ſuch Zeal and- 
hearty Meltings in their Prayers ; ſuch holy Tri- 
umphs, and heavenly Exultations amidſt the Flames, 
that it was more than manifeſt both to Heaven wh and. 
Earth, to Men and to Angels, that their Cauſe- 
was the Cauſe of Go. In a Word, the Chriſti- 
ans Comfort in Diſtreſs, riſing from an Aſſurance 
of Gop's Favour, by a true and fruitful Faith, 
doth as far differ from all the counterfeit Comforts, 
the groundleſs Confidences of unregenerate Men, 
as the real Poſſeſſion of Riches, from an imaginary- 
Dream thereof; as the true and natural pe, 
which fills and glads the Heart, from the painted: 
Grape, that only feeds the Eye; à8 à ſtrong and 
mighty Oak, rooted: deeply in the Earth, which 
— can overturn, from a Staff ſtuck into- 
the Ground, which every Hand may ſnatch awa 
ar Blaſt of Wind fupplan or overthrow. WM 


Tus far of the Marks of ſaving. Faith But · 
yet I cannot get out of this Point, without 2 
ing to you Differences between ſavin 2 
— Faith; the Matter is of ſo great 
and Conſequence. Thouſands there — who 12 
ceive themſelves, and walk on ſecurely in the Ways 
of Death, becauſe they do not throughly try and 
conſider what their ſpiritual Eſtate is in this Behalf z 
whether. they be ſoundly built upon the Rock by: 
aving Faith; or whether by ſome Flaſhes of tem- 
porary Faith, flouriſn only for a While, like 
Corn ſcatter d i y Ground; and ſo, W 
b ins 
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Sins are ripe, ſhall be thrown into the Fire of Hell, 
except in the mean Time they come forward, from 
an outward Form of Religion, to imward Feeling; 
and from alme/?, become altogether Chriſtians. 


You muſt here remember, that 3 
fore, how Faith can work: 1. Some 
383 _ inward — 2 2. Some Kind 
of Converſion. 2. of ion. 

4. Some ou — ects 
briefly lay down, ſome Differences betwixt it and 
faving Faith, in theſe four Points: | 


Fs r, For inward Illumination: It ſhould not 
ſeem ſtrange, 
times, in a t Meaſure, enlighten'd and endued 
with Divine Knowledge; for it is a Truth clear 
in Divinity, and common in that there 
may be the Spirit of Illumination, with a plenti- 
ful Knowledge of the Truth, where there is want- 
ing the Spirit of Sancti ſication, the Life of Good- 
2s, and the Light of faving Faith. Gop is true 
and good; we loſt his of Truth and Good- 
neſs in Adam; we muſt either have — oF 

Truth ſhed again into our Underftandings by the 
Spirit of Illumination, and the Life of Goodneks re- 
inſpired into our Hearts by the Spirit of SanCtifica- 
tion, or we cannot be faved. We muſt have two 
Wings, the one of Truth, the other of Goodneſs, 
if we would ſoar aloft unto Pea ra 7 


and Goodneſs. But man have __ the 
one Wing, that of Knowloge, ad thereby 

only a fair F 2 

Death- bed t — utterly EN br for 
5 laſt Fl — towards the Sun of "Righteouſ- 
If STA be not added to our inward 


. theſe Latter will 


but double our Damnation. That you may tho- 
roughly 


that an Unbeliever ſhould be ſome- 


. %Ä[-¹•-—?—et 
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roughly examine your Souls in this Point, and 
clearly diſcern whether your Knowledge be ſancti - 
fied by ſaving Faith, you — call to Mind, and 
conſid der the Naka of ning Knowledge, which I 
have ow delivered. At this Time I will only 


any two more. 


I; KnowLEDGE'i in the formal Proſeſſor, ' is 
like — it dazzles perhaps the Eyes with 
Aſtoniſhment and Admiration of thoſe Excellen- 
r It com- 

Pc the Heart with Pride and Self-Love. 
rs. Gy with ſaving Faith, is like 
—_—— n; it cheerfully opens the E 
55 he wi Confer and — 
may feed upon the 
It heats the — 


| $8conDLYy Knowledge i in the Formal Profeflor, 


is like the ſpeculative Knowledge of a Os 
This is purchaſed without any great Toil or Travel, 


without Feeling or Experience, Read 
Relation and Diſcourk He fits 2 2. —.— 
and looks upon a fair Map, bur prog rags, owns 
lnt Eaſe, and delightful Safety, doth behold the 
Rocks and Streights and Paſſages, 

out Danger or or Diſtreſs he 
the Wonders of 
found World, with the reſtleſs Pinnace of bis 
piercing Diſcourſe; he flies over the moſt boiſte- 
rous, huge and tem Seas, with the ſpeedy 
2 it; he runs over the 


Moun- 
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Mountains, the fruitful Plains, the ſpacious Fo- 
reſts, the ſpicey Gardens, the pleaſant Rivers, the 
rich and golden Mines, or whatſoever the whole 
Earth hath beſides, wonderful and magnificent: 
But all this is but only in Conceit, without real 
Paſſage and viſible Enjoyment. Juſt ſuch is the 
Knowledge of the png — it ſtands moſt 
in Diſcourſe and Speculation. It beholds afar off 
the Majeſty of Heaven, the Wonders of God's 
Law, the yſtery of Salvation, the troubleſome 
Seas of Temptations, the Paradiſe of Chriſtiani- 
ty, and many other holy Paſſages of Divinity, 
but it is without toilſome Practice, or feeling Ex- 
perience. But Knowledge in the true Chriſtian, 
is like the experimental Knowledge of a Traveller: 
He doth not rank by his Reading, Hearing and 
Conferring, fill his Brain with Knowledge, and 
his Tongue with Diſcourſe of Heaven, and thoſe 
endleſs Jo ys; but with the Eye of Faith, he clear- 
ly ſees —4 and ſenſibl foods upon them » the 
Power of his Hope. He doth not only with an 
imaginary F ruition gaze upon the Wonders of Gon 5 
Law, and Secrets of his Kingdom; but with the 
Keys of his ſaving Knowledge unlocks and opens 
them wide; dives into their Depths with fruitful 
Meditation, and by a full Inſight, and real En- 
joyment of them, makes them familiar-unto him. 

e takes not only a general Survey of the great 
Myſtery of Godlineſs, but by the Spirit of l iſdom 
and Revelation, he is able, in ſome good Megree, to 
meaſure the Heighth, the —— the Length and 
Depth of it. He doth not only quietly ſittingatHome, 
or ſtanding ſafe upon vant be Id the furious 
Rage, and tempeſtuous Seas of Temptation in other 
Man: 3 but himſelf is toſſed and turmoiled with 
them, and by the Grace of Gop _—_ thro' them. 
He doth not only hear of the fore Pangs of the 
New-birth, and of the ſtraight Paſſage to to the King: 


3 we ” 4s ac. bo * 
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dom of Heaven, but himſelf travels with that ſpi- 
ritual Sorrow, and treads that narrow Path. He 
doth not only read of the golden Mines, chryſtal 
Mountains, ſpicey Iſlands, the Coaſts of Pearls, 
and Rocks of Diamonds; I mean the unvaluable 

Treaſures, royal Prerogatives, and glorious Com- 
forts of Chriſtianity; : but himſelf is enriched and 
inveſted with — 8 fills his Soul with their 
ſpiritual Sweetneſs. And thus far of the Difference 
betwixt ſav ing and temporary Faith, in the Point 
of inward illumination. 


2. SECONDLY, As to Converſion ; theſe Alter- 
ations may be found in the State of Unregenera- 
tion; and there be theſe Converſions and yet 
no Salvation: 1. A moral Change from notorious 
Converſation, to a ſober and civil Carriage. 2: A 
formal Change, which is an Addition of an out- 
ward Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, to a moral Honef- 
ty 3. A mental Change, whereby the natural 

arkneſs of the 4 is in ſome Meaſure 
diſpelled. 4. A tempo hange, ſuch an one 
as in Scripture is called the 2 Spirits going out 
of a Man. But where there is juſti Faith, 
there is a ſupernatural, full, ah rough 
Converſion of the whole Man, Spirit, Soul and 
Body, from Satan, Sin, and earthly Delights, to 
God's Service, Holineſs of Life, and Love of h&- 
venly Things. There is an Aboliſhing of the ac- 
curſed Image of Satan and aRenewing of the Image 
of Gop, in ſaving Knowledge, Righteouſneſs and 
true Holineſs, in Heart and Life. This ſound 
3 Converſion, which is ever a Companion 

100 uſtify 'ying Faith, is diſcernible from all partial, 
hollow, half Converſions, by its Integrity, Since 
rity, Growth arid Contancy, 


Vol. IX. M — 2 Tun 
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I. Tr1s Change is ever with Integrity of all the 
Parts and Powers both of Soul and Body. And tho? 
no Power or Part hath its abſolute Perfection of 
Sanctification; yet every Power and Part in every 
true Chriſtian, hath its Part and Meaſure of Sanc- 
tification: He is changed wholly, univerſally, in 
his Spirit, Soul, and Body. 


Fixs r, In his Spirit: That is, 1. In his Under- 
ſtanding: This before, at beſt but gilded over, and 
guided with ſome Glimmerings of Pivine Notions, 
but ſtuffed with much Pride, Prophaneneſs, and 
Vanity, is now enlightened with a clear Inſight in- 
to the Myſtery of Godlineſs, and with that parti- 
cular ſaving 3 which is attended with 
Humility and Holineſs. 2. In his Judgment: This 
which before, being wholly poſſeſſed with Error, 
Crookedneſs, and Pervertehel, was wont to put 
Darkneſs for Light, and Light * Darkneſs; to ju- 
flify the Vicked, and condemn the Fuft ; is now fur- 
nilbed with ſpiritual Diſcretion, to guide himſelf 
in the right Path, amidſt infinite crooked Ways of 
Vanity and Iniquity, and with the Spirit of Diſcern- 
ing, that he can diſcover the Power of Grace in 
other Men; ſo that he no longer accounts Sancti- 
fication Preciſeneſs, or that which they call Good- 
Fellowſhip, fit for a Chriſtian. 3. In his Memo- 

: This which before was Water, to receive, 
and Marble, to retain, the Impreſſions of Vanity 
and Folly, but as a Sieve to the Water of Lite, 
and all godly Leſſons, is now greedy of ſaving 
Knowledge, and deſirous to forget thoſe ſinful No- 
tions which he treaſured up in the Days of Vanity. 
4. In his Conſcience : This which before was fear- 
ful or benumbed, and heartlels to all * .a 
is now awakened and refreſhed with a Senſe and 
Feeling of God's Mercy pardoning its Sins, en- 
dued with a gracious Diſpoſition to ſpiritual — 

ere 
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erciſes, and Tendernefs, ſenſible of the leaſt Ini- 
quity. 


SECONDLY, In his Soul: That is, 1. In his 
Will: This which before was wedded to the Li- 
berty of the Fleſh, to the Luſts of Men, and to the 
Pride of Life, is now weaned from all her tempo 
ral Vanities, and fallen in Love with eternal Plea- 
ſures. 2. In his Affections: Theſe which before 
were carried with an headlong Torrent upon the 
World, in Purſuit of Pleaſures, do now turn their 
Edge towards Gop's Glory, and a Crown of Life. 
They were the moſt fierce and furious Agents for 
the Srereignty of the Fleſh ; but now are cruci- - 
fied, and their Inordinateneſs mortified. 3. In the 
Defires and Imaginations of his Heart: "Theſe 
which before were without Bridle or Check, are 
now turned by the laſt Commandment, controlled 
by a tender Conſcience, kept in Awe by a Conſi- 
deration of God's -all-ſeeing Eye, and confined 
within an holy Compaſs; from their idle and pro- 
phane Wanderings. | 


THIRDLY, In his Body: That is, his Eyes, 
his Ears, his Tongue, bis Feet, his Hands, and 
all the Parts thereof : As before they have been 
Windows to let in Vanities and Lats, Inftru- 
ments of Iniquity, and Executioners of many co- 
vetous, cruel, or luſtful Deſigns; ſo now th 
become as Centinels to deſcry the Approach © hey are b 
well appointed to do the Will of Go: ſet apart 
and fanQtified for the Service of the New Man. 
The whole Body, which before was a Cage of all 
unclean Birds, and a Sink of Sin, is now become 
a ſpiritual Temple for the living Gop, and an Ha- 
butation for the Holy Gheft. 


M 2 | WH. As 
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II. As a ſound and ſaving Converſion is ever 
with Integrity of all the Powers both of Soul and 
Body; fo it is alſo with Sincerity, as well in the 
inmoſt Affections, as in the outmoſt Conver- 
ſation; in the Heart, as in the Life; in the ſe- 
cret Purpoſes, Defires, and Conceits, as in open 
Carriage ; -in the Thoughts and Imaginations, as 
in the Words and Actions. | 
III. A souxp Converſion is ſeen by Growth 
in Grace, which is ever an unſeparable Companion 
of ſpiritual Life. Unregenerate Men either grow 
from bad to worſe, or ſtand at a Stay; but if once 
we are tranſlated from Darkneſs to Light, there is 
then an Increaſing with the Increaſe of Gon, Col. 
ii. 19, 4 going on from Strength to Strength, till 
we appear before Gop in Sion, Pal. IXxxiv. 7. 


IV. Taz Soundneſs of Converſion N 
Conftancy in the Courſe of Grace and Holin 

The true Convert not only grows for a little Time, 
but continues to grow up unto perfect Holineſs in 
the Fear of Gop. 2 Cor. ii. 1. till they are re- 
newed after the Image of Him that created them. 
Cal. iii. 10. Whereas other Converts, who are led 
by no higher Guide, than the Power of a tempo- 
rary Faith, are in and out, off and on, to and 
fro, in Matters of Religion. Sometimes they will 
be forward and hot, ſometimes cold and formal: 
Their Courage in good Caules, and their Conver- 
ſion from Ill, is as their Faith, temporary; their 
Goodneſs is as a Morning Cloud, and as the Morning 


Dew that goeth away. 


Tuavs far of that weighty and important Point, 
concerning the Differences betwixt temporary 
Faith, and ſaving Faith; that Fountain of Life, 


and Jewel of Heaven, which puts us into — 


SeLF-EXAMINATION, 137 


Poſſeſſion of the Kingdom of Grace, and by ſound 
Evidences of the Promiſes of Salvation, ſealed with 
the precious Blood of 1 us, entitles us to 
everlaſting Joys in another World. 


Tr1s may ſuffice for' the Trial of our F aith, . 
before the Receiving of the Sacrament. 


KF As for the Trial the Reft of the Graces formerly 
mentioned, as required \to a right and comfortable 
Recetving, viz. Repentance, new Obedience and 


Love, the Author was prevented by Death from pro- 
ſecuting them according to -his*Intention; That which 
hath been written, I commend to GoD's Bleſſing, and 
the Good of his Church. 
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| Faſting. 


2 CHRON. XX. 3. 


And Jehoſhaphat feared, and ſet himſelf 
to ſeek the LokD, and proclaimed 4 
Faſt throughout all Judah. 


HE Exerciſe of Faſting is a ſpecial Means 

to move Gop to beſtow Bleſfings upon us, 

and to deliver. us out of all Afſlictions and 
Dangers. And how powerful this Ordinance hath 
been; Firſt, For obtaining ſome ſpecial Good, fee 
in Nehem. i. 4, 11. Exr. viii. 21. Eb. iv. 16. 
Acts xiii. 3. and xiv, 23. Secondly, For removing 
the Evil.of Sin, in 4% is. 9. 11. 1 Sam. vit © - 


Ez. 
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Far. ix. 3, 6. and x. 6. u x. 26. Nabe. ix. 
12. hirdly, for removing the Evil of Pu- 
niſument. 1. Imminent, in {ſazah l. fa. - 
nah iii. 5, ©. 2 Chron. Xx. 3. 2. Preſent; as 
Famine, 4 7 —— 12, 16. The Sword, 
in Foſh. vii. 6. Fudg. E 
— in x Ting wii 37; 38 2 


xxiv. 


Bur before I proceed farther in this Point, let 
me obſerve to you, in the firſt Place, the general 
Character of *Fehoſhaphat, as it is recorded, ch. xvii. 
Þ + And the Lok p was with Jehoſbaphat, becauſe 

r vey ont 
ſought not unto t tn the Lond 
Go of bis Bother anc walled in hiv Commands 
ments, and not the Doings of Iſrael. Met 
notwithſtanding this, we find him im great DiG- 
treſs, by Means of the: Maabrtes and Ammonites, 
who were about to invade his Land. Fromiwhence 
we may learn, that the Peuple of Gon may: fall 
into great Extremities, and to the Eye of Reaſon, 
deſperate and irrecoverable Straits. Miſe- 
nes are Fimes the Portion af Gan's deareſt 
Children. It: is a Decree of Heaven reſalved up- 
on, and ratified: by the Lonn aur Gon, conform» 
ad by the Experience of all the Patriarchs and Pro- 
phets, of the Apoſtles and Profeſſurs of Chr, of 
al the Saints: and Servants,. nay,. of the Son aff 
Gop Himſelf, — Den | 
baut enter into the Tingdun of Gon, At ziv. 22. 


Now: there are two general Ends of Afyiftions, 
in thoſe who are fruitfully exerciſed therewith. 1. 


To morti rr 
tons and z and:2. Toy; reſins, and errand 
a Grace in ws 7 


Finxs r, 
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FirsT, Faith is much ſtrengthen'd by AMiQi- 
ons; becauſe, 1. They drive us with more Reve- 
rence and Feeling unto the Means, which are wont 

to quicken and confirm our Faith. Now Faith is 
both in the Mind and in the Heart; and as it is 
diſcerned by the Change of both, ſo it receives 
further Growth in both. The Fire of Affliction 

ves great Light unto the Underſtanding, and as 
= E ye-Salves, tho' for the preſent they dazzle 
the Sight, yet after, they ſingularly clear the Eyes 
of the Mind, to ſee ſpiritual Things, and diſcern 
the Ways of Gop: When a Man is drunken 
with worldly Proſperity, or caſt into'a dead Sleep 
of Security, the ſenſual Heart ſends up, as it were, 
earthly Fumes into the Head, which infatuate the 
Underſtanding: But when by a Faſt of Afflictions 
we are freed from this Surfeit, and that long Ab- 
ſtinence hath worn out the intoxicating Fumes of 
worldly*Vanities, then do we recover our Under- 
ſtanding, whereby we are enabled to judge and 
diſcern more clearly of the Ways of o D, and 


great Myſtery of Grace. | 


AGAIN, AMiQions put Faith to the Exerciſe of 
all its Vigour and Powers, and makes it try and 
employ the utmoſt of its ſpiritual Abilities = 
Way; and that makes it grow more ſtron 
victorious. Without —— and Aſſault, 12 

—— and lies hid; but in Storms, it ſtirs up 

f, gathers its Powers together, and ſceks for 
Aſfſtance by Prayer, Meditation upon ſpecial Pro- 
miſes, and experimental Recording former Mer- 
cies. Faith grows at ſuch Times, both in Reſpect 
of a more freſh, affectionate, and ſweet Survey, 
and Embracement of its Objects; which are, I. 
The Merits of Chri/ft. 2. The Promiſes of Go: 
And 3. The Providence of Gap. And alſo in 
Reſpect of Quickening with more Life, . theſe * 

0 
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of itſelf which ſhew themſelves in the Heart; which 
are, 1. Deſires; extreme Longings after Pardon of 
all paſt and preſent Sins in the Blood of Christ. 
And 2. Repoſe and Reſting in the bleeding Boſom 
of Jeſus Chriſt. 


AND when the Eye of Faith looks through the 
Clouds and Storms of Afflictions, upon ſuch Pla- 
ces as theſe: 1 Theff. iii. 3. Ads xiv. 22. Heb. 
xii. 7, 8. it is more cleared and ftre in 
itſelf, and conveys unto the Heart more Light and 
Aſſurance of his Adoption. For Afflictions at- 
tended with true Humiliation, Prayer, and a ſin- 
cere Purpoſe to profit by them, are comfortable 
Marks of God's ſpecial Favour. The Stones and 
Timber, which the Maſon and Carpenter hew, 
ſmooth, poliſh and ſquare, are certainly choſen for 
Building; but that which they neglect and pals by, 
is to be throwa as Rubbiſh into the Highways, or 
to be burnt in the Fire. It is ſo in this Caſe; 
whom the Lok doth poliſh by AMictions, he 
lingles out to be Stones in his ſpiritual Temple; 
but thoſe which He lets lie quiet in the Mire of the 
World, are fatting againſt the Day of Slaughter. 


AND as Faith, the Parent of other ſaving Gra- 
ces, is notably ſtrengthened by Afflictions; ſo by 
Conſequence, all her bleſſed Brood receive propor- 
tionable Strength. 1. Our ſpiritual Hope is in the 
full Tide, when our warldly Hopes are at the 
greateſt Ebb. 2, Our Love is more won unto 
Cop, by his Weaning us from the World with 
the Worm-wood of Afflictions; neither can 
Waters of Affliction quench it, nor whole Fl 
frown it; but rather, being caſt upon it, do (like 

ads. the © Dole ——— 

y ion. ear under God's viliti 
land recovers that Life which it loſt in the "= 
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of Proſperity and Eaſe. 4. Our Humility is en- 
creaſed: For Afflictions are as a true Glaſs, where- 
in we ſee our own Vileneſs and Unworthineſs, 
Frailty and Infirmities; and ſo humbly throw 
down ourſelves with all Lowlineſs before Gop's 
Almightineſs, and glorious Wiſdom. 5. Patience 
is the veryNurſe-child of Tribulation. It groweth 
under the Burden, and by Variety of Croſſes. 2b 
was an unparallelled Pattern for Afflictions, and ſo 
a matchleſs Mirror for Patience. And therefore 
the Church confeſſes, that it is goed for a Man, 
that he bear the Yoke in his Youth, Lament. iii. 27, 
Proportionably ſpiritual Joy, Peace of Conſcience, 
and other ſuch ſacred Perfumes, are enlightened 
and refreſhed with the Fire of Affliction. And, 6. 
Repentance is much furthered by Afflictions. Firft, 
Repentance for old Sins is revived and renewed 
thereby; as you may ſee, Fob xiii. 26. Dan. iv. 
Exr. ix. 6. Nehem. ix. 6. and in other Parts of 
Scripture: And; Secondly, that for preſent Sins is 
enlarged. For upon ſerious Search, we may find 
out ſome ſpecial Sins, which we never- took much 
to Heart before. | 


Know for this Purpoſe, that it is not enough 
when we are preſſed with Afflictions, to look with 
Sorrow upon our Iniquities in general, as the Cau- 
fes of them, but alſo upon ſuch Occaſion to ſearch 
out ſome ſpecial Sins, which may at that Time 
move Gop principally to afflict us. And for Di- 
rection herein, let us by the Way take Notice of 
ſome Rules to know when the Lox p correcteth a 
particular Sin. They are ſuch as theſe: 


1. Wan upon Examination we find that in 
the Scriptures ſuch a Puniſhment is denounced a- 
gainſt ſuch a Sin. As when inter CH 


ing, was followed with a Tem 
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of Fleſh is puniſhed with its Failing to help us; or 
Pride, with Dejection and Contempt. 


2. Wren Gop puniſheth by Way of Retalia- 
tion, or Like for Like 3 as, i= Macs Fawn diſho- 
noured Him with ſcandalous Sins, He caſts Diſho- 
nour upon us; when we having been diſobedient 
to our Parents, our Children neglect their Duties 
towards us; and having wronged our Inferiors, our 
Superiors oppreſs us; or having been Javiſh of our 
Tongues againſt Others, are paid Home with the 
Scourge of Tongues, | 


3. Warn we are taken in the very Act, and 
ſeized upon when we are Sinning. . So. Jenas fly» 
3 The Vrasclites 
murmuring for Fleſh, were plagued with the 
Wrath of Gon, while it was pet between their 
Teeth, Num. xi. 33. So Jeroboam's Hand ftretch- 
ed out againſt the Prophet, dried up, 1 Aug, xiii. 
4 A Fla -woman at Kin/tat in France, dreſſing 
her Flax upon the Sabbath, was burnt with her 
Flax and two Children. At Paris-garden at a 
Bear-baiting, Anno 1583, eight Perſons were lain, 
and many hurt, by the breaking of a Scaffold. 

4. WHEN our Sin in its own Nature brin 
forth ſuch a Puniſhment, as a curſed Fruit. 
Idleneſs, or Waſtfulneſs begets Want: Drunken- 
neſs, Dropſies, or ſome painful Diſtempers : The 
din of Uncleanneſs, Weaknels and filthy Diſeaſes. 


5. Tur which thou art loatheſt to hear of, 
and that which moſt hinders the Reſignation and 
Submiſſion of thy Soul and Body, to the Will of Gop. 


6. Tur which thou firſt feeleſt the Smart of, 
tat which thy Conſcience chiefly checks thee — 
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and feizeth upon, of its own Accord, as the only 
Achan and Author of thy prefent Miſery. So 7e. 
bs Brethren in their preſent Troubles call to 
Mind their paſt Cruelty towards their Brother. 


Moreover new Obedience alſo is quickned and 
inlarged by Afffictions: For you muſt know, that 
by them, that fundamental Principle of Chriſtiani- 
ty, To —— all, and deny our ſeldes, the ſure 

round-W ork of all ſincere and acceptable Obedi- 
ence, is better learned and more boldly practiſed. 
Let a Man never talk of being a Chriſtian, except 
he be content for wo * Sake to deny himſelf, his 
worldly Wiſdom, Pafſfions, Pleaſures, Friends, 
Eaſe; Eftate, Li , and even his Liſe, and con- | 
ſtantly endure the Hate and Oppoſitions, though of 
deareſt Friends; the Reproaches and Revilings of 
Men. Now ſanctified Croſſes are wont to add Re- f 
ſolution to Self- Denial, for in them we ſee and find e 
by Experience, that no created Power can com- 
fort us; and therefore we are readier to reſign up 
ourſelves, renouncing the Arm of Fleſh. unto the is 
Rock of Eternity. ci 


Tous far of the Ends for which God afflicts his WW en 
People: I ſhall in the next Place take Notice of Je- ; 
hoſhaphat's Carriage in the great Diſtreſs he was 
brought into, by Means of his Enemies: He feared 
and 2 himſelf 7 — the Lok D. Whence we ſhould 
learn, in all our Diſtreſſes and Dangers, if we would 
be rid out of them, to renounce our Sins, the true 
Cauſe of all our Croſſes, and have Recourſe to Go: 
For He hath ever the principal Hand, and the 
greateſt Sway in all Manner of Viſitations and Vex- 
ations for Sin. Therefore Recovery from our 
Troubles, depends. altogether upon our Recourſe 
and Reconcilement to im. 


I xoW 
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I now proceed in the Thitd Place to conſider the 
particular Means, which Jebeſbapbhat here ſingles 
out, and ſets upon, for prevailing with Gop for 
Deliverance out of his Danger; which is, Faſting 
2 3 H „ Faſt throughout all 

udab. 


Tux Ordinary Prayers of Gop's People prevail 
much. As you may fee As xii. 5. What Won- 
ders then will extraordi Prayer, edged with 
Faſting, work? Some Kind of Devils will not be 
caſt out but by Prayer and Faſting, Mat. xvii. 21. 
that is, a moſt fervent Kind of Prayer ſharpened 
with Faſting. Some Sins will not be ſo comforta- 
bly maſtered, ſome fiery Darts repelled, ſome herce 
Temptations conquered, ſome. Bleſſings obtained, 
without this extraordinary Means ; which, upon 
ſuch Occaſions fincerely undertaken, hath prevailed 
extraordinarily. 


AxD here, by the Way, obſerve, that an holy Faſt 
is, A religious Abſtinence, undertaken upon ſome ſpe- 
cal e wherein we forbear not only Food, and 


ber Comforts of this Life, but alſo bodily Labours, 
is W nd worldly Buſineſs, ſo far as Mercy and "Neceſft 
e- Wl will grve leave; that we may thereby be extraordinari 
as Wl Pnbled before Gon, and guickned with extraordinary 
ed WF Fervency 4 Prayer, for the Obtaining of our Suit at 
d Gop's Hand. FS 


ue MW Rexiciovs.)] It is a ſolemn Exerciſe of Religi- 
D: u and Ordinance of God, injoined in the fecond 
the Wl Commandment; as it is a Means to help us in the 
Worſhip of God, and in the Duty of Prayer, upon 
ay extraordinary Occaſion; and in the fourth alſo; 
s the Time of Faſty is a Sabbath of Humilia- 
lon, wherein we are to profeſs our Humiliation, 
nd teſtify our Repentance before Gon. The 
ov WWPorality of this Duty appears both in the old Teſ- 

Vol. IX. N tament: 


146 ÞA TREATISE on 


tament: (For though the Circumſtances of the Time, 
and certain Habits and Geſtures, Lev . Xvi. 29. and 
XXI Iii. 27, 29. Zec. Vii. 5. and viii. 27 I/a. W's 

1 Kings XXi. 27. 2 Sam. xii. 20. h. iv. 1, 3 
Fer, ix. 3. Dan. ix. 3 and x. 3, were 88 
to the Fetus; yet the Subſtance of the Faſt, which 
is the Humbling of our Souls by Abſtinence, is a 
moral Duty, belonging to all Nations, in all A 
And in the new alſo: See Mat. vi. 16. For 1 
ing the Manner how to faſt, he preſuppoſeth the 
Duty that we are to faſt. He makes alſo a graci- 
ous Promiſe, Jerſe 18. that our Father hich ſeth 
in ſecret ſhall reward us openly. Of this Matter more 
may be ſeen alſo Mat. ix. 14. and xvii. 21. Luke 
li. 37. Als Xiii. 3. and xiv. 23. 2 Cor. xi. 27. 


Upon ſome ſpecial Occa 7 n.] As; for the Ob- 
taining of ſome ſpecial Good, for the Removing 
the Evil of Sin, for the Preventing of Affliction 
imminent, for Removing Affliction preſent ; as, 
Famine, Sword, Captivity, Tom and Felt 
lence. 


We muſt abſtain and forbear, from Food wholly, 
from Sleep in part, (as on ſuch a Day we muſt ſlecp 
leſs, and riſe fooner;) from Ornaments and better 

Attire, from matrimonial Benevolence, from bodi- 
1y Labour and worldly Buſineſs, from all pleaſant 
— delightful Things. 


As Merey permitteth.] Total Abſtinence from 
Meat and Drink is not ſo ſtrictly required; but in 
Caſe of real Weakneſs, a Man may refreſh hun- 
ſelt. 


In this Duty of Faſting, we conſider, 1. The 
bodily outward Abſtinence. 2. The inward and 
ſpiritual Exerciſe. Of the Firſt we have _ 

riefly 


- 


» © 
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briefly before, and ſhall ſpeak more fully here- 
after. The Second is an Humbling of ourſelves 
in a ſolemn Exerciſe of Prayer, joined with Re- 

ntance, furthered and teſtified by the outward 
Faſt And herein Care muſt be taken, that Prayer 
be attended with, 1. Fervency of Deſire; and, 2. 
with Aſſurance of Faith: And, that Repentance 
have its two Parts; 1. Humiliation in Reſpect of 
Sins paſt; and, 2. An unfeigned Purpoſe of amend- 
ing our Lives for the Time to come. 


THr1s may juſtly bring a great Deal of Confu- 
ſion, and Terror upon the Conſciences, and Shame 
upon the Faces of all thoſe, who know in their own 
Hearts, that they have no Acquaintance at all with 


this heavenly Exerciſe. And let every ſincere Chri- 


ſtian be quickened extraordinarily, and with ſin- 
gular Zeal to the Exerciſe of this Duty. Shall 
Chrift faſt for us, and ſhall not we for ourſelves ? 
Shall the Phari/ees faſt twice a Week in n 
and we not oftner in Sincerity ? Can we willingly 
undertake any Diet or Abſtinence for our bodily 
Health, and ſhall we not now and then ſet a Day 
2part for the Welfare of our Souls ? Can World- 
lings faſt an whole Day for a good Market, and 
cannot Chriſtians abſtain from a Meal or two, to 
enjoy a more near Communion with Gop ? Shall 
Turks faſt and cry mightily unto their curſed Ma- 
homet ; and ſhall not we humble ourſelves, to 
ſeek the Face of our deareſt Saviour? More eſpeci- 
ally ſince the Benefit and profit which accrews unto 
the Chriſtian by this Duty, is ſingular and extra- 
ordinary many Ways. 


For, 1. If we want publick or private Benefits; 
Faſting, joined with Prayer, is the Means-whereby 
Gop will have them ſought and obtained: 2. If 
we are Danger of publick or perſonal Judgments; 
4 N 2 This 
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This is the Way to divert them. By this Meang 
Efther ſaved her People from the Deſtruction de- 
ſigned them by Haman. Thus Nineveh was pre- 
ſerved. And, 3. If we undertake any great Af. 
fair, publick or private, This is the Way to pre- 
pare and prevail. This Courſe did Nehemiah take, 
Ch. i. 4. And Ezra to ſeek the right Way Home, 
Ch. viii. 21, When Paul and Barnabas were ſe- 
parated to the Miniſtry, the Prophets and Teach- 
ers faſted and pray d, Aels xiii. 3. Ciri/t Himſelf 
ſpent a whole Night in Faſting and Prayer, before 
He choſe his Diſciples, Luke vi. 12, 13. 


Now we muſt make Conſcience of Faſting three 
Ways. | 


1. Ix Secret. Sometimes a private Perſon alone 
is to ſet a Day apart for this Purpoſe, as we have 
Examples — Preſcriptions, 2 Sam. iii. 35.—Xii. 
16. Nehem. i. 4. Eb. iv. 3. Dan. ix. 3. Acls ix. 
„ 11. P/al. xxxv. Matt. vi. 17. Private Chriſti - 
ans in all Times of the Church, may have many 
Occaſions to humble themſelves in ſecret ; as, be- 
fore they enter into any Office, Miniſtry, Magi- 
ftracy, or into Marriage; in Times of Temptation, 
Deſertion, extraordinary Deadneſs of Heart; after 
Enſnarement in ſome ſecret Sin; Declination from 
our firſt Love; when we are followed with guilty 
Horror of one or more Sins, or haunted with fu- 
xious Enticements to ſome new Sin, or frighted 
with ſome of Satar's extraordinary fiery Darts; 
when a Man's Wife is in very long Travath when a 
Child is dangerouſly fick ; before the Communion z 
and before the Baptizing of a Child. 


2 In Das... Aod that e een x, Hide 
between Man and Wife; 1 Cor. vii. 5. to whom 


many Occaſions may be offer d in this Kind; — 


1 


, . err 


PASTING. 19 


they firſt enter upon the Government of a Family; 
to remove ſome Diſtempers, which hinder their 
peaceable and loving living together; for Children 
in Caſe of Barrenneſs; when the Wife draws near 
her Time of Delivery; when Children grow wick- 
ed, and are enſnared in ill Courſes, or have taken 
up with lewd and wicked Companions. Or, 2. 
By the whole Family, Zecb. xii. 12. In Time of 
ſome ſpecial Mortality amongſt them; when any 
notorious Sin hath been committed by any of 
them; in Times of the Church's Miſery; when 
ſome heavy Judgment lies upon the Land; or when 
ſome weighty Affair is on Foot; if at ſuch Times 
publick Faſts be not proclaimed. 


3. In Publick. The publick Faſt is that, which 
being upon publick Cauſe, by publick Authority 
proclaimed before the Lo x D, is both publickly 
and privately to be ſanctified of all, as a Sabbath 
of Humiliation unto the Loxy. Such a Day is to 
be obſerved, and ſanctified as a Sabbath of Humi- 
liation; not only by outward Abſtinence and Reſt, 
but alſo by uſing the Means, and _ theWorks 
of SanAification, both publickly and privately ; 
ſpending the whole Day (beſides the publick Sanc- 
tification,, and the Time which is to be ſpent in 
our Preparation before, and in our Meditation af- 
terwards,) in the private Means of Sanctification; 
3, Reading, Meditation, Prayer; and in the pri- 
vate Works of Sanctification; as, the Duties of 
Repentance towards Gop, and the Works of Cha- 
ty and Mercy towards our Brethren: Which 
Courſe ſoever a Man ſhall take in ſãnctiſy ing a Faſt 
unto the Lord, he ſhall be fure to obtain at the 
Hands of Gop, either that particular Requeſt for 
which he is a Suitor, or that which is better; the 
Lok always Hearing his Children, thus ſuing 

4 unto. 


. 


, 
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unto Him, and granting their Requeſts, as ſhall be 
moſt for his Glory, and their Good. 


In every one of theſe Faſts, whether Secret, 
Private, or Publick, we ought ſeriouſly, humbly, 
and unfeignedly to haveReſpect unto, make Conſci- 
ence of, and fruitfully practiſe. 1. The outward 
Abſtinence ; and 2. The inward Exerciſe. 


Fox the firſt, Outward Abſtinence z we ought 
to abſtain from our particular Calling, all Commo- 
dities, and all Comforts of this Life. We muſt 
abſtain : | 


I. From Food wholly. And yet this total Ab- 
Kinence from Meat and Drink is not fo ſtrictly re- 
quired, but that they, whoſe Health cannot bear it, 
may, in Caſe of real Neceſſity, take ſome little Re- 
eg. leſt otherwiſe they hazard or hurt their 
Health, and unfit themſelves for ſpiritual Exerciſe. 
But here we muſt beware, that we uſe not this Li- 
berty as an Occaſion to the Fleſh, pretending we 
cannot abſtain, when the Reaſon is, we will not. 
Though we have no Example of this Caſe pro- 
pounded in Scripture, yet we have a ſufficient 
Ground for it, Jef. vi, 6. Matt. xii. 7. I will 
bave Mercy, rather than Sacrifice. To Faſt, is not 
more than to facrificez to ſuccour the Body, ac- 
carding to the Need thercof, is Mercy. 


2. NoT from Exerciſe, but we muſt alſo 
cut of ſome of our ordinary Sleep; (yet not fo 
much, as that the Want thereof be an Hindrance 
to us in the Worſhip of Gop.) On ſuch a Day 
(as has been before obſerv'd) we muſt fleep leis 
and. riſe ſooner, that ſo we may watch to Prayer. 


Fz0 
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3. From matrimonial Benevolence; from: that 
Society which Go p hath ſanctified by his Word 
to married Perſons, 1 Cor. vii. 5. Joel ii. 16. 


4. From bodily Labours and worldly Buſineſ- 
ſes; according as it is preſcrib'd, Joel i. 14.—ii. 15. 
Lev: xvi. 29, —— For there is the 
ſame Reaſon of the extraordinary Sabbath of Hu- 
miliation, and of the ordinary. The Law of the 
weekly Sabbath is to be extended: to other extraor- 
dinary Sabbaths: But on the weekly Sabbath we 
may do no Work ; therefore not on this. 


5. AND generally, from all the Pleaſures of this 
Life, Foel it. 16. 1 Cor. vii. 5. So from all plea- 
fant and delightful Things. David and Daniel did 
not anoint themſelves at ſuch Times; as you 
may find, 2 Sam. xii. 20. Dan: x. 3. Whereupon 
- (faith Jerome) Faſting is to abſtain not only "_=_ 
Meats, but alſo from all Pleaſures. And Auſtin 
thus: The Scripture teacheth a general Faft;, not from: 
the Concupiſcence of Meat only, but alſo from all 
Pleaſures of temporal Delights. 


Tnus in a Word: We are not only to abridge 
our Taſte of Meats, but alſo to refrain our Eyes 
from beholding Pleaſures; our Ears from Hearing 
Mirth or Muſick; our Smelling from pleaſant O- 
dours; . our other Senſe from the lawful Uſe of the 
Marriage-Bed. For all theſe are quite contrary to- 
Humiliation : And all theſe are to be done: 1. 
Partly, as Helps of our Humiliation, in renounc- 
ing the Hindrances thereof. 2. Partly, as Signs 
of our Humiliation, whereby we acknowledge our- 
ſelves unworthy of theſe Delights. 3. 1 
Evidences of our Repentance; in that by Way 
of godly Revenge (becauſe all our Senſes have ſin- 

we deprive them of their ſeveral * 
D 
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AND as we are to make our Senſes thus to faſt, 
fo our Minds are not to meddle with any Recrea- 
tions; which would not only hinder our Humili- 
ation, but alſo diſtract us from better Meditations 
in ſanctifying the Faſt. | *. 


By ſuch Abſtinences as theſe, we profeſs our- 
ſelves unworthy of all the Benefits of this Eife, 
and that we are worthy to be as far under the 
Earth, as we are above it; yea, that we are wor- 
thy to be caſt into the Bottom of Hell; which the 
holy Fathers, in Times paſt did ſignify, by put- 
ting Aſhes upon their Heads: The Truth whereof 
xemaineth ſtill, tho* the Ceremony be not uſed. 
And ſo God's Children aforerime, at ſuch Times, 
confeſſed themſelves; 1. By Abſtinence from Meat 
and Drink, as unworthy fl much as of a Crumb 
of Bread, or Drop of Water. 2. By putting on 
Sackcloth, unworthy the worſt Rag to cover their 
Shame with. 3. By abſtaining from matrimonial 
Fellowſhip, unworthy of any Poſterity or Re- 
membrance on the Earth. 4. By ſhortning their 
ordinary Sleep, unworthy of any Reſt. And 5. 
By Duſt and Aſhes, worthy to be as far under the 

round, as they were above it. 


THE uſual Time of a Faſt, is the Space of a na- 
tural Day; that is from Even to Even, or from 
Supper to Supper. For as it was the Time appointed 
for the ordinary Sabbath, ſo alſo for the extraordi- 

Frem Even to Even ſball you ſanctiſ your 
Sabbath. See Lev. xxiii. 32. Fudge xx. 26. 2 
Sam. i. 12. Jaſb. vii. 6. 2 Sam iii. 33. But the 
Children. of Gop when they have been preſſed 
with more urgent Occaſion, have ſometimes con- 
tinued this Exerciſe for ſeveral Days together: See 
Efth. iv. 16, 17. Acls ix. 9. 1 Sam. xxX1. 13. Dans 
＋ nh | 
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WHEN the Faſt is continued for ſeveral Days 
together, upon ſome Occaſion; (as, 2 a 
Man of great Uſe is ſtruck with a dangerous Sick- 
nels and lies betwixt Hope and Fear; when a Man's 
Wife lies longer than ordinary in Labour; when 
his Child his tick; when a City is beſieged; or — 
ſome ſuch Qccafon; the Iſſue being uncertain, the 
Friends of ſuch ſick Perſons, — deſirous of 
their Life, or the Citizens of ſuch City longing for 
the Welfare thereof, continue to faſt and pray e- 
very * till they ſee what Iſſue the Loxp will 

ive:) a Man, is not able to forbear all Manner of 
mn uſtenance all the Time; and then he may take 
— Nouriſhment in the Days of his Faſt; hich 
be one Meal every 1 in the Evening. In 
fic à Caſe we ſhould even at thoſe Times content 
ourſelves with a ſpare. Diet, in Reſpect of the 
Quantity; and mean, in Reſpect of the Quality; 
according to the Example of Daniel, Chap. x. 3. 
But when our Faſt is once diſſolved, whether it be 
at the End of one Day or of more, we may freely 
uſe our ordinary Diet, obſerving always the Rules 
of Temperance and Sobriety. 


Bur let me here obſerve to ou, that the laſt 
Meal which is taken before a Faſt, ought to be 
ry moderate and ſparing: So — as that, 

oon as it is taken, we may without Heavineſs, 
Drowſineſs and Dulneſs, ſet ourſelves to Exami- 
nation, Medi itation, Conference, Reading, Prayer, 
and ſuch like religious Exerciſes in private, as 4 
Preparation unto the more ſolemn Exerciſes to be 


ormed in a Faſt. Moſt meet it is, that this 
reparation be in the Evening, and the Faſt then 
to begin. From Even to Even (ſaith the Law) hal 
je celebrate your Sabbath : Meaning a Faſt. So that 
immediately after a ſpare Supper, all ſervile Works 
of our enn being laid aſide, the forenamed Prepa- 
ration 
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ration is to begin, and continue ſo long, as we can 
conveniently ſit up, even longer, and later than 
on other Da , we ule to Bed. Then after 
ſome Sleep taken, the next Morning, rifing ſooner 
than ordinarily we uſe to do, after ſome . 
ing of our Preparation, the reſt of the Time, even 
till the four and twenty Hours, from the Begin- 
ning of our Evening Preparation, be ended, is to 
be ſpent in the folemn Exerciſes of Religion ap- 
38 to a Faſt. If a Faſt be continued (as 

ath been before ſet down) two whole Days, it is 
as much as our weak Nature can well eadure, 
wry ora impairing the Health and Strength of our 

y. 


- In the Primitive Church I find, that in the Be- 
ginning, they faſted till Six o Clock in the After- 
noon, or till Sun-ſetting, which in common Efti- | 
mation is about Six o'Clock. For that is the moſt MF. 
indifferent Time to meaſure the Evening by, and 

the moſt proportionable to the whole Year, and 
moſt anſwerable to the Cuſtom of Gop's People 
in the Old Teſtament: And therefore the moſt 
equal Time to meaſure the End of the Day, and 
the Sun-ſetting by, for all the Year, is Six o Clock. 
And that I take -to have been the uſual Time, 
when both the Fews and the ancient Chriſtians did 
break off their Faſts. 


Tnus much concerning outward Abſtinence. 
Now follows the ſecond Thing that we ought to 
have Reſpect unto in Days of Humiliation and 
Faſting; Namely, the inward ſpiritual Exerciſe. 
And herein let us take Notice, and fruitfully per- 
form theſe following Particulars, all which concern 
the Duty of Humiliation : 


D a. aa t ST ae. 6... 
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FirsT, Let us exerciſe our Souls ſeriouſly in a 


right Survey, and full Comprehenſion of all our 


Vileneſs, Iniquities, Tranſgreſſions and Sins; this 


whole Body of Death that encompaſſeth us; that 


bloody Guiltineſs we incurred by Adam's Fall. 2. 
Let us get a right Apprehenſion of Gop's dreadful 
Wrath and flaming Vengeance againſt Sin. 3. A 
feeling Senſe of our own unſpeakable, unconceiv- 
able Miſery by Reaſon thereof. 4. A vile and baſe 
Eſteem of ourſelves, abhorring ourſelves in Duſt 
and Aſhes. 5. An inward Sorrow, Renting of the 
Heart, and Bleeding of the Soul. 6. Let us out- 
wardly bewail, with a plentiful and heart- piercing 
Confeflion, all our Sins before Gop. 7. Let us 
acquire a reſolute Hatred, Diſlike and Averſion; 8. 
An impregnable Reſolution; 9. A conſtant En- 
deavour and watchful Oppoſition, againſt all Sin. 
And, 10. An hearty Grieving that we cannot per- 


form all theſe more heartily and ſincerely. 


Now for the Quicknin of our Hearts with a 
more fecling and fruitful Exerciſe in theſe ſeveral 
Points, conſider ſuch Means and Motives as theſe: 


1. To help us in the Firſt, Let us keep in a 
Readineſs and often Exerciſe ſome ſpecial Ways of 
Summing up the Number, and taking a right Eſti- 
mate of the Nature and Notoriouſneſs of our Sins. 
1. By Inſpection into the pure Chryſtal of Gop's 
righteous Law with a clear, impartial Eye. 2. By 
a thorough Peruſal of ourſelves from Top to Toe, 
as it were; I mean, all thoſe Sins which are any 
Way incident to any Part, or Power or Paſlage of 
Body, Spirit, Soul or Calling. 3. By often Re- 
counting with ourſelves all the Omiſſions and Tranf- 

eſſions of all thoſe Deties, which we owe unto 

hers, by Reaſon of thoſe Relations, which we 
hold unto them: As for Inſtance, A Maſter of a Fa- 


mily, 
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mily, hath the firſt Relation to Gop, as his Crea- 
tor, Redeemer, and Sandifer: Then to his Wife, 
to his Family, to his Neighbours, to his Kindred, 
to his Paſtor, to Strangers, to the King and all in- 
ferior Magiſtrates, to thoſe that are without, and 
to Gov's People. 4. By a diligent Reviſing of our 
two Catalogues of Sins: I mean of our unregene- 
rate Time, and fince our Converſion. 


In Caſe of Bartenneſs in this Diſcovery, and 


when we begin to pleaſe ourſelves, in that we find 
not ſo many notorious Sins in our Lives before Con- 
verſion, or fach ſcandalous Relapſes fince, as we 
may ſce in others; let us fall upon ſome ſpecial 
Points for quickning our Hearts, and with a ſerious 
Search inſiſt upon: 1. That Original Sink, and inbred 
Inclination to Sin, naturally inherent in our Bowels; 
as, to Athicſm, Killing of . Deſpairing of 
Gop's Mercy, and ſuch like. 2. Ihe Circumſtances 
of our old Sins, which may make a little Sin to be 
exceeding great and heinous, and to exceed the Sins 
of Others; which it may be for their outward Act, 
were more notorious. - 3. The innumerable Infir- 
mitics, Wants, and Wandrings, that cleave unto 
our beſt Performances. 4. How many Ways we 
may be guilty of, or acceſſary to other Men's Sins. 
5. The many crying and horrible Sins of the Time. 
(Holy David fetched much Matter of Mourning 
from this Fountain, as you may ſee, P/a. cxix. 136.) 
And, 6. Let us eſpecially examine ourſelves by the 
Firſt and Laſt Commandments ; for the Firſt forbids 
the firſt Motions of our Hearts againſt Gop : And 
the Laft forbids the firſt Motions of our Hearts a- 

inſt our Neighbour, tho' there be no Conſent to 
do the Evil, which we think. 


Tux firſt main Duty then to be performed, is 
Examination. When any needful Bleſſing is m 
e 


r 
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held, or withdrawn, or any Judgment to be pre- 
vented or removed, it is very £7 ops to ſearch, 
whether there be not ſome ſpecial Sin in us, which 
may damp or diſannull our Prayers. V regard Ini- 
quity in my Heart, the LoRD will not hear me, faith 
the P/almi/?. That which the Lok ſaid of the 
Army of [frael in Foſhua's Time, may be apply'd 
to particular Perſons ; namely, that if they did not 
ſearch and find out, and take away the accurſed 
Thing, the Loxp would not be with them any 
more, Jeb. vii. 11, 12. This the Saints well knew, 
and therefore were wont, in the Days of their Faſt, 
to enter into a ſolemn Examination of their own, 
and of others Sins; as may be ſeen, Ezra ix. 6. 
Neb. ix. 16. 7 £ 


Fox this firſt Part of the inward ſpiritual Exer- 
ciſe, I mentioned divers Ways of fumming up the 
Number, and taking a right Eſtimate, of the Na- 
ture and Notoriouſneſs of our Sins: 


1. By Inſpection into the pure Chryſtal of 
God's righteous Law with a clear and impartial 
Eye. To this Purpoſe collect an exact Catalogue 
of all Ways of Sinning, out of the beſt Expoun- 
ders of the Commandments. "hs 


In this Way of Examination, begin with Adam's 
din: which, in Reſpect of us, Divines call Origi- 
nal Sin imputed ; And if we had no inherent Sin. 
af our own, this imputed Sin were enough to 
damn us. Our firſt Sin is the Participation both 
of Adam's Tranſgreflion and Guiltineſs; 1. Where- 
by in his Sin all his Poſterity ſinned, Rom. v. 12, 
19. The Reaſon is, Adam was not then a private 

an, but repreſented all Mankind. When Adam 
offended, his Poſterity was in his Loins; and there- 

Vor. IX. O fore 


* 
4 
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fore take Part of the Guiltineſs with him, even as 
Levi paid Lythes in Abraham, Heb. vii. 9, 10. 


Ovr of the former Tranſgreſſion ariſeth another, 
which I call, Original Sin inherent; which. is, 
Corruption ingendered in our firſt Conception; 


whereby every Part and-Faculty of Soul and Body, 
is impoiſoned with Proneneſs and Diſpoſition to 
Evil. See P/. li. 5. Gen. vi. 5. Tit. iii. 3. Heb. 
xii. 1. Or thus: 


Turs Original Sin is that natural Corruption, 
which is come into the World by the Apo of 
our firſt Parents, derived from them by natural Pro- 

agation into all Mankind, infecting all Parts of 
en; ſo as before Grace and Regeneration, a Man 
hath no Strength to move or incline to any Good, 
but to Evil only; and therefore alſo he is ſubject 
to the firſt and ſecond Death, till he be freed by 
Grace and Faith in * Chrift. It is come in 
the Place of Original Righteouſneſs, and fo is a 
5 of that, and alſo an evil Habit in the 


AlL Adam's — are equally Partakers of 
this Corruption. The Reaſon why it ſheweth not 
itſelf equally in all, is becauſe, 1. Some have the 
Spirit of Sanctification. 2. Some the Spirit on 
to bridle Corruption. 3. Some have neither. And, 
4. in ſome, Gop ſtirs up the Principles of Nature; 
whence it is, many do ſhine in excellent moral 
Virtues. 


| LEr us take Motives to humble our Souls under 
the Senſe of this inherent Original Pollution, and 
Body of Death, from ſuch Contiderations as theſe : 


Con- 
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CoNnSIDER, 1. The prime Excellency, Sweet - 
neſs and Peace of our Souls,. of which this is a Pri- 
vation. 2. The Univerſality of Corruption, in 
Reſpe& both to the Subject and Object. Mark but 
the infinite Omiſſions of the Eye, which ſhould, eſ- 
pecially on the Lord's Day, like a Bee upon a Va- 
riety of Flowers, from every Creature it looks up- 
on, collect Matter of heavenly Meditation, for 
magnifying the Creator; and how every Glance 
thereof brings ſome Matter of Luſt or Sin, one 
Way or other, into the Heart. 3. Conſider the 
vaſt and horrible Degeneration from the Law of 
Nature, it draws unto; ſuch as the vile Idolatry 
of the Virginians, who worſhip. the Devil. The 
horrid Deed of that Monſter: of Millan, who (as 
Bedin reporteth) when he had ſurprized on the 
ſudden, one whom he mortally hated, he-preſently 
overthrew him; and ſetting his Dagger to his Breaſt, 
told him; He would certainly have his Blood, ex- 
cept he would abjure, and blaſpheme the Gop of Hea- 
ven. Which when that fearful Man, greedy of a 
miſerable Life, had done in a moſt horrible Man- 
ner, he immediately diſpatched him, as ſoon as the 
Blaſphemies were out of his Mouth; and in a 
bloody Triumph added: This is heroical. Revenge, 
which doth not only deprive. the Body of Life, but 
brings the never-dying Soul unto everlaſting Flames. 
Witneſs alſo Mabomet the Great, who (as the 
reports) was in his Time the Death of eight hun- 
dred thouſand Mem. Witneſs that Man, with 
whom Mr. Cartwright:converſed on his deſpairing 


Bed; who anſwered him, That fince he was to go to 
Hell himſelf, be would have his Wife, Children, and 
all the Norid damned with. him. 4. Conſider the 


extreme Difficulty to weaken and waſte this Body 
of Sin. How many an holy Man ſtrives mightily, 
and wreſtles many a Year with ſome Paſſion, and 
yet cannot maſter it under a long Time. Some- 

we O 2 times 
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times a fincere Man ſets himſelf againſt Anger, la- 
bouring throughly to mortify it, perhaps for ten or 
twenty Years; and yet after all that Time, and 
forall the Pains and Meansus'd againſt it, he is ſome- 
times upon the ſudden ſurpriſed and foiled with it. 
And did not Gop accept in Feſus Chrift our Stri- 
ving, Grieving, and Hating that Sin, we are 

halled to againſt our Wills, and the hearty De- 
_ 1 our Souls, how could we have any Com- 
ort! | | 


- AFTER original Sin, actual Sin comes into Con- 
tideration, which is, that which a Man doth com- 
mit, from that Time wherein he knows to exerciſe 
his Reaſon. And it is either a Thought, Word 
or Work, contrary to Gop's Law; or an Omiſſion 
of a Thought, Word or Work, commanded in 
that Law. Or, in a Word, (] a Tranſgreſ- 
ſion of the Law, 1 Fobn iii. 4- 


Tart Motives to abominate and abandon from 


the H-.rt, and to the Bottom of Hell, all thy ac- 


t ins, from ſuch Conſiderations as theſe: 


Cons1DER, 1. That Sin is infinitely hateful. 
It is the only Object both of God's infiriit Ha- 
tred and Anger. His Love is carry'd upon Va- 
riety of Objects: He loves his own bleſſed-ſelf inh- 
nitely; his own Son, which is » The Son of 
bis „ his Angels, his- Children, his Creatures. 
But all his infinite Hatred doth, with all its Force 
and Deteſtation, light upon Sin. Suppoſe an idle 
Word, vain Thought, or officious Lie paſs from 
thee, the leaſt of. all theſe is accompanied with 
Gop's infinite Hatred, and Indignation. 2. It is 
fouler than the Devil himſelf. If any of you ſhould 
have the Devil appear to him in his fouleſt _— 
he would be ſtrangely affrighted.” The leaſt Sin 


thou 


= 
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thou committeſt, I ſay, is far more loathſome, vile, 
and odious than the fouleſt Fiend in Hell. 3. It 

is moſt infeftious. It hath a peſtilential Property, 
that ſpreads infinitely, and pollutes every Thing it. 
comes near. It is therefore compar'd in Scripture, 
to Things of the moſt diffuſive Nature. "The firſt 

Sin hath polluted all the Sons and Daughers of 4- 
dam that were ever ſince, or ſhall be; it made the 
whole Creation ſubjeQ to Vanity, And if but one 

Sin lye lurking in a Man's Heart unrepented of, it 

ſours and impoiſons all his Thoughts, Affections, 

Words and Actions, and that of all Sorts, natu- 
ral, civil and religious. It infects all that is in 
him, or comes from him, or that is about him. 4. 
That it is full of all fearful Effects and curſed Con 
ſequences; bringing upon us the worſtof Evils, both 
Privative and Poſitive. As for privative Evils: It 
deprives us of Gop's Favours; of our Portion in 

the Blood of Chrift (if the Sin be committed with, 
Delight;) one Drop whereof is incomparably more 
worth, than Heaven and Earth, Men and Angels; 

Of the fatherly Protection, Care and Providence 

of the bleſſed Trinity; the glorious Guard of An- 
els; the comfortable Communion of the bleſſed 
ints, and all the Contentments that follow thence; 
of the Joy and Tranquillity of a good Conſcience, 

a Jewel far more worth than the whole World; 
and of all the heavenly Illuminations and Comforts, 
wherewith the Holy Ghoſt is wont-to refreſh the 
Hearts of holy Men. And laſtly, of a Crown of. 
Life, and the unſpeakable and endleſs Joys of Hea- 
ven. Then for poſitive Evils; it brings upon us 
infinite Sorrows, Plagues, Miſeries, and molt fear- 
ful Jud ts, Blindneſs of Mind, Hardneſs of 
Heart, neſs of Spirit, a reprobate Senſe, Hor-, 
ror of Conſcience, Anguiſh of Soul, Bondage un- 
der Satan, Baniſhment from"Gop, and Miſchiets 
— ha O 3 more 
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more than either Tongue can tell, or Heart can 


AGAIN conſider that Sin can never be purged, 
but by the Heart-Blood of Chrift; and that fo ma- 


4 Sins as thou commiteſt willingly, ſo many 


orns doſt thou faſten upon his Head; ſo man 
Nails doſt thou drive into his Hands and Feet; FA 
many Spears doſt thou thruſt into his Heart; ſo oft 
(Mercileſs Villain! let me ſpeak fo, for the Love of 
my dear Redeemer !) doſt thou imbrew thy wicked 
Hands with his precious Blood, and with prodigi- 
ous Prophaneneſs trample it under thy Feet. So 
that it may juſtly be ſaid unto thee, as Peter ſaid to 


the Jes, Thou haſt crucified the LORD of Life ; thou 


hal murdered the King of Glery, the Son of the ever- 
laſting Gop, Chriſt Jeſus, that Fuft and Holy One; 
and preferred, not Barabbas, but thine own ſinful 
Luſts, nay, the Devil himſelf, before our bleſſed 
Redeemer. 


Ler theſe and the like Conſiderations ſerve to 


aggravate our actual Sins, and ſo move us to ſuffer 


our Hearts to be wounded and broken in Pieces for 


them. Proceed now, and peruſe ſeriouſly the ſound- 


eſt Expoſition upon the Commandments; and lay 
thy Life to this holy Rule and Line. To give an 
Entrance into this; 


Lr us conſider, 1. How we have villainouſly 
ftruck at the pure Eye of Gop, the Father's Glory 


all our Life long, with many filthy Thoughts, a- 
bominable Luſts and fearful Provocations : How 
we have ſhamefully abuſed the Riches of his Good- 
neſs, Forbearance and Long-ſuffering, whichſhould 
have led us to Repentance: How cruelly we have 
neglected ſo great a Salvation, by not offering our- 


ſelves 
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ſelves to his gracious Embracements, ſtretching 
out his Arms unto us ever ſince we were born. 


2. How fearfully we have diſhonoured his dear 
Son, by deſpiſing Him in his Miniftry, perſecuting 
Him in his Members, and ſhedding, his Blood in 
the Sacrament. 


2 Wnar execrable Indignity we have offered 
to the bleſſed Spirit of ray 4 grieving, quench- 
ing, if not deſpiting Him, by accurſedly rejecting 
his many holy Motions, or ſmothering. them by 
Worldlineſs, Luft, or ſome ſenſual Rebellion; by 
withſtanding that Light, which ſtood againſt us 
like an armed Man, when we went about Sin ;- 
nay, and it may be, by ſcoffing at Religion; (Hor- 
rible Villainy!) and railing againſt Purity, and the 
Ways of Gop. 1 5 


4. Ho w wretchedly we have wronged thoſe” 
heavenly Creatures, the Angels of Gop, by rob- 
ing them a long Time of that Joy they would have 
conceived: at our Converſion, Luke xv. 7. By 
making Choice of the damned Fiends (who conti- 
nually roared about us, like ſo many greedy Lions , 
to ſwallow us up quick, 1 Pzt. v. 8.) to be our At- 
tendants, whereas the other bleſſed and glorious 
Spirits tendered their Attendance and would gladly - 
have been our Guardians. n a 

5. How we have unworthily abuſed all the Crea- 
tures, by adding, ſo much as in us lies, Burden 
unto their Bondage, and Grievouſneſs unto the , 
Groans, which they make for Deliverance out of 
that Vanity, to which our Sins have made them 
ſubjet; and by Want of Conſcience and Care to 
= them ſanctified unto us by the Word and 

mayer, . 


7. How 
. 
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6. How we have abuſed many ſeaſonable AMic- 
tions and Viſitations laid upon us, for our Good. 


7. How abominably we have abandoned our 


Bodies to ſerve Satan; and all the Parts and Mem- 


bers thereof, as Inſtruments of Unrighteouſneſs to 


Sin: 
Our Eyes to wicked Wandrin bone as 
Adulteries, Covetouſneſs and idle \Ganingh, 


ought all the Days of our Life, to have 8 


from the Creatures, and all the Works of Gop, 
Abundance of fweet Matter for divine Meditation 
upon the Goodneſs, Greatneſs, Excellency and 


Perfections of our blefſed Creator. But they have 


2 us, as Windows ſet wide open to 
let in a World of Wild-Fire to enflame our already 
naughty Hearts, with Luft, ſpeculative Filth, and 
many vicious and vile Affections. 
Ovr Ears to delight in idle. Talk, nay. filthy 


Jeſts, ſlandrous Reports, and other unfavoury Com- 
munication. They might have ſerved to have 
done Gop a great of Service: All which we 


heard, ſhould have fallen through our Ears into 
our Hearts, as Seed of Prayer or Praiſe, or ſome 


other profitable Employment of ſome holy Aﬀecti- 


on; but in many Companies they have drank in, 
falſe 8 Slanders and | "Whiſpe perings, as 
Matter of unneceſſary — Ill-Will, and 
Heart- burning, if not Reven 

Our Tongues, t ſet an Fire e the Courſe of. Na- 
ture Beſides a World of other Iniquity, to blaſ- 
pheme (prodi Villany!) the 26 £þ Name 
of the mighty , =o of Heaven and Earth; and to 
wound the good Nameof others. Here then punCtual- 
ly peruſe with a broken Heart and bleeding — 41 
ons, thoſe many Kinds of the Sins of the Ton 


whereof every one of us, no Doubt, at one * 


or other, have been deeply gun} 
| 1 85 piy guuty. 1. Blat. 
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1. 'Blaſphemy. 

2. Murmuring. 

3. Defence of Sin. 

4. Perjury and Swearing. 

5. Lying, Equivocation 
and mental Reſerving. 

6. Slandering, Tale-tell- 
ing and raiſing of Ru- 

mours. 

7. Flattery and Double- 
tonguedneſs. 

8. Curſing, Railing and 
Reviling. 


9. Brawling and Scold- 
ing. 

10. — Mocking, 
Deriding, Scurrility 
and fooliſh Jeſting. 
Thus 

ly ſurvey 
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11. Giving ill Council. 

12. Sowing Seeds of Diſ- 
cord among Neigh- 
bours. 

13. Boaſting, Loquaci 
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14. Diſcovering of Se- 
crets. 

15. Haſty and undiſcreet 
Threatning. 

16. Raſh Promiſes and 
Vows. © 

17. Idle Words' and fil- 
thy Talking. 

18. — — 

I nu * 

1 * | 

and Whiſpering. 


on; and more particularly and exact- 
ſeveral Sins of every other Part. 


8. Cons1Dtr how wofully we have wronged 


which is worſt of all) our own 


poor, immortal 


uls, by miſ-employing all the Powers and Fa- 
culties thereof to' ſerve Satan and ourſelves, 
taſtning upon them, with ſel{-damning Cruelty 
many mortal Wounds, that without bathing in the 
bloody Wounds of Feſus Chriſt, will bleed to ever- 


laſting Death. 


Ouz Minds might very 


this Time, as full as the Moon, with ſpiritual Un- 
—_— in the Myſtery of Chrift, and plenti- 


fully enric 


ed with much ſaving Knowledge 


: But 


a long Time, they lay in the darkeſt Midnight of 
lpnorance, in Reſpe& of any ſuch facred Skill, and 


ve us Light only to do Ill, and grow 
Wickedneſs, | Naß, and fince they 


wiſe in 


ſemething enlightened, we have been extremely 


have been 
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ſlothful in furniſhing them with that Excellence, 
and Variety of Knowledge, which if we had im- 

proved all Means, and bleſſed Opportunities, they 
might have happily attained. 


Ovr Memories me have been rich and ba 
Treaſuries of many ſpiritual and divine Leſſons, 
comfortable Cordials, holy Experiences, heavenly 
Pearls ; but in our vain Days we e filled them full of 
impertinent Stuff, idle Jeſts, fooliſh Conceits, un- 
numbred Notions of Vanity and Folly: Nay; and 
ſince they were in ſome Meaſure ſanctified, we 
have found in them, which is a grievous Thing, 
more Aptneſs and Strength to receive and keep 
Matters of this World, than Affairs of Heaven, 
1 moſt material Concernments of our own 


3 1 de —.— 
Things honeſt, juſt, pure, and 
Report, have been impoiſoned, leſs Fountains 
of all In, the Source and Nurſeries of innumera- 
ble vain, and vile Thoughts and Affections: In 
Regard of malicious Thoughts, very Slaughter- 
Houſes . r 
1 —— the Heat of boiling Concupiſcence, 
12 [„. like « Baker's Oven. Nay, 
ce they have been Habitations of the H 
Ga, de may be ſore aſhamed to conſider the 
Want of Watchfulneſs, Purity, and Heavenly- 
Mindedneſs, which ought to have attended ſuch a 
jous Gueſt; and which is yet more, the Aſ- 
ults of Luſt, Paſſion, and many loathſome Intru- 
fions of moſt unworthy Thoughts. 


ALL our Affections have been moſt . notorious 
and ſtirring Agents for the Devil. Every one tran- 


— crary Thing the wrong Way: 
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 . Our Sorrow, which ſhould have wholly been 
ſpent upon Sin, hath been miſpent upon — 4 Lof- 
ſes, about. Things of this Life, and when we have 
been croſſed in our ſenſual Deſires, which are no 
fit Matter for Mourning. Nay, whereas ſince Con- 
verſion, that —8 . lies upon us, Rejorce 
cvermore, 1 Thef. v. 16. We have baſely ſuffered 
our Hearts to be unneceſſarily dejected with falſe 
Fears and Diſtruſts. 


Ovr Joy ſhould have been in Jenovan, bleſ- 
ſed for ever, in his Name, his Word, his Works, 
and Ways : It ſhould have been exerciſed upon 
everlaſting heavenly Objects, which would have en- 
larged it, to that which is unſpeakable and glorious. 
The Matter of it ſhould have been; 1. Gop through 
our Loxp Jeſus Chrift. 2. Our own Salvation. 
3. The Proſperity of the Church. 4. The Suffer- 
ings with Chrift. 4. All the Gifts of Gop. But 
in all our finful and ſenſual Time, it was unhappi- 
Gent upon Froth and Folly; at the beſt, upon 


orn, and Wine, and Oil, W fading and 
and 


tranſitory ;. ſo that in the Heat, eighth of it, 
we might truly have ſaid of it, as Solomon of Laugh- 
ter, It is mad, Nay, ſince we have been tranſla- 
ted into Gop's marvellous Light, we have ſinned 
in ſuffering it to be damp'd upon the Approach of 
any little Trouble, and in not exerciſing - and en- 
larging it with more Exaltation, Sweetneſs and Re- 
frelhing about the Things of Gop, and Aſſurance 


of our 8 | 


Ov rx Love, which ſhould have warmed our 
Hearts with an holy Flame towards Gop, (who, 
of his own free Mercy, hath ſealed unto us, by 
the Blood of his Son, all the ives of the 
vints upon Earth, and the bleſſed Inhefitance of 

| whic 
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Spirit, we have, in ſome 


which ſhould. make us to prefer his Glory before 
Life itſelf ;) in / our wicked Days was wholly im- 
ployed in providing ſenſually for ourſelves. And 
even ſince, by the r of Chriſt's 

eaſure, ſet our Love 
* we cannot, without a great Deal of Grief 
an 


Shame, think upon the Faintneſs, Inconſtan- 


N Coldneſs of it towards Gop, Chrift, his 
ord, Works, Creatures, Sacraments, Sabbaths, 
Minifters, Services, Children, Preſence, Correcti- 
ons, and Coming. ' 


Ou Hatred, which all ſhould have been ſpent 
upon Sin, hath been bent againſt the beſt Things 
in the World ; even againſt Holineſs itſelf, as tho' 
it were Hypocriſy ; againſt Godlineſs, as though it 
were a Se; againſt God's faithful Miniſters, as 
tho they were the Troublers of the State, Meſſen- 
gers of evil Things, and our Enemies. 


Ou Conſciences which ſhould have been Re- 
iſters and Remembrancers unto us of many hea- 
venly Thoughts, gracious Speeches, godly Actions, 
ſanctified Sabbaths, holy Prayers, divine Medita- 
tions, Chriſtian Conferences, Days of Humiliati- 
on, righteous Dealing with our Brethren, Works 
of Tullice, Mercy and Truth, a fincere Reſpect to 
all God's Commandments, a careful Performance 
of all ſpiritual Duties, a ſeaſonable Exerciſe of every 
Grace, Hatred of all falſe Ways, and hearty and 
invincible Love unto Gop, and all Things. that 
He loves: In ſtead of ſuch comfortable Proviſion 
againſt the evil Day, naturally we hoard up in 
them, Scourges, Stings and Scorpions, infinite 
Matter of unſpeakable Horror,; I mean, Conſci- 
ouſneſs. of many Villainies, Vanities, and Lies, 
Oaths, Whoredoms, pany Matches, Falſ⸗- 


hoods, Idle Talk, Scoffs, and Raili Now all 
a 2 
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theſe, except by ti Repentance we confeſs and 
forſake —— Boſom of our guilty Con- 
ſciences, like ſo many ſleeping Lions, gathering hel- 
liſh Poiſon and Power, that hereafter they may 
ſting with everlaſting Horror and endleſs Tor- 
ment. - 


3. Lz r us diligently reviſe our whole Life, and 
carefully peruſe our two Catalogues of Sin; I mean 
thoſe of our unregenerate Time, and thoſe com- 
mitted fince our Converſion: Such are, r. All the 
Abominations of the Days of our Vanity. 2. Our 
Failings in our Tranflatien from Darkneſs to 


Light. 3 Our Relapſes, Falls and Frailties ſince. | 


To prepare our Hearts with quickning Matter 
for penitent Remorſe and ſound Humiliation; for 
the firſt of theſe; let us take Notice of, 


1. Our Omiſſions in that-graceleſs Time, which 
were as large as the Duties enjoined in God's bleſſed 
Laws. Now what grievous Amazements may it 
breed in a truly penitent Heart, to think ſeriouſly, 
that for all the Time of our Unregeneration, which 
perhaps was twenty or thirty Years, having ſo great 
and good a Gop in Heaven, we yet for all that 
Time, ſhould do Him no Service at all, neither 
perform any Duty unto Him (or but ſo, that it 
was abominable in his Sight) of all thoſe which he 
required in his bleſſed Book; and we did infinitely 
owe, being his Creatures, and bound unto Him 
beſides by infinite Obligations, every Moment. For 
Inſtance: we may now acknowledge by the preſent 
Sweetneſs, and Preciouſneſs of the Spine of Prayer, 
what an horrible Neglect it was of fo long a Time, 
not to offer up any one acceptable Sacrifice in that 
Kind. We may conceive by our high Eſteeming 
the Loxp's Day, by that ſweet Communion we 
Vol. IX. P have 
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have at ſuch Times with his holy Majeſty, and 
9275 Chrift, through the ſecret Working of the 

leſſed Spirit, and Exerciſe of Faith in the Ordi- 
nances, what accurſed Caitifts we were, and what 
an horrible Sin it was, to have continued wilfull 
Strangers to every Duty of ſuch heavenly Days, fo 
many Years together; nay, to have deſperately 
prophaned them by Works of our Calling, Paſtimes, 
or Idleneſs. | | 


Go on thus, and aggravate all other Omiſſions. 
Omiſſion of the Duties of Charity, Kindneſs and 
Love to the Brethren of Chri/t, without any more 
Sin, juſtly merits that dreadful Doom, Matt. XXV. 
41. and is able of itſelf to damn thee forever. 


2. ALL our actual Sins committed in Thought, 
Word, or Deed; ſeriouſly and ſenſibly ſearching 
out, with an impartial, eager Purſuit, their Hei- 
neuſneſs and Number. 


AnD in this penitent Ys let us conſider, 
which Way the Current of our Thoughts have been 
principally carried ; whether upon Luſt, Ambition 
or Pride: Wherein principally our Words have 
been wickedly waſted; whether in Lying, Swear- 
ing, Slandering, filthy Talking or Jeſting: What 
ſinful Courſes we have followed moſt; whether 
Drunkenneſs, Whoredom, Gaming, Sabbath- 
breaking, Revellings, or the like. us let us 
mark, wherein we have had our Hearts, Tongues 
and Hands deepeſt in Hell, and done Satan. the 
molt Service, that we may mourn proportionabl 
and fortify ourſelves for the Time to come, wi 
anſwerable Watchfulneſs and Induſtry. 


Acai, Let us divide that' dark and damned 
Time into its Portions and Periods, according 7s 
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the ſeveral Places, Conditions and Callings, where- 
in we have paſſed it: Thus, ſo much Tune ſpent 
at Home in our Father's Houſe; ſo much in Ser- 
vice or Apprenticeſhip ; ſo much at School; ſo much 
at the Univerſity ; ſo much at the Inns of Court; fo 
much in the Country; ſo much in ſingle Life; fo 
much in the Marriage State; fo much privately ; 
ſo much in this or that Office; ſo much in this 
Town or Pariſh; ſo much in that: And let us 
well weigh the ſeveral Corruptions, Vices and fin- 
ful Pleaſures, to which we were moſt given, in 
thoſe diſtin Places, Times, Callings, and Con- 
ditions of Life; that ſo we may proceed in better 
Order to break our Hearts before Gop for them: 
Beginning with the firſt actual Sin, to which our 
now awaken'd Memory, and the Spirit of Repent- 
ance, can lead us. Nay, and to help us herein, let 
us both take from our Mothers or Nurſes, what they 
can report unto us of that 'Time, wherein we can- 
not remember ourſelves to have lived; and alſo 
conjecture from the froward Behaviour of other 
Infants, which we now obſerve, how untoward 
our own Carriage was at that Age. And then let 
us proceed to enumerate all the Circumſtances of 
our old Sins, to aggravate and make them as o- 
dious and loathſome in our Eyes as we can, for 
a more thorough Humbling of our Souls. | 


Surros in thy Time of Darkneſs, thou waſt 
2 Drunkard, weigh well, beſides the beaſtly Sin of 
Drunkenneſs itſelf, fuch Circumſtances as theſe ; 
1. How thou grievedſt thy Parents and Friends, 
(or Wife and Children, if thou livedſt in the mar- 
ried Eſtate.) 2. How thou didſt miſ-ſpend thy 
precious Time in Ale-houſes, the Nurſeries of the 
Devil, for one Moment whereof, any damn'd Soul 
in Hell would give ten Thouſand. Worlds. 3. 


How thou metteſt there a Company of Sons of 
46 P 2 » Belial 
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Belial, thy Brethren in Iniquity, and madeſt them 


every Time, ſo much as in thee lay, more the 
Children of Hell than they were before. 4. How 
wickedly thou didſt waſte Gop's good Creatures, 
for which many Thouſands were ready to ſtarve. 
5. How thou didſt curſedly caſt away that Money, 
by which thou mighteſt have maintained thy Fa- 
mily, provided for thy Children, and relieved the 
Poor. 6. How before you parted, thou didſt put 
thyſelf out of the Rank of Mankind, by turning 
Beaſt. 7. How you ſwore, blaſphemed Gop's 
Name, railed upon good Men; perhaps roared, 
and play'd the Bedlams. 8. That when towards 
Red-time thou ſhouldſt have proſtrated thyſelf a- 
midſt thy People, to have offer'd up an Evening 
Sacrifice of Prayers and Praiſe, thou laidſt all along 
like a filthy Hog, wallowing in thine own Vomit, 
offerin up thy Body and Soul a curſed Sacrifice 
to the W. | | * 


- AGAIN, let us conſider, How many we have, 
not only like Wolves undone, ſo much as in us 
lay, in their outward Eſtate; but even like Devils, 
drawn them to Hell, and held them faſt in a 
damn'd Eſtate: how many Ways we have been 
guilty of, or acceſlary to. other Men's Sins; whe- 
ther, 1. By commanding, as David did Joab; or 
2. By Commending; 3. By Conſenting; 4- A 
Companying; 5. +/ Conniving; 6. By Counſel- 
ling;. 7. By Defending; 8. By Encouraging ; 9. 
By Provoking; or 10. By Participating with o- 
thers in their Wickedneſs. Fs ol 


"ABOVE all, let us ſpend much Time and ma- 
ny Tears in prefling upon our Conſciences, the in- 
finite Ou „Exceſſes and Tyrannies of our 
Boſom Sin: For that reigned and raged in us far 
more than any of the Reſt. It was the Devil's Vice- 
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toy, to keep in a damn'd Slavery, all the Faculties 
of the Soul, all the Thoughts of the Heart, the 
Heat of our Affections, the Strength of our Wit, 
for his more notorious Service. I know not, whe- 
ther this ſometimes by Reaſon of its vile Nature, 
univerſal Domineering, and giving Life and Mo- 
tion to a World of wicked Means, Ways and Cir- 
cumſtances, it may not hold Scale againſt all our 
other Sins. And fore we have the more Need 
of ſtriteſt Examination to diſcover it; of more 
Brokenneſs of Heart, to lament it; of Chris 
deareſt and warmeſt Blood to pardon it; and of 
the Holy Spirit's mightieſt Work to mortify and 
ſubdue it. 


SECONDLY, In order to get Matter of. Humili- 
ation for the ſecond Kind of Sins, that is, our 
Failings in our Tranſlation from Darkneſs to Light; 
let us call to mind and conſider, | | 


1. Ou Lothneſs to leave Satan's Service, and 
to ſubmit to the Scepter of Chi; our extreme 
Cruelty, even to our own poor immortal Souls, in 
withſtanding, ſo much as in us lay, the very Work 
of Grace, and our everlaſting Good, the Miniſtry, 
Men, holy Motions, and all other Means, ſet on 
Foot by Gov's Spirit, to lead us out of Hell; our 
Liſtening, even when Chr:i/t called, to the ſubtle 
Suggeſtions and Cries. of our own Corruptions , 
the Devil and our old. Companions. 


2. Tu great Diſproportion between the noto- 
nous Wickedneſs of our former Life, and Bewail- 
ng it; between the Number of our Sins, and Fe- 
neſs of our Tears; the Heinouſneſs of our Rebel- 
lions, and little Meaſure of our Humiliation.. And 
what a freſh Spring of new penitent Sorrow may 
this create, to co that we have been far greater 

a TY Sinners. 
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Sinners than ſome others, yet have paſſed through 
the New-Birth with far leſs Trouble of Mind than 


they? 


3- ALL the Diſhonours offered to the Free 
Grace of Gop, Chri/t's invaluable Bloodſhed ; and 
all the bleſſed Promiſes in God's Book; in that, 
on the one Hand, when we ſaw ourſelves coming 
out of the Hands of Satan and from his curſed 
Slavery, we hied no Faſter, nor made more Haſte 
out of that damn'd, deſperate Eſtate; and on the 
other Hand, in that, when we had Jeſus Chrift, and 
all the glorious Pleaſures of his Kingdom ſo ſea- 
ſonably revealed, and freely offered to us, we did 
not entertain and embrace them with more Eager- 

neſs and Joy, Quickneſs and Diſpatch. | 


4. FovrTHLyY, Let us take Notice how infi- 
nitely we have been wanting in Thankfulneſs, for 
that moſt glorious Work of our Converſion; (a 
greaterW ork than the Making of the wholeWorld) 
with infinite Mercy, with infinite Merit, with in- 
finite Might. A ſerious Contemplation of the 
Greatneſs of this Benefit, is able to overwhelm the 
largeſt Capacity, Human or Angelical, with ever- 
laſting Admiration. Oh! the Depth of the Good- 
neſs of Gon! If all the Hearts and Tongues of all 
the Men and Angels in Heaven and in Earth were 
induſtriouſſy ſet on Work to extol and magnify this 
happy Change of ours, they would come infinitely, 
ſhort of that which is deſerved. 


Tus much ſhall ſuffice for the Diſcovery of. 
the Abominations of the Days of our Vanity, and 
our Failings in our Tranſlation from Darkneſs to 
Light, to ſuggeſt unto us further Matter for our 

Humiliation. It remains now, to ſay ſome- 


what of the third and laſt Kind of Sins; that is, 


our 
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our Relapſes, Falls, and Frailties fince we have 
been ſo tranſlated: And this will afford us (had we 
Time to unfold them) moſt ample Matter of Hu- 
miliation, above all the Reſt. 


Nov, in the Review of our Relapſes, and Falls, 
and Frailties, let us conſider the Multitude, and 
then the Aggravations of them. ; | 


Fixs r, The Multitude of them will appear by. 
theſe Conſiderations: I. It will be needful to con- 
ſider what Sins we have been molt inclined to, fince. 
our Calling: And. we may eaſily call to Mind how 
our pleaſing Sin in former Times hath broken in 
upon us in latter Times. 2. We may conſider 


what our Conſtitutions have led unto; whether or 


no ſome inordinate Affection, or diſtemper'd Paſ- 
hon; if we obſerve the daily Stirrings of theſe, it 
will add greatly to the Matter of our Humiliation. 
3. We are to remember our manifold. Confeſſions 
and daily Prayers and Promiſes made in them; 
how ' often we have confeſſed the ſame Sins to 
God, and prayed againſt them; which argues, 
many Relapſes and Backſlidings into them. 4. We 
may recount. the Wanderings and Diſtractions of 
our Hearts in holy Duties; the Coldneſs and Dead- 
neſs of our Prayers; Unprofitableneſs under the 
Means of Grace, eſpecially our wordly Thoughts, 
idle or wage © Talk upon the Loxp's Day, and 
divers other Ways of uncomfortable Miſ-ſpending, 
at leaſt ſome Part of. 5. We may conſider how 
innumerable Sins paſs. by us daily, that we take no 
Notice of. All theſe Meditations. will bring Ti- 
dings of. the Multitudes of. our Relapſes 5, hy 


firmities. 


7 » 


| S2coNnDLY, For. the Aggravations of them, 
they. are very fearful; . Becauſe. they are due 
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> than we had in 


mitted againſt more Know 


our unregenerate State. 2. Becauſe there is a 
er Ingratitude in all Relapſes, in neglecting or 


great 
abuſing the Gifts of Gop, and turning his 
Grace into Wantonneſs. 3. Becauſe there is in 


theſe Relapſes, a Breach of Covenant with Gon 


in a heinous Manner, when we have bound our 
Hearts, yea, entred into an Oath and Curſe, to 
keep the Commandments of the Lox p, at the Re- 
ceiving of the Sacrament and in divers Caſes of 
Extremity; now by our Revolting, we break all 
fuch Bonds aſunder: And beſides the Trangreſſing 
of Gop's Covenant, we break our Covenant with 
Him, fo that He may juſtly avenge the Quarrel of 
his Covenant. 4. Bee uſe there is ever in theſe 
Sins a great Grieving of the Spirit of God. Alas! 
if we grieve our Comforter, where ſhall we find 
Comfort? 5. Becauſe there is many Times a 
great Wrong that by our Falls we do unto the 
leſſed Name of Gop, his Word, Religion, and 
the Profeflion of Godlineſs; they make the Name 
of God to be blaſphemed. 6. Becauſe ſuch Back- 
ſliding breeds great Hardneſs of Heart, beſides the 
diſturbing of our Peace: As Iron that hath been 
heated in the Fire grows harder when it is taken 
out, ſo it is with an Heart that hath been once 
heated by the Grace of God's good Spirit. 7. If 
we have lain long in our Backſliding, our Condi- 
tion is the more grievous. When a Man falls into 
a Sin, and immediately riſes again, he may more 
eaſily recover himſelf, than if he continue long in 
his lapſed State. An Arm or a 2. that is out of 
Joint, muſt quickly be ſet again; if it be long diſ- 
jointed, it will caufe unſpeakable Torment to ſet 
it, and knit the Joints together again. | 
Our of all that hath been Bid, 1 may well draw 
this Concluſion, That in Caſe of Relapſe, all the 
Duty of Repentance, as Examination, Contrition 
and Confeſſion, are to be practiſed in a greater 
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Meaſure and in a more powerful Manner. So that 
in this Caſe, there muſt be a more ſtrict Examina- 
tion of our Hearts and Lives; and that eſpecially 
for our Eſtate to Godward : Beſides, there muſt be 
a more ſevere Judging of ourſelves,. and a greater 
Meaſure of Contrition; as Judges uſe to deal more 
roughly againft Malefactors that are twice taken in 
the ſame Offence. In our Confeſſion we mult be 
more particular and free, and large in aggravating 
the Circumſtances of theſe Kinds of Sins, and be 
more earneſt in Prayer with Gop bath for the 
Pardoning and Healing of theſe Maladies; that.our 
latter End be not worſe than our Beginning, yea, 
that we do not expoſe- our poor Souls to the un- 
clean Spirit to make a Re-entry into- them with 
ſcven worſe than himſelf. 


II. Now to help us in the ſecond be. 
wherein the ſpiritual Exerciſe of Faſting conſiſted : 
to wit, A Senſe of God's infinite Wrath and moſt 
holy Indignation againſt Sin: Let us conſider, 


1. Tux Severity of Gop's Judgments and Pu- 
niſhment upon Sin. For which Purpoſe, look 
upon. the Deſtruction of the Angels; the Curſe 
that fell upon Adam and all his Poſterity; the 
Confuſions which came upon the firſt World by 
the Flood ; the Burning of Sedom with Fire and 
Brimſtone from Heaven; the Horrors of a guilty 
Conſcience, which is an Hell upon Earth; the e- 
verlaſting Fire which is prepared for reprobate Men 
and Angels. 2. That no Satisfaction would ſuffice, 
but the Blood of his own Son. Had all the bleſſed 
Angels proſtrated themſelves at the Foot of their 
Creator, with one ſtrong united Cry: Yet in the 
Point of Expiation of Sin, not any, nor all of theſe 
could have done any Good at all: Nay, if the 
Son of Gor Himſelf, bleſſed forever, ſhould * 
5 — 2 
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ſupplicated and ſollicited (I mean without Suffer- 
ing) the Father of all Mercies, yet He could not 
have prevailed; either the Son of Gop muſt die, 
or never could any Sin have been pardoned, nor 
any Soul ſaved. | 


III. To help us in the third Part of this ſpiritual 
Exerciſe, to wit, an impartial Acknowledgement, 
and ſenſible Feeling of our own unſpeakable Miſe- 
ry by Reaſon of Sin, let us look back, 


1. Upon our Time paſt ; and therein conſider, 
That all the Sins thou haſt heretofore committed at 
any Time, in any Place, or with any Company, 
are upon Record, writ, as it were, with the Point 
of a Diamond, in the Book of thy Conſcience, by 


| 

| 

the Hand of Gop's Juſtice, and that whenſoever / 
hereafter it ſhall pleaſe God, effectually to awaken IN 7 
thy 2 by timely Repentance thou pre- 5 
vent not the Wrath to come) they will torment l 
thee with inexplicable Horror, and tear thy Soul If * 
in Pieces, when there is none to help. l 
Ws ſee many Times one little Sin in the World's I * 
Efteem, put a — { — into a very Hell an 
upon Earth. As I have heard of, and known in fr 
„one for a ſhort ſudden Imprecation ; ano- c 

her for an unworthy Thought conceived of God; Iſ8 © 
| another for covetouſly keeping a Thing found, and tal 
not reſtoring it, or enquiring after the Owner; = © 
thinking upon theſe Things in cold Blood, Gov . 
putting particular Stings into theſe ſeveral Sins, 
were 15 afflicted in Conſcience, that their very Bones « 
were broken; ſtrange Tremblings ſeized upon their thy 
Bodies ; they had no Delight in an — * 
have been ready to deſpair of their Salvation, * f 
make away themſelves. If the guilty Senſe WW” fi 


F 


then of one Sin, when Gop ſets it on, draw fo 
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many fiery Points of ſtin 


ging Scorpions after it; 
what Tearing of Heart, Gnawing of Conſcience, 


and helliſh Rage, will the whole black and bloody 
Catalogue of all thy Sins, muſtered up 
at once, — 58 thy Soul, when the Time of 
God's heavy Viſitation ſhall come upon thee as 
Travail upon a Woman with Child? When all 
thy Sins together, all thy Lies, all thy Oaths, all 
thy Railings, all thy Paſſions and filthy Thoughts, 
jovial Meetings, and Ale-houſe Hauntings, all the 
Wrongs thou haſt done, all the Time thou haſt 
miſpent, thy Prophanation of every Sabbath, thy 
Killing of Chri/t at every Sacrament, thy Non- 
proficiency at every Sermon, thy Ignorance, thy 
Unbelief, thy Worldlineſs, thy — thy 
Pride, thy Malice, thy Luft, thy Luke-warmneſs, 
Impatiency, Diſcontentedneſs, * ain-Glory, Self- 
Love, the innumerable Swarms of idle, wandring 
and wicked Imaginations ; in a Word, all the Pol- 
lutions, Diſtempers, Eſtrangedneſs from Gop, in 
the inward Parts ; . all the Vanities and Rebellions of 
thy whole Life : I ſay, when all theſe ſhall be char- 
ged upon thy impenitent Soul, by the unquench- 
able Indignation of that juſt Gop, whoſe Mercy, 
and long Suffering, thou haſt abuſed ; whoſe An- 
thou haſt provoked all thy Life long; what an 

ell wilt thou feel in thy Conſcience? What an 
unquenchable Fire will be kindled there? No mor- 
tal Heart can comprehend it; no Angel's Tongue 
can expreſs a thouſandth Part of that woful Hor- 
or. | fog 


ConsIDER, 2. How heretofore thou haſt had 
thy Hand in drawing many towards Hell, and haſt 
been a bloody Murderer of other Mens Souls. For 
lo far as thou haſt. been a Means to make others 
to ſin, ſo much as in thee lies, haſt thou damned 
them for ever. What a miſerable Man art thou 


then, 
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then, who haſt the Cry of many Souls bleeding to 
eternal Death, yelling loud in thine Eears ? Even 
of all thoſe whom thou haſt any Ways inticed to 
any Sin, to Drunkenneſs, to W horedom, or any 
Kind of Uncleannefs, to Sabbath-breaking, to pro- 
phane Sports, to Lying, Swearing, to Idlencfs, Ga- 
ming, or wanton Dancing; or, in a Word, to any 
Service of Satan. Nay, it may be, the Soul of 
thine own Wife ( if thou haſt one) that lies in thy 
Boſom, lies bleeding alſo to eternal Death, under 
thy bloody and mercileſs Hand, becauſe thou liveſt 
not with her as a Man of Knowledge. Knowledge, 
perhaps, thou haſt enough to thrive in the World; 
but no Wit, no Underſtanding, to tell her one 
Foot of the right Way to Heaven. Or, it may 
be, thine own dear Children are already in the 
Path that leads to endleſs Perdition, by thy De- 
fault: And the bloody Knife of thine unconſcic- 
nable Negligence ſticks deep in their Souls, and ſtops 
all Hope of Cure, becauſe thou doeſt not catechiſe 
them, call them to Account upon the Sabbath, pre- 
pare them for the Sacrament ; becauſe thou doit 
not reſtrain them from ill Company, idle Sports, 
and Prophaning the Sabbath. Nay, and perhaps 
beſides, becauſe thou art in thine own Family, 2 
curſed Precedent of Sin. 


To conclude this Point, and preſs this upon 
thine Heart, know aſſuredly, that all thoſe, in 
whoſe Damnation thou haſt had thine Hand, (and 
thou haſt done thy Part to damn all them, to whom 
thou haſt been any Cauſe to Sin) will hereafter, in 
that helliſh Dungeon, fly in thy Face with horrible 
and hideous Curſes, crying, Wee, that ever they 
faw thy Face; that ever they had thee to their 
Huſband, Father, or Maſter; a miſerable and 
wretched Man, that would never be warned, ” 
f b 5 —_— Ilore 
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fore he had damned his own Soul, and undone 
many more for ever. | 


CoNnsSIBER 3. How thus long thou haſt been Sa- 
tan's Bond-Slave, the Devil's Drudge. Many a 

ievous Sin haſt thou committed at his Bidding, 

hou haſt told many a Lie, uttered many a rotten 
Word and filthy Jeſt ; perhaps been many Times 
drunk. At his Suggeſtion thou haſt harboured 
many an unclean, proud, covetous, malicious, 
diſdainful, unkind, impatient, angry and revenge- 
ful Thought. And affuredly, if thou wilt not leave 
the Devil's Colours, under which thou haſt march'd 
furiouſly thus long, and come under the Banner of 
Cbriſt, to which thou haſt been called with Cries 
of Blood all thy Life long, thou wilt ſhortly be 
paid home for all thy curſed Service to the Powers 
of Hell, with everlaſting Plagues. 


2. Look upon thy preſent Eſtate, and therein 


conſider 1. thy Hurtfulneſs, whilſt thou continueſt 
a natural Man. There is nothing in the World 


but thou hurteſt or vexeſt one Way or other. Thou 


fearfully diſhonoureſt Gop the Father, by a ſtub- 
born Diſobedience to his Word. Thou trampleſt 
under Foot the precious Blood of Chr:/?, by thy 
wilfull going on in Sin. Thou grieveſt Go D's 
bleſſed Spirit, by ſmothering thoſe holy Motions 
which he ſtirs up in thy Heart. Thou diſcontenteſh 
ſo much as in thee lies, the bleſſed Angels, and 
bereaveſt them of that Joy which they would con- 
ceive at thy Converſion. Thou polluteſt all the 
Creatures thou meddleſt with, becauſe they are not 
ſanctified unto thee by the Word of Gong and 
Prayer. And perhaps, as thou enjoyeſt them by 
Uſurpation, ſo ſometimes thou exerciſeſt mercileſs 
Tyranny over them. A righteous Man (ſaith Solo- 


mon) regardeth the Life of bis Beaſt, but the Mer» 
> IX. * Q cies 
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cies of the Wicked are cruel, Prov. xii. 10. As for 
thy Brethren in Iniquity, thou fearfully hardeneſt 
them, and encourageſt them in the Way to Hell; 
ethers thou impoiſoneſt with thy Example, and in- 
ſectious Company. Neither in doing Miſchief, 
doſt thou ſpare thy own Family. Thou drawelt 
after thee thy Sons and Servants with the Cords of 
Vanity, and Cart-ropes of Inquity, as faſt and 
forcibly as thou canſt, into the ſame Damnation 
of Hell. In the mean Time, every Hour thou 
ſo continueſt, thou treaſureſt up to thyſelf Wrath, 
againſt the Day of Wrath; and when the Meaſure 
and the Number of thy Sins are full, perhaps in 
the brighteſt Sun-ſhine of thy worldly Happineſs, 
the Lok D will ſuddenly rain ut on thee Snares, Fire 
and Brimſtone, and an horrible Tempeſt : And wil 
laugh at thy Deſtruftion, and mock when thy Fear 


COMES. . 


_ Cons1DER 2. that if thou now be cut off by 
the Stroke of Death, thou art certainly damned 
forever. And how many Ways mayſt thou die in 
a Day? Beſides the many Diſeaſes, that inſenſibly 
— in thy Body, may kill thee ſuddenly, thy 
Houſe is ſubject to Fire, Robbery, tempeſtuous 
Winds, Thunders, and other waſting Calamities. 
If thou put from Shore in a Ship, or Boat, there is 
but a Foot's Breadth between thee and Death. If 
thou get on Horſe-back, one Stumble may take 
away thy Life. What Protection haſt thou! 
What Aſſurance, be thou never ſo ſtrong or young, 
to ſee the Sun riſe the next Morning; fee many 
have gone well to Bed, and before Morning it has 
become their Grave? If then there be fo many 
Ways to let thee out of this Life, and thou mayſt þ 
be cut off fo ſuddenly, and if thou die as thou art, 
art GE damned, what a miſerable Man at | 
thou 
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3. Look forward upon the Time to come. 
And herein conſider, 1. Death, through which 
thou mult ſhortly paſs. 2. The dreadful Tribunal 
of the everliving Gop, before which thou muſt 
ſhortly appear. 3. That fiery Lake wherein thou 
mult live forever, unleſs thou fincerely and heartily 
repent thee of thy wicked Life, and believe in the 
LoD Jeu Chrift. | 


IV. To help in the Fourth Part of ſpiritual Ex- 
erciſe in Faſting, to wit, To get into our Hearts 
a Contempt of ourſelves, moſt worthy to be ab- 
horred-in Duſt and Aſhes ; do thou, that art yet in 
thy natural natural State, conſider, 


1. HapsT thou ſeen that Man in Zuke viii. 
out of whom Chri/t Feſus caſt ſo many Devils, 
that for their Number, their Name was called, 
Legion, ver. 30. If thou hadſt looked upon him 
all naked, as he was, haunting the Graves, tear- 
ing in Pieces his Chains, wherewith he was bound, 
and hurried often by the Devil into the Wilder- 
neſs, thou wouldſt have accounted him a I 
of extreme Miſery. Now thou thyſelf in thy na- 
tural State, art a Thouſand Fimes more miſerable; 
nay, hadſt thou in thy Body, for his Legion, a 
Million of Devils, yet ſhouldſt thou be infinitely 
lefs miſerable, than thy many unpardoned and un- 
repented Sins do make thee. My Reaſons are 
theſe: 1. Every Sin is fouler than the fouleſt Fiend 
in Hell; as you have ſeen before. 2. The Devils 
may poſſeſs and have Power over the Bodies of the 
daints, when Gop gives them Leave: They had 
over Chriff's, Matt. iv. 5. But ſuch Sins as thine, 
unpardoned and unrepented of, cannot poſſibly be 
found in any ſanCtitbed Man. 3. Were all the 
Devils in Hell in thy Pw yet if thou heartily 
tatedſt all Sin, and didſt cleave to Chrift, and his 

| Q.2 Truth, 


. 
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Truth, they could not- all do thee a Pin's Worth 
of Hurt about the Salvation of thy Soul: But one 
known Sin, loved and delighted in, will damn 
thy Soul forever. 


2. CoxnSIDER what a Wretch art thou, that 
one Way or other wrongeſt all the World, Gop 
and Man; and makeſt every Creature in Heaven 
and Earth the worſe for thee, Fer. ii. 12.— iv. 28. 
—Xitt. 10. P/alm cvii. 34. Gen. xix. 25. Exod, 
xvii. 7. Yet by the Way let me tell thee, upon 
Repentance, all this inexplicable Miſery ſhall be 
turned into unconceivable F eueny 


V. To help in the F ilch Part of this ſpiritual 
Exerciſe, to wit, To make thy Heart to break and 
bleed within thee for the Sins of thy Soul; before 
I propound the Helps, conſider, that the End of 
our Examination, is this Afflicting of our Souls 
(as the Scripture calls it) or the Humbling and 
Caſting down of our Souls before the Lok D. The 
Prophet Joel calls it, the Renting of our Hearts. 
For therefore do we abſtain for a Time from Meat, | 
that we may have a quick Senſe and Feeling = our | 
own Unworthineſs. Therefore we bein | 
the Body, that the Mind might alfo be — i 
down, and our Hearts broken and rent in ſunder. ] 
Now this Humiliation for Sin muſt be eſpecially 
for the Vileneſs of our Sins, rather than for the 
Puniſhments, that are either felt or feared. Though 
the People of Gon ought to be humbled for Gop's 
Judgments, yet that is neither the only, nor the 
chief Cauſe of their Humiliation ; but their Sins do 
moſt of all affect them. As it was with David, 
Pſal. xxxviii. 18. J will declare mine Iniquity, and 
be ſorry for my Sin. This we had need look very 
carefully — becauſe otherwiſe all our Labour 
will be loſt; and the Loxp accounts no better of 
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that other worldly Sorrow, than He doth of the 
Roaring of a wild Bull in a Net; whereas the Sor- 
row for the Evil of Sin, as it is the Joy of An 
ſo it is the Delight of our heavenly Father. 

is for the and Manner of it. — 
thee in it, . [ 


1. How that Heart of thine hath been the Forge 
wherein all thy Sins were firſt hammered out; all 
thy filthy Thoughts, raging Paſſions, wicked Pur- 
poles, and rebellious Adtions have ſprung 2 that 
Den of Darkneſs, and Dungeon of Iniquity. That 
bottomleſs Sink hath ſent out continually impoi- 
ſoned Streams of abominable Thoughts, Words, 
and Deeds all thy Life long. Then great Reaſon 
haſt thou, to make that Heart, for the Time to 
come, a Fountain of godly Sorrow, of penitent 
Tears, of Mourning, | Aur and Bewailing 
thy Sins all the Days of thy Life. If Chrift Zeſus 
vouchſafe to open upon thy Soul a Fountain of his 
own Heart's-Blood for Sins and for Uncleanneſs, 
thou art a curſed Wretch and cruel Enemy to thy 
Soul's Comfort, if thou doſt — to keep 
open in thine Heart a Counter-well, as it were, of 
Weeping over Him, whom thou haſt pierced, and 
for thoſe Sins which have put the Son of Go to 


2. Conſider, that the Heart of the only dear, inno- 
cent Son of Gop, for thy Sake was pierced 'thro\, 
and filled with that Singularity of ſpiritual Heavi- 
neſs, Anguith of Spirit and Affliction of Soul, that 
Fam ai were all dhe foveral Bars n of all 
the Sons and Daughters of Adam, from the Creation 
to the World's End, collected and inflicted upon 
one Heart, they would come ſhort. The Fierce- 
neſs of his Father's. Wrath did preſs Him fo fore 
and lie fo heavy upon Him, that it wrung out of 
his bleſſed Body cven Drops of Plood, and from 
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his Heart that rueful Cry, My Gop, my Gor, why 
haſt Tbau forſaken Me? Now, ſhall the precious 
Heart of Gop's own Son (infinitely free from Sin) 
fall afunder in his Breaſt like Drops of Water for 
thy Sins, and ſhall not thy ſinful Heart groan and 
ſigh at all? Shall it not mourn and melt for the in- 
finite Abominations of thine own Heart and Life? 
Oh horrible Hardneſs! Prodigious Ingratitude 


3. Bx affured, that if that Heart of thine be not 
wounded in this Day of thy Viſitation, while it is 
called to Day, it will and muſt hereafter be filled 
with that Horror, which would burſt a thouſand to 
think upon it; and abide the whole and unquench- 
able Wrath of Gop, flaming upon it with extreme 
Anguiſh World without End. Muſt the Son of 
Gor Himſelf lie bleeding upon the Croſs; and 
thinkeſt thou to go to Heaven upon a Bed of Down, 
and be ſaved without Trouble of Conſcience for 
Sin? Aſſure thyſelf, it will never be. It is inh- 
nitely more impoſſible than for thee to reach the 
Heaven with thine Hand. Either therefore let thy 
Heart break under the Hammer of the Word, while 
it is to Day, and make it the Subject of godly Sor- 
row; or, as ſure as thy Heart is in thy Body, it 
will hereafter become the Object, upon which the 
fierce Wrath of Gop, and fierceſt Torments in 
Hell ſhall be exerciſed with Extremity and Ever- 
laſtingneſs. But if thou get a truly. broken Heart 
into thy Boſom, thou preſently getteſt Right and 
Intereſt to all the Purchaſes of Chr:i/?'s Paſſion. | 


VI. To help in the Sixth Spiritual Duty of Faſt- 
ing, to wit, To quicken and ſtir up to a particular 
and impartial Confeſſion of Sins, and to ſincere 
Acknowledgments of, and Expreffions of inward 
Grief for, the ſame; conſider, 1. The Practice of 

the Saints. 2. In caſe of outward Troubles, People 
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are wont to wring their Hands, beat their Breaſts, 
ſometimes to tear their Hair, and weep immeaſur- 
ably : Now aſſuredly, if the Concurrence of all Fo#'s 
outward Miſeries upon one Man would require one 
watry Tear ; the leaſt Sin of thy Soul might juſtly 
challenge at thine Hand, a whole Torrent of bloody 
Tears. If thou wouldeſt ſpend one Sigh for the 


Death of thy Son, the Groaning out of the laſt 


Drop of thy deareſt Blood were far too little for 
the Death of thy Soul. If thou wouldſt wring thy 


Hands for the Loſs of thine Huſband, well might- 


eſt thou wail all the Days of thy Life, for the Lofs 
of Communion with Ghri/t Feſus. If thou wouldſt 
beat thy Breaſt for the Burning of thine Houſe, 


juſtly mighteſt thou break thine Heart in Pieces for 


the ſinful Conſumption of thy Soul. For doubtleſs, 
Grace ought to raiſe our Afections as bigh about 
heavenly Things, as Nature about earthly. | 


3. WeiGn well this Scripture : He that cover 
eth his Sins ſball not profper ; but he that canfeſſeth 
and ferſaketh them, ſhall have Mercy, Prov. xxviii. 
13. 


VIE. To help in the Seventh fpiritual Exerciſe, 
to wit, To get a Hatred of Sin, conſider, 1. The 
Foulneſs, 2. Infectiouſneſs, 3. Perniciouſneſs of 
Sin. It is the only Object of Gop's extremeſt 
Hatred. It is fouler than the fouleſt Fiend in Hell. 
It is of that peſtilential, infectious Property, that 
it pollutes every Thing it comes near. It is full of 
fearful and pernicious Effects; of which you heard 
largely before. All which, well weighed, might 
be ſufficient to provoke an utter Hatred of it. 


Tuus far you have heard of thoſe ſeveral Duties 
required in the ſpiritual Exerciſe of Faſting, all 
which concern our Humiliation ; with the —_ 
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and Motives thereunto. But farther, In a true 
ſpiritual Faſt, there muſt be Faſting from Sin, or 
_ the Forſaking of all our Sins: For whilſt we ab- 
ftain from lawful Things, we are admoniſhed much 
more to abſtain from all Things that are unlawful, 
at all Tunes. If we abſtain from Meats and Drinks, 
which at other Times we may uſe, we ought eſpe- 
cially to renounce all our Sins, which ſhould never 
be uſed. He that faſts from Meat, and abftains 
not from Sin, is like the Devil and the Spirits of 
Darknefs, which neither eat nor drink, and yet do 
Nothing elſe but diſhonour Gop ; and fo the Faſt 
of Drunkards, Whoremongers, and whoſoever lives 
in any known Sin, is no better then a deviliſh 
Faſt. Therefore yerſhall ever find it the Practice 
of the Faithful, that at their Faſts, immediately they 
reformed thoſe Sins for which they mourned. 


hs | 
LiKEw1sE the Vi eld and Prayer muſt be added. 


We find the Wood preached and read at ſuch 
Times, Nebe. ix. i they read in the Book of the 
Law one fourth Hart of the Day, and 1 
with their Readi 2 they expounded the Word, 
Nebs. viii. 8. So w always find in Holy Scripture, 


/ that Faſting is joiſſec with Prayer, as in the fore- 
© named Places. e 


Now 'foraſmuch as Prayer is a daily and ordi- 
nary Exerciſe of Pops Children, it is manifeſt, 
that by Prayer thaſſ is coupled with Faſting, is un- 
derſtood a ſpecial Kind of Prayer, wherein two 
Things are requiſiſt; 1. Fervency of Deſire; I his 
indeed is required ways in our Prayers, but eſ- 
pecially upon ſuch Pays of Humiliation: For then 
we muſt not only pray, but cry unto the Loks, 
Joel i. 14. whereb ( vehement Prayer is ſignified; 
yea, as the N;ivithy ſpeak, Fon. iii. 2. Mie are tt 
cry mightily unto. 18 For the Uſe of 3 
LS b- 
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Abſtinence is but the Wing of Prayer, wherewith 
it might more eaſily fly up to Heaven. And, 2. in 
ſuch a Prayer, there ſhould be an Aſſurance of 
Faith, that we ſhall obtain our Requeſt; the Lord 
having made a gracious Promiſe in many Places to 
this Ordinance, eel ii. 18, 19. 2 Chron. vii. 14. 
Laa. lviii. 8, 1 3. And let all the Faſts of the Church- 
es of Gop and godly Men recounted in Scripture, 
both in the Old and New "Teſtament be looked 
into, and it ſhall be ſeen that the End of their Faſt 
was a Feaſt; and the Iſſue of their Mourning great 
Rejoicing. | 


AND moreover, Works of Mercy muſt be 
added in this Cafe. It not this the Faſt that I have 
choſen, to looſe the Bands of Wickedneſs, to deal thy 
Bread unto the Hungry, to bring the Poor that are 
caſt out, into thy Houſe, and when thou ſeeft the Na- 
hed to cover them? Ifai. lviii. 6, 7. Ina Word then, 
both in our publick and private Faſts, this muſt al- 
ways be obſerved, that the Poor may have the Gain 
of our Faſting, and not our own Purſes: if their 
Loins and Bowels ſhall bleſs us, as Iſaiab ſpeaks, 


the LoRD will alſe bleſs us abundantly. 


YET farther we muſt ever in theſe Days of Hu- 
miliation, after we have humbled our Souls before 
the Lok, renew our Covenant with Him; and 
not only unfeignedly purpoſe, but: faithfully -pro- 
miſe Amendment, in performing the Duties we 
heretofore have omitted, and eſchewing thoſe Sins 
we heretofore uſed to commit: To make a ſure 
Covenant with our Gop, to part with all Sin, and 
to cleave to Him forever. And when you have 
enter d into, or renewed this Covenant, take Heed 
of breaking of it. To this Purpoſe it may be ne- 
cellary for the better Settling of our Reſolution, to 
bind ourſelves by a folemn Vow, as the Jeu did, 


che. 
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Nehe. ix. They made a ' e Covenant, and put their 
Seals to it; and the Subſſance and Manner of their 
Covenant is ſet down, Webe. x. 29. They enter'd 
into a Curſe and into ah Oath to walk in God's 
Law, and to obſerve hd do all his Command- 
ments. The Neceſſity pr this unfeigned Purpoſe 
required in this Exerciſſ is evident, becauſe with- 
out it we remain in © Impenitency, and being 
impenitent Sinners, the [Lok will not hear us. 
Beſides, our Hearts are 


| exceeding fickle, and all 

. 
y 1 good 

Behaviour by ſolemn Vs and Reſolutions. 


LasTLy, when all t hs is done, we mult take 
Heed above = Things q yi Pride ond Reſt- 
ing in the Performancy. It was the of the 
—5 Phariſee, and it alſo of the Pafifts at this 

y, who will needs 


#rcit Heaven by ſuch Exer- 
cifes as theſe. If the Devil can but prevail to 
make thee ſelf-conceite j with thine Enlargements, 
and to truſt that Servi chou haſt done, he will de- 
1. and Bleflings of thy 
umiliation. Labour | herefore as much as pol- 
ſibly thou canſt, to humble thyſelf with a thorough 
View of thy Failings ii the beſt of thy Performan- 
ces; and the Confideraſion of the Fountain of ot 
thy Enlargements, wich is not any Ability 
thine own, but the ge » Spirit of Goo. breathing 
where, and when it liſteth, and letting out thy 
ſtraight Heart, which herwiſe would utter! 
ſhut up. Therefore t Him have the Glory of 
thy Abilities and Enlaqgements, who hath given 
thee his Grace, and hafh ſaid, That He will not 
give his Glory to another. When thou haſt done 
all that is commanded | (of which thou comeſt in- 
finitely ſhort) thou art | il] an unprofitable Servant. 
Let therefore (I repeat the Admonition) the (c- 
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rious Conſideration of the numberleſs Imperfecti- 
ons, F _ and Diſtractions, that attend thy beſt 
Actions, eſpecially Duties of a long Continuance, 
pluck the Plumes of all ſpiritual Pride: For they 
are enough to make the Heart of a true Chriſtian 
fink in his Boſom, were it not that the Promiſes of 
(GoD to accept his ſincere, tho* weak Performan- 
ces, did encourage and ſupport him. 
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O PRESTON, the 800 of | Themas 
and Alice Preſton, was born at Heyford; in 
Northamptonſhire. He was baptized, October 
27, 1589, but was deſcended: from ara of 


the Pre/tons, of Preſton in Lancaſhire. 


His Mother's Maiden Name was Mark but 
ſhe had an Uncle, whoſe Name was Creſiuel, a 


Man of Means and Eſteem in N on, 
where he had been ſeveral Times 1 or. 
Uncle being rich, and having n ild, was 


* m ave+ ann ce HS \ 
| was young unto himſelf, and ſent him to the Free- | 
School in Northampton; and when he. had been 
there ſome Lime, his Uncle was perſwaded to re- 
move him into Bedfordſdire, unto one Mr. Gue/t, 
v bo was accounted a better Teacher of the Greet 
Tongue; from whence, after he had UN” + 
Studies 
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| Studies in the Greet he was Pe" 
and admitted of King &- College, in 16 >,” 


Two Years after | e was perſwaded to remove 
to Duecen's-Cellege, wi here he was under the Tui- 
tion of Mr. Oliver H 4 one of the Fellows of 


that Houſe, a v Larned Man, and a careful 
Tutor, by whoſe 


fections he grew in Know- 
ledgey and improv d greatly ig his Studies. He 
looked and acquainted ſit 
hat had Delis to be ies, ob Agents 
in Princes Courts. | e thought it below him to 


be a 1 and afcordingly got in with a Mer. 
chant, b whoſe Meins he procured that he ſhould 


live in Paris, and Warn the Language and Garb 
of France; and an her Gentleman, in Recom- 
pence, ſhould be reſeived and entertained in es. 
don, to learn our Girb and Language. Mr. Cre. 
wel, of Northamptonj was by this ime dead, and 
had bequeathed ce fain Lands in that Town to 
him. Theſe Lands| e ſold, and put himſelf inito 
A Poſture fit for tha Deſign; but here he begar\to 
find, that he ſhouldſſhave ſaid: If the LORD with 
# ſhall live and do th js or that, Jam. iv. 15. for the 
| Merchant died t we the Exchange could be ac 
| compliſhed; and 6 thele _djopming Here died 
with bim 


Hi was of an able | Kira Conſtitution, 40 brow, 
comely Viſage, wil a vigorous and vivid Eye; 
but ſomewhat inclirng to Melancholy; which now 
began to be a little diſcovered in him. For being 
diſappointed in his Deſign, he diſcouraged, 


== 


o 
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and retired. His Benius now ted him to natural 
Philoſophy, wherein n he reſolved to leave no Secret 
unattempted. Ariſſſtie was his Tutelary Saint. No 


Path in all his Phyſics or Mete- 


perfect in itz 1 
and 


dark untrodden F 
phyſicks, but he 1 


| 
| 


| 
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and devoted was he, that he ſeldom or never could 
be ſeen Abroad, to the Wonder of his former 
Companions; | ſo. that no Time paſſed idle; not 
that between the Ringing and Tolling of the Bell 
to Meals; and for his Sleep, he made it ſhort. And 


whereas notwithſtanding all Endeavours, there was 


one in the College that would always be up before 
him, he would let the Bed-Cloaths hang down, 
that in the Night they might fall off, and fo the 
Cold awaken him; infomuch, that his Tutor was 
conſtrained to tell him, As there might be Intem- 
perance in Meats and Drinks, fo alſo there might 
be in Studies. But the Evil of it, as yet, he felt 
not; the Sweet and Good he did; came off with 
Honour and Applauſe in all his Acts; and was ad- 
mired in the Regent Houſe, when he fat for his 
Degree, both by the Peſers, and all the Maſters 
that examin'd him, and from that Time much ob- 
ſerved throughout the Univerſity. 


. ' ABouT this Time his Tutor was called to the 
Rectory of Sutton in Bedfordſhire, and Dr. Potter, 
another of the Fellows, me his Tutor, a very 
learned Man, and great Philoſopher, who never 
went to diſſwade him from his Studies, but gave 
him all Aſſiſtance and Encouragement. ' Soon after 
he was choſen Fellow, by the unanimous Conſent 
of the Maſter and Fellows; and his Tutor, Dr. 
Potter, brought him Word of it, as he was at 
Study, not thinking any Thing, and told him: 
That he muſt come down into the Chapel preſently 
to be admitted; accordingly he was admitted Fel- 
low of Dueen's-College, in the Year 160, five Years 
ater his firſt Admiſſion into the Univerſity. _ - 

Hs was by this Time grown a Maſter in Phi- 
lofophy, and had met with Few that were able to 
encounter him, and therefore now reſolved to goano- 
ther While to School to Fhppocrates and . 
2 5 @ 


| 
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| 
He had a very penet ting Wit, and exact ſolid 


Judgm gment, to conjecty at Effects in Cauſes ; and 
ing ſkilful in Philifophy before, ſoon made the 
Theory his own. Butſbecauſe the Life and Vigour 

of a Science is in che ractice, he reſolves to make 
Enquiry aſter that: $ he retired unto a Friend of 
his in Kent, who wa * very famous for his Practice, 
where he earneſtly ſtudied the Art of knowing 
Simples, and compoy ding Medicines. And ever 
after, when any of hi Pupils were ill, tho? he ſent 
them unto Phyle icians, vet himſelf peruſed, and ma- 
ny Times corrected 


7 eir Freſeriptions. 


| allay his eager hd unſatis- 
; fied Appetite and Apþrehenfion with 12 one Art: 
Hence he thought ö could not de a 
ſician, that could fjot read the A. woe of be 
Herbs and Plants in | Stars and Planets, and there- 
fore acquaints himſeff with Ptolemy, and other Au- 
thors in Aftrology, af jd other curious Arts and Cel- 
culations, as they arg called, Als xix. 19. that he 
might be able to ſtuſſy, not only Books, but Men; 
and to read Men' | ortunes in the heavenly Bo- 
= but he could hot read his own: For as he 
was in theſe celeſtid Contemplations, it fell: out, 
that Mr. Cotton, t Fn Fellow of Emmanuel-Cellege, 
preached in St. May ſys where Mr. Preflon hearing 
him, was ſet abou [: another Exerciſe, conſtrained 
from his Contemplgtions in Aroligy, to look into 
himſelf. This Sert on bereaved, him of two be- 
loved Notions; Ofje was his low Opinion of the 
Miniſtry and Prod Jing; for he ſaw an over-ruling 
Gravity and Maje ſty in chat Sermon, that he 
thought had not ben in Pulpits: Another was 
/ his great Opinion of State-Employments'; for theſe 
were © higher Thing 3 that now wefe offered to him; 
Concernments of | nal Influence, which nothing 
\ ene im WE SL os 
| Ms. 


| 


Ir was not eaſy | 
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M. Preſton after this, wanted Eaſe; and, when 


he could not find it in his other Books, begins a 
little to look into the Bible: In the Proſecution 


of his Study in Phils/ophy,” he found many of the 


Schoolmen quoted; and fo was willing to lock a 
little into them; and finding thoſe he light on, 
Pithy and Sententious, went on. It 


gave him 
Eaſe, that he was now a Student in Divinity, and 
had left Albumaſar and Guido, and ſuch high-flown 
Speculations; yet it pleaſed him to find his Maſter 
Ariftatle ſo often quoted, and in ſuch Requeſt a- 
mong them; and he thought if that were to be a 
Preacher, he might adventure well h upe 
it, and ſo was drawn on very far in the Study of 
the School-Divines. I have heard him ſay, There 
was nothing that ever Scotus or Occham wrote, but 
he had weighed and examin'd. He continued long- 
er in Aquinas, whoſe Sums he would ſometimes 
read as the Barber cut his Hair, and when it fell 
en the Place he read, he would not lay down his 
Book, but blow it off; and in this Tune he con- 
tinued, until a Rumour came into the Univerſity, 
that the King would ſhortly come to viſit them. * 


Ds. Harſnet, Maſter of Pembrole- Hall, was 
then Vice-Chancellor, a prudent, well-adviſed Go- 
vernor; who knowing well the critical and able 
Apprehenſion of the King, was very careful and ſol- 
licitous to pitch upon theableſt in every Faculty, for 
Actors in that ſolemn Entertainment; and himſelf 
made Choice of Mr. Proton, to anſwer the Philo- 
ſophy Act. The King commended all the Ar- 
tors; but above all, Mr. Preflon- Many of the 
Great Ones did the fame: And Sir Full Grevill, 
aſterward Lord Brot, after many Demonſtrations 
of his real Love, ſettled at laſt a Stipend on him uf 
Fifty Pounds a Ycar, and was his Friend unto 
his Hour, | 

Hrs 
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His Reputation nov continually increaſed, fo 
that he was accounted | he only Tutor; and being 


careſul to read unto ſis Pupils, and direct their 
Studies, he found hit ſelf abridged of his own 
Time, -and was conſtiſ ined to take up the Lime 
that ſhould have been peſtowed on his Body. He 


rew acquainted now with many eminent Mini- 
grow as Mr. Dad,, and Mr. Hilderſbam, who would 


8 


come often to his Ch mber, and he would 
them many Times to go to Prayer with his Pupi 
a Boldneſs not adventhred on by any other: But 
by theſe Labours, his able Body was debilitated. 

reat Orator that ſaid : þ At firſt I would 
nor plead. ut aſe T chad nos” Mr. Preſton in 
his Youth would not ſleep: Now he could not, 
but about Midnight ſtill awoke, and ſlept no 
more; whereby in Time his Body languiſhed, and 
could not anſwer as | former Times. 


| 
IT was not long beſpre it came to Mr. Preflon's 


Courſe to be Dean aft . Catechiſt, 1 une 
ſolved to improve, byſ going thro” a y of Di- 
vinity, that he might 1s a Guide unto the Scholars 
in their Studies in Di Jinity. This being known, 
and ſome honeſt Tov | 2 5 him at firſt 
by Chance, there cam next v 

to hear him, and the rj xt Day more, "both To _ 
men and Scholars fronj other Colleges, ſo that the 
outward Chapel would be often full before the Fel- 
lows came. Comp laj t was made to- the Vice- 
Chancellor of this. ſuſual * of Catechizing, 
It was aſſured, that |; ot only the Townſmen and 
.Scholars min led, but] other intruded alſo, 
that the Fellows, for the Crowd, could not get 
through, and come t their Gy in the Chapel; 


that it was not ſafe iq a: be thus doted 
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on, unleſs they had a Mind to cry up ee 
dar — in a ſhort Lime pull them down. 
3. M1162 oc d ase e . Its 144 
ad Ortler was on in ehe C and 
ſent undo ch that the Scholars and .T ownf- 
men ſhould be confined to their proper Preachers; 
that no Stranger, neither Townſman nor Scholar, 
como unto theſe: Lectures, that 
were proper only ſor the Members of the 
The Edia was obſerved punctually, and the Audi- 
ey oye much impaired. Had Strangers ſtill been 
to attend, thoſe Sermons had. been printed; 
for there-were divers that noted, and wrote 
out all fair, unto the Time of this Reſtraint; but 
no one aſter that could go on with it, and ſo ĩt reſts. 
But he went —— men, a pt Year's 
End, which was a great -of his 
Pupils, who made ade th gre 
becauſe they 
4 tat :36 5 — 42 S & 1: 0884 ** e + 
beben that Timethe LefureatThikig: Ours 
d Sermons at St. Andrews were "Mere, which 
and the Scholars all confined to St. which 


a 21 


occaſion'd- Mr. Preſton to read Divinity to his Pu- 
pils on the Loxp's at Three o in the 
Afternoon, which he alſo often did upon the Week 


Days; but the Townſmen and the Scholars of other 
eges, that had taſted of his Spirit in tha Chap- 
pel, yo prayd th that he would do it where they might 
| belongs unto Yuecen's and 
is uſually * del by en by one of that Houſe 3 there he 
was willing to make a Trial, and reſolved the next 
Lory's Day to preach at Three o'Clock, after St. 
Marys Sermon ſhould be ended ; which tho'- but 
very little known, occaſioned ſuch a Throng and 
Crowd, as was incredible 1 44 
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- THrEKE dwelt fn the Pariſh one Dr. Neu- 
comb, a Civilian, and to the Chancel- 
lor of Ely, who being in the Church, and ſeei 

theCrowd, command f that Eveni ng-Prayer thou ſhould 
de read, and no zrmþn "5 The Miniſter 
intreated that for thi „Time Mr. Profle might 
preach; fo did the E: i of Lincoln and others in the 
Church: But he was | oute; and becauſe be-wou'd 
not be further importyned, went away with all his 
Family, and left in þ 60 determine.ns Seat Peril 
what |: 50, upon Advice, it was 
conclud 1 ſhould go on; and Mr. 


would e 
that the 8 
Preſton preached  upay 2 Pet. iii. 17, 18. There 


: 


was fo much Time ger in Debates about it, be- 
fore the Commiſſary ſe the Congregation, that it 
was toa late to do bai — — 
tured, for that Timey to forbear Common-Pra 
that ſo the Scholars ight depart, and be at ( 
A rayers. But this inſtructed Dr. Newcomb in 
has C Complne "AM burt was then near at hand, 

tet. Thither the Commi 


gymen, 

in Heart, and would quickly 
onformiſt, and was ſo follow- 
that unleſs ſome ſpeedy Courle 

1 * ht ſee their Power 
trodden under Foc them, Gentleneß 
Was not the Way, ff | he was cunni „and would 


n wel e not throughly calt with. 
— for Mr, Preſton ; but 


y 
Ege, 


ed in the Univerſity, 
were taken with hin 


— was no 


the Doctor being in his own Cauſe, 

juſt. The Purits [began to be conſiderable, and 
they doubted he might come in Time to head them. 
It's a Security |ko a Man to be deſpiſed: But 


David, that hath a Party following him, muſt have 
an Army to attend þ The King was _ 


rr 
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ed with this Complaint, and aſſured, That Mr. 


Preflon had as ſtrong an Influence into the Puri- 
tans, as the Principal of the Jeſuites had upon them, 
and therefore it behoved him to conſider what to 
do. A Word was enough to a jealous King, who 


immediatel red, Whether the Bi 
im r iſhop 


3 and 
Juriſdiction extended unto Members 

of a College, and finally concluded to proceed a- 
gainſt him, by the Power of the Univerſity.” : 
A LETTER was then framed to Dr. Scot; Ma- 
ſter of Clare-Hall, Vice-Chancellor at that Time, 
and to the Heads, to call Mr. Pre/ten before them, 
to give a ſtrict Account of that Diſobedience to 
the Commiſſary. He anſwered mildly, That he 
was not guilty ;. referr'd himſelf unto the Audi- 
tory, that Evening Prayer was omitted, becauſe 
the Scholars — depart in due Time; (ſeeing the 
Time allotted for it, was ſpent in treating wit the 
Commiſſary,) not out of any Diſreſpe& unto the 
— which he himſelf 2 y attend at o- 

imes. They told him: were en 

to ſupport, by all juſt Means, — ant 
diction: That the King had honoured him, in 
leaving that Affront to be examined by his proper 
Judges, and that except he could take off the 
Court, they muſt proceed to a ſevere Cenſure.” 
Ms. Preſton was not altogether a" at 
the Carts ns he came to New-market, he 
found that Biſhop Andrews, then Biſhop of Zh, 
was Chief, and that his Juriſdiction in the Com- 
miſſary, was it that was pretended to be affronted, 
therefore he applied himſelf to him, and told him, 
That he did not purpoſe to offend, but being en- 
daged to preach at that Time, could not with Ho- 
nour diſappoint the Auditory; if he ſuſpected bim 
lor any Thing, deſired he would examine > 


7 
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ſatisfy himſelf. Tu Biſhop told, him, the King 


was told he was an Enemy to. Forms of Prayer, 
and held no Prayer awful but extemporary : nd 
therefore _oing 20P K* he. Judgment — Opi- 
nion might do Hurt . Preſton anſwered, that 
it was a Slander, fo he thought Set Forms lawful, 
and refuſed not on fall Occaſions to be preſent at 
the College Prayers, hnd when it his Turn, to 
read them. 'The jiſhop anſwered, that he was 
glad, and would infprm the King, and do him all 
the Good be could and bad him (wait a While, 
and then repair agaih to him; and fo. Time paſſed 
„and there was pading done. But Dr, Young, 
can of Hincheſter told Mr. Preſton plainly, that 
Biſhop Andrews wap his 8 
though he gave good Words, yet aſſured the 
King, that if Mr. Freſton was not expelP'd:the U- 
niverity, Lord Biſhpps would not long continue: 
Only becauſe Mr. Ay gon was accounted a learned 


Man, he was hot Pilling to appear [againſt him; 


but deſired the Pühiſment might” be infßliéted, 
where the Fact wag done, and that was in the U- 
niverſity. — , ,, 


1 + A 2 t 2 
Mx. Preſan fa now, chat the Biſhop Was 4 


Courtier, and couſd give Wonen where, Deeds 
were not intended, and therefore went again unto 


the Biſhop, and told him plainly, That he or none 
muſt put a Period b his Attendance; and that ei- 
ther he would ſpea unto the King in his Behall 
or tell him plainly,|that he would not. The Bi- 
ſhop pauſed a While, and at laſt bad him come 
Gich a Time agaifſ, and he would deal with the 


th So he went ent to 1 King, and told bim chat how- 


yet he doubt: 


ever Mr. Preſton w 
him; for be youl 


ed it would not be 


very | 


_ 


| 
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be abſolved in the Opinions of Men, and applaud- 
ed as their r: And therefore he thought it 
would be better to enjoin him to declare his Judg- 
ment about Forms of Prayer; for that would be 
accounted a Recantation, and would weaken his 
Reputation with the Puritans. Accordingly an 
Order was ſent to the . that Mr. 
Preſton ſhould in Botolph's Church declare his 
Judgment, concerning — of Prayer, upon a 
certain & | 


Berore he could come Home, the News was 
all about the Town, that Mr. Pre/ion was to 
preach a Recantation Sermon at Botoiph's Church 

on ſuch a-Day. On that Day there was a very 
— Aſſembly, though he did all he could to have 
concealed it. So he went on upon his former 
Text, and preached a very profitable Sermon, con- 
a Growing in Grace, and directed Prayer, 
a ſpecial Means to make Men grow in Grace. 
Now that (he ſaid) was of two Sorts, either that 
which was extem ; or ſet and preſcribed before. 
And whereas ſome ght this was to ſtint the 
Spirit, he ſaid, there was a Liberty to uſe conceiv- 
ed Prayer at other Times, wherein the Spirit might 
enlarge itſelf. They that came to laugh, had ng 

t 7 to do it, for this P was 
loſe; and the Sermon all along 


Home, not Th ont ſome Prints of Good upon 
their Spirits. Indifferent Hearers praiſed all, and 
were confirmed in a Opinion of the Preacher. 
Good Men were glad he came fo well off, and was 


it Liberty. to preach. again. 


King. James had always ſomething i in his Writ- 
ugs and againſt the Puritans, which was 
Ul taken, for that it was apparent, thoſe meant 

Vor. IX. 8 thereby 
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thereby, were conſcie x 3 Perſons. The Houſe 
- Commons was the lonly Mote in King Fames's 
e, the Remora, (ag he conceived) unto his ab- 
A Dominion; forſhe knew not how to 
them, as he did the Tawyers and Divines; but if 
he ſtopped one Mout | with Preferment this Parli- 
ament, there would|| be others open the next. 
There were ſome now that adventured to apologize 
for Puritans, and to ay in Parliament, That ho- 
neſt Men were wounded under that Name; and to 
propoſe, that godly f niſters might not be ſilenc'd, 
and thrown out of t Fir Free holds for T rifles and 
Ceremonies. But Kin g James would not bear this; 
but broke up the Parlament, and ſet out Proclama- 


Tut Chaplains tl attended monthly at the 
Court, were not amb ious of preachin To often; 
and fo a Combinatic was agreed on he Preachers 
before the King, whenever he ſhould lie within 12 
Miles of Cambridge. | By this Means it came to 
Mr. * 5 Turn to preach before the King at 
He could lot decline it; for that would 
— him unſo too much Obſervation; and 
yet he feared what hight befall lin in is Doing 
of it. 


| 
Warn 2 was N pinks it fel dur upd 
Courſe came upon | T ueſaay. The Court was very 1 
thin, and the Prinze and Duke of Buckinghain 4 
were both abroad, 4 nd the King himſelf was for an 
Hunting-Match tha — ay, and gave Order that the 
Sermon ſhould begip at eight o Clock. Mr. Pre- 
Nen had ſome at the Court, that were ſollicitous as 
well as he, and they told him it would give very 
great Content, if he would take Occaſion in the 
Sermon, to ſhew 97 as he had done be- 
| 


fore about ſet Fo Mr. Young, Dean — 


7 
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cheer, (of whom we ſpake before) did then attend, 


and when the King came in, he told him .who it 
. that was to * and ſaid, He hoped he would 
— — Gon be do, ſaid the King. 
The — aha i. 16. which be fo clearly o- 
pened and applied, that the King ſat all the while 
as quiet as could be, and never ſtirred nor ſpake to 
any Led. Wien zur Pre Looks diſcovered he was 
hen Mr. Preſton had done, he came to the 
„as tis uſual, to kiſs his Hand; and the King 
aſke "him of what Preffon he was deſcended, he 
anſwered of that in Lancaſhire: Then ſaid the King, 
you have many of your Name and Kindred v 
eminent; and Prof 2 the Prieft, ee i 
_- very learned 


Gunar Haſte was made to bring in Dinner, and 
an King was very 3 _ the Vr ; Rr _ 
ye contin upon Mr. an e 0 
divers rr by the Sermon — much Content. 
As ſoon as ever he was retired, the Marquiſs of Ha- 
milton kneeled down, and beſought him, that he 
might commend the Preacher to him for his Chap- 
lain, proteſted he did not fo much as know him, 
but that he was moved by the Weight and Stren 
of that he had'deliv\ed : told him, he ſpoke no Pen 
and Ink-Horn: Language, but as one that compre - 
hended what he ſaid, and that he could not but 
have Subſtance and Matter in him. The King ac- 

knowledged * n 3 12 
3820" (WOT 9172 | | 

Tart were * 8 at:Court, and 
no Oppoſition; yet the King himſelf hung back: He 
was not — to the Puritans, and fo deſir- 
ed not in that to engage him; but he 
deſired to deprive them of Mr. Pre/ion and to divide 
him from them. With this r 
r 02 M2009 www 3-8 2 4 O 
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receiv'd and admitted|Chaplain in Ordinary to the 
Prince. 


.  ABovuT this Time Dr. Dunn, Preacher at Lin- 
coln's-Inn died, and me in that Society propoſed 
Mr. Prefton for the Place. It ſuited with him, to 


have an Opportunity to exerciſe his Miniſtry in 
a conſiderable and intflligent Co gation, where 
he was aflured, man) Parliament „and others 
of his beſt Acquaintahce would be his Hearers; ſo 
he conſented and un- [crtook the Place. The Cha- 
pel then was very littfe, and at firſt, the Numbers 
that attended on his|Miniſtry, beſides their own 
Society, were few; | but when the Chapel was 
new-built, the Numhers were exceeding great that 
were his conſtant 3 rers, and ſuch ne 
were laid, as will no eaſily be ruined. 


Tuts was ene 1 aſe unto his Mind, at ns 
grieved_for Dr. Dapenant's leaving , 
and Univerſity; but — not or hi 
and large ire of Cont 
gave over, in his T — — mr not the > hy 
ſity, where his Preathing made great Impreſſions. 


And tho” at Lincs i — he had Gown-men to 
hear his Doctrine; 0e not likely to pro- 
pagate and ſpread it] 4 Bacher in the Univer- 
ſity Beg and tranſmits unto Poſterity, 
what Go is pleaſed to reveal to him. And he 
—— Spouſe, the 
Service, might we with the Spouſe, 

be was ſici of Love, | ö "ws | my 


- SOME of the Fellßhws of E were 
very.eminent for PJ s and Learning, yet clouded 
by an Opinion that | y upon the Col ne hey 


were Puritans; that is, not only godly and _-_ 


for ſo ere, and were content to be 
gious, (for Las — 


,, des rd Sr 


ER 7 6-0 
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eltcemed) but Non-conformiſts, and averſe to Go- 
vernment; they thought therefore, if they could 
prevail with Dr. Chaderton, their preſent Maſter, to 


Lars. they might perhaps: mw that Mr. Preſton 


might ſucceed ons and b into 
Reputation, bei we Mas, 5 yet a Cour- 
tier, the Prince's Cha gracious with 


the Duke of Buckingham, Bur the 10 204 D Doctor was 
exceeding wary and backward herein, till he re- 
e the following * from the Duke of Buck- 
= 


= ; 


Have moved his Ag concerning Mr. Pre- 
ſton's ſucceeding of you, in the Mafterhi of Em- 
manuel- College, iu, not ouly- willing , but 


olſe graciouſly pleaſed to recommend him to the Place 


in eſpecial Manner before any ether; ſo that in mas- 


ing this Way for bim, you Hall do @ very acceptable 


Theng to bis Majeſty ; as aiſo to the Prizes his Ma- 


fer; of which I am likewiſe to grve you Netice: Arid 


to. put you out of all Doubt, that anather be 
4 —— you Hall not nr ar og on Thing, 
gard that from his Majefly there will Ds — 
Hinderance ta his Succeſſion ; _ for that Point o 
Supply of Maintenance, 1 þ 1 fhall (as I promiſed) ta 
Care for to procure it, when fit Occaſion all be of- 


fame 252 I reſt, 


zer Ae 
Your very Joving Friend, | 
G. BuCcKINGHAM, 


= 
\ | 4 ”. - 
Man. 
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210 The Lift of Dr. PRESTON. 
' _ THovGH thq Statute ordain a Vacancy of ſeven 

Days, and Notife by a Schedule paſſed upon the 
Chapel-Door, yt ſuch was the uniform Agreement 
of all the Felld s, that it was not diſcover'd to 
any of the Sc blars until the Day of Election. 
And becauſe thefe is a Sacrament to be immediately 


before it, they vere conſtrained to lock up all the 
Gates, that nose might come in, or go out, till 


it was paſt; and then two of the Fellows were diſ- 


patch'd to ues 's-College, to acquaint Mr. Pre- 
ton with what they had done; and to deſire, that 
at Two o'Clock| he would repair unto the College 
to be admitted, and undertake the Charge. 


Tuts was ſtrange News at Queen's. And there 
4 gs an Order given preſently, That all the Scho- 


© larXſhould be ready againſt Two o'Clock that 


Day, W attend Mr. Pre/ton, and the Fellows, to 
Emmanu -College, in Habits ſuitable unto their 
ſeveral Qualities, which was done accordingly ; 
and a very great Company attended him, from 
Queen's to Emmanuel, where they were cheerfully 
received, and entertained according to the Cuſtom ; 
and then returned to Queen's, but left Mr. Preſton, 
the Prop and Glory of it, at Emmanuel. 


T'rnis News ran ſwiftly all the Kingdom over, 
and was received as Men were affected. Good 
Men were glad that honeſt Men were not abhor- 
red, as they had been at the Court. The Cour- 


tiers madè full Account that he was theirs, and 


would mount up from one Step to another, until 
he were a Prelate; eſpecially the Duke of Bucking- 
ham, who from this Time ſeemed ſincerely to af- 
fect him. The Karl of Penbrehe, and the Coun- 
teſs of Bedford, had-a-great Intereſt in him, and 
he in them; and all Men looked on him as upon 
a riſing Man, and reſpected him accordingly. oh 

for 
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for the Members of Lincoln's-Inn, they reckon'd 
that by their Means eſpecially he roſe to this Ho- 
nour, as having firſt expreſs d their good Opinion 
of him, and took Occaſion to expreſs it, accord- 
ing to their ſeveral Diſpoſitions and Relations, when 


he came to them in the Term, which ſhortly fol- 
lowed. | 


ABourT this Time, Sir Arthur Chiche/ter was 
choſen to go Ambaſſador into Germany, about the 
Palatinate Affairs, and Mr. Preſton was, by the 
Duke of Buckingham, and other Friends, delign'd 
to go along with him. He did not greatly fancy the 
Employment, but would not contradi&t; only it 
was conſider'd, that tho' he was the Prince's Chap- 
lain, and Maſter of a College, yet he was not 
Doctor, which they thought might ſound ill A- 
broad; therefore a Mandate was addreſs'd to the 
Vice-Chancellor and Heads, that foraſmuch as Mr. 
Preflon was to wait upon my Lord Ambaſſador, 
and could not in ſo ſhort Time perform his Acts, 
he ſhould be forthwith admitted Doctor in Divi- 
nity, that he might be ready to attend the Service; 
which was done accordingly with all Alacrity. 
But the Voyage came to nothing; for Sir Arthur 
did not go, as he intended, 

IT was ever his Ambition, not to be mercenary 
in the Miniſtry, but to preach where he might do 
moſt Good, without Reſpect to the Wages; and 
he conſider'd that the Maſter of Emmanuel could 
have no Living, that had Cure of Souls annexed, 
and therefore was willing to give Ear unto the Sol- 
licitations of the Townſmen, who greatly preſt 
him to be their Lecturer at Trinity-Church. After 
much Oppoſition, he was confirmed Lecturer 
there, where he preached all his Time after, and 
did much Good. 3 EN | 

We DEATH 
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DE Ar H knocks alike at Palaces, as at the 
meaneſt Cottages; for on March 27, 1625, the 
Lokp's-Day, about Ten O'Clock in the Morn- 
ing, King James died at Theobald's. He was much 
beloved of his Servants, as well as of his Children, 
and was greatly lamented of both. Indeed it was 
a very mournful Morning. Dr. Pre/ton then attend- 
ed in his Month, and was ſometimes haſten'd to the 
Prince, to comfort him; and ſometimes to the 
Duke; for they were both of them retired, and 
wept bitterly. But Sir Edward Conway, and ſome 
of the Lords, proclaim'd Charles Stuart King; and 
Haſte was made to London. The Prince and Duke, 
and Dr. Preſton, in Coaches ſhut down, haſten'd to 
Whitehall, and there he was proclaim'd again, with 
much Solemnity, and great Rejoicing of the 
People. | 


Nor long after, the Duke refolved to drop Dr. 
 Preflon. The Doctor was too knowing, not to 
ſee this afar off; and had accordingly provided a 
Succeſſion of Reſerves, wherein to hide himſelf. 
The firſt and ſureſt was his Conſcience, 2 Cor. 1, 12. 

This is our Rejoicing, the Teſtimony of our Conſcience, 
that in Simplicity and godly Sincerity, not with fieſhly 


Wiſdom, but by the Grace of Gop, we have had our | 


Converſation in the World. An undeniable Argu- 
ment whereof was, that he never ſued for the leaſt 
Preferment; but ſtudied, and often conſulted, how 
without breaking, he might avoid them. 


AND though he lived like himſelf, and gave Re- 
lief to others, yet it was ever of his own. And 
indeed, he was a Man of very much Communion 
and ſweet Society with Gon; prayed much in pri- 
vate, and by himſelf, beſides as Tutor with his Pu- 
pils, and after, as Maſter of his F amily. Whatever 
Weakneſs he was in, or Buſineſs did N he 
; ept 
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kept many private Days of Faſting by himſelf, e- 
ſpecially before the Sacraments and Sabbath-Days; 
and accordingly enjoyed a conſtant Clearneſs and 
Aſſurance of his Juſtification, and Intereſt in the 
Blood of Chri/t; even then, when Frailties and In- 
firmities did moſt of all afflict him. He never (that 
I know) was troubled or perplexed about Adop- 
tion, though very often about the ImperfeCtion of 
his Graces; ſo that he ſtudied moſt exactly the Trea- 
tiſe of the Saints Infirmities; and there is nothing 
in all his Works, that may more properly becalled 
his. | | * 


Hrs next Retreat was to Lincoln's-Inn. For there 
was a Reſolution in ſome of the Fellows, to petition 
the Duke, who was now Chancellor of the Uni- 
verſity, to annul the Statute of Continuance or 
Commoration in the College; yet he conceived the 
Lawyers would pretend a Kind of Freedom and 
Exemption. For he ſaw, when Dr. Sibs was 
outed, both of Fellowſhip and Lecture in the Uni- 
verſity, yet he was received and retained at Gray s- 
Inn unto his Death; therefore he would in no Sort 
leave his Title unto, and Intereſt in Lincolu's- Inn, 
but reſerved it in his Power unto his dying Day. 


Bur he knew Kings had long Hands, and that 
the Duke's were nothing ſhorter ; therefore he pon- 
dered of removing farther off, if need were. And 
having weighed all Retreats, reſolved upon Baſil, 
in the Szwitzers Country; and determined, incaſe he 
could not be free in England, to ſettle there, and 
ſpend the Reſidue of his Days in writing what he 
was not ſuffered to preach, or had not publiſhed 
according to his Mind. 


He was — affable and courteous unto 


Strangers of any Country, and by converſing 1 
e wi 
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with them, endeavoured to preſerve his Knowledge 
in the French and Italian Languages. After he had 
thus reſolved upon Baſil, he was very friendly to 
all the Germans, that were diſperſed from ſeveral 
Univerſities, eſpecially from the Palatinate; for 
whom he procured ſeveral Sorts of Entertainments, 


both in the Country abroad, and in the Univerſity; 


for which, as he had very many gratulatory Epiltles 
from particular Perſons, ſo one from the King of 


Bohemia, under his Hand and Seal. 


Bor he knew that theſe were but the Foxes 
Earths, that might ſucceſſively be taken and poſ- 
ſeſſed. He therefore truſted only in the Name of 
the LoRD, that is, the Goodneſs, Mercy, and Pow- 
er, of the mighty Gop; where he was well aſſured, 


he ſhould for ever be free enough from Kings and 
Dukes. . | 


THERE was in the County of Northampton, a 
Gentleman of very able Parts, and clear Affections 
to the publick Good, no Stranger to the Court in 
former Times, nor to the Duke of Buckingham, 
with whom the Doctor uſed to communicate Af- 
fairs, and who was then a Parliament-Man of much 
Eſteem; to him, the Doctor in a Letter diſcovers 
all, ſhews him the Poſture of the Duke, how much 
they both were deceived in him. This Letter was let 
fall by him, that was entruſted to. convey it, about 
Temple-Bar, and handed from one toanother, untilit 
came to Sir Henry Spillers; who having pondered 
the Contents, concluded it was a Purchaſe that 
would ingratiate him unto the Duke, and ſo imme- 
diately preſented it to him. | 1 8 


Th Duke was troubled to read his Faults and 
Fate ſo ſhrewdly intimated and preſaged. His 
Temper was exceeding good, and he could _—_— 

13 
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his Affections many Times with much Serenity 
and Moderation; but now he was quite off, and 
could not think of any thing but Revenge. But 
it pleaſed Gop to cut the Duke out other Work; 
for the Cry of Rochelle and the Proteſtants of France, 
was ſo exceeding great, and ſo much reſented by 
the Parliament, that the Duke reſolved to vindicate 
his Honour by relieving them. And whilſt he 
was buſy to ſet that Fleet out, and furniſh Forces, 
he could not undertake that Revenge intended a- 
gainſt Dr. Pre/ton. 


ALL this Time, the Doctor's Labour in preach- 
ing and ſtudying, was exceeding great; but that 
which ſpent and wore him out, was his Troubles for 
the Churches Safety and Proſperity. Often he 
would inculcate that, 2 Cor. xi. 28. That which 
cometh upon me Daily, the Care of all the Churches. 
When his Body therefore began to be fick and 
languiſh, he was content a little to abate, and 
thought a Country-houſe in ſome good Air might 
help, as formerly it had done; and accordingly 
took one at Linton, near the Hills about fix Miles 
off, which he furniſhed and purpoſed to be in all 
the Week, and come on Saturdays to preach upon 
the LoRD's-Days; and had this Courſe been taken 
Time enough, good might have been done. But now 
he feared, Sollicitude would but be changed into 
Solitude, the Air of ſuitable Converſe, he doubted, 
would be wanting there; and being alone, he ſaw, 
would too much gratify his Melancholy. The 
Spring therefore approaching, he was willing to 
conſult with ſome Phyſicians; and London being far 
off, he ſent to Bury for Dr. Deſpotine. His preſent 
Malady was Want of Reſt, which now Tobacco 
would not help him to, as formerly it had done; 
and therefore he propoſed letting Blood. The Doctor 
plainly told him, that might perhaps allay his 

Heats, 
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Heats, and purchaſe Sleep; but on other Accounts, 
it would be fatal to him. He was enticed notwith- 
ſtanding, with the Hopes of preſent Eaſe, and ſo 
was let Blood, but never lived to repair that Loſs: 
For ſinking more and more, he went to London, 
and took Advice of thoſe that were beſt acquainted 
with his State of Health; by their Advice he re- 
tired a little to Newzngton, to a Friend of his that 
lived there, and then to Hertfordſhire to a thinner 
and more penetrating Air. The Malady they all 
agrecd was in his Lungs, which were not ulcerated 
neither, but obſtructed and oppreſt with ſtiff and 
clammy Matter that he could not void. Perſpira- 
tion was that he wanted, and they ſuppoſed a pe- 
netrating Air might do the Cure; but that was 
found too ſearching and corroſive for the other 
Parts, which were pervious enough and penetra- 
ble. He therefore thought upon Northamptonſhire, 
his native Country. He had at Pre/ton, four Miles 
from Heyford, a very dear and Boſom-Friend, that 
was ambitious of entertaining good Men: Old Mr. 
Dad was but a Mile off, and being invited thither, 
he pitch'd upon it, where he enjoyed with great 
Contentment, what Air, 5 of Friends, and 
loving Entertainment could afford, and at the firſt 
was much refreſhed by it; but Nature being ſpent, 


and no Foundation being left to work upon, all his 


Refreſhing quickly flagg'd. He had before made 
Uſe of Dr. Aſhworth, and he was one of much Ex- 
perience, and knew his Body well; therefore he 
thought of Riding over to Oxford to him, which 
he did, and there continued about twelve Days, 
and conſulted with ſuch as were there of any Note. 
Dr. A/worth was perſwaded that the Scurvy was 
his Diſeaſe, and that the London Doctors had all 
miſtook their Mark, and therefore pitched upon 
Applications ſuitable: A great Error for ſo experi- 
enced a Doctor. The old Man upon this W 

on, 


— 


— 
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ſion, came over unto Pre/ton with him, ſteep'd and 
ſtrain'd Scurvey-graſs, and gave him Drenches able 
to have weakened a ſtronger Man than he was 
now; and having ſtay'd and tamper'd with him 
about three Weeks, and finding nothing anſwer 
his Expectation, he took his laſt Leave of him, 
giving ſuch Order and Direction as he thought 
geod, and refurn'd to Oxford, July 9, 1628. 


Tris Fancy of the Scurvy failing, and Dr. 
Aſhworth being gone, he reſigned up himſelf to 
Gop alone, and let all Care of Phyſic and the 
Doctors go. He had a Servant who had been la- 
borious with him, and whom he often uſed as a 
Friend. To him he therefore now unboſomed 
himſelf, not only touching the Vanity and Empti- 
neſs of all Things here below, but his own Belief 
and Expectation of a ſudden Change; not of my 
Company, (faid he) for I ſhall ſtill converſe with 
Gor and Saints, but of my Place, and Way of 
doing it. His Will was made ſome Years before, 
but he was doubtful, if it came to beprov'd, it might 
be baffled; and therefore purpoſed to wave it, and 
make a Deed of Gift to him, that was in that Vill 
his Executor, with ſuch Reſtrictions and Limita- 
tions as he thought good, all which he ſet down 
with his own Hand, wherein he carefully provided 
for his Mother during Life, and both his Brothers. 
His Books, and all the Furniture and Goods in his 
Lodgings at Emmanuel-College, he gave to one of his 
Pupils that was Fellow there, whom healways greatly 
favoured. Some Exhibitions he gave to the Scho- 
lars there, to be diſpoſed of from Time to Time, 
by him that was Executor. And as he truly va- 


lued, ſo he liberally rewarded his Servant's Faith- 


fulneſs. And having thus diſcumbred himſelf of 
worldly Cares, he took Care for the Places he poſ- 
VoI. IX. « i: ſelied, 
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ſeſſed, prayed for the College, that it might conti- 
nue a flouriſhing Nurſery of Religion and Learn- 
ing; and that Gop would furniſh Lincolns-Iun 
from Time to Time with able, preaching Mini- 
ſters, and the Lecture at Cambridge, that had coſt 
10. much Trouble in the procuring. 


THE Night before he died, being Saturday, he 
went to Bed, and lay about three Hours deſirous 
toſleep, hut ſlept not; then ſaid he, My Diſſolution is 
at Hand, let me go to my Home, and to Jeſus Chriſt 
20% hath bought me with his precious Blood: And ſo 
lay {till as in a Slumber, till about Two o'Clock in 
the Morning; then drinking and reſting on- his 
Servant's Arms, he fell into a cold and clammy 
Sweat; which he told them was the Meflenger of 
Death: and ſo continued for about two Hours very 
ſilent. About Four o' Clock, he ſaid, << I feel Death 
coming to my Heart, my Pain ſhall now be quick- 
ly turned into Joy.” At this his Friends were call- 
ed, that were preſent in the Houſe, who ſpake un- 
to him, but had no Anſwer from him as they were 
uſed to have. Then they all kneeled down, and a 
Reverend Divine there preſent prayed. When Pray- 
er was ended, he looked on them, and- aſked what 
Day it was, and being anſwered, that it was Sal- 
hath-Day; A fit Day (ſaid he) to be ſacrificed on: 
I have accompanied Saints on Earth, and now I 
{hall accompany Angels in Heaven.” Then turning 
away his Head, he preſently gave up the Ghoſt, 
being near Forty-one Years of Age. It was about 
Five o'Clock on the LorD's-Day, but to him an 
everlaſting Sabbath. He never (by his good Will) 
reſted on that Day, ſince Gop was truly known to 
him till now; Gop gave him therefore an ever- 
laſting Reſt. No Man deſerved better Funeral So- 
Jemnities : But Mr. Dod was much againſt it; and 
his Friends at Cambridge, who did highly honour 

him, 
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him, and deſired nothing more, than to have waited 
on his Duſt unto its long Home, were now obliged 
to attend the Election of another Maſter: So he 
was buried decently, but without State, in Faw/ley 
Church in Northamptonſhire, July 20, 1628. Mr. 
Dod, the Miniſter of that Place, preached a Ser- 
mon on that Occaſion, to a vaſt Congregation of 
ſerious People, who were there aſſembled toge- 
ther. 
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CHRISTIAN READER. 


CHarSTIAN READER, 


NNUMERABLE are the Sleights of Satan, ſo hin- 

I ger @ Chriſtian in his Courſe towards Heaven,. by 
exciting the Corruption of his own Heart to diſturb 
him, when he is about to do any Good; or by diſcou- 
raging him with imvard Terrors, when he would ſo- 
lace himſelf with heavenly Comforts; or by diſheart- 

wing him under the Fears of Sufferings, when he 
 ſpould be reſolute in a good Cauſe. A Type whereof 
were the Iſraelites, whoſe Servitude was redoubled, 
when they turned themſelves to forſake Egypt: Where- 
fare we have much Need of Chriſtian Fortitude, ac- 
cording to that Direction: Watch ye, ſtand faſt, 
quit yourſelves like Men. 


Bur as in Wars, the chief Strength of the Soldiers 
lieth in their Captain, ſo in ſpiritual Conflicts, all a 
Chriſtian's Strength is in CHR1sT, and from Him. 
Fer, before our Converſion, we were of no Strength: 
Since our Converſion, we are not ſufficient of our 
. ſelves to think a good Thought. And, to wort out 


from the Saints all Self- Confidence, GoD, by their 
Falls, 
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To the CHRISTIAN REA DPR. 


Falls, teacheth them, to rejoice in the LoRxp Feſus, 
and to have no Confidence in the Fleſh. 


WHATSOEVER CHRIST hath for us, is made 
eurs by FAITH, which is the Hand of the Soul, en- 
riching it by receiving CHRIST, who is the Treaſure 
hid in the Field, and with Him, thoſe unſearchable 
Riches of Grace, which are revealed and offered in 
the Goſpel : Yea, it is Part of our ſpiritual Armour, 
That which was fabulouſiy ſpoken of the Race of Gi- 
ants, is truly ſaid of a Chriſtian, he is born with his 
Armour upon him; as ſoon as he is regenerate, he is 
armed. It is called a BREAST-PLATE, becanſe it 
preſerves the Heart ; a long, large Shield, (as the 
Mord fignifies) which is uſeful to defend the whole 
Man from all Sorts of Afſaults : Which Part of ſpi- 
ritual Armour, and how it is to be managed, is de- 
clared in the two former Parts of the enſuing Treatiſe, 
which was delivered in Nine Sermons. 


Now as all Rivers return into the Sea, whence 
they came, ſo the believing Soul, having received all 


from CHRIST, returneth all to CHRIST. For thus 


the Believer reafoneth: © Has Go p's undeſerved 
Love ſuch to me, that he ſpared not his only-begotten 
Son, but gave Him to die for me? Tt is but equal 
that I ſhould live to Him, die for Him, bring in my. 
Strength, Time, Gifts, Liberty, all that T have, all 
that I am, in his Service, to his Glory.” That Af-- 


Fection, whence theſe Reſolutions ariſe, is called Lo v E, 


which ſo inclineth the Soul, that it moveth in a direct 


Line towards GoD. And the Perfection of our Spirits 


cannot be but in Unon with the Chief of Spirits, who 
cammunicateth his Goodnefs t to the Creature, according 
10 
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To the CHRISTIAN READER. 


to its Capacity. This Aﬀettion of Love, as it reflect- 
eth upon CHRIST, being a Fruit and Effet of his 
Love to us apprehended by Faith, is the Subject of the 
third Part of this Treatiſe, which was deliver'd in 
Seven Sermons. 


THe judicicus Author, out of a piercing Inſight 
into the Methods of the Tempter, knowing upon what 
Racks the Faith of many ſuffers Shipwreck ; that nei- 
ther the weak Chriſtian might loſe the Comfort of his 
Faith, through want Evidences, nor the Preſump- 
tuous reſt upon a Fancy inſtead of Faith, throughout 
the whale Treatiſe, and more eſpecially in the laſt Ser- 
mon, diſcourſeth of Good Works, as they ariſe from 
Faith and Love. This is the Sum of the faithful and 

fruitful Labours of this Reverend, Learned, and Godly 
Miniſter of the Goſpel ; who, whilſt he lived, was an 
Example of the Life of Faith and Love, and of Good 
Works, to ſo many as were acquainted with his even 
Walking with Go, in the ſeveral Turnings and Oc- 
caſſons of his Life. But it will be tos much Injury to 
the Reader to be detained longer in the Porch. We 
now diſmiſs thee to the Reading of this profitable 
Hort, beſceching Gop to increaſe thy Faith, and to 
ber fret Love in thy Heart, that tbou " be fruit» 


ful in Good Works. 


Thine in our Loxp J=svs CunnoT, 


RICHARD SIBS. 


All Dr, Wr s Sermons were Extemporary, and taken in 
Short-hand by thoſe that heard them, from whoſe Copies they 


are now printed. 
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PART I. 
Of FAITH, 
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For by it the Righteouſneſs of G o p 1s re- 
vealed from Faith to Faith: As it is 
written, The Juſ ſhall live by Faith. 


N the Words read unto you, S. Paul 
27 I tells the Romans, That he is not aſham- 
| ed of the Goſpel of Chri/t. For (faith 
be) it is the Power of Go to Salvation? 
It is that which, being received, will 

bring. Men to Heaven; being rejected, will ſhut 
Men up in Hell, and therefore it is of no ſmall 
Moment. He gives a Reaſon, in theſe Words, 
why it is the Power of God to Salvation: By ir 
the Righteouſneſs of GoD is revealed: That „ * 
igh- 


= 
1 
ty 
14 
[1 
l 


* OW LK K 
— ———— —ͤ 2 ů — —— 


C 


228 The BREAST- PLATE of 


Righteouſneſs which is of Gop, which only God 
accepts, and by which alone Men can be ſaved, is 
revealed by the Goſpel, and no other Way. 


Bor to what Purpoſe is this revealed, if I know 


not how to come by it? Many Things are reveal- 
ed, but how ſhall I know that they are mine? 


Therefore he adds, It is the Power of Gop to Sal- 
wation, to every one that believes. As it is revealed 
by the Goſpel, ſo ſomething is to be done on our 
Part: As God manifeſts it, ſo you mult receive it 
by Faith. | | 


c YEA, but (ſay you) I have not ſo ſtrong a 
Faith, I cannot believe as I would.” Well, but 
the Apoſtle tells us, Faith hath Degrees, It is re- 
vealed from Faith to Faith: That is, one receives 
it in one Degree, and the fame afterward receives 
it in a greater Degree. All are alike juſtified, but 
there is a Difference in Faith; ſome is ſtronger, 
ſome is weaker. 


THe Point to be gathered out of theſe Words, 
is this: That Righteouſneſs, by which alone we can 
be ſaved, now in the Time of the Goſpel, is revealed 
and offered to all, that will take it. 


IT is not a Matter of light Moment, but an ex- 
ceeding great Thing to ſee the Righteouſneſs of 
Gop revealed. It is the great, and glorious Myſtery 
of the Goſpel; which the Angels deſire to pry into, 
which made S. Paul in his Miniſtry ſo glorious, 
which ſwallowed up his Thoughts, that he could 
not tell how to expreſs it; That now, in this laſt 
Age, Chrift hath revealed thro* us the unſearchable 
Riches of his Grace. Therefore he prays, That 
Go world open their Eyes, that they might compre- 


hend with all the Saints, the Heighth, and Length, 
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and Breadth of that Redemption, which Chri/t hath 


wrought for them. It paſſeth our Comprehenſion ; 
yet he prays, That they may comprehend it in ſuch 
a Meaſure as is poſſible, tho' there be a Heighth, 
and Breadth and Depth therein, which could not 
be meaſured. And this is it, that is revealed to 
the Souls of Men; the Eſcaping of Hell and Death; 
ſuch free Acceſs to the Throne of Grace, as none 
before had; this Liberty, to be made the Sons of 
Go, and Heirs of Heaven; yea, Kings and Prieſts 
to Gop. All this, I fay, is now revealed, which 
before was not. 


TH1s is ſaid to be revealed, partly, becauſe this, 


of all other Things, was never written in the Hearts 


of Men. The moral Law was written therein, 
but they had not the leaſt Light to ſee this; partly, 
becauſe it is now opened in a larger Meaſure, than 
it was heretofore, in the Times of the Prophets. 
The Door was a little open before, but now it 
1s wide open, and Nothing is hid from the Souls 
of Men, that is neceſſary for them to know. And 
further; it is revealed, not only in Regard of the 


Preachers that make it known, but likewiſe in Re- 


gard of them that hear it: For there is a greater 
Meaſure of the Spirit of Revelation diſpenſed under 
the Goſpel. Therefore, Eph. i. 18. the Apoſtle 
prays, That the Eyes of their Under/tanding might 
be open d, that they might know what is the Hape 
if their Calling, and the Riches of his glorious In- 
eritance in the Saints. For what is it to have a 
Light, if their Eyes be ſhut to whom it ſhines? 


Ac Alx: The Thing revealed, is the Righte- 
ouſneſs, by which alone Men can be ſaved. This 
is the main Point; which, that you may under- 
— I will open by anſwering theſe fix Que- 

ions: 


Ver. U I. Ho 
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I. How this Righteouſneſs of Gop, (i. e. which 
is accepted of Gop) faves. II. How it is offered 
to-us. III. To whom it is offered. IV. Upon 
what Qualifications. V. How it is made ours. And 
VI. and laſtly, What is required of us, when we 
have it. Theſe hang one upon another, but for 
Memory Sake, I have thus diſtinguiſhed them. 


1. How doth it ſave? I anſwer: This Righte- 
ouſneſs ſaves, after the fame Manner that the Un- 
righteouſneſs of Adam did condemn: Let us ſet 
theſe two together, and the Thing will be plain. 


FIRST, As Adam was one Man, yet the com- 
mon Root of all Mankind, of whom all that are 
guilty of Death, and ſhall be damned, muſt be 
born: So Chri/t, the ſecond Adam, ſtands as a pub- 
lick Perſon, and the Root of all that ſhall be in- 
grafted into, and born of Him. Secondly, as A. 
dam's firſt Unrighteouſneſs, the firſt Sin he com- 
mitted, is communicated to Men, and made theirs 

Imputation; and not fo only, but by Inheren- 
cy alſo; (for it hath bred in them original Sin:) 
After the ſame Manner, the Righteouſneſs that 
Chriſt wrought, is made ours by Imputation; and 
this imputative Righteouſneſs of Chriſt worketh a 
Righteouſneſs which is inherent in us. Laſtly, as 
after this Unrighteouſneſs comes Death, which 
reigns in us, bringing every Thing into Subjection, 
ſo that all the Comforts Men poſſeſs,“ are over- 
come in ſome Degree, while we live here; (all 
Sickneſſes, and Troubles, and Crofles, being as 
ſo many Skirmiſhes, which Death hath with us, be- 
fore the main Battle comes:) So in Chrift Life 
reigns over all, and brings all into Subjection to 
Him: That is, It brings all the Troubles Man 
ſuſtaineth, all the Enemies he hath, yea, ou 

an 
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and Sin into SubjeQion, by Degrees in this Life, 
and after Death perfectly. 


Now you ſee the miſerable Fruit of Adam's Fall, 
you ſee by lamentable Experience, what original 
din is, and how much it hath corrupted us; why 
then ſhould you think it a ſtrange Thing, that the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ſhould be imputed? Again, 
Death, you ſee, reigns over all by one; why then 
will you not believe, That Life ſhall reign over 
all Men; that is, bring every Enemy of ours into 
Subjection, by the other? For the Righteouſneſs 
of one faves, as the Unrighteouſneſs of the other 
condemns. 


ANOTHER Expreſſion, I find in 2 Cor. v. 27. 
As Chriſt was Sin for us, who knew no Sin, fo are 
we made the Righteouſneſs of GoD in Him: That 
is, tho Chriſt was a Man without Sin in Him- 
ſelf, yet our Sin was imputed to Him, and He was by 
Gop reckoned as a Sinner; and then He kills Him, 
putting our Curſe upon Him; ſo to us that are free 
from Ri hteouſneſs, Chrit is made Righteouſneſs ; 
ſo that — looks on us as if we had performed 
perfect Righteouſneſs; and when that is done, he 
ſaves us. And ſo much for the firſt Queſtion. 


2. Bur when we hear that this Righteouſneſs 
ſaves, the Queſtion is, How ſhall we come by 
it? How ſhall we get a Share in the Salvation.?” 


I AnswER, It is freely given to us, even as Fa- 
thers give Lands to their Children. And as Kings 
give Pardons, and Titles, and Honours, and Rich- 
es, out of their Clemency, becauſe they will, to 
ſhew their Magnificence and Goodneſs to their 
Subjects; ſo doth Gop give this Righteouſneſs : 
As you ſhall find it expreſs'd, //ai. ix. 6. To Us 

U 2 


a Child 
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a Child is born, to Us a Son is given. And John iii. 
16. Gop / loved the World, that He gave his only 
begotten Sen. And Rom. v. 17, it is called the Gift 
of Righteouſneſs: That is, a Thing which God 
reely, voluntarily, and only becauſe He will, be- 
ſtows on Men, not looking on any Worthineſs in 
them of the ſame. Jf through the Offence of one, 
Death reigned in all, much more they which receive 
Abundance of Grace, and the G if $ Righteouſneſs, 
full reign in Life by one Jeſus Chriſt. So that Gop 
gives it freely out of his mere Love, without any 
other Motive or End, but to ſhew his Magnifi- 
cence, and to make manifeſt, in the Ages to come, 
the unſearchable Riches of Chriſti; the great and 
exceeding glorious Riches, that He hath provided 
for them that love Him. 


Bur what is the Reaſon that Gop will have it 
communicated to the Sons of Men no other Wa 
but by Gift? You ſhall ſee, Rom iv. 5, that it is 
for theſe Cauſes: Firſt, That no Man might boaſt 
in bimſelf, but that he that rejoiceth, may rejoice in 
the Loxp. If any other Manner of Conveyance 
had been made, we ſhould have had Something to 
boaſt of; but coming merely from Gop as a Git, 
we have Cauſe to glory in Gop, and nothing elſe. 
Again, it is a Giſt, that Men may learn to depend 
upon Gop for it. Gop will have no Man chal- 
lenge it as his Due; for it is a meere Grace. Laſt- 
ly, it is a Gift, that it may be ſure to all theSeed. 

there had been any Thing required at our Hands, 
(as, This do; Fulfill this Law, and you ſhall have 
this Righteouſneſs:) It had not been ſure; nay 
none had been ſaved; for by the Law is Tranſgret- 
ſion and Wrath: But being by Gift, it is firm and 
ſure to all the Seed: For when a Thing is freely 
| and nothing expected, but Taking it, and 
hankſgiving for it, what is more ſure. 


* 
* 
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3. Bur, when you hear this 9 is 
given, the next Queſtion will be, To whom 1s 
it given? If it be only given to ſome, what Com- 
fort is this to me?” 


IT is given to every Man; there is not a Man 
excepted : For this we have the fure Word of 
Gon, which will not fail. When you have the 
Charter of a King well confirmed, you reckon it a 
Matter of great Moment: What is it then, when 
you have the Charter of Gop Himſelf? which you 
ſhall evidently ſee in thoſe two Places, Mark xvi. 
15. Go and preach the Goſpel to every Creature under 
Heaven, What is that? Go and tell every Man 
without Exception, that there is good News for 
bim; Cbri is dead for him, and if he will take 
Him, and accept of his Righteouſneſs, he thall 
have it; reſtrain it not, but go and tell eyery Man 
under Heaven. The other T ext is, Rev. XXII. 17. 
Whoſoever will, let him come, and take of the Waters 
of Lift freely. Whoſoever will come, (none ex- 
cepted) may have Life, and it ſhall coſt him no- 
thing. Many other Places of Scripture there are, 
to prove the Generality of the Offer: And having 
a fure Word for it, conſider it. 


4. Tur next Thing a Man will defire to know, 
is this; What Quahfications are expected Doth 
not Gon require to find ſomething in us, if He 
give it us?” 


I ANSswWER, that it is offered to all, and no 
Qualification at all is required as pre- exiſtent to be 
found in us, but any may come and take it. Gop. 
requires no Qualification as concerning our Sins: 
He faith not, you ſhall be pardoned, ſo your Sins 
be of ſuch a Number, or of ſuch a Nature; but 
though they be never ſo many, though of never ſo 
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extraordinary a Nature, though they may de 
gravated with all the Circumſtances that can - 
yet there is no Exception at all of you; the Par- 


don runs in general Terms, This is the Lamb of 


Gop that taketh away the Sins of the World. And 
ſeeing it is in general Terms, why will you reſtrain it? 
You ſee it runs in general, and ſo you may take it. 
And as it is propounded generally, fo it is general- 


ly executed, 1 Cor. vi. 9. You find the great- 


eſt Sins that can be named, are there pardoned: Be 
nat deceived, you know that no Fornicator, nor A 
dulterer, nor unclean Perſon ſhall enter into the King- 
dom of Gos, and ſuch were ſome of you: But now 
you are waſhed, now you are ſanctiſied, now you are 
juſtiſied. Though they had committed the greateſt 
Sins, you ſee, it is generally executed without Ex- 
ception. 


Bor there is another Sort of Qualification. Is 
there not ſomething firſt to be done? I know that 
though I have committed all the Sins of the World, 
yet they ſhall not 2 my Pardon; but I muſt 
do ſomething to qualify me for it.” No, not any 
Thing as precedent to. the Pardon: It is. only re- 
quired of thee, to come with the Hand of Faith, 
and receive it. In the midſt of all thy Unworthi- 
neſs, whatſoever it be, lay hold on the Pardon, 
and embrace it, and it hall be thine. 


Bor you will object, . Then to what End is the 
Doctrine of Humiliation ? To what End is the 
Law preached to be a School-maſter, if no Quali- 
fication be required?” I anſwer, Humiliation is not 
required as a Qualification: For no Tears of ours 
can give Satisfaction; neither is it any Part of 
Sanctification. 


| Bur how is it required then? As that without 
which we will not come to Grit. As for Exam- 
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ple: If we ſay to a Man, The Phyſician is rea 
to heal you; before you will be healed, you m 
have a e of your Sickneſs : T his Senſe is not 
required by the Ph ylician on the Phyſician is 
—— to heal him:) But if he be not ſick, and 
have a Senſe of it, de will not come to the Phyſi- 
cian. If at a general Feaſt it be proclaimed, let all 
come hither that be hungry; a Man is not ex- 
cluded, if he be not hungry; but if he be not, he 
will not come; therefore we preach, that-none re- 
ceive the Goſpel but the Poor, thoſe that be hum- 
ble, and touched with Senſe of Sin and Wrath; 
and we preach ſo, becauſe indeed no Man will 
come but he that is ſo. 


Poo 


5. In the next Place, the Queſtion will be, 
« How is this Righteouſneſs of Chriſt made ours?” 
or, c what is to be done of him to Whom it be- 
longs ?”? 


To this I anſwer; though no precedent Quali- 
fication be required, yet this muſt be taken: A 
Man muſt not reflect on himſelf, and conſider, 
Am I worthy of it? but he muſt take it as a Plai- 
ſter, which if it be not applied, will not heal; or 
as Meat, which if it be not eaten, doth not nou- 
riſh. As the Huſband wooes his Spouſe, and fays 
thus, © I require nothing at thy Hands, no Condi- 
tion at all: I do not examine whether thou art 
wealthy, or no; whether thou be fair, or no; it 
is no Matter what thou art: I require thee ſimply 
to take me for thy Huſband.” After this Manner 
comes Cbriſt to us. We muſt not ſay, Am I wor- 
thy to make a Spouſe for Chriſt? Am I fit to re- 
ceive ſo great Mercies? Thou art only to take 
Him. hen we exclude all Conditions, we ex- 
clude ſuch a Frame af Mind, which we think is 
3 required to make us worthy * 

im. 
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Him. As if a Phyſician come and offer thee a 
Medicine, by which thou mayſt be healed, and 
fay, I require nothing at your Hands, only, to 
drink it, for elſe it will do you no Good: So Gon 


offers the Righteouſneſs of Chrifft, which is that 


which heals the Soul of Men: on looks for ho- 
thing at your Hands; it matters not what your 
Perſon is, only you muſt take it. 


Bur when you hear you muſt take it, the Que- 
ſtion will be, What this Taking is ? 


- TansweR, This Taking is nothing elſe but that 
which we call Faith; and therefore that we may 
not err in the main Point, I will declare what Faith 
is. And it is nothing elſe but this, when theſe 
two Things concur, that Gop the Father will 
give his Son, and freely offers Righteouſneſs, and 
we receive this Righteouſneſs, taking Chrift * 
our Huſband, our King and LoRD. 


u will ſay, Faith is more: It is an Act 
of wt — aſſenting to Truths for the 
Authority of the Speaker; therefore the Mind and 
Will muſt concur to make up this Faith. 


Fon the better Underſtanding of it, mark this 
Word; The Righteouſneſs of God is revealed: 
Wherein it is likewiſe imply'd, (tho' it be not ex- 
preſs d) that it is offered: For to what Purpoſe is it 
to ſee that there is ſuch a Righteouſneſs, if it be 
nothing to us? But it is ſo revealed, that it is alfo 
offered. Now, being both revealdd and offered, 
ou muſt find Somcthing in Men anfwerable to 
h theſe: 1. To the Revelation of it, the Un- 
derſtanding muſt anſwer, aſſenting to it as a Truth, 
That Chrift is come in the Fleſh, and offercd to all 


Men: And 2. To anſwer to the Offer, there * 
e 


rr FTW -w 


——— 


4 


C A [I 1 1 «3. — 5 4 # | 
—_ | =_ 1 
< 6 _ \ 11 * 
= ' fe = g - =y 


FalTH and Love. 237 


be an Act of the Will, whereby it comes and takes 
this Righteouſneſs. Both theſe, 1 Tim. i. 15, are 
put together; This is a faithful Saying, and worthy 
to be received, that Jeſus Chriſt came into the World 
to fave Sinners. It is true, faith the Underſtand- 
ing, and therefore believes it; it is worthy to be 
received faith the Will, therefore comes, and ac- 
cepts it. In Matter of Marriage, if one come and 
tell a Woman: „There is ſuch a Man that is wil- 
ling to beſtow himſelf on you, if you will take 
him, and accept him for your Huſband.:” To 
make up the Marriage on her Part, ſhe muſt firſt be- 
lieve, That this Meſſage is true; that there is ſuch 
a Man, and that that is willing to have her. 
This is an Act of her Underſtanding. © But will 
1 take him, and accept him for your Huſband? 
ow comes the Will: And the Concurrence of theſe 
Two makes up the Match. So we come and tell 
jou, There is ſuch a One, the Meſſiab, that is wile 
ing to beſtow himſelf on you; if you believe, that 
we deliver the Meſſage from Chriſt, and do conſe- 
uently embrace and take Him, you are now juſti- 
ed; this is the very Tranſlation of you from 
to Life; at this very Inſtant you are delivered from 
Satan, and Salvation is come to your Houle. | 


Now, becauſe this 2 Chrift, is the 
main Point, which makes Chriſt ours, and the 
Want thereof is the Cauſe that every Man is con- 
demn'd, we muſt tell you, what is required there- 
in, that you may know what it is. And Firſt, 
There muſt not be an Error of the Perſon. Se- 
condly, You muſt underſtand aright what this 
Taking is. Thirdly, There a compleat, delibe- 
rate Will muſt concur to this Action of Takisg - 
And theſe three Particulars being declared, we ſhall 
not eaſily be deceived in the Matter. | 


FixsT, 
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FirxsT, When you hear of this Righteouſneſs 
of Chri/t, and of its being made ours; you muſt 
know, That firſt Chri/? Himſelf is made ours, and 
then his Righteouſneſs: As you muſt firſt have the 
Huſband, and then the Benefits that come by him. 
I fay then, Take Heed that there be not an Error 
of the Perſon; that you miſtake him not. There- 
fore, when you come to make this Marriage, you 
muſt know, that Chrif? is moſt holy, that He 
is alſo ſuch a One as will bring Perſecution with 
him; (as he fays of Himſelf, that He knows not 
where to lay his Head;) ſuch a One, as for whoſe 
Sake you muſt part with every Thing; ſuch a One 
as for whoſe Sake you muſt be hated. Some would 
have the Man, but they know not the Man; and 
ſo many Thouſands are deceiv'd, that are willing 
to take Chi, but they know not what they take; 
they underſtand not Chri/t aright: There is an Er- 
ror of the Perſon, and ſo a Miſs of the Match, and 
conſequently of Juſtification: For, they take Him 
not fo as to make Him their Loxp; ſo, as to be 
ſubject unto Him; they do not conſider, that He 
requires fuch Things at their Hands. And this ex- 
cludes all ignorant Men, who take not Cr in- 


deed, but only in their own Fancy. 


* SeconDLY, If there be no Miſtake of the Per- 
fon, yet what'is this Taking? In Marriage there is 
2 certain Form to be obſerved; and if that Form be 
miſs'd of, then the Match is mifs'd. This Taking 
then is only this; ſo to take Him, as to be divorc'd 
from all other Lovers; ſo to ſerve Him, as that 

ou ſerve no other Maſter; ſo to be ſubject to 

im, as that you be ſubject to Nothing in the 
World befides. This is properly to take Chr:i/t: 
And this exchades the greateſt Part of Men, who 


are ready to take Chrift, and yet they love the World 
too: 


r oe ee ot 


FariTH and Love: 239 


too; For Gop ſays, 1f any Man love the M orld, the 
Love of the Father, and 4 the Son, is not in him. 
You mult have your Aﬀections weaned from ever 

Kind of Vanity. Go through the whole Univerſe, 
look on all the Things that are therein; Riches, 
Pleaſures, and Honours, Wife, and Children; if 
your Heart be not weaned from every of them, you 
take Him not as a Huſband, All thoſe likewiſe, 
are excluded, who will ſerve Chri/t and their Riches: 
too, their Credit too, their Praiſe with Men too: 
For Chri/t tells them, no Man can ſerve both. 
You mult ſerve Him alone, and be obedient to none 
but Him. If you do fo, you take Him for your 
Lokp indeed. So likewiſe, many will be ſubject, 
to Him as a King, but they will be ſubject to their 
Luſts too, If their Luſts command them, they 
cannot deny them: Some they will reſerve: And 
you know how many this excludes. F ye receiue 
the Praiſe of Men, how can ye believe? John v. 44. 
That is, if you be not weaned and divorced from. 
all, you cannot believe. Tho' you be the Off- 
ſcouring of Men, tho' you be mocked and ſcorn- 
ed, it matters not; but if you ſeek the Praiſe of. 
Men, you cannot believe. . While you ſeek, the 
Praiſe of Men, how can you take Me for your 
Gop and Lok, to ſerve Me altogether ? So that 
to take Chri/t with a juſtifying Faith, is nothing 
elſe but to receive Him, as it is expreſs'd in many 
Places of Scripture, Job. i. 11. Ie came wnto hrs 
own, and his own received Him not; but to as many. 
as received. Him, He gave Power to become the Sons 
of Gan, even to them that believe on his Name. 
And fo it is not (as the Papiſis ſay) a meer Ac of 
the Underſtanding, but a Taking of Him for your 
God and Saviour, to whom alone you will be 
ſubject. | 


THIRDLY 
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Tump and Laſtly, When theſe Two are 
done, ſo that there is no Error, either in the Perſon, 
or the Form of Taking, there is yet one Thing more 
remains, and that is, To take and accept Him with 
a compleat, a deliberate, and true Will. For, 
even as in other Matches, ſuppoſing the Perſon be 
known, and the Form duly obſerved, yet if there 
do not concur a compleat Will, it is not properly 
a Match: And therefore thoſe Matches are unlaw- 
ful, which are made before Years of Diſcretion, 
or when a Man is in a Phrenzy, becauſe there is 
then no compleat or deliberate Will; ſo in this 
ſpiritual Match, you ſhall ſee how many theWant 
of ſuch a Will excludes. 


FirsT, I ſay, it muſt be compleat; which ex- 
cludes all, that prize Chriſt a little, that could be 
content to have Chriſt, but it is rather an Inclina- 
tion than a compleat Will; that would have Chr:i/, 
but not yet; that would live a little longer at Eaſe, 
and have a little more Wealth, but are not come 
to a reſolute, peremptory Will; that have only a 
weak Inclination, which is not enough. 


AGAIN, It muſt be a deliberate Willz and this 
excludes all thoſe, that will take Chriſt in a good 
Mood, on ſome ſudden Flaſh, when they are af- 
fected at a good Sermon, and have ſome. good 
Motions in their Minds; that will (at ſuch aTime) 
be content-t& take Chri/t, to ſerve Him, obey Him, 


and to forſake their. Sins; whoſe Will is not de- 


liberate, but they ſuddenly chooſe, and as ſud- 
denly refuſe Chri/t. | 


LAS x of all, As it muſt be compleat and deli- 


berate, ſo it muſt be a true Will; that is, it muſt 


be free; and that excludes all them, that merely 


for ſervile Fear, at Time of Death, in the * 
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of Sickneſs and Trouble, will take Chrift. Indeed, 

ou can ſcarce come to any, but, in ſuch a Caſe, 
he will profeſs, that he is content to take Ghri/f 
for his Loxp and Saviour; but this is done by 
Conſtraint, and fo the Will is not free. So Lay, 
when the Will is compleat, deliberate and free, in 


the Choice of Chri/t, the Match is made, and you 


are juſtified. 


6. Av Laſtly: But after the Match is made, 
Something is required. Therefore there is one 


Queſtion more; and that is, What is this that is 


required after Making of the Match? 


I ANSWER, 1. It is required that you love 
Huſband Jeſus Chrift, that you forſake Father — 
Mother, and become one Spirit with Him, as a 
Man is one Fleſh with his Wife: for you are now 
Bone of his Bone, and Fleſh of his Fleſh. 2. A- 
gain, it is required that pr ſhould repent; and 
walk no longer after the F but — the Spirit. 
You muſt have your Se crucified, with all the 
Affections and Luſts of it. F You muſt part 
with every Thing for his Sake; whether it be 


Riches, Honours, or Credit, or whatſoever it be, 


you muſt: be ready to let all go 4+ You mult 
be ready to under any Thing for his Sake. You 
muſt take Him for 

You muſt be contented to be hated of all Men for his 
Sake. You muſt take up your Croſs, and follow Him. 
5. You muſt do much, as well as ſ much for 
Him. He died to this End; that He might purchaſe 
1% Himſelf a peculiar People, zealous of — Works. 
You muſt reſpect him as a Wife doth her Huſband, 
not as a Servant doth a hard Maſter. You muſt not 
look on his Commandments as a hard Taſk, but as 


one that hath his Heart inflamed to walk in them; 


as a loving Wife, that 9 not to be bidden to 
Vor. IX. do 


worſe, as well as for better. 
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do this or that; but if the doing of it may advan- 
tage her Huſband, it will be a greater Grief to her 
to let it lie undone. 


Bur now Men fay, „ This is a hard Conditi- 
on, I little thought of it.” It is true, the Con- 
dition is hard, and that is the Reaſon that ſo few 
are willing to come in. They ſtart back when 
they underſtand theſe after-clap Conditions ; that 
they muſt part with all; that they muſt be perſe- 
cuted ; that their Will muſt be perfectly ſubject to 
the Will of Chrift; that they muſt be holy as He 
is holy; that the fame Mind mult be in them that 
is in Chrift Jeſus; that they muſt be of thoſe pe- 
culiar People of Gop. And therefore we have told 
you, that none will come in to take Chriſt for their 

uſband, till they be heavy laden, and have felt the 
Weight of Satan's Yoke: Till then they will not 
come under the Yoke of Chi. Thoſe that be 
humble, that have their Hearts broken, that know 
what the Wrath of Gop is, that have their Con- 
ſciences awaken'd to ſee Sin, will come in, and be glad 
to have Crit, tho“ on theſe Conditions; but the 
other will not. If you will have Chriſt on theſe 
Conditions, you may. But we preach molly in 
vain. The greateſt Part of the World refuſes 
Chrift; becaule they will not leave their Covetoul- 
neſs and Idlencſs, their Sports and Pleaſures ; they 
will not do the Things that Chri/t requires at their 
Hands; and al becauſe they are not humbled, 
they know not what Sin means: Whereas, ſhould - 
Gop ſhew it to them in its right Colours, were 
their Conſciences enlightened, they would take 
Him with all their Heart 


Bur wat ObijeRion comes in; © I would 
come in, but how ſhall I do it? I want Power 
and Ability, I cannot mortify the Deeds 5 the 
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Body.” To this I give a ſpeedy Anſwer : If thou 
canſt come with this Reſolution to take Chriſt, take 


no Care for the other: For as ſoon as thou art his, 
He will give thee another Spirit, He will enable 
thee to do all Things. It is true, with thy own 
Heart thou art not able to do it; but what it Gop 
give thee a new Heart, and a new Spirit? When 
the Match is concluded betwcen Him and us, he 
ſends his Spirit into our Hearts, and this Spirit 
gives us Ability, making us like Chri/t, and cauſ- 
ing us to delight in the Duties of New Obedience. 
Therefore take not Care for Ability, 2 labour 


for an honeſt Heart, armed with this Reſolution; 
am reſolved to take Chrit from henceforth; 
and you ſhall find another Spirit to enable you. 


AND. now, that we may not let all this 


two Uſes. 


without ſome Application, we will hercof 


Tux firſt great Ufe to be made of it, is to learn 
hence to ſee how great the Sin of Men is, and how 
juſt is their Condemnation for the ſame, that when 


this Righteouſneſs of GoD is revealed from Heaven, 


they deſpiſe theſe glad Tidings of Salvation. This 
very Thing that we preach to you, is the greateſt 


Work that ever Gop did. Therefore, if you te- 


ject it, know that your Sin is exceeding great. 


W that preach the Goſpel, are Meſſengers 
ſent from the Father, to invite every one of you to 
come to the Marriage of his Son: If you will not 
come, (as ſome of you are young, and mind other 
Things; others of you have gone long in an old 
Fract, and will not turn; ſome have married a 
Wiſe; others have other Buſineſs, and therefore 
you will not come): I fay, if you refuſe, the Loxp 
will deal with you, x os them in the 9 
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He will have you brought and lain before his Face. 


And we come not from the Father only, but we 


ate alſo ſent from the Son; He is a Suitor to you, 


and hath diſpatched us as Ambaſladors to wooe 
you, and to beſeech you to be reconciled. If you will 
come, He hath made known his Mind to you ; you 
may have Him: If you will not come, you will 
make Him angry: And you had need to 4% the 
Sen ie He be angry. Though He be ſo merciful, 
as rot to quench the ſmoaking Flax, nor to break the 
bruiſed Reed; yet notwithſtanding, that Son hath 
Feet like kurning Braſs He hath @ two-edged Sword 
in his Hand, and his Eyes are like a Flame of Fire : 
So you ſhall find Him to be, if you refuſe Him. 
Take all the Sins you have committed, there is 
none like this, none ſhall be ſo much laid to your 
Charge at the Day of Judgment, as your Rejecting 
the Son, and of his Righteouſneſs, revealed and 
freely offered to you. 


 THzEREFORE, when you hear the Offer of 
\Chrift, let every Man examine himſelf how he 
ſtands affected unto it. For all Hearers are divided 
into theſe two Sorts: Some are worthy, and ſome 
are unworthy. As when Chrift ſent away bis Diſ- 
ciples, any were worthy, their Peace-was to reſt 
upon them, if they were not worthy, they were to 
ſhake off the Daft of their Feet again/t that City. 1 
ſay, conſider if you be worthy of this Righteouſ- 
neſs: For if you find your Hearts to long after it, 
if you prize it much, ſo that you can reckon all 
Things as Droſs and Dung in Comparilan of it, 
and will fell all to buy this Pearl, then are you 
worthy: But if, when you hear it, you neglect it, 
and attend unto it coldly, you are unworthy ; and 
againſt ſuch we are to ſhake off the Duſt of our 


Feet: That is, Gop ſhall ſhake you l 
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when you come for Salvation to Him at the Day 
of Judgment. 


IF in Examination you find yourſelves unwor- 
thy, then give no Reſt to boars” leg but enter in- 
to a ſerious Conſideration of your Sins, attend on 
Gop's Ordinances, make Uſe of all that hath been 
delivered concerning Humiliation, and give not 
over until you have attained this eager Deſire after 
Chrift. Indeed this is wrought by Gop Him- 
ſelf, but give not you over. This is what St. 
Jahn calls Drawing (None can come to me, except 
the Father draw him): And that is done, when 
Gop gives another Will; when, on the propound- 
ing of Chri/t, He gives the Nature of a Lamb, 
changing the Heart, and working ſuch an Inclina- 
tion to Chr:/?, as is in the Iron to follow the Load- 
ſtone. - If Nothing will make thee give over, if 
thou wilt beſeech Him, and give Him no Reſt, Þ'll 
aſſure thee, Gop cannot deny thee; and the lon- 
ger He holdeth thee off, the beſt Anſwer thou 

t have in the End: And when thou haſt Chri/, 
thou haſt that which cannot be expreſſed; for, with 
Him thou haſt all Things. | 


I PROCEED now to the ſecond Uſe that is to be 
made of this Doctrine; which is this: Conſider 
what it is to refuſe, yea what it is to defer your 
Acceptance of it. Gop may take your Deferring 
for a Denial. You that think, „Well, Iwill take it, 
but not yet; take Heed left you never have ſuch 
an Opportunity again.. I ſay, be exhorted, be mov- 
ed, to take it. This I ſpeak to you that be hum- 
ble, to ſo many among you as have broken Hearts. 


Others may take Him if they will; but they will 


not; they mind not this Doctrine, 3 regard not 
Things of this Nature; they will take Him (if they 
can) when they lye a Dying 3 but now gy 
| 3 | 
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ſomething elſe to do. But you that mourn in Sion, 
you that have broken Hearts, that know the Bitter - 
neſs of Sin, to ſuch as you is this Word of Salya- 
tion fent. Others have nothing to do with it: 
Not but that Others ſhall have Him, if they will 
come; but they will not take Him on ſuch Condi- 
tions. It may be, they would have Redemption, 
and Salvation by Him; but they will not take Him 
for their King. They that be humble, that have 
their Hearts wounded with the Senſe of Sin; arc 
willing to take Him on his own Terms, to keep 
his Commandments, and not to think them griev- 
ous; to bear his Burden, and think it light; to — 
his Voke, and count it eaſy; to give all they have 
for Him, and think all too little; to ſuffer Perſecu- 
tion for his Sake, and rejoice in it; to be content 
to be ſcoffed at, and hated of Men; to do, to ſuffer 
any Thing for his Stke; and when all this is done, 
to regard it as Nothihg, to reckon themſelves un- 
profitable Servants, to account of all as not worthy 
of Him. Therefore be not you. ſhy in taking of 
Him, for you have free Liberty. 


Bo r, before I — you, let me ſpeak a Word 
to you that be not yet 8 Let me beſeech you 
to chafitler 8 hings to move you to take Chrr/f. 
1. The great Danger that is in not taking of Him. 
If you could be well without Him, you might ſit 
ſtill as you are; but you ſhall die for Want of Him. 
When a Man's Caſe is this; „I ſee without Chriſt 
IM periſh ; I muſt looſe my Life; that is the Pe- 

„ fuch is the Danger if 1 refuſe Him;“ me- 
thin $ this ſhould move him. | 


2. CQNnSIPER the Benefit of taking Him, as Veld 
as the army 2 of refuſing Him. If you will have 
Him, you ſhall with Him have a 83 vou 


Hall change for the better; for whatſoever you ns 
Wl 
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with for his Sake, you ſhall have an hundred - fold 
for it in this Life, If you forego any Pleaſure, 
you ſhall have for it the Joy of the Holy Ghoſt, 
far exceeding it. If you part with Riches, you 
ſhall be daß rich in the Treaſures of another 
World. If you loſe Friends, you ſhall have Gon 
for your Friend, and ſhall be a Favourite in the 
Court of Heaven. | | 


3. Tump, conſider that 2 ſhall be ſure to 
have Him; you ſhall not be deceived: for Gop 
hath declared that to be his Will; and it ſtands 
now with his Juſtice, as well as with his Mercy, 
to give Chri/?. His Word is a Corner-Stone, and 
you may build on it. Nay, by two immutable Things 
he hath confirmed it; his Word and his Oath: 
And Feaven and Earth may foſt, but they ſhall 
net paſs : You may build on them, to have Chriff;. 
and Salvation by Him, When Paul had delivered 
Gop's Mind to the Galatians, he declares, that if 
an Angel from Heaven ſhould tell them the Foun- 
dation was ſandy; nay, if he himſelf ſhould preach 
another Doctrine, they were not to believe him. 
Therefore if you will take Him and have Him, 
truſt perfectly in the Grace that is revealed by Jeſus. 
Chriſt: do it not by Halves; faying with thyſelf,' It 
may be I ſhall be faved, it may be not: Thou may- 
eſt build on it, thou mayeſt venture thy Life on it. 


ALL theſe Things being now conſidered, the 
great Danger in refuſing, the ineſtimable Benefit 
in accepting, and the Certainty of enjoying Chri/fs, 
if we are throughly willing; then venture on Him. 
Why do you ſtand off? What can we ſay more to 
perſwade you? If you will take him, and his Righ- 
teouſneſs, you may have it. Gop hath committed. 
this to us; tobat we looſe on Earth, ſhall he looſed in 
Haven. He hath given us the Keys of * 
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| and Hell, and if we open the Gates of Heaven to 
1 any, they ſhall ſtand open; and now in the Preach- 
Eo ing of the Word, the Gates of Heaven ſtand open 
= to every one of you. Therefore come in while it 
= is called To-Day, before the Sun ſet on you, as 
1 E know not how ſoon it may be. Indeed if we 
=_ not made the Offer, the Danger had been 
. ours, and we ſhould have periſhed for your Sakes: 
but ſeeing we have made manifeft the whole Coun/z! 
of GoD, ue are now free from the Blood of every one 
of you: For we have made known the Will of Gop 
to the full. You know what is offered to you; and 
if you take Him not, your Blood ſhall be upon 
your own Heads. Therefore conſider whether you 
will take Him or refuſe Him. This is the Queſti- 
on, Will you take Him or not take Him?” 
You that now refuſe and light this Offer, the Day 
may come, when you would be glad to have it. 


1 


You that are now in the Bloom of your Youth, 
and you that are more antient, living in Health 
and Wealth, ou have other Things to take up 

our Minds, = the Time will come, when the 
. ſhall enter in, and the Doors ſhall be 
ſhut, when your Hour-Glaſs ſhall be out, and your 
Time ſpent, and. then what we now offer, ſhall be 
reckon'd.'glad. Tidings: But take Heed that it be 
not too late, beware leſt you cry and Gop refuſe 
to hear. Not but that Gop will hear every Man, 
if his Cry come from unfeigned Faith and Love; 
but it may be, Gop will not give it you when you 
are come to that Extremity. Seeing you would 
not come when He called, it may be He will not 
come when you call. It may be He will not breathe 
the Breath of Life, nor give ſuch a Spirit and Dit- 
poſition as He will accept of. Cbriſi died to pur- 
chaſe to Himſelf a peculiar People zealous of good 
Works: He died for this End, that Men might do 
Him Service: And if you will not come 5 in 
Iime 
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Time of Strength and Youth, when you areable to 
do Him ſervice; (I fay in his ordinary Courſe) He 
will reje&t you in your Extremity: You may not 
then ex Mercy at his Hands. Therefore do 
not ſay, I will follow my Covetouſneſs, and Idle- 
neſs, my Pleaſures and Buſineſs, my Luſts and 
Humours, and hereafter come in; for you are not 
to chuſe your own Time. If he call you, and you 
refufe to come, take Heed left in his Wrath He 
ſwear that you ſhall not enter into his Reſt. 


Tart next Point, that theſe Words afford us, 
is this; That, Faith is that whereby the Righteouſ- 
neſs of CGrOD is made ours to Salvation. 


Tux Righteouſneſs of Gop (ſaith the Apoſtle) 


is revealed from Faith to Faith: That is, it is fo 


revealed and offer'd by Gop, that it is made ours 
by Faith; we are made Partakers of it by Faith. 


Now for the Opening of this Point to you, pou 
muſt underſtand, That there are two Ways or 
Covenants, whereby Gop offereth Salvation to. 
Men. One is the Covenant of Works, and that 
was that Righteouſneſs, by which Adam had been 
faved, if he had ſtood in his Innocency; for it was 
that Way that Gop appointed for him, Do this, 
and liur. But Adam performid not the Condition 
of that Covenant, and therefore now there is ano- 
ther Covenant, that is, the Covenant of Grace. 
This is thus expreſs'd, To bim which worketh not, 
but believeth in Him which juſtifieth the Ungodly,. 
his Faith is accounted Rightcouſneſs,, Rom. iv. 5. 
(Mark it) Le him that beheveth on Him that juſti- 
ficth the Uungadly ; that is, There is a certain Righ- 
teouſnels that Chris hath prepared or purchaſed tor 
Men; arid tho' they be ungodly, he requires No- 
thing-of them, but only, that they take it. * | 
+ Jo 


250 The BREAST-PLATE of 


Now he that will believe Gop, that He hath 
prepar'd this Righteouſneſs for him, and will re- 
ceive it, it is enough to make him a righteous Man 
in Gop's Acceptation; ſo that this is the only 
Way now by which Men ſhall be ſaved. The 
Work is already done on Chri/t's Part. There is 


the Righteouſneſs that Gop hath prepar'd, which || 


is therefore called, The Righteouſneſs of Gop; an 
there is Nothing precedently required on our Part, 
but Taking and Applying of it. " 


Bor, you will fay, Is there Nothing elſe re- 
- quired of us? Muſt Gop do all, and muſt we do 
Nothing, but only take that Righteouſneſs that is 
prepared for us ? [ anſwer, It is true indeed, we 
muſt lead a religious, ſober, and righteous Life; 
for, for this End hath the Grace GO D appeared. 
Let you muſt remember withall, - that we can- 
not work this Holineſs in ourſelves; that mult 
be Gop's Work altogether. We are only to take 
this Righteouſneſs, and the other is but a Conſe- 
quence that followeth upon it. To illuſtrate this 
unto you by a Similitude: A Wheel or a; Bow! 
runneth, not that it may be made round; that 1s 
the Buſineſs of the Workman, who makes it round, 
that ĩt may run: So it is in this Caſe, Gop doth 
not look, that we ſhould bring Holineſs with us, 
for we have it not to bring: We are at the fit 
only to believe, and accept this Righteouſneſs that 
is offer'd us: When that is done, it is God's Part 
to frame us, and faſhion us for an holy Life. 


We read, Eph. ii. 10. We are Gop's Workman- 
ſhip, faſhimed in Chriſt Jeſus, to walk! in Gaui 
Neri, which He hath ardained. Mark it: It i 
not an Action of our own : God is the Workman; 
we are the Materials, as the Clay and the Wood, 


that He takes into his Hands. When - 
ut 
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but taken this Righteouſneſs that is offer'd, it is 


Gop's Work to caſt us into a new Mould; to 


give us a new Heart, and to frame a new Spirit 


within us, that ſo we may walk in Good Works 


before Him. This is the great Myſtery of Godli- 
neſs: And we have much Ado to perſwade Men 
to believe, that the Righteouſneſs prepared by 
Chrift ſhould- be offer'd to them, and Nothing 
be required but Receiving of it. This will not 
ſink into the Hearts of Men by Nature. op 
think they muſt do Something precedently, or elſe 
this Righteouſneſs is not ofter'd them. But, my 
Beloved, we muſt learn to believe, and know, that 
it is the Work of Gop, to ſanctify us, after He 
hath juſtified us, and not before. 


In many Things indeed, there is ſtill ſome pre- 
cedent Actions of our own required, to gain this 
or that Habit or Ability; as, in the learning of Arts 
and Sciences, or to write well, there is ſome Ac- 
tion of our own required for it, and then we get 
the Ability to do it. But then, beſides theſe, there 
are other Habits, that are planted by Nature in us; 
as, an Ability to hear, to ſee and taſte. Now, 
we need not any Action of our own for the At- 
taining of them, becauſe * are planted in us by 
Nature. So it is in theſe Things that belong to 
Salvation. We may indeed get Habits of moral 
Virtues, by Labour and Pains of our own ; there 
are Actions of our own required to them; and in 
that the Philoſopher ſaid right, that tue learn to be 
Temperate, and Sober, and Chaſte: But for the 


Graces of the Spirit, it is not Thoſe Habits ' 


that Nature hath planted in us, we exerciſe them 


naturally, without doing any Action of our own. . 


to attain them; as we do not by ſeeing oft, learn 
to ſee, but it is a Faculty naturally planted in us: 
So it is in all the Works that we muſt do, which 


c 


wi 9 - SE "TOY 2 _ 


252 The BREAST-PLATE of 


are the Way to Salvation; Gop works them in us, 
He infuſeth theſe Habits into us. Therefore this 
Concluſion is good, that it is Faith alone, by 
which this Righteouſneſs is made ours to Salva- 


tion. 


Turs is evident by the Apoſtle, Gal. ii. 21. If 
Righteouſneſs had been ly the Works of the Law, 
then Chriſt had died in vain. As if he had ſaid, 
Salvation muſt needs come one of theſe two Ways: 
Either by Something that we do ourſelves, fome 
Actions that we ourſelves have wrought ; Or elſe 
it- muſt come merely by Faith. Now if it had 
been attainable by any Work of our own, Chr:/? 
died in vain: As if he ſhonld ſay; Chri/t could 
have given you Ability to do thoſe Works with- 
out his Dying; but for this very Cauſe Chr:/# 
came into the World, and died, that He might 
work Righteouſneſs, and make Satisfaction to 
Gop: So that you have Nothing to do for the firſt 
Attaining of it, but to receive it by Faith. 


AND if you would know the Reafon, why 
Gon, who might have found out other Ways to 
lead Men to Salvation, yet hath choſen this Way, 
above all others, (To receive the Righteouſneſs of 
Chrift, which He hath wrought for us, only by 
Faitb) you ſhall find theſe Four Reaſons for it in the 
Scriptures: Two of them are ſet down, Rom. iv. 
16. "There ore it 15 by Faith, that it might come by 
Grace. This is one Reaſon wh Gow will have 
it by Faith, that it might be of Grace: For if any 
Thing had been wrought by us (as he faith in the 
DR of the Chapter) it muſt have been 
as Wages, and ſo it had been received by Hehn 
and not by Favour; but this was Gop's 824 init, 
to make known the exceeding Length ang Breadth 


of his Love, and how nſearchable the _ 1 
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Chriſt are. His End was to have his Grace mag- 
niſicd. Now, if there had been any Action of 
ours required, but merely the Receiving of it bY 
Faith, it had not been merely of Grace. For Fai 
empties a Man; it takes a Man quite off his own 
Bottom. Faith cometh as an empty Hand, and 
receiveth all from Go Dp, and gives all to Go p. 
Now Gop would have Salvation received by Faith 
only, that it might be acknowledged to be free, 
and to be altogether of Grace. | 


SECONDLY, As it is by Faith, that it might 
come by Grace, ſo it is thus alſo, that it might be 
ſure; that the Promiſe might be fure. If it had 
been any other Way, it had never been ſure. Sup- 
poſe that Gop had put us upon the Condition of 
Obedicnce, and had given us'Grace and Ability, 
as He did to Adam; yet the Law is ſtrict, and the 
leaſt Failing would have cauſed Death. But now, 
when the Righteouſneſs that ſaveth us, is wrought 
already by GoD, and offer'd to us by Him, and 
offer'd freely, and that the Ground of this Offer 
is the ſure Word of Gop; we may build infallibly 
upon it. 


THIRDLY, it is by Faith, that it might be to all 
the Seed; not only to thoſe that are of the Law, 
but alſo to them which were Strangers to the Law. If 
it had been by the Law, then Salvation had been 
ſhut up within the Compaſs of the Jetus; for the 
Gentiles were Strangers to the Law of Gon, they 
were unclean Men, ſhut out from the Common- 
Wealth of //rae/: But when it is now freely pro- 
pounded in the Goſpel, and nothing is required but 
only Faith to lay Hold upon it; when there is no 
more looked for but Believing, and Receiving 
hence it comes to be to all the Seed. 


Vol. IX. X Tur 
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Tus laſt Reafon why it is of Faith, is, that no 
Man might boaſt, that no Fleſh might rejoice in it- 
fee For if it had been by any other Means, by 
any Thing done in ourſelves, we had had Cauſe to 
rejoice in ourſelves. But, for this Cauſe, faith the 
Apefile, 1 Cor. i. 30. Chriſt is made to us M iſdom, 
Righteouſneſs, Santtification, and Redemption, that 
he that rejaiceth, might rejoice in the LORD. 


IF Gop had given us a Wiſdom of our own, 
we had had Cauſe to have rejoiced in ourſelves; 
but as we are mere 2 pbeſ. v. 8. and there 
is nothing but Fooliſtmeſs and Weakneſs in us, 
and we have Wiſdom only in Him, no Fl can 
glory in his Preſence. Again, if we had had Grace 
put into ourſelves, for which Gon might have ac- 
cepted us, the Fleſh would have boaſted; there- 
fore bis Righteouſneſs is made our. But, when 
this is done, yet, if after Juſtification it had been 
in our Power to have performed the Works of 
Sanctiſication by any Strength of our own, we 
ſhould yet have . to boaſt thereof. There- 
fore Chri/t is made Sancti cat ian too; fo that tue are 
nat able to think a good I bought, we are not to 
do the leaſt good Thing without Him: It is, 7 (fai 
the Lord) that do ſanctiſj you: It is I that do 


act every Grace: Wh 
into a good Frame. Cbri is made Sandtification 
#0 us; 10 that take a hol after he is juſtified, 


it is Chrift that ſanQtifieth him, and that carries 
him through his Life in an holy and righteous Con- 
verſation. And all this is done that no Fleſb ſhould 
rejoice in itſelf. And yet one Thing more is added 
by the Apoſtle; for if a Man could rid himſelf 
out of Miſery, if a Man could help himſelf when 
he is under any Croſs or Trouble, he would then 
be ready to boaſt in himſelf: "Therefore, faith he; 
Chrift is made to us Redemption alſo: So that take 
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#ny Evil, though it be but a ſmall Evil, a ſmall 
Diſeaſe, a little Trouble, no Man is able to help 
himſelf, it is Chriſt that redeems us from the | 
Evils, as well as from Hell itſelf. (For you. muſt 
know, that all the Miſeries that befall us in the 
World, are but fo many Deſcents and Steps to- 
wards Hell;) Now all the Redemption that we have, 
is from Chrift: So that let us look into our Lives, 
and ſee what Evils we have eſcaped, ſee what 
Troubles we have gone through, ſee what Afflic- 
tions we have been delivered from, it is all through 
Chrift, who is made Redemption for us. 


IT is true indeed,. there are ſome general Works 
of Gor's Providence, that all Men taſte of; bur 
there is no Evil that the Saints are freed from, but 
it is purchaſed by the Blood of Chris; and all this 
God hath done, that no Fleſh might rejoice in it» 
ſelf: And for this Cauſe, Salvation is propounded 
to be received only by Faith. There is no more 
required at our Hands, but the Taking of Chri/t 
by Faith; and when we have taken Him, then He 
is all this to us. 


| Yov now ſee the Reaſons why it is by Faith 
only, that the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is made ours 
to Salvation. I need add but one Thing more; and 
that is, to ſhew you what this Faith is: For, when 
we ſpeak ſo much of Faith, every Man will be in- 
quiſitive to know what this Faith is. 


Falrk, if we take it in the General, is no- 
thing elſe but this: # firm Aſent given to the Things 
contained in the Holy Scriptures, for the Authority of 
Gop that ſpate them.. | 


Bur if we ſpeak of Fuftifying Faith, we ſhall 
find, that that bs not commonly expreſſed .in the 
| X. 2 Word 
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Word Believing only; but believing in Cbriſt, which 
is another Thing: And therefore you ſhall find that 
it differeth in two Things, from this general Faith: 
Firſt, in Regard of the Object; and indeed that is 
the main Difference: For whereas the other Faith 
looks upon the whole Book of Gop, and believes 
all that Gop hath revealed, becauſe Gop hath re- 
vealed it; this ing Faith pitcheth upon Chr:/, 
and takes Him with all his Benefits and Privileges: 
So that the Difference lieth not in the Habit of 
Faith, but in the Object; for with the fame Faith 
that we believe other Things, we believe this; as 
with the ſame Hand that a Man takes other Writ- 
ings, he takes a Pardon; with the fame Eyes that 
the Hraclites ſaw other Things, they looked upon 
the brazen Serpent. The ſecond Difference is a 
main one too; for whereas the other Faith doth no 
more but believe the Truth that is revealed, juſti- 
fying Faith takes Chri/?, and receives Him: There 
is then an Act of the Will added to that Faith, as 
it is expreſſed, Heb. xi. 13. They ſaw the Promiſes 
ag off, and embraced them. Others (it may be) 
ce the Promiſes, and believe them, but they do 
not embrace them. So that juſtifying Faith may 
be thus deſcribed: | ill ka 
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JusTiryinG Faith is a Grace or Habit infuſed 
into the Soul by the Holy Gheft, whereby we are ena- 
bled to believe, not only that the Meſſias is offered 0 
us, but alſo to recerve Him as a LORD and Saviour: 
That is, both to be ſaved by Him, and to obey 


Him: (mark it) I put them together, to take Him 


as a LORD, and as a Saviour: For you' ſhall find 
that they are join'd together in the ordinary Phraſe 
of Scripture; Jeſus Chrift our Lok D and Saviour. 
Therefore we muſt take Heed of disjoining thoſe 
that Gon hath joined together; we muſt take 
Chriſt, as well for a LorD, as a Saviour. == a 

an 
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Man do this, and he may be affured, that his Faith 
is a juſtifying Faith. "Therefore, mark it diligent» 
ly, if thou wilt take Chri/t as a, Saviour only, that 
will not ferve thy Turn. Crit giveth not Him · 
ſelf to any upon that Condition, only to fave him 


from Hell; but we muſt take Him as a LoD too, 


to be ſubject to Him, to obey Him, and to ſquare 
our Actions according to his Will in every Thing. 
You muſt not only take Him as aPrieſt, to interceed 
for you, but to be your King alſo: You muſt ſuf - 
fer Him to rule you in-all Things, you mult be 
all his Commandments. It is not 
enough to take Chr; as a Head, only to receive 


Influence and .Comtort from Him; but.you muſt 


take Him alſo as a Head to be ruled by Him, as 
the Members are ruled by the Head. You muſt 


receive Influence from the Head, but you muſt be 


content alſo to be guided by Him in all Things, 


elſe you take Him in vain. 


Tar. more fully underſtand what 
LE "will add NA | 


this Faith is, 1 dings: x. L 


will ſhew the Object of this Faith. 2. The 
e 3. The Manner how 


Subject or 
it juſtificth us. 4. The Actions of it. . 


Fixs r, Conſider the Object of this Faith ; and 
that is Cbriſi. And herein this is to be marked; a 
Man muſt firft take Chri/t Himſelf, and after, the 
Privileges that come by Him. And this Point 1 
could wiſh were more preft by our Divines, and. 


that our Hearers would more mind it. ＋ 
member that you muſt friſt take Chr:ff Himſelf, 
and then other Thi 


te Apaſtle faith, Rom. viii. 32. if Gop hathgrven u 
Him, that is Chrift, He will with Him grue us all 
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Things elſe: But 


not take one Benefit alone with the Members, to 


that we have by Him, as: 


then 
all 
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all Things with Him. Faith doth not leap over 
Chrift, and pitch upon the Promiſes of Juſtifica- 
tion and Adoption, but it firſt takes Chrift. The 
clear Underſtanding of this will help us much in 
apprehending what juſtifying Faith is... As it is in 
other Things, if you would have Light, you muſt 
firſt have the Sun; if you would have Strength, 
you muſt firſt take Meat and Drink, before you 
can have that Benefit by it: So you muſt firſt have 
Chrift Himſelf, before you can partake of thoſe 
Benefits by hum: And that I take to be the Mean- 
ing of this, Mark xvi. 15. Gs preach the Goſpel to e- 
very Creature under Heaven; he that believes and 
16 Jopeined, Hall be ſaved: that is, He that will 
believe that For Chrift is come in the Fleſh, and 
that He is offered to Mankind for a Saviour, and 
will be baptized, that will give up himſelf to Him, 
that will take his Mark upon him; (For in that 
Place, by Baptizing, is meant nothing elſe but the 
giving up of a Man's ſelf to Chri/?,. and making 2 
publick Teſtimony of it.) Now every one that 
will believe, and be baptized ; that is, give up him- | 
ſelf to Chris, ſhall be ved; So that a Man mutt I 
-Airſt take Chriſt Himſelf, and then he may do as 
the Wife, after ſhe hath. her Huſband ; ſhe may | 
think of all the Benefits ſhe hath by. him, and * 

take them, and uſe them as her own. 


Tux ſecond Thing that Lorbmis'd, was to ſhew 


ou the Subject of Faith, and that is the whole 
you: of Man; both the Mind and the Will, Firſt, 


on the Part of the Underſtanding, it is required 


that it believe; that is, conceive and apprehend 
what Gop hath revealed in the Scriptures. And 


here an Act of Gop muſt come in, putting a Light 


into the Underſtanding. For, my Beloved, Faith 
is but an Addition of a new Light to Reaſon; = 
whereas Reaſon is purblind, Faith comes, and 

8 gives 
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gives a new Light, and makes 'us ſee the Things 
revealed by GoD, which Reaſon cannot do. B 

Faith we apprehend theſe great and glorious My- 
cries, which otherwiſe we- could not apprehend. 
So then there muſt be Light put into the Mind, that 
a Man may be able by that to believe this; to con- 
ceive and apprehend the Things that are offered in 
the Goſpel. | 


Bur this is not all, there is an Act alſo of the 
IV ill requir'd, which is to take and receive Chrift : 
For this Taking is an Act of the Will; therefore 
obſerve there muſt be a Conſent as well as an Afſent. 
Now. it is the Act of the Underſtanding to aſſent 
to the Truth, which is contained in the Promiſes; 
but that is not all, there is alſo an Act of the Will 
requiſite to conſent unto them; that is, to embrace 
them, to take them, and to lay Hold upon them, 
and to apply them to a Man's Self. Now this alſo 
muſt be wrought by Gor. As Goh puts a new 
Light into the Underſtanding, to ſee and believe 
theſe Truths; ſo there is another Act which Gop 
alſo works on the Will; and unleſs He work it, it 


is not done. For come to any Man, that is in 


the State of Nature, and aſk him: * Will you be 
content to take Chr:/t ? That is to ſay, to receive 
him in that Manner as He hath been deſcribed?” 
His Anſwer would be, No.“ Beloved, the Lives 
of Men expreſs it, tho” they ſpeak it not in fo 
many Words: Therefore, till Gop come, and 
draw a Man, and change his Will, the Work is 
not done. So then we ſee, that Faith is an Actiau 
both of the Mind and the Will, wrought by Go p, 
enlightening the Mind, and changing the Will; which 
is that which our Saviour Chriſt calls Drawing; 
None comes to Me, unleſs the Father draw him: That 
is, unleſs Gop change him, and put ſuch a —_— 
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fition into him, that he can find 8 
come to Chriſt. 


THrrzDLy,. The next Thing we are to ſhew 
you, is, How this Paith juftifieth. 


| Now you. muſt know, that this Faith is confi- 
der'd two Ways; either as it works, or as it. re- 
ceives; either as a Quality, or as an Inſtrument, 
As a Quality it works; and in this Senſe it hath 
nothing to — with Juſtification. It juſtifieth us 
as it is an Inſtrument, and that not by altering the 
Nature of Sin; that is, by making Sin to be no 
Sin, but by taking away the Efficacy of Sin. As 
for Example; when a Man hath committed Sins, 
Faith doth not make his Sins to be no Sins. It 
cannot be, that that Sin which is once committed, 
ſhould be made no Sin. We cannot make Adul- 
tery to be no Adultery, for the Nature of the Thing 
muſt remain. Well, now what doth Faith ? It doth 


this; tho' the Sin be the ſame that it was, yet it 


eakes away the Guilt of Sin, that Power of it by 
which it puts us into the State of Condemnation, 
and by which it binds us over to Puniſhment. As 
the Lions, to which Dame! was calt, were the 
fame as they were before, had the ordinary 
— of 1; Lions; but at that Lime, God took a- 
r ſo that they 
did not devour him; ſo it is with Sin; The Nature 
of Sin is to'condemn us; but when G op ſhall 
take away this Efficacy from it, it doth not con- 
demn : And this is That that Faith doth. 


FarTH then, — — Efficacy and 


as a 
when he pardon- 


takes the Pardon. The King, 


eth a Traitor, doth not make his Treaſon to be 


no Treaſon, for the Act of the Treaſon 8 
Its 


end 
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| ſtill; but the Taking of the Pardon makes the Trai- 


tor not to be under Condemnation. So, my Be- 
loved, Faith is that Act that takes the Pardon from 
God, ſo, that tho' the Sin remain the ſame, and 
of its own Nature, is of Power to bind us over to 
Death; yet, by this Faith taking the Pardon from 
Gop, it comes to paſs, that it hurts us not, we 
are not condemn'd for it. Thus, I fay, Faith 
juſtifies us as an Inſtrument, by accepting, receiv- 
ing, and taking the Acquittance, that Gp hath 
given to us, thro' Chrift. 


FouRTHLY, Let me add the next Thing; 
which is, What the Acts of this Faith are: And 
they are theſe Three: Firſt, To reconcile, or to 
juſtify. Secondly, To pacify the Heart. Thirdly, 
To purify, or ſanctify. 


THe firſt Thing that Faith doth, is to reconcile: 
That is, (as I faid before) by Faith we are pitch'd 
upon Chr:ft ; we take Him firſt, and then we take 
the Privileges, that follow upon it, Forgiveneſs 
and Adoption: Being reconciPd to Chriſt by Faith, 
we have Boldneſs to go to Chri/t for Forgivenels, 
to go to Chrift, to make us Heirs of all Things. 
For after this Manner, Faith doth it; All Things are 
yours, whether Paul or Apollos. And why? Becauſe 
you are Chri/s. (Mark it,) you muſt firſt be 
Chri/fs: That is, even as the Wife is the Huf- 
bands, ſo you muſt be knit and united to Chri/?, 
and then all Things are yours. Faith firſt makes 
us one with Him; and in Him, one with Gop the 
Father; and then all Things are given unto us, and 
made ours. 


Tur ſecond Act of Faith is to quiet and pacify 
the Heart; to comfort us, in aſſuring us that our 
Sins and Tranſgreſſions are forgiven; and. _ 15 
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different from the former. For you muſt note, 
there are two Acts of Faith; the one Dire#, by 
which we apprehend and take Chrift, and the 
Righteouſneſs that is offer'd thro' Him, by which 
we take Forgiveneſs : And the other Reflex, by 
which we know that we have taken Chriſt, and 
have taken out our Pardon: And this Act is very 
difterent from the former. The firſt Act of Faith, 
whereby we take Chrift, and thoſe Privileges by 
Him, is founded upon the ſure Word of Gop; 
Gop hath tender'd it to us, upon his Word and 
Promiſe: But the Second, whereby I know that [ 
have done this, is grounded upon Experience. But 
we are helped by the Holy Ghef? to know it, for 
the Spirit uſelf witneſſes with our Spirit, thut we 
are the Children of Gon. 


W come now to the Uſes of this Point; Faith 
is that whereby we dre made Partakers of the Righ- 
teouſneſs Chriſt. | 


Anp Firſt, if it be by Faith only, that we are 
made Partakers of that Righteouſneſs, that ſaveth 
us, We ſhould learn to come to Chrift with an 
empty Hand, and not to be difcouraged for any 
Want that we find in ourſelves, nor for the Great- 
neſs of our Sin: We ſhould not be diſcourag'd for 
the Want of a perfect Degree of Repentance and 
godly Sorrow, or for the Want of whatſoever good 

ork you think is requiſite to Salvation. For, 
my Beloved, you muſt know, That this is the 


Nature of Faith, that it doth its Work beſt alone, 
Faith is fo far from requiring any Thing in the 
Party that ſhall have Chriſt, that a Man muſt ne- 
ceflarily let go all Things elſe, before he can be- 
lieve. This is a Point neceſſary to be conſider'd; 
becauſe every Man is apt to think, that it is im- 
poſſible that Gop ſhould accept him, unleſs m_ 
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be Something in him, for which Gop ſhould re- 
gard him. f he find himſelf to be exceeding un- 
godly, he thinks that Chri/t will never look after 
him. 


AGAIN, If he hath nothing at all to give to 
Gop; if he hath Nothing to bring with him in 
his Hand, he thinks he ſhall have no Pardon. But 
you ſee, that Faith requires Nothing, in the firſt 
Apprchenſion of Chri/t; if a Man be never fo un- 
godly, it is all one; the Offer notwithſtanding is 
made to him. 


AGAIN, Why ſhould you look for Righteouſ- 


nels in yourſelves? The Work of Faith is to take 
that Righteouſneſs, that is none of your own: 
There is Nothing at all elſe required. I fay, All 
that Faith hath to do, is only to take from Chri/f 
that Righteouſneſs, that we want ourſelves. So then 
there is no Reaſon, why any Man ſhould be dif- 
couraged in his firſt Coming, for any Want that 


he finds in himſelf, or for any Condition that he is 


in. It is Faith only that makes us Partakers of a 
Righteouſneſs to juſtify us, becauſe we ourſelves 
have it not. I fay, Faith is ſo far from requiri 
any Thing to be added to it, to help it in the A 
of Juſtifying, that of Neceſſity it excludes all Things 


elſe: For Faith hath this double Quality; to ay 8 


Hold of Chrift offered, and to empty a Man of 
Things elſe. As for Example, 


FAITH is not only the Believing of a Truth 
which is delivered, from the — on him that 
delivers itz but it is a Reſting upon Chrift, a Caſt- 


ing ourſelves upon Him. Now when a Man leans 
upon any other Thing, he ſtands not upon his own 
Bottom; for if he did, he could not properly be 
laid to lean. If a Man truſt, and depend upon 

 ange 
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another, he provides not for himſelf; but he that 
provides ſo, as to make himſelf ſafe, if another 
ſhould fail him, ſo far truſts himſelf. So that, i 
you truſt Chriſt, it is of Neceſſity required, that 
you be unbottom'd of yourſelves; you muſt alto. 
gether lean upon him; you muſt caſt yourſelye, 


FA1iTH hath ſuch an attracting Virtue in it 
that it fills the Heart with Chr. Now it cannot 
fill the Heart with Chriſt, unleſs the Heart be emp 
tied firſt. Therefore 1 fay, Faith hath a double 
Quality; the one to take; the other to empty ; and 
the one cannot be without the other. Hence it i 
that we ſay, Faith ingrafts a Man. A Man can 
not be ingrafted into a new Stock, unleſs he be 
quite cut off from the former Root; therefore 
Faith drives a Man out of himſelf, and make 
him nothing in himſelf; ſo that when he comes to 
lay Hold on the Promiſe of Gop, he looks at no 

uality or Excellency of his own ; he looks at no 
Fitneſs, or Worthineſs in himſelf, but he come 
with a Hand and Heart altogether empty: So that 
when a Man comes to beſeech G op: to receive 
him to Mercy, and to grant him a Pardon of his 
Sins; when he comes to take Hold of the Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, for his Juſtification, if he think 
that there is any little Worthineſs in him, or that 
there is no Fault in him at all, and from thence 
ſhall think that Gop will receive him; this Man 
is not fit to take Chri/?; he muſt be wholly empricd 
of himſelf, and then Go p will ſpeak Peace unto 
him. 


Bur you will aſk, What is that which Faith 
doth empty a Man of? I anſwer, Faith emptics4 
Man of two Things: 1. Of all Opinion of Rigb- 


teouſncisin himſelf. 2. Of all Opinion of Strength 
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and Ability to help himſelf: For if either of theſe 
remain in the Heart, a Man cannot receive Chriſt. 


FirsT, I fay, a Man muſt be emptied of all O- 
pinion of Worthineſs in himſelf; of all Conceit 
that he hath the leaſt Righteouſneſs in himſelf. When 
the young Man came to Chri/f, and Chriſt told him 
that he muſt keep the Law, and he ſaid he had 
done all thoſe Things from his Youth, Chri/t knew 
that he was not yet ht: therefore, ſaith He, G and 
fell all that thou haſt. Chriſt's End was nothing 
elſe but to diſcover to him his own Unworthineſs. 
If thou wilt be perfect, (faith Chriſt) make this 
Trial: Canſt thou be content to let thy Wealth 

o, to follow me? Canſt thou be content to ſuffer 
Perſecution ? He could not: And this ſhewed that 
he was not yet perfect; but that he was ſtill a ſin- 
ful Man. This was the Way to prepare him for 
Crit. This Courſe we ſee Chrift always took. 
We ſee it expreſſed in the Parable of the Publican 
and Phariſee; the Publican went away juſtified, be- 
cauſe he was wholly emptied. of al Opinion of 
Worth in himſelf: But the Phariſee was not juſtifi- 
ed; not becauſe he was not outwardly a juſter Man 
than the Publican; but becauſe he had an Opinion 
of his own Righteouſneſs; of a Worthineſs in him- 
ſelf, therefore he went Home not juſtified. That 
which a Man thinks he hath already of his own, he 
will never be at the Coſt to buy. Therefore that is 
the firſt Thing that a Man muſt do; he muſt think 
himſelf of no Worth at all; he muſt be empty of 
all Opinion of his own Excellency. 


SECONDLY, but this is not all; although a Man 
be perſwaded of this, that he hath no Worthineſs 
in himſelf, yet if he think he is able to help himſelf, 
he will not come to take Chri/t: And therefore this 
farther is required ; That a Man ſee that he hath no 
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Ability to help himſelf, that all his Redemption 
muſt come from Chri/t. If you aſk many Men, 
whether they have any Opinion of Worth in them: 
ſelves? they will be ready to anſwer, No. What 
then is the Reaſon that they come not to Chriſt? It 
is becauſe they are in Health and Proſperity, and 
imagine they can do it ſoon enough hereafter: 
They can for the preſent ſubſiſt without Chriſt: 
But when Gop ſhall ſhew a Man's Heart to him- 
ſelf; when Gop ſhews a Man his Danger, and how 
unable he is to help himſelf out of it; then he will 
have no Reſt 'till he have Chri/f. Many Men 
complain, that they would believe, but they want 
that Sorrow that they ſhould have; that Repent- 
ance they would have; they think they are not yet 
fit, therefore they dare not apply the Promiſes. 
We may complain indeed if we find a Want of 
Defire after Chri/?; for that is required: But if 
we look upon any Thing as a Qualification in our- 
ſelves, ſuch a Worthinef is not required: We 
muſt be driven out of all Conceit of it, or elſe we 
cannot take Chri/t, Well then, ſeeing it is only 
Faith, whereby we lay Hold of Cbriſt's Righteoul- 
neſs, we have no reaſon to be diſcouraged, in Re- 
ſpe of any Want; nay, we muſt find a Want of 
all Things in*ourſelves, before we can be made 
Partakers of this Righteouſneſs, 


A SECOND Uſe of this Point is, if it be by Faith 
only we are made Partakers of this Righteouſnels, 
Then we ſhould learn to glory only in Gop, not 
in ourſelves; for this is the very End why Gop ap- 
pointed this Way of Salvation: For He hath aboſen 
us to the Praiſe 4 the Glory of his Grace, in his Be- 
Izved: Eph. i. 6. Now if that be Gop's End, 
why He will have us ſaved by Faith, let us not di- 
appoint Him of his Aim; let us not take from Him 


the Glory of his Grace; but let us glory in the * 
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This Point we ſhould eſpecially look to, not to 

lory in ourſelves, but in Gop: For, we are natu- 
rally apt to glory in ourſelves. Every Man is apt 
to reflect upon himſelf, and would fain ſee ſome 
Worth there, that he might glory in. It was A 
dam's Fault in Paradiſe ; whereas he ſhould have 
truſted God, and have wholly depended upon Him 
for all. He would needs know Good and Evil: He 
would have Something of his own; and this was it 
that loſt him all, and brought the Curſe upon him. 
Now in the Goſpel, Gon comes by a ſecond 
Means of faving Men; and in this the Lox D would 
have the Creature to have Nothing in himſelf to 
glory in. But Man is hardly brought to this, but 
exalts and lifts up himſelf, and would fain have 
ſome Worth and Excellency of his own; but as 
long as we do thus, we cannot be faved. We have 
an excellent Place to this Purpoſe Col. iii, 11. the 
Apoſtle ſaith there, (in the Matter of Salvation) 
There is netther Jew nor Gentile, Bond nor Free, 
but Chrift is all in all, That is, when we come to 
be juſtified before Gop, when we come to the 
Matter of Salvation, Gop looks at Nothing in a 
Man, He looks at no Difference between Man and 
Man: One Man is virtuous, another Man is wick- 
ed; one Man is a Few, and hath all the Privileges 
of that People; another Man is a Gentile, an Alien 
from the Common-Wealth of [frae/; one Man is 
circumciſed, another Man is uncircumciſed ; but 
all this is Nothing. Why? Becauſe Chriſt is all in 
all. You are to obſerve firſt, that Chi is all; that 
is, there is nothing elſe required to juſtify. Indeed, 
if we were Something, and He were not all, we 
might then look at Something beſides; but he is 
all, And again, He is all in all: That is, go thro' 
all Things, that you may think will help you to 
Salvation, in all thoſe Things Chri/t is only to be 
d 2 re- 
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reſpected, and Nothing but Chriji, Whatſoever 
is done without Chri/t, Gop regards it not. If 
you will do any Work of your own to help your- 
ſelves in Salvation, if you will reſt upon any Privi- 
leges, Chriſt is not all in all; but Chrift muſt be 
all in all in every Thing: And if only Chriſt be 
all, then we. muſt come only with Faith; for it is 
Faith only that lays hold upon Chriſt. 


Now a natural Man will not have Chrift to be 
all, but himſelf will be ſomething: Or if Chr: be 
all in ſome Things, he will not have Ghri/t to be 
all in every Thing. To have Crit to be his 
Wiſdom, his Righteouſneſs, his Sanctification; to 
do Nothing but by Crit; to have Chriſt to be his 
Redemption, not to be able to help himſelf without 
Chri/t, but that Chri/? muſt help him out of every 
Trouble, and beſtow upon him every Comfort; 
this, I ſay, is contrary to the Nature of Man. 
Therefore we muſt be throughly emptied of our- 
ſelves in this Matter of Glorying, as well as in 
the Matter of Taking: For in what. Meaſure any 
Man ſets any Price upon himſelf, fo far as he hath 
any Opinion of himſelf that he is ſomething, juſt 
10 far he detracts from Chriſt But when a Man 
boaſts not of himſelf at all, ſuch a Man rejoiceth 
in God altogether, ſuch a Man will ſtand amazed 
at the Heighth, and Breadth, and Length, and 
Depth of the Love of Gop ; ſuch a Man will be 
able to ſee, that there are unſearchable Riches in 
Chrift; ſuch a Man will be able to ſay with Par 
That he cares for Nothing, he reckons all Things 
Dung, Phil. iii. 8. I am a Jew, I am a Phariſce, [ 
have been as ſtrict as any Man; yea, I went be- 
— others; yet I look not after theſe Things, 

ut that I may be found in Him, not having mine 
own Righteouſneſs, but that Righteouſneſs that 


Gop accepteth, which is through Faith in Hin. 
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Therefore, Brethren, learn thus to rejoice in 
Chriſt and in God, and not in yourſelves. This is 
the moſt excellent Work that we can perform. 


THIRDLY, if it be Faith only, by which we 
are made Partakers of the Righteouſneſs by which 
we are ſaved, then it ſhould teach us to let other 
Things go, and principally to mind this; to la- 
bour to get Faith, whatſoever become of other 
Things; for it is that by which we have Salvation. 
'Tis true, there are many other Excellencies that 
we are capable of, many moral Virtues, ſuch as 
Ariſtotle and Secrates have deſcribed ; but without 
Faith, GpD regards none of theſe. Take one that 
is a wicked Man, and take another that lives the 
moſt ſtrict and exact Life, who yet is not juſtified 
by Faith, GoD makes no Difference between theſe 
Men; the one is as near to Heaven as the other ; 
Gop looks upon them both with the ſame Eye; 
for He regardeth nothing without Faith. He that 
is the moſt Prophane and Ungodly, if he come 
with Faith, he ſhall obtain Chr:i/#; the other that 
hath all moral Virtues, without Faith, they ſhall 
do him no Good. Therefore you are to ſeek for 
Nothing in the Matter of Juſtification, but how 
you may be enabled to believe. If Men will em- 
ploy their Strength and their Endeavours, and buſy 
themſelves to attain ſuch and fuch Virtues, it is 
but as the Watering of the Branches, and to let 
the Root alone. Faith is the Root; that is, it is 
that that makes all acceptable to Goo. Without 
this, what is our Preaching? We may gather near 
as good Inſtructions to reſiſt Vice, out of Seneca, 
as out of Paul's Epiſtles ; but this differenceth it, 
that we preach Chriſi, and from Chreft we derive 
Strength to do all Things elſe; and that makes all 
elle to be acceptable; ſo that is it, that you muſt 
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look after, to have Chri/?, to receive all from Him, 
to do all for Him. 


You here ſee not only the Difference between 
moral Virtues, and thoſe in a true Chriſtian, (which 
is Godlineſs) that they come from different Foun- 
tains, and look to different Ends; but you ſee alſo 
the Difference between the Shews of Strictneſs in 
worldly Men, and that Sincerity of Life, that we 
preach unto you, which is an Effect of Faith: For, 
if you mark it, you ſhall find that all they do, ei- 
ther is without  Chr:/t, or adds to Chri/t : They 
think they ſhall be ſaved for doing ſuch and ſuch 
Things, which prepare and fit them for Salvation: 
They look mainly to the Works done, but ſtill 
Chrift only is not ſought after in all this. But now 
look to the Doctrine that we have delivered: It is 
Chrift that we preach: It is Faith that we preach 
unto you. It is true, we preach thoſe Things too; 
we lay the ſame Neceſſity upon you of doing good 
Works; we {tir you up to Holineſs of Life, and 
Mortification : But here is the Difference; we ſay 
that Faith doth all: We derive all from a juſtify- 
ing Faith, laying hold upon Chri/t: And fo, Love 
to Him, and all other Graces ariſe from this, 


Now when we are come with Boldneſs, and 
have laid hold upon Chr:/t, then let us look to the 
Privileges, then let us take the Pardon. of our Sins, 
and all Things elſe, only remembring that Condi- 
tion of After-Obedience. Tis true we may come 
freely, and though nothing be required, but that 
we take the Son of Gop that is offered, yet, there 
is a Condition of After-Obedience; we muſt reſolve 
to ſerve Him, and to love Him with all our Heart; 
we muſt reſolve to do that which Ruth promiſeth to 


Naami, to live with him, and to be with him, = 
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that his People ſhall be our People, and his Gop, 
our Gov. 


PERHAPS you will now ſay, „I am willing to 
do this, to part from my Luſts, and cleave to Chri/# 
alone, but I am not able.” Jo this I anſwer, If 
thou art but willing, Chri/t deſires no more. Take 
a Man that is ſtrongly given to Company, that is 
given to Fornication, to Swearing, or whatſoever 
the Sin be, I would aſk him this Queſtion ; Put 
the Caſe thou wert able to get the Victory over thy 
Luſt, wouldſt thou be content to part with it, and 
to take Chri/t? If he ſay, No, I had rather enjoy 
the Sweetneſs of my Luſt till: Whoever thou art 
that thus anſwereſt, I aſk thee, Art thou not now 
worthy to be condemned? But if thou anſwer, *I 
would, upon Condition I were able to overcome 
my Luſts;“ I aſſure thee, Gop will make thee 
able. Gop requires no more than a Willingneſs 
to come, and take Chri/t : The other is God's 
Work. 


« BuT (thou mayſt ſay) I have tryed, and have 
not found it ſo.“ I anſwer; It cannot be: Thou haſt 
not yet reſolved to part with thy Luſts : Thou haſt 
not yet ſet down this peremptory Concluſion, That 
thou wilt forſake every thing, that thou mayſt have 
Chriſt. If any Man fay, he is willing to take Chre/f, 
and to part with All, if he could get the Victory: 
Let me tell thee, thou muſt firſt reſolve to take 
Chrift upon his own Conditions; and if thou do 
that, GoD hath promiſed to do the other Himſelf 
When Gop calleth you to come unto Chri/?, He 
promiſeth that the Virtue of Chriſ's Death ſhall 
kill din in you, and that the Virtue of Chriſt's Re- 
ſurrection ſhall raiſe you up to Newneſs of Life. 
Gon hath promiſed that He will give you the Holy 
Ghoſt: Now, He that hath called you is faithful, 


an 


272 The BREAST-PTI ATE 


aud Hou ul 4 it 80 that I fay, if thou wilt come 
in, if thou w! lt accept Or Chrift u upon his ow n © On- 
ditions, | it is certain Gop will receive thee. And 
thou find thyſelf troubled with any Luft or Te mp- 
tation, preſs upon (0 'D, urge Him with his Word 
and Promiſe, that He would : ef Tiſh thee by his own 
Strength, and refolve as Fob, T Hough He kill me, yet 
will tre in Him. And He will enable thee to 
Overcome. 


Now becauſe this Laying Hold upon the Pro- 
miſes is a Point of much Moment, and becauſe it 


is a Thing that is not eaſily done, therefore 1 will 


ſhew you theſe two Things: 1. That the Under- 
ſtanding muſt be rightly informed in it: And 2, 
That the Will muſt be drawn to it. 


Fist, the Underftanding muſt be rightly in- 
formed, what Ground a Man hath to do it. When 
a Man is perſwaded in a confuſed Manner, without 
any juſt Ground, this is not right; this keepeth 
many from Aſſurance, becauſe they are not clearly 
inſtructed in it: For, to the End that Faith may 
take Hold of the Promiſe, we muſt conceive of the 
right Method; and that ſtands in theſe four 


Things: 


1. Wr muſt ſee our own Condition, we mult 
be ſick before we can ſeek to the Phyſician; we 
mult ſee ourſelves to be condemned Men, and that 
there is nothing in us to help ourſelves; we muſt 
ſee ourſelves to be Children of Wrath, and then 
we ſhall come and ſeek for a Remedy. 


2. WE muſt look to the Promiſes of Gop, which 
are contained in his Book. Chri/t is there clearly 
offered, only with this Condition, that I muſt oy 


Him, and ſerve Him, and love Him. 3 
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offered in the Scriptures to every one, and if you 
have Him, you ſhall have a Pardon of your Sins 
with Him; only He is offered with Condition of 
Obedience, Well then, after a Man hath con- 
ſulted the Book of God, he confiders in the firſt 
Place, the Generality of the-Promile; that it is of- 
fered to all, and none is excepted; and in the next 
Place, he concludes, -if it is offered to all, it is of- 
fer d to ne. But he enquires further; Will Chriſi 
do to me as he hath promiſed ? Is He able and wil- 
ling to do it? When this is well ponder'd, and 
we find that we have a ſure Word to confum this, 


3 Tux in the third Place, we muſt come and 
take Him. And when this is done, when we have 
taken Ghri/t, and beſtowed ourſelves upon Him, 
then, | 


4. In the next Place, we muſt conſider what 
we ſhall have by Him, and make uſe of all that 
Chri/t brings with Him. Pardon of Sin, and all 
Things elſe that He hath, I have with Him. I am 
the Son of Gop, and I ſhall be ſanctified, (for to- 
gether, with Him I have his Spirit ;) all my Prayers 
{hall be heard; all the Promiſes in the Book of 
(30D are mine. As all the World is his, ſo it is 
2 Wealth of a Chriſtian after he hath taken 
rift, 


SECONDLY, The next Thing to be done, is 
this, To draw the Will to take the Promiſes ; for, 
tho the Underſtanding rightly apprehends all that 
is delivered in the Word, yet except we willingly 
take Chri/t upon theſe Conditions, the Thing is 
not done, 


Seeing then the Will hath a Part in Faith, as well 


a the Underſtanding, and this muſt be drawn, the 
Queſtion, 
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Queſtion is, Who muſt draw it ? This is the Work 
of Gop; He only hath the Sovereignty over the 
Wilt and AﬀeCtions of Man; it is the great Prero- 
gative of God: When a Buſineſs is to be done with 
the Will and Affections, Gor muſt perſuade it. 
So faith our LoRD, John vi. 44. No Man can come 
to me except the Father draw him. But how ſhall 
that be done? It is not ſuch a Drawing as when a 
Man is drawn by Force ; but it is a Drawing which 
is done by changing the Will and Affections: 
When Gop alters the Bent of the Mind, and 
affects a Man's Heart ſo, that he cannot reſt till 
he hath Chrit; and when he ſees his Need of 
Him, he will not give over, *till he is ſure that he 
is reconciled to Him. Draw me, and 1 will run 
after Thee, ſaith the deſiring Soul: Here is meant 
uch a Drawing as is called the Teaching of Gop, 
'Fohn vi. 45. Te hall be taught of Gop: That is, 
when Gob comes to teach a Thing, He bowcjh 
the Will and Affections to do it. 


| Now there are three Means by which Gov 
doth uſually draw the Will. And 1. The Will is 
drawn, by being perſuaded what the miſerable 
Condition of a Man is, that is not yet come to 
Chr1/t, that hath not yet taken Him, that hath not 
got the Pardon of his Sins, that hath not got Ak 
ſurance that Chri/t hath. received him to Mercy. 
2. By being perſuaded of the Good that he ſhall 
get by coming to Chri/?. And 3. That he fhall 
not looſe his Labour, if he attempt to come to 
Him. 


Tre firſt Thing, I ſay, that draws us to Chrift, 
is to conſider how miſerable we are without Him. 
When a Man is perſuaded of that, and fees this 
Neceſſity laid upon him, of coming or periſhing, 


then he will come in. Therefore We ſay — Law 
r1yts 
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drives Men to Chri/t: And the Law doth it by 
ſhewing a Man his Sin, and the Curſe due to it. 
This draws him to conſider, that Gop is his Ene- 
my, that all the Creatures are his Enemies : For if 
Gop be thine Enemy, then needs mult all the 
Creatures be ſo, becauſe they turn with Him to 
and fro, as an Army turns at the Beck of the Ge- 
neral. Now for a Man to conſider that he hath 
Gop and the Creatures to be his Enemies, that 
every Thing works together for his Hurt; that 
Proſperity flays bim, and Adverlity is not a Medi- 
cine, but a Poiſon to him: That the Word, which 
is the Savour of Life to others, is the Sauaur of 
Death to him; that the Sacraments, which are a 
Means to convey Grace and Aſſurance to others, 
are a Means to convey Satan to his Heart; I fay, 
when a Man ſeriouſly conſiders this, when he ſeeth 
what Caſe he is in, and that he cannot live with- 
out Chri/t, this will be one Thing that will incline 


| the Will to take Chri/t, 


Ix the ſecond Place, we muſt find ſome Good, 
ſome Excellency in Chri/t; and this is the ſecond 
Thing that draws the Will. If we take Him, we 
{hall have all his Wealth, and all his Honour, all 
the Joy aud Pleaſure he can afford. We ſhall have 
all his Wealth; that is, go thro' the whole Univerſe, 
and ſee what there is profitable or comfortable to 
the Sons of Men, and all that is ours. Is not this 
a ſtrong Argument to move a Man to take Crit; 
That all the Angels in Heaven, all the excellent 
Minifters on the Earth (that are next to Angels) 
are all his Servants? All the World is his, both 
Life and Death ; that is, whatſoever belongs to 
this Life or another, all is for his Service. When 
tie Apoſte could ſay no more, he ſaid, Things pre- 
fent, or Things to come; for a Man ſhould look to 
both. As Heaven will not content him ny 

tne 
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the Things of this Life, ſo the Things of this Life 

will not content him without Heaven ; but when 

there is both, the Mind is ſatisfied. This then 

may well draw you, when you ſee how miſerable 

you are without Him, and that you ſhall gain ſo 
much by Him. 


Ix the third Place, If you ſeek for Chriſt, you 
ſhall find Him ; you ſhall not loſe'your Labour in 
attempting ; you ſhall be ſure to obtain. It is a 
great Means to encourage you to come unto Him, 
when you ſee you ſhall not fail. There is Nothing 
required on your Part, as you have heard before, 
but only an earneſt Hunger and "Thirſt after Him, 
He juſtifies the Ungadly. And therefore if any Thing 
hinder, it muſt be on Gop's Part. Now what 1s 
there on Gop's Part that hinders? He hath promi- 
fed, and He will not go from his Word : And 
therefore, when there is no Hindrance on either 
Part, why do you not believe? If you are willing 
to come, you are ſure to receive Him ; you ſhall 


have Remiſſion of all your Sins. 


CoNnSIDER what Chri did in the Days of his 
Fleſh; how he behaved himſelf then? Was He 
not exceeding gentle to all that came unto Him? 
Exceeding compaſſionate and pitiful? Ready to 
heal every one, ready to do any Thing that was 
requeſted of Him? That He denied not any that 
was importunate with Him? Do you think that 
He hath put off that Diſpoſition? Is He not the ſame 
fill? As it is in the Hebrews, Is He not a merci- 
ful High Prieſt ſtill? The Bowels of Compaſſion 
in Him melt over a ſtray ing Sinner, and He is rea- 
dy to receive him. His Bowels yearn within Him, 
and therefore doubt not but the Lox p will receive 


You, 
WHEN 
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WHEN all this is put together; when I ſee the 
Miſery of a Man without Chri/t; when [I ſee I 
ſhall be happy with Him; when I ſee it is of Ne- 
ceſſity; and, if I come, I ſhall certainly be receiv* 
ed, He cannot refuſe me; all this will help to per- 
ſuade me, This you ſhould learn to preſs upon 
your own Hearts. We that are the Miniſters of 
Ghri/?, are bound to preſs it upon you. He hath 
ſent us out to compel Men to come in, that his 
Houſe may be full. He commands us to go out 
into the Hakwrays, and into the Hedges, and com- 
tel Men to come in: That is, to be very importu- 
nate with them, promiſe them, threaten them, 
command them in the Name of Chri/t to come in. 
Gop would fain have his Houſe filled. He hats 
tilled his Fatlings : He would not have his Table 
ready, and have no Gueſts: He would have 
his Houſe filled, that his Table might not be pre- 
pared in vain; and that it may not be in vain, we 
are to invite you to this Marriage; we are to in- 
vite you to a Banquet. In a Banquet there is a 
Concourſe of all pleaſant Things. Such Things 
are in Chriſt. There is a Concourſe of all ſpiritual 
Joy and Comfort; of all precious Things you can 
tnd: And if you will come and take, ye ſhall have 
all his Jewels, all his Graces, to adorn you. Let 
this perſuade you to come in. 


Bur ſome may object, * If I come in, I muſt 
lole my Right Eye, or Right Hand; I muſt part 
with my Sins, which are as dear to me as theſe . 
Members.” It is true, we muſt do fo, but then 
we ſhall have Heaven for our Labour. If Heaven- 
be not worth the Loſing of a Right Eye, or a Right 
Hand, keep thine Eye ſtill; but if thou doſt, thou 
halt be ſure to go to Hell with it. There needs 
no other Anſwer; do but ſeriouſly conſider this; 
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if I will, I may keep this fleſhly Deſire; but it 
will certainly lead me to Hell. 


Bur, it may be further objected; © If I do thus, 
I muſt deny myſelf; and it is a difficult Thing for 
a Man to offer Violence to himſelf, to croſs him- 
ſelf in all his Defires; efpecially to croſs thoſe that 
are moſt rooted in the Soul, is very difficult. I 
anſwer, Chrift is worthy of all theſe: And thou 
ſhalt provide better for thyſelf by doing this. If a 
Man have a Diſeaſe, that cries hard to him to have 
ſuch and ſuch Things, it is Wiſdom for him to 
deny it, becauſe he nouriſheth that which would 
deſtroy him. A Man's Self is his Diſeaſe, and to 
indulge that, is his Deſtruction. That which you 
call yourſelf, is your Diſeaſe, and when you feed 
yourſelf, you feed your Diſeaſe; and therefore every 
one is to be ruled by the Phyfician' Advice, who 
teacheth to do otherwiſe, even to deny Self daily. 


YE have now heard the firſt Point; that Righ- 
teouſneſs is revealed and offered in the Goſpel, to 
as many as will take it: As alſo the Second; that 
it is by Faith we are made to partake of this Righ- 
teouſneſs. The third Point that we are now to 
handle is this, that, Faith admits Degrees, and evt- 
y Chriftian ought to grow from Degree to Degree. 


T r1s Propoſition hath two Parts: 1. That there 
are Degrees of Faith. 2. That we ought to grow 
from Degree to Degree. 


FirsT, There are Degrees of Faith. As there 
are two Acts of Faith; one whereby we take 
Chri/t, which we call a direct Act, whereby we 
truly lay Hold on Him, and receive Him as our 
Loxp and Saviour; the other whereby we know 


we have received Hi im, called a reflex Act, which 
| 1s 


. So Oo © 


„ OG a5 © 


» i , * thu 


a. 


we. 0 "0" OPS. JO vv 


Pp 


Fal TH and Love. 279 


is Aſſurance, ſo both theſe receive Degrees. The 
firſt Act of Faith receives Degrees in three Re- 
ſpects; the laſt in one Reſpect. 


Trae firſt Act of Faith, by which we take 
Chrift offered unto us, admits this firſt Degree; in 
Reſpect of Perſuaſion. There is a great Degree of 
Perſwaſton, that Chriſt is ofter'd, and that He is 
ours; and there is a leſs Degree of Perſuaſion alſo. 
'Tis true we find this propoſed in the Word, that 
Chrift is given to us; now tho? all real Believers 
are perſuaded of the Truth of this, yet are not all 
alike fully perſwaded of the Truth of it: And 
this we need not wonder at; for tho' it be Faith, 
and though the Perſuaſion be true, and good, and 
firm, yet notwithſtanding it may admit of Degrees, 
elſe any Man might object: 


« Ir a Man be fully perſuaded, what needs he 
more? If he be not fully perſuaded, it is not 
Faith.” I anſwer, there are Degrees in the very 
Perſuaſion, tho! the Perſuaſion be good and true. 
As for Example; A Man may ſee a Thing by a 
little, glimmering Light, but when there come 
more Gandles, he may fee more clearly, although 
he ſaw it certainly before: So we may behold the 
Promiſes of Gop, and apply them to ourſelves, 
and yet this may admit more Degrees. When 
there is more Light, and more Arguments, when 
the Spirit of Adoption ſpeaks more clearly and fully 
to us, there may be a greater Degree of Perſuaſion: 
And therefore that Objection, That either it is 
not Faith, if there be Doubting; or, if it be firm 
in a Man, he needs no more, is not true. There 
is a full Perſwaſion, mention'd Col. ii. 2. which 
mtimates, that there is a leſſer Degree of Faith 
than that: As, you know, a Ship may be car- 
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ried with a gentle Gale of Wind, as well as with 
a ſtronger Gale, tho” it go not quite ſo faſt. So like- 
wiſe there is a little Faith mentioned Matt. xiv. 
31. where our Saviour ſaid to Peter, I/hy deft 
then daubt? Certainly Peter believed, or elſe he 
could not caſt himſelf upon the Water; and yet 
there was Doubting mingled with his Faith. 


SECONDLY, The direct Act of Faith admits 
Degrees in Regard of the Difficulty of the Things 
that are to be believed. As for Example, Martha 
and Mary, both believed in Chri/t when he feaſted 
with them; but when Lazarus was dead, and had 
been in the Grave four Days, it put them to a 
Stand to think how Chri/? could raiſe him again to 
Life : Now if they had been able to believe this, 
there had been a greater Degree of Faith. That 
was it that magnified Abraham's Faith ſo; that when 
he- was commanded. to go and offer his Son, the 
Son in whom Gop had promiſed that his Seed 
ſhould be blefſed, who was called The Son of the 
Premiſe, he believed that what Gop had promiſ- 
cd, He was able alſo to perform, 5 
this ſo great Difficulty, however to mere car 
Reaſon, the Thing ſeem'd impoſſible. Here was 
a great Degree of Faith, becauſe there was great 
Difficulty. 


THriRDLy, The direct Act of Faith admits De- 
grees in Regard of the Extent of it; when there 
are more Things revealed: Thus the Righteorſne/s 
of Gon 1s revealed from Faith to Faith; that is, the 

ighteouſneſs of Chri/t was revealed in the Time 
of the Law and the Prophets: It was revealed ob- 
ſcurely, and there was a little Faith among the 
Jetus to believe it was enough to ſave them; but 
in the Days of the latter Prophets, when the Time 


drew nearer, there were greater mn 
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their Faith was greater. So the Apoſtles, when 
Chrift was upon Earth, had a Degree of Faith, but 
when Chri/t aſcended, then there were more Reve- 
lations, then they grew from Faith to Faith, be- 
cauſe they grew from Revelation to Revelation; 
then the dpf of Gop was ſent into their Hearts 
to reveal all Things, and to lead them into all 


Truth. 


LasTLY, the Reflex Act of Faith that gives 
Aſſurance, that pacifieth and comforteth the Heart, 
by which we know and are perſwaded that we have 
taken Chriſt, and that our Sins are forgiven, ad- 
mits likewiſe of Degrees. And here, as the Evi- 
dences of Sanctification are more, ſo is the Aſſur- 
ance; as the Apoſtle ſaith, the Hirit wwitneſſeth to 
our Spirits, We have Need of the Light of the. 
$pirit, to judge of the Sincerity of the Graces we 
have; and as we receive more and more of this 
Light, ſo we grow by Degrees from Aſſurance to 
Aflurance. 


Now for the ſecond Part of the Propoſition, 
that we muſt grow from Degree to Degree: For 
as Faith admits of Degrees, > we muſt labour to 
grow in all theſe Degrees. 


FiksT, We muſt labour to grow to a more full 
and firm Aﬀent to the Truth of the Goſpel Promi- 
ſes; by that Means we ſhall draw nearer to Chris, 
and receive Him in a greater Meaſure. The 
ſtronger the Aſſent is, that we give to the Promiſes 
of Gop, wherein he aſſures us of the Pardon of 
our Sins, wherein Chri/t is offered freely unto us, 
the more we take Chri/t; and fo the Union is 
greater between us; we are link'd and knit to- 
gether, and married, as it were, in a greater De- 
gtee. ö 
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SECONDLY, We muſt labour to grow in the 
Belief of hard Things propounded with ſlender 
Arguments, as well as of eaſy I hings, which is 
the ſecond Thing wherein Faith admits Degrees; 
tor this is very profitable. I will give you but theſe 
two Inſtances. You know what Moſes loſt, and 
what Abraham got: Moſes loſt Canaan, he loſt the 
Honour of carrying in the People, he loſt the Ho- 
nour of concluding his Work, when he had taken 
ſq much Pains, and all for Want of Faith, becauſe 
he did not believe when he ſtruck the Rock. Abra- 
bam believed Things that were of a high and diffi- 
cult Nature: You ſee what he got by it: For this 
Cauſe, faith the LorDp, I will do thus and thus, 
becauſe thou haj? not ſpared thine only Son. This is 
repeated, Rom. iv. Abraham being ſtrong in Faith, 
gave Glery to Gop: And therefore you ſee, Ara- 
ham is (et above all Men; he is called the Father 
of all the Faithful, becauſe he believed in God in 
19 great a Matter. This you ſhall gain, if you 
will believe; it will bring you a great Reward, yea, 
it will not only bring a Reward, ſuch as Abraham 
had, but it will bring Increaſe of the ſame. Faith. 
GoD will reveal more and more to. you, and give 
vou more of his Spirit, as He did to Nathanael: 
Relieveſt thou for this, ſaith Chrijt? Thou ſhalt 
tee greater Things than theſe. 


TrirDLyY, With * to the Extent of Faith; 
we ſhould labour to be filled full of Faith, by ſtu- 


dying the Word much; for therein will Gop re- 
veal this Increaſe. 


LASTLY, Labour to get fult Aſſurance; for the. 
more Aſſurance you have the more Love you 
have: And you ſhall do the more Work, when. 
once you are aſſured that your Labour ſhall not be 
in vain the LORD ; and likewiſe be ſtabliſhed ＋ 

Wen- 
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well-doing. A Man will never hold out and be 
conſtant, till he come to have Aſſurance that he 
{hall not loſe his Reward. 


I EXHORT you, therefore, to grow in Faith, 
Content not yourſelves with a ſmall Meaſure, Be- 


lieve fully and aſſuredly that your Sins are forgiven. 


you; believe fully the Grace that is given you thro' 
Chriſt; truſt perfectly in the Grace brought in by 
Cbriſt It is our Fault that we do it not; and 


hence it is that our Joy is weak, our Grace is 


| weak. Truſt perfectly, that your Foy may be full, 


that you may have full Communion and Fellow- 
ſhip with Chriſt. The Benefit is exceeding great 
when you truſt perfectly, and why will you not? 
Why ſhould you limit the Holy one 9 Iſrael, whoſe 
Mercy and Goodneſs is as his Majelty ? 


Ir you grow in Faith, you ſhall grow likewiſe 
in Joy ; and that is a Thing which we have con- 


tinual Need of; that is of hourly Uſe to comfort. 


and ſtrengthen us, and to make us abound in the 
Works of the Lox D; that helps us to go through 
all Variety of Conditions; that enables us to a- 
bound and to want, to paſs through geod Report and 
cuil Report, to ſuffer and endure Perſecution. Now 
that the more you grow in Faith, che more ycu 
will grow in Joy, you may learn from the Apoſtle, 
Rom. xv. 13. The Go of Peace fill you with all 
Joy by Believing : So then the more we believe, 
the more Joy, the more Conſolation we have. 


As Alx, The more you grow in Faith, the 
more you ſhall gain the Favour of Gop, the more 
= ſhall win his Love. There is Nothing in the 

orld doth ſo much win the Favour of Gop as a 
great Degree of Faith : And therefore, (tho' thou 
mayſt be ſaved with a leſs Degree, yet) that _ 

may 
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mayſt be in a greater Degree of Favour, ſeek more 
Faith. Though it may be reckoned but a ſmall 
Matter to have a great Degree of Gop's Favour, 
yet it is the greateſt * in the World. There 
is nothing that cauſeth Gop to fet ſo much by us 
as Faith. When Jacob got the Name of J/rae!, 
when he prevailed with Gop, certainly it was the 
greateſt Bleſſing that ever he had; and this he ob- 
tained, becauſe he then ſhewed the greateſt Faith 
that ever he did. It was his ſtrong Faith that pre- 
vailed with Gop. Therefore, the more Faith you 
have, the more Gop prizeth yau. It is this that 
wins his Love. 


AGAIN, the more Faith you have, the more 
Glory you bring to Gop. If there be much Faith, 
there will be much Fruit. Herein is my Father 
glorified, (faith Chrift) that you bring forth much 
Fruit. Faith is the Root of all Grace. Get much 
Faith then, if you will bear much Fruit, and bring 
much Glory to Gop. If a Man have but a little 
Faith, tho” he brings forth ſome Fruit, yet there 
will be Something wanting : But when a Man is 
an eminent Believer, when he is confpicuous in 
Faith, when he is as a great Light that every 
Man turns his Eye to, then he is a Tree that 
brings forth much Fruit of Righteouſneſs, and 


herein God is glorified. 
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FAITH and LOVE. 


PART H. 
Of EP ECTVAL FAITH. 


1 THEss. i. 3. 


ow Remembring your effeftual Faith, 


F the Verſe foregoing, the Apoſtle writes thus: 
We give Thanks always for you all, making 
Mention of you in our Prayers without ceaſing. 
Here he tells the The/alonians, that he not only 
prays for them, but likewiſe in his Prayer gives 
Thanks for them; and that not only once or twice 
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and no more, or now and then by Fits, but he 
continued to do it, he did it conſtantly ; making 
mention of you in my Prayers, (ſays he) without 
ceaſing. Then he names the Particulars for which 
he gave Thanks, which were theſe three: 1. For 
their EfeFFual Faith; 2. For their Diligent Love; 
And, 3. For their Patient 1 And theſe three 
Graces he ſetteth forth three Ways. 


FiRsT, From the Property which diſtinguiſheth 
the true Faith from falſe Faith, the true Love from 
falſe Love, and the true Hope from falſe Hope. 
As if he had ſaid, I give not Thanks for every 
Faith, but for ſuch a Faith as is cual (That 
is the Property by which the Truth of Faith is 
diſcerned.) Again, not for every Love, but for 
ſuch a Love as is laborious, (for fo the Word ſigni- 
fieth). Thirdly, not for every Hope, but for ſuch 
a Hope as makes you patient, (that is the Charac- 
ter by which you are to know true Hope). And 
this is the firſt Way whereby he-deſcribeth- theſe 


Graces. 


 SeconDLy, He deſcribeth them from the Ob- 
ject upon which theſe Graces are placed, and that 
is Jeſus Chriſt our Lorp : So that he ſays thus 
much; I give Thanks for the Faith you have 
in Chr:/?, for the Love you have towards Him, 
for the Hope you have of what He will do for you: 
Or, I give Thanks for that Faith, for that Love, 
for that Hope, that hath Chri/t for the ObjeRt of it, 


Thru, He deſcribeth theſe Graces from the 
Sincerity of them: I give Thanks for all theſe 
Graces that you have in the Sight of Gop, not in 
the Sight of Man only ; as if he ſhould have faid; 
Many go for Believers in Gop, and for Lovers of 


Gop, and Men judge them ſo to be; but your 
really 
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really ſo in the Sight of Gon, not only in the 
Sight of Men; not only in your own Apprehen- 
ſion, but in good Earneſt, in Sincerity. 


I NEED not ſay more for the Opening of the 
Words, We will come then to the firlt Thing 
for which the Apoſtle gives Thanks, on the Theſſa- 
lenians Behalf; and that is, Efe&ual Faith: I will 
therefore deliver to you this Point; that That Faith 
that ſaves us, muſt be effettual. 


HavinG faid ſo much of Faith, that it is that 
which ſaveth Men; and that there is no more requir-- 
ed of you, but to take the Git of Righteouſneſs; only 
that you receive Chri/t; that you only accept of 
that Juſtification, which Gop is ready to give to 
every Man, be he never ſo ungodly; leſt any Man 
ſhould be deceived, in Ws --4 that if he have 
but a naked Apprehenſion, and no more, he ſhall 
do well enough, I have choſen this Text, that you, 
may know what Kind of Faith it is, that is re- 
quired of us, in order to Salvation. 


SAINT Paul, by uſing the Word Efe&ual, in. 
this Place, intimates to us, that there is a Faith 
which is not effectual. We ſee, throughout the 
Scriptures, much Mention made of a certain Faith, 
which Men had, which yet was not a faving Faith. 
We ſee, many came and believed on our — 
but He would nat commit Himſelf to them: For He 
tnew what was in their Hearts, Here was Faith; 
uy further, it was ſuch as had ſome Effect too, 
(for it made them come to Him) and yet, for all 
this, it was not ſuch a Faith as Gon accepts; it 
was not effectual. So there came many that were 
invited to the Wedding, ſo that the Houſe was full; 
but yet every Man Jad not a Wedding Garment. 


They had a certain Faith which brought a 
e 
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the Houſe, but they had not the Wedding Gar- 
ment; that is, they had not ſuch a Faith as could 
bring forth in them a conjugal Affection, which is 
the Wedding Garment. 


SEEING then, there is a Faith that is not effec- 
tual, we have the more Need to look to our own, 
As a Tradeſman when he hears that there are fo 
many counterfeit Wares in the World, will be 
more careful how he chooſes; ſo we ſhould look 
the better to our Faith, ſeeing there is ſo much 
falſe Faith in the World. "Therefore to open this 
Point, I will, I. ſhew the Cauſe, why there is ſo 
much uneftectual Faith. II. What it is for Faith 
to be effectual. III. The Reaſons why Gon will 
accept no other Faith; or, why we cannot be fav- 
ed, unleſs we have ſuch a Faith. 


I. TRE Reaſons why the Faith of many is un- 
effectual, you will find to be Five. Firſt, The 
Taking of Chriſt upon Miſ-information. Secondly, 
The Taking Him out of Fear. "Thirdly, The 
Taking Him more for Love of his Benefits, than 
of his Perſon. Fourthly, Want of Humiliation. 
Fifthly, Becauſe Faith is not grounded aright. To 
ſpeakof theſe more particularly: 


FirRsT, The Uneffectualneſs of Faith ariſeth 
upon our Taking of Chri/t upon Miſ-information, 
when we know not who it is that we take. Many 
do as the young Man that came running to Chri/t; 
he came haſtily, and made Account to be his Fol- 
lower, till Chrif? let him know, what it was to 
follow Him; that if he would be his Servant, be 
muſt- ſell all that he had: That is, take up his 
Croſs, deny himſelf daily, and part with All, or 
any Thing for his Sake: And then he went away 
forrowing. Therefore ſaith* Chr:/t, Let him = 

buil, 
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builds a Houſe, ſet detun before what it will cf. If 
a Man confiders not beforehand what Chri/t looks 
for at his Hands, it will go hard with him. For 
a Man can hardly endure, to be ſcofted at, to have 


every Man his Enemy, to part with all his Friends, 


to live a deſpiſed Man, to ſuffer Perſecution, that 
the End of one Perſecution ſhould be the Beginning 
of another, and the End of one Suffering, the Be- 
ginning of another. Again, becauſe Men conſi- 
der not beforchand, that they muſt crucify the 
Fleſh with the Affections and Luſts, when they 
are urged to this, they revolt; they cannot bear to 
have their inward Luſts and Deſires ſo mortihed, 
to be ſo ſtrait-laced in every Thing. Hence many, 
in good Moods, will embrace Religion; but we 
ſoon ſee an End of it. When Chrift came to Je- 
ru/alem, how ready were the People to receive Him, 
with Bleſſed is He that cemeth in the Name of the 
Loxp? But how ſoon were they gone again? So, 
many young Comets, are ready to take upon them 
the Profeſſion of Chrijt; but when they fee that 
Uri and the World, Chri/t and Pleaſures cannot 
ſtand together, then they go back, and their Faith 
proves ineffectual. 


A SECOND Cauſe of the Uneffectualneſs of Faith 
1s, when Men take Chr:/t out of Fear. Many there 
are, that, when Gop afirights them a little with 
the Terrors of the Law, when their Conſciences 
are troubled, when they begin to apprehend Hel, 
%o long as they are in ſuch a Condition, are willing 
to take Chri/?; but as ſoon as there is an End ot 
thoſe Terrors, there is an End of their Religion, fo 
that their Faith proves ineffectual. Phareak, when 
he was in the preſent Strait, would do any Thing; 
o many Men while they are under great Croſles, 
Afflictions, and Diſgraces in the World, will be 
religious; but let them have Peace and Proſperity 
Main, and they will forget Gop. When a Man 
n Aa comes 
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comes to apprehend Death, what will he do for 
Salvation at ſuch a Time? A Merchant though he 
loves his Goods never ſo well, yet when the Ship i; 
ready to fink, will caſt them out; he is willing 
to loſe them, rather than to loſe his Life: 80 
when a Man comes to ſtand in the Gate of De- 
ſtruction, when he ſecs Heaven and Hell before 
him, he. is ready to do any Thing then, not be- 
cauſe he loves Cir:/?, but to fave himſelf. He i; 
then very forward to make Promiſes; but as they 
proceed from Fear, they are not laſting. 


THriRDLyY, when Men take Chri/t, not out cl 
Love to his Perſon, but out of Love to thoſe Ad- 
vantages they ſhall have by Him, this make 


Faith ineffectual. Men do in this Caſe, as thoſe 


that marry for Wealth; if they mits of the Money, 
they care for their Wives no longer: So when Men 
lol at nothing but Heaven, disjoined from Chri/t; 
or, when they look for great Matters by Chri/t in 
this World, and find it quite otherwiſe, then they 
are ready to ſlip from Chriſ again. Theſe Men 
teek Mercy, not Grace. If they can be but aſſur- 
ed, that it ſhall go well with them, this is all they 
look for; but as for Grace to be enabled to obey 
Chriſt in all Things, to repair the Image of Gop in 
their Hearts, they defire it not. They enquire 
not, What Excellency, and what Beauty is there 


in Chriſt; what is He, that we ſhould love Him! 


But, What Good ſhall we get by Him? Whereas, 
thoſe that take Chriſt in good Earneſt, look upon 
the Excellencies of Chrift, as He is conſidered in 
himſelf: Not that the other is excluded: For we 
may look at the Advantages, that we have by Him, 
but not upon them alone, 


FoURTHLY, Faith proves ineffectual for Want 


of Preparation, and Humiliation that ſhould wy 
ole 
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fore it. Moſes ſaith, The LoRD your Gop will cir- 
cumciſe your Hearts, and then you ſhall laue Him with 
all your Soul, and with all your Strength. Deut. xxx. 
6, As if he had ſaid, it is impoſſible you ſhould 
cleave to Gop, and love Him with all your Hearts, 
except firſt your Hearts be circumciſed; therefore 
the LoRD your Gop will circumciſe your Hearts; 
that is, He will humble you, He will break your 
Hearts, He will take away thoſe ſinful Deſires, that 
abounded in your Hearts before; and when that 1s 
done, then you ſhall love the Lok p in good Ear- 
neſt. Now, if a Man come to take Chriſt before 
he be thus circumciſed, he takes Him in vain, 
he takes Him fo, as that he cannot hold Him. 
When Men come to Chi, before the Law hath 
veen a ſufficient Schoolmaſter to them, they care 
not for Him ; they take Him negligently, and there- 
fore they hold Him not. Before Chr:i/t came into 
tze World, He would have Way made before Him: 
50, before He will come into a Man's Heart, the 
Mountains muſt be brought down, the Spirit of 
Eliat muſt make Way; that is, there muſt be a 
ſharp Miniſtry to ſhew Men their Sins, that: they 
may be throughly humbled, and prepared, or clſe 
they will never take Chri/# ſo as to keep cloſe to 
Him. Till a Man be ſoundly humbled, he never 
accounts Sin to be the greateſt Evil; and *till he 
do that, he never accounts Chriſt to be the greateſt 
Good; and if a Man do not reckon Chri/t to be 
the chief Good of all, there will be ſomewhat, 
which will be eſteemed before Him; and when that 
comes, he lets go Chri/?. But when there is a 
found Humiliation, which makes a Man prize Chr:/? 
above all Things, then Faith proves effectual; a 
Man goes through with the Work; he cleaves ſo 
to Chri/t, as that he will not part with Him: But 
for Want of this, becauſe Way is not made, be- 
cauſe the Mountains are not brought down, becauſe 
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the Miniſtry is not ſharp enough to prepare them, 
hence it is that their Faith is vain, and Comes to 
nothing. 


FiFTHLY and laſtly, The Faith of Men often 
proves ineffectual, becauſe it is not well grounded; 
they take to themſelves a Perſuaſion of the Remiſ- 
ſion of their Sins, upon an uncertain Foundation; 
they are not built upon the Rock: They take 
Ghrif?, but they are not well-bottom'd : For there 
is a certain falſe Perſuaſion, which is nothing elle, 
but a ſtrong Fancy, which makes a Man think his 
Sins are forgiven; but when it comes to Exami- 
nation, he can give no ſound Reaſon for it. When 
Men take Cl, in this Manner, and perſuade 
themſclves that their Sins are remitted, this Per- 
fuaſion having no good Ground, continues not. A 
falſe Perſwaſion drove them to Chri#, and a con- 
trary Wind will drive them f: om Him again, 


II. Haviss thus ſhewn Ge Cauſes of the Un- 
eſfectualneſs of Faith; I am next to declare unto you, 
What it is that maketh Faith effectual. And here 
we will ſhew you three Things: 1. In what Senſe 
it is called eeAual Faith: For the very Opening 
of this Word, which the Apoſtle uſeth, will open a 
Window to us, to ſee into the Nature of the Thing 
itfelf. 2. We will ſhew you particularly and diſ- 
tinctly, wherein this Effectualneſs of Faith conſiſts. 
3. We will ſhew you how this Faith is made ef- 
tectual in us. 


1. Fox the Opening of the Word, Ef+ual, 
in Order to ſhew the Nature of Effectua Faith: 
You mult note, that a Thing is faid to be effe27ua!, 
in four Reſpects: 


FirsT 
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FixsT, We ſay a Thing is Matual, when it 
doth its Office, when it exercifeth its proper Func- 
tion; and when it doth not that, then we ſay it is 
uneſfectual. In this Senſe, Faith is ſaid to be ef- 
{-ual, when it doth the Thing that Gop expects 


of it, and that is, to take Chriff. If Faith then 


take Chriſt, it is effectual. But to ſhew you a lit- 
tle further, what this proper Function of Faith 
is: It is, when a Man is ſo far perſuaded of the 
Truth of the Promiſes, that he is willing to take 
Chri/t; and tho' there be ſome Doubtings, yet, it 
Faith come ſo far as to pitch on Chriſi, to chuſe 
Him, to take Him, it is effectual. Now, if you 
would know what it is to pitch on Chriſt, and to 
take Him, though there be ſome Doubt, or ſome 
Fear, you ſhall know it by this: If a Man have fo 
taken Him, that he is ſtill growing, his Faith is (till 
prevailing, ſtill overcoming thoſe Doubts and Fears 
from Day to Day, tho' it be not perfect, yet it is 
faving and effectual Faith. It is fo far from being 
true, that Faith muſt needs be without all Doubt- 
ing at firſt, that we may boldly ſay, generally it 
is not Faith, except it have Doubting, unleſs there 
be ſome Fears, unleſs there be ſome Troubles 
within, that ſtrive againſt it. For certainly, there 
s no Man that ordinarily hath perfect Faith at the 
rſt, ſo as to ſet his Heart fully at Peace. Where 
there is all Peace, where there is no Queſtioning, 
where the Heart is not perpiexed and troubled, it 
is a Sign the ſtrong Man poſſeſſeth the Houſe whol- 
ly. Therefore mark this Point to your Comfort, 
that if there be but ſo much Faith, as will pro- 
duce this Work of taking Chri/?, though there be 
tome Doubtings mingled with it, yet it is properly 
eftetual Faith. 


SECONDLY, A Thing is faid to be efe ual, as 
it is oppoſed to that which is vain and empty; to 
Aa 3 chat 
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that which is but a Shadow of it, not the Thing 
indeed. So Faith is ſaid to be effectual, when it 
is true, real, and ſubſtantial; when it is oppoſed 
to vain Faith, or a mere eroundleſs Imagination, 


TriRDLY, A Thing is ſaid to be effectual, 
when it is active: If a Pilot in a Ship, fat ſtill and 
do Nothing there, we may lay, he is an uneftec- 
tual Pilot: So when Faith does not ſhew itſelf in 
the Fruits of it, this is uneffectual Faith; whereas 
t aich ſhould be in the Soul, as the Soul is in the 
Body, ſtill ſtirring and ſhewing itſelf by Motion, 
Faith then is ſaid to be effettual, when it is lively, 
fruitful, and active in the Soul of Man. 


LAS x of all, a Thing is ſaid to be effectual, 
* hen it goes through with the Work that it hath 
in Hand; ſo that Faith is ſaid to be effectual, that 
goes thro' with the Work it undertakes; that ſanc- 
tifieth the Heart throughout in Reſpect of Parts, 
andi in Regard of Time; ſuch a Faith as overcomes 
Sin, and perfects the W ork of our Salvation; in 
theſe four Senſes Faith is faid to be ectual. And 
this is the firſt Thing. 


Tur ſecond Thing which we: undertook, 
was to ſhew you wherein the Effectualneſs of Faith 
conſiſts. And that is, 1. In having the Prepara- 
tion ſound and full, that makes Way for it. 2. 
In having «he Underſtanding clear; that is, when 
a Man believeth the Promiſes upon ſure Grounds, 
and ſeeth them diſtinctly. 3. In a right Taking 
of Chrift. 4. In that it turns not only the Will, 
but all the Affections; and ſhoots itſelf into Life 
and Practice. But to be more particular: 


FRS r, Faith is effectual, when there is a good 


Way made for it; when there is ſound Humilia- 
| tion 
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tion going before it, ſuch as makes a Man fit for 
the Kingdom of Gop. When a Man is not thro'ly 
humbled to know what Sin is, and what theWrath 
of GoD is, he is not fit for the Kingdom of Gop; 
but if he come to Chr:/f, if he begin to believe, 
he will go back again. This is that which is re- 
quired. 1 there be any worthy, let your Peace come 
upon them: That is, if there be any, when you 
come to preach the Goſpel, that are fo far broken 
and humbled, ſo far convinced of their Sins, by 
the Operation of the Hey Gheft, that they prize 
me ſo, that they will not let me go for any Thing, 
ſuch a Man is worthy of me, and your Peace ſhall 
come upon him: It ſhall come effectually upon 
him, abide with him, and fave his Soul forever. 
So, I ſay, this Preparation is the firſt Thing where- 
in effectual Faith conſiſts: Not that it is the very 
ſame Thing as Believing ; but yet it is that, with- 
out which Faith can never be ſound and effec- 
tual, 


SECONDLY, When there is. ſuch a Preparation 
made, yet if a Man's Underſtanding fee not the 
Truth of the Promiſe ſo clearly that he can build 
on it, his Faith will not be eftectual. Therefore 
when he. hath the firſt Ground right, the next 
Thing that a Man muſt do, is to believe the Scrip- 
tures, to know that they are the ſure Word of 
Gon. Aſter that, he muſt conſider the Promiſes, 
and examine them, and being fully convinced of 
the Truth of them, muſt appropriate them to him- 
lelf, ſo as to be able to ſay, ** I find the Scriptures 
true ; I find theſe Promiles in the Scriptures ; 1 be- 
lieve them; I find Chriſt offered to every Creature 
under Heaven ; I find that even I have a Warrant 
to take Him; I find that He is mine, and I am his.” 
And when Men thus. believe ; when they know 


Chrift to be theirs; then they may be truly 9 
uilt, 
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built, to be grounded in Faith. This is that that 

ahn ſaith, 1 John i. 19. Ve know that we are 
of Gon; that is, it is not a Thing that we are un- 
certainly perſuaded of; but we know it as certain- 
ly as any Man knows a Thing that is before his 
£; es. And when the Underſtanding of a Man 
is — clear and built upon the Word ; this is the 
ſecond Thing wherein the Effectualneſs of Faith 


conſiſts. 


THIRDLY, the third Things, wherein the Effi- 
cacy of Faith conſiſts, is, when we rightly take 
Chri/t; that is, when the Will takes Him out of 
Love; not out of Fear, not for Advantage only, 
nor out of Miſtake; when we take Him in ſuch a 
Manner, as that we are knit and united to Him, 
as the Soul of Jonathan was to David, and are con- 
tent. to leave Father and Mother, and all that is 
dear in this World and to become one Spirit with 
Him. Now, Lay, when you ſo take Chriſt, that 
E bring Him into your Hearts, as it is expreſſed 

ph. iii. 17. That Chriſt may dwell in your Hearts 

Y Faith: That is, when there is ſuch an Union 
2 between Chri/t and us thro Faith, that He 
comes into our Hearts, and lives there, and we are 
fo united to Him, that we live in Him; then it is 
an effectual Faith. 


FouRTHLY, there is a further Act to make 
Faith effectual, and that is the Turning of the 
whole Soul, and Shooting of it forth in our whole 
Lives and Practice; the Doing of the Things that 
Chrift commands. In Chrift Jefus neither Circun- 
* auaileth any thing, nor Uncircumciſion, but 

aith that worketh by Love. Gal. v. 6. As if the 
Apoſtle had ſaid, many will be ready to believe in 
Crit, but will do Nothing + for Him, they will 


not work. Now Working is in doing, or in ſut- 
fering 
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fering: For in ſuffering there is a Work as well as 
in doing, only it is a Work of more Difficulty. 
Or, if they will do any Thing for Cora it is not 
out of Loves but for other Reſpects: Perhaps out 
of ſome Flaſh or good Mood. To work out of 
Love, is the Property of effectual Faith. When 
Faith hath once taken Chriſi, it muſt ſhoot itſelf 
into all the Aﬀections; and when they are all ſet 
on Work, Endeavour will follow. If the Will be 
ſet on Work, the reſt will follow after it. Love 
will follow, Defere after Chri/t will follow, Fear to 
offend Him will follow, Repentance and Turning 
from Satan will follow, Bringing forth good Fruits 
and Obedience will follow. Therefore it is that you 
find the Promiſes made ſo promiſcuouſly, ſometimes 
to one Thing, ſometimes to another: Sometimes, 
he that repenteth ſhall be ſaved: Sometimes, he that 
b:lieveth thall be ſaved: Sometimes, he that obeyerh 
ſhall be ſaved: becauſe when Faith is effectual, it 
hath all theſe with it. Ne p 


Tas third and laſt Thing I propoſed was, to 
ſhew how Faith is made effectual in us. It is made 
effectual by the Spirit of GoD. We are not able. 
to believe of ourſelves, nay, we are fo far from it, 
that we ſtrive againſt it; ſo that, if Gop Himſelf. 
put not his Hand to the Work, no Man can believe. 
You may think, when you ſee ſuch general Propoſt-, 
tons as theſe, that whoſoever believeth ſhall be ſaved, 
it is eaſy to bring this Home in particular, and to 
lay, This Pardon belongs to me. My Brethren, it 
is eaſy to ſay ſo, but another Thing for a Man in- 
deed to believe it. For a Man to take Chri/# ſo, 
as to deny himſelf; to take Him ſo, as to martify. 
his Lufts; ſo, as to take np bis Croſs; ſo, as to obey 
Chri/?, to follow, Him in all: Things, is more than 
any one can do, unleſs Gon Ray's him with his 


amighty Power. For the Heart of every Man by 
Nature, 


da 
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Nature, is ſo ſhut up againſt Chriſt, that it will 
give no Entrance to him. He may ſtand and knock 
long enough, unleſs Gop Himſelf break off the 
Bolts. Unleſs He burſt open theſe ever/afting Deoers, 
that the King of Glory may come in, we will not admit 
him, but keep him out. Every Man naturally hath 
an hard Heurt that cannot repent, that cannot turn 
from Sin. He will be content perhaps to take Him 
for a Saviour; but to take Him fo as to obey Him, 
to fear Him, to love Him; this no Man will do, 
or can do, unleſs the Holy Ghoſt enable him. 


Bur you will aſk, (How doth the Holy Ghoſt 
do it?” I anſwer by theſe three Acts: 1. By apply- 
ing the Law to a Man's Conſcience. 2. By ſhew- 
ing the Excellency and Riches of Chriff, And, 3. 
By bearing Teſtimony to our Spirits that thelc 
Riches are ours, 


FixsT, The Holy Ghoſt puts an Efficacy into 
the Law, and makes it powerful to work on the 
Heart, to make a Man poor in Spirit, that ſo be 
may be ft to receive the Goſpel. For the Law, 
tho” it be fit to humble a Man, yet it is no Work- 
er of SanRtification. If a Man were able to do 
any Thing, he were able to fee the Righteouſneſs 
the Law requires, and how far he is from it, and 
to diſcern the Curſe upon not doing of it, and yet 
this he is not able to do, without the Spirit of Bon- 
The Spirit of Bondage muſt make the Law 
ectual, as well as the Hyirit of Adoption doth the 
Goſpel: That is, except the Loxp Himſelf pres 
the Law on our Hearts, ſo as to cauſe it to make 
Sin appear to us, we, that are the Miniſters of 
Gop may difcover your Sins, we may ſhew you 
the Rectitude required in the Law, we may ſhew 
you 84 Danger, yet all will be to no Purpoſe. 


op ſharpen Sin, and cauſe it to uſe its — 
. en 


* 
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this makes a Man fit to receive Chri/t : Otherwile, 


if the Sons of Thunder ſhould {peak to Men, if we 
ſhould come in the Spirit and Power Elijah, nay, 
if Gop Himſclf ſhould thunder from Heaven, all 
would not move the Heart of a Man, all would not 
awaken him to ſce his Sins. We may as well ſhake 
the Earth, as ſtrike the Heart of a Sinner without 
the Work of Gop : For, though the Law be a 
Sword, yet unleſs Gop take that Sword into his 
Hand, and ſtrike therewith Himſelf, it ſhall not be 
able to wound a Sinner. "Therefore the firſt Work 
of the Holy Ghoſt is to awaken a Sinner, to ſct 
Sin upon him, that he may be fit to receive Chri/e. 


SECONDLY, when the Heart is thus prepared by 
the Spirit, then the Holy Ghoſt ſhews us what we 
have by Chriſi; He ſhews the unſearchable Riches of 
Chriſt, what is the Hope of our Calling, and the glo- 
riaus Inheritance prepared for the Saints, and what is 
the exceeding Greatneſs of his Peter in them that be- 
lieve. Eph. i. 19. 


You will ſay, perhaps a Man may ſee theſe 
Things without the Help of the Spirit. It is true 
in ſome Manner he may; but not in ſuch a Manner 
as ſhall affect him. You may read the Scriptures 
a thouſand Times over, you may underſtand them, 
E you ſhall not be affected with them, *till the 

loly Ghoſt ſhews them unto pay This is the 
Secret of Gop; He only revealeth theſe ſpiritual 
Things prepared for us in Chri/t, in ſuch a Manner, 
as that we ſhall love and embrace them. Gop not 
only ſhews us the Advantages we have by Chriff, 
but the Excellency of Chriſt, ſo as to make us in 
Love with his Perſon, as well as be ready to re- 
ceive the Privileges with Him. Ve have received 
the Spirit of Gop, ſays the Apoſtle, by which we 
inny the Things that are given us of GOD; they are 

re- 
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revealed to us by the Syirit: 1. Col. ii. 12. As if 


he had faid, if you ſaw them no more than other 
Men do, you would be no more affected with them, 
than they are: But when you have the Spirit of 
Gop to ſhew you the I hings that are given you 
of Gop, that is the Thing that works upon you, 
Therefore the LoRp taketh that as a Peculiar to 
- Himſelf: will write my Law in your Hearts: 
- hat is, I will make you affected with the Things 

at I ſhall ſhew you; and this is the Teaching of 


Oo 


THIRDLY, when the Heart is prepared by the 
Law, and hen theſe Things are ſo ſhew ed unto 
us, that we prize them, and long after them, there 
muſt be a third Thing; that is, to take them to 
ourſelves, to believe chat they are ours; and there 
needeth a Work of the Spirit for this too: For, 
tho' the Promiſes are never fo clear, yet, having 
Nothing but the Promiſes, you will never be able 
to apply them to yourſelves : But when the Holy 
Ghoſt ſhall fay, Chrift is thine, and theſe Things be- 
lang to thee; * the Spirit ſhall bear Witneſs 


with thy Spirit, by an immediate Work of his 


- own, that Gop is thy Father, then thou ſhalt be- 
lieve. This is neceſſarily required, and without 
this we ſhall not believe. 


Now the Holy Ghoſt bears Teſtimony to our 
Spirits two W aye. 1. By clearing of the Promi- 
ſes, and ſhining into our Hearts, with ſuch a Light 
as makes us able to diſcern, and to believe them. 
2. By an immediate Voice, by which He ſpcaxcth 
immediately to cur Spirits; ſo that we can ſay, 28 

they ſaid, Jahn xvi. 29. New Thou ſþ beg plain), 
ard ſpecleſi ns Perablez we underſtan < Thee fully. 
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'TiLL the Holy Ghoſt ſpeaks to us, we. are in 
a Cloud; God is hid from us, we cannot fee Him 
clearly; but when we have this Spirit of Adoption, 
to give us this Witneſs, then we believe plainly in- 
decd. Therefore in Jai. lvii. 19. the Lob faith, 
I create the Fruit of the Lips; Peace, Peace to him 
that is far off, and to him that is near: That is, 
the Miniſters may ſpeak Peace to you, but unleſs 
[add a Power of mine own to his Word; that is, 
ſuch an almighty Power as I uſed in the Creation, 
it ſhall never bring Peace to you. I create the 
Fruit of the Lips ; that is, the Words of the Mi- 
niſter to be Peace, otherwiſe they would be inet- 
fectual. Therefore, I fay, there muſt be a Work 
of the Spirit to a perſuade a Mangin ſuch a Caſe. 
Let a Miniſter come to them that are in Deſpair ; 
they will not apprehend” the Promiſes, tho' he uſe 
never ſo clear Reaſons, tho' he argue with them 
nertr ſo ſtrongly, *till Gop Himſelf open the 
Clouds, and ſend his Spirit into the Heart, to 
cive a ſecret Witneſs to him; till there be a Work 
of God's Spirit joining with the Promiſes, we find 
by Experience, our L is loſt in propoſing 
them. It is true, we ought to do this, and every 
Man is bound to look to the Word, becauſe Faith 
cometh by Hearing ; and to hearken to the Mini- 
iiry, for it is Gop's Ordinance to breed Faith in 
tie Heart; but yet *till there be a Work of the 
dpirit, a Man ſhall never be fo perſuaded, as to 
have any ſure Comfort. Chri/t may be offered, yet 
when a Man comes to apply Him to himſelf, he 
is no more able to do it, than a dead Man to ſtir 
himfelf, Therefore the fame Power that raiſed 
Corift from the Dead, is required to work Faith 
in our Hearts: It is as great a Work to move a 
Man's Heart to Chri/?, as to put Life into a dead 
Man, We are naturally as unapt-and backward to 
take Chriſt, as a dead Man is to receive Life. So 
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that when we preach, except there be a ſecret Voice 
of the Spirit of Chr:/t ſpeaking to Your Hearts, as 
we do to your Ears, and ſayi ing Came and take 
_ Chrift, no Man will come. 


III. You have now been ſhewn what effectual 
Faith is; whercin the Efficacy of it conliſts ; and 
how it is wrought, Now laſtly, we are to ſhew 
you the Reaſon why Gop accepts no Faith but that 
which is effectual. 


Tut Reaſons may be theſe four : 1. Becauſe if 
it be not eſfectual, it is not Faith at all; and if it 
be not Faith, it is no Wonder that He doth not ac- 
cept of it. I fay, it is no more Faith, than a dead 
Man is a Man : It hath only the Name and Sha- 
dow of Faith, and therefore Gop accepts it not. 


2. IF Faith be not effectual, there will be no 
Love; and therefore Gop cannot accept it: For 
He will fave none, unleſs they love Him, for that 
Condition is every where put in. ll Things ſhall 
work together for Good to them that love Him And 
He hath prepared a Crown for them that love Him. 


2. IF Faith be not effectual, it will not purity 
the Heart, and enable Men to deny all worldly 
Luſts, and to live ſaberly, righteouſly, and godiy in 
this preſent I/orld; and therefore GoD will not ac- 
cept of it: For unleſs this be done, the End of 
Chriffs Coming into the World, ſhould. be fruſ- 
trated: For, for this Cauſe was He manifeſted, 
75. it He might deſtrey the Works of the Devil, and 

r this End hath the Grace of Gon at peared, that 
len ſbould deny Ungodlineſs and worldly Lists: And 
for this End aid He ; give Himſelf, to jurify to Hin- 
{elf a peculiar Peepie zealous of good IWorks He 

Comes 
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comes to be a King, as well as a Saviour, to rule 
among his People, to have Men obey Him. 


4. LasTLy, If Faith be not effectual, it will 
not be operative and productive of good Works. 
Now good Works are required of Neceſſity, as the 
Way to Salvation. Mie are Gop' Workmanſhbip, 
created in Jeſus Chriſt unto god Works, which He 
hath ordained, that we ſhould walk in. them, Eph. 
ii. 10. Goyp judgeth us according to our Works, 
Rom. ii. 6. and at the laſt Day, the Reward will 
be pronounced according to that which Men have 
done. Therefore Gobp will accept of no Faith, 
but that which is active and fruitful, 


We come now to make ſome Uſe of what hath 
been faid : | 


FiRsT, If it be only an effectual Faith, which 
(0D accepteth, then this juſtifieth our Doctrine 
againſt the Papiſis, that ſay, we teach that only 
Faith juſtifieth, and require no good Works. I 
ſay, we teach, that not a naked, but an effectual 
Faith doth it. We both agree in this, that Works 
are neceſſarihy required to Salvation, that no Man 
ſhall fee Gop without Pureneſs of Heart, and In- 
tegrity of Life. We fay, Except Men mortify the 
Deeds of the Body by the Spirit, they ſhall die. But 
then here is the Difference: They ſay that Faith 
and Works both are required to juſtify ; we ſay, 
that Nothing is required but Faith; but we ſay, 
moreover * that it muſt be an effectual Faith, a 
Faith productive of good Works. 


Ir it be objected, «© That Works and Love are 
to Faith, as the Soul is to the Body: ( For as the 
Bedy without the Soul is dead, ſo Faith without Works 
is dead:) Therefore Faith juſtifieth not, but 

B b 2 Works:“ 
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Works:“ I anſwer; You take the. Compariſan 
amiſs: For the Scope of it is this; As a faullef 
Body is dead, and nothing worth; fo is a workleſ 
Faith. Ihe Meaning is not, that Works are as 
the Soul, and Faith as the Body; but, as a Man, 
when he looks upon a Carcaſs, and ſeeth no Life 
in it, no Pulſe, no Motion, no Senſe, knows ſuch 
a Body is Nothing worth: So when we ſee a Faith 
without Motion, that hath no. Pulſe, that hath no 
Expreſſion of Life in it, we know ſuch a Faith is 
of no Worth. 


HowE VER, tho' good Works be not required 
for Juſtification, yet this may be a Motive to per- 
form them; Gop rewards us, and afflifts us ac- 
cording to them. He is the Father, that judgeth 
every one accerding ts his IVorks, 1 Pet. i. 17. I hat 
is, if our Works be good, He is ready to reward 
us; and if we perſevere in Well-doing, the greater 
is our Reward; but if we fail, He is ready to chal- 
tiſe us. And not only this, but we require good 
Works of Neceflity, as well as the Papiſis. We 
ſay, you muſt have good Works, or elſe you can- 
not be finally ſaved; for except you have repented, 
except you have Love as well as Faith, Chri/t is not 
in you: And know yet not, that Chriſt Jeſus is in 
von, except ye be Reprobates? 2 Cor. iii. 5+ 


THe ſecond Uſe that we ſhould make of what 
has been ſaid, is this: If Nothing be accepted, but 
that Faith which is effectual, we ſhould learn hence, 
that if we will grow in Obedience, we muſt grow 
in Faith: For all Efficacy muſt come from Faith. 
Therefore, when you find any Coldneſs, any Weak- 
neſs, any Languiſhing, get an Increafe Faith, and 
all other Graces will grow. If you find you can- 
not pray, that your Knees are feeble, and you 


cannot run the Ways of Gop's Commandments; 
250 
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e, when the Branches are weak and withering, 
we uſe to dung the Root; ſo labour to ſtrengthen 
your Faith, and that will enable you to do all 


Things: 


Tuts will be of much Uſe to us in many Caſes. 
When a Sin is committed, we ſhould labour to re- 
cover ourſelves out of that Relapſe. But which is 
the Way? By labouring to get Aſſurance of the 
Forgiveneſs of it. Go to Gop to ſtrengthen thy 
Faith, and that is the Way to get out of Sin. 80 
if there be a ſtrong Luſt that thou art to grapple 
with, and canſt not get the Victory over; the Way 
x to get an Increaſe of Faith, an Increaſe of Aſſur- 
ance: For, the more Faith is increaſed, the more 
Love there is; the more the Heart is inclined to 
Gop, the more Ability there is to ſtrive againſt 
the Corruption that is in you. And again, if a 
Man find he wants Patience, Thankfulneſs, or 
any other Grace, the Way is not to read moral 
Writers, and ſeek Inſtructions from them; but go 
and ſtrengthen thy Faith, and that ſhall enable thee 
to do Wonders, far above all that the moſt accu- 
rate Moraliſt can teach you to do. To do otherwiſe, is 
but to water the Branches, and let the Root alone. 


Tux Buſineſs of us Miniſters ſhould be, to 
hy this main Foundation, and build up our Hear- 
ers in this, and the Reſt will follow. Paul, that 
great Maſter-Builder, in all his Epiſtles, Jays down 
the Foundation of Faith; and after that he deduc- 
eth Particulars, and buildeth on it. And your 
main Buſineſs is to conſider, Whether you have 
raith? And when you have that, then ſtrive againſt 
particular Vices, and adorn yourſelves with parti- 
ular Graces. For Want of this Foundation it is, 
tat we ordinarily find, that when Men reſolve to 
ave over their wicked Company, Drinking, Gam- 
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ing, and the like; it holds perhaps only for a. Day 

or two, it comes to Nothing, becauſe they go to 
work without Faith: Therefore when you have 
theſe Purpoſes, take the right Courſe; 2 to 
believe the Promiſes, to be aſſured, that you are 
tranſtated from Death to Life; and then your Pur- 
poſes will hold; and *tiil then, they are in vain, 


In the third Place; If Nothing pleaſe Go, but 
what comes from effectual Faith; then we ſhould 
learn to judge aright of our Works. There be 
many Works, that have a fair Shew in the View 
of Men, and perhaps in your own Opinion: But 
if there be not Faith in thoſe Works, Gop regards 
them not. When Abraham did that great Work, 
in offering his San, (the greateſt Work that is re- 
corded in the Book of Gop) yet, faith the Apoſtle 
there, Do ye not obJerge how Faith wrought with his 
I/orks? That is to ſay, If Faith had not ſet him 
on Work to do this; if Faith had not been the 
Spring to ſet this Wheel going, Gop had not ac- 
cepted this. So do whatſoever you will, further than 
Faith works with you in all that you do, Gop re- 
gards it not. Take the moſt excellent Works that 
can be performed, Gop ſets them at no higher a 
Price, than He finds Faith in them: He weighs 
by that: Therefore when you go about any Thing, 
labour to ſee that Faith ſet you to work. 


Now to do a Thing in Faith, is to do it out 
of Perſuaſion of Gop's Love to me, merely for his 
Sake whom J have choſen, to whom I give myſelf. 
He is one that I know loves me; and therefore, 
tho” there were no Reward for it, I would ſerve 
Him. This is a Work of Faith. And this 1 
properly Godlineſs. For what is Godlineſs, but 
that which is done to Gop? But ſuch Things, and 
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Him? Conſider, how it is with yourſelves; - If a 
a Man ſhould. do any Thing for you; yet, if you 
be perſuaded this comes not out of Love, nor of 
true Reſpect to you, whatſoever it be, you regard 
it not. If it be but a (mall Thing, if it be done 
out of Love, you reſpect it. So it is with Gop; 
Works that come from Faith and Love, (for thoſe 
[ reckon to be all one) thoſe He reſpects won- 
drouſly. 


EvERyY natural Man thinks, that Alms-deeds, 
and doing Good to the Poor, are good Works; 
but they ate not abſolutely ſo: We may do the 
greateſt Works of this Nature, and yet they may 
have no Excellency in them at all; and that be- 
cauſe they are not done in Faith. Again, they 
exclude common Actions of Life, as if they were 
not good Works; whereas even the ordin 
Works of our Calling, our ordinary Service from 
Day to Day, if it come from Faith, if it be done 
as to the Lokp, He accepts, and they are good 
Works indeed. We ſhould therefore learn to judge 
aright of our Works, to help us againſt the com- 
mon Opinion of Men. 


Ao Alx, Fourthly, if Faith be ſuch a Thing, 
that no Works are accepted without it, that no 
Branch will grow, except it come from this Root; 
= ſhould learn to judge aright, whether your 

aith be a right Faith, or no: And that you may 
know by this: | 


Wurz there is a true Faith, there is a ſecret- 
Perſuaſion wrought in the Heart, whereby Gop 
allures you that He is yours, and you are his; as 
you have it, Rev. ii. 17. To him that overcometh, 
will ] give that hidden Manna, and a white Stone, 
wth a uew Name written in it, that be only * 
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that receives it. Now would you know whether 
you have true Faith? See. Have you ever had any 
of that hidden Manna? Have you had a ſectet 
Perſuaſion of Gop's Love to you, which hath been 
as ſweet as Manna to you; which you hàve fed on, 
as the Iſruclites fed on Manna ; Which gives you 
Life, as Mama gave Life to them? Only this is 
a hidden Manna, it lies not abroad; others ſee it 
not, but your Hearts ſecretly feed on it. Again: 
Hath God given thee the white Stone with a new 
Name written in it? That is, the Stone of Abſoluti- 
on ? (as the Manner was among the Athenians, to 
give the Sentence of Abſolution by white Stones, 
as the Sentence of Condemnation by black Stones.) 
Hath he ever opened the Clouds? Hath He ever 
ſhewed Himſelf to you, and made your Hearts glad 
with the Light of his Conntenance,' in his Beloved? 
Have you ever found this Work in yourſelf, that 
after Trouble and Diſquiet within, upon a Sight 
of your Sins, Gop hath ſpoken Peace to you; that 
He hath ſaid to your Soul, I am thy Salvation ? 
Then reſt aſſured, thou haſt right Faith. 


OssERvr here, God's general Method of deal- 


ing with Sinners: He ſends a Wind that rends the 
Rocks, and brings down the Mountains, ſo much as 


makes the Way plain, before He can come in the 


Soft Voice. There muſt go always a Work of Hu- 
miliation before the Jeſtimony of the Spirit. But 
miſtake not here; as if turbulent Sorrow, and vio- 
lent Diſquiet of Mind, muſt always go before 


Peace: For it is not abſolutely required that there 
ſhould much Trouble go before. For altho' it be 


true, that GoD never ſpeaks Peace, but when ſome” 
Trouble, ſome convincing of the Spirit hath gone 


before; yet the Promiſe is made to the Coming to 


Ghrift, and not to the Preparation thereto. If a 


Man get to his Journey's End, it is no Matter 5 
e 
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he came there. If a Man find that he is in-Chri/, 
and hath a Teſtimony of Sonſhip from his Spirit, 
tho' he have not had ſuch a Work of Humiliation, 
as perhaps he expected, yet let him not doubt of 
the Soundneſs of his Faith. If the Mountains are 
broken down (after what Manner fo ever it was) 
that is enough: For if there come a ſoft Voice af- 
ter, whatſoeyer Preparations were. before (which 
are divers, for Gop works ſometimes after one 
Manner, and ſometimes after another): Thou haſt 
then Reaſon to joy in the Gop of thy Salvation; 
inalmuch,as true Faith is wrought in thy Heart. 


Bur now, what is this Soft Voice? This Iſhall 
endeavour to explain: And I take it to conſiſt in 
two Things: 1. One Thing is, when there is a 
Clearing of the Promiſe. When we open the-Pro- 
miſes, if Gop doth not join with us, and clear 
them to you, by kindling a Light within, you ſhall 
not be able to build upon [theſe Promiſes. : For 
tho“ it be true, the Word is near you, and the 
Promiſes are even in your Mouths,.yet,, except Goo 
new them, as clear as they are, you cannot ſae 
them. When Fe/us ſtood by Mary Magdalen, He 
was near enough, but, till her Eyes were apened, 
ſhe ſaw Him not: So, when we-preach theſe. Pro- 
miſes, When we lay them open, as near as may 
be, yet it muſt be the Work of the Spirit, to let 
you ſee them ſo as to reſt on them. Therefore 
that is one Part of this Seſt Voice to open the 
Goſpel unto you. 2. The other is the immediate Te- 
ſtimony of the Spirit, ſpoken of, Rem. viii. 16. 'The 
irit beareth Witneſs with aur Spirit: When Gap 
comes, and by a ſecret Teſtimony. of the Spirit, 
worketh a Perſuaſion in the Heart, that He is a 
Father, that he is a Friend, that is reconciled to 


us, 


* 
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Bur you will ſay, This may be a Deluſion. ift 
Therefore, I ſay, you muſt have both theſe Part. t! 
together. They are never diſ-joined. Gop never{Mcu 

gives the Witneſs of his Spirit, He never works ſuc) MW" 
an immediate TI eftimony, but it hath always ther. 
Teſtimony of the Word going with it. Conſider ** 

ani 


then, whether ever Gop hath ſpoken this to you, 
whether ever He hath wrought this Work in you, 
For Faith, you know, is wrought in this Manner; WW! 
The Spirit comes, and ſhews Chri to you; and. 
not only ſhews you his Merits, not only tells you" 
that He will be your Saviour, but ſhews you the WW" 
Beauty and Excellency of -Chri/t ; it ſhews you 
what Grace is, and makes you love it, and then WW 
He ſhews you Mercy. To this Word He adds 2 WM 
ſecond : Chri/t comes and diſcovers Himſelf to 23 
Man, and faith to him; I am willing to accept of WW" 
thee. When this is done on the Holy Ghoſt's Part, L* 
and we on our Part reſolve to take Him; this 1 

Faith indeed: When this Work is done, a Man Wl. 
may truly ſay, This Day ts Salvation come to me. WM” 
Now thou art ſure that all thy Sins are forgiven, vl 
now Faith is wrought in thy — = 


Tunis is one Means to try thy Faith: But be- 
cauſe this may be an ambiguous Means, I will ſhew WW" 
you ſeveral Effects of ſaving Faith, that, fo by tat- . 
ing a View of theſe, thou mayeſt judge of the BW” 
Soundneſs and Truth of thy own. 


- FirsrT, if Faith be true it-purifies the Heart. 
Hath thy Faith then, ſo brought Chrift into thy 
Heart, that He lives in thee, as He did in Paul; 
that thou canſt ſay truly, I am dead to Sin and a- 
live to Righteouſneſs ? That thou haſt mortified the 
Deeds of the Body by the Spirit? That thou findeſt 
another Life working in thee? For except thou 
find this; if thou find not ſuch a Life in * 


FaiTH and Love. 311 


i{ thou find thy Heart not purified; if there be not 
; thorough Reformation of Heart and Life; con- 
clude that thy Faith is not good: It is a Deluſion 
and not Faith. If the whole Bent of your Mind is 
turned from the World, and ſet upon Chriſt, this 
Faith indeed. But know that Faith in Chrift _ 
and Covetouſneſs, cannot ſtand together. When 
thy Mind goeth a whoring after thy Wealth, what 
halt thou to do with Chri/t? For, to take Chri/t, 
s.to turn the Mind from all "Things elſe to ſeek 
Him. Again, if thau wilt have Praiſe with Men, 


thou canſt not believe; it is impoſſible. And fo 
coſt thou think to follow any Pleaſure, or Luſt to * 
ſatisfy thy Fleſh, and to have Chrift too? No, thou 
canſt not: It is another Kind of Taking. You 
muſt turn in good Earneſt, turn to Gop upon 
found Ground, Therefore now let us come to the 
Lxamination of this. 


We think that Faith is nothing but a Perſwaſion 
that our Sins are forgiven: And thence it is, that 
Men are apt to be decieved in it. If we took Faith 
it is in Truth, to be a Marrying of ourſelves to 
Grit, with all our Hearts and Aﬀections; when 
lle hath given Himſelf to us, as in Marriage, and 
Fe are given to Him, in fo doing we ſhould never 
de deceived. Now if thou wouldſt know whether 
thy Faith be right, examine it as thou wouldſt exa- 
une another Thing. If you find Wine flat and 
lead, when you drink it, if it warms you not at 
the Heart, if it revives not your Spirits, you will 
ay, It is naught; if it were good Wine, it would 
this. If in the Spring you come to look on a ' 
Fant, and find no Fruit, nor Leaves thereon, you 
ay, this Plant is dead: So I ſay, if thou find not in 
tach this Effect upon thy Heart, that it works a 
general Change in thee, and fires not thy Soul with 
ere to Chi and his Ways; know that thou art 
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deceived; reſt not in thy preſent Faith, caſt it a. 
way, and get a right Faith, ſuch as will not deceive 
thee. Thus much for the right Sign of effectual 
Faith. 


SECONDLY, if thou wouldſt know whether thy 
Faith be true or no, conſider whether thou haſt the 
Spirit of Prayer: For whereſoever there is a Spirit 
of Faith, there is alſo a Spirit of Prayer. Faith you 
know, is wrought in us by the Spirit of Adoption. 
Now the Spirit of Adoption is the Spirit that tell 
you that ye are Sons. And whenſoever the Spirit 
tells a Man he is a Son, it teacheth him to pray: 
and therefore thoſe Words were added, that you 
cry, Abba, Father: That is, if thou have the Spirit, 
it will make thee able to do two "Things. 1. It 
will make thee cry; thy Prayers which thou makeſt 
ſhall be earneſt, and fervent; whereas they were cold 
before. And-2. not only ſo, but thou ſhalt ſpeak 
to Him, as to a Father; that is, thou ſhalt go to 
Gop, and look upon Him, as one doth upon a 
Father, upon One whoſe Love he is ſure of, of 
whoſe Favour he doubts not. It may be thou haſt 
prayed to Gon before, but not as to a Father: It 
is the Work of the Spirit to enable thee to do this; 
and this it does whenever it gives the Teſtimony 
of Sonſhip. 

Bur perhaps you will fay, every Body can pray. 
My Brethren, be not deceived. The Prayer ! 
mean, is not a Work of the Memory, or of the 
Wit. A Man that hath a good Wit, a ready In- 
vention, or a voluble Tongue, may make an ex- 
cellent Prayer, in his own Eſteem, and in the E- 
teem of others, but this is not truly to pray. True 
Prayer is the Work of Gop's Spirit. There is one 
Prayer which is the Voice of our own Spirit: I here 
is a ſecond Prayer, which is the Voice of Gops 


Spirit in us: that is, When the Heart comes 
{peas 
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peak as it is quickned, as it is actuated and moved 
by Gop's Spirit. Now, Gop #nonws the Voice of 
his own Spirit: For that maketh Requeſt according to 
bis Mill. But the Prayers which are made by the 
Voice of our own Spirit, He knows not; that is, 
He hearkens not to them. Confider then whether 
thy Prayer be ſuch, or whether, as it ought, it be 
the Voice of God's Spirit in thee. 


Bor thou wilt ſay, How ſhould I know that? 
Thou ſhalt know it thus; Doſt thou come to Him 
to a Father? A Man prays to Gop, it maybe, all 
his Life, but he comes to him as a Stranger: Now 
canſt thou come to Gop as to a Friend? As to a 
Father, as to one whoſe Favour thou art aſſured 
of? If thou canſt do this, then it is the Voice of 
God's Spirit in thee, then He regardeth thy Pray- 
ers: If not, be ſure it is no true Prayer; and if 
there be no true Prayer, there is no Faith, 


TrirDLy, If thou haſt Faith, thou haſt Peace: 


For Faith pacifies the Heart as well as puriſies it; 


as the Apoſtle faith, Rom. v. 1. Being juſtified by 
Faith, we have Peace with GoD. Haſt thou then 
that Peace that paſſeth all Underſtanding? You 
now, if a Man were an hundred Pounds in Debt, 
and ready to be caſt into Priſon, and ſaw not how 
to eſcape, and one ſhould promiſe to pay the Debt, 
and deliver him; if he believe this Friend, he is full 
of Peace; ſo if thou believe thy Pardon to be good, 
there will be Peace. 


Bur you will ſay, © Thereis many a Man hath 
Peace, who hath no Faith.” True: But I would 
alk; Is it a Peace that comes after War? Haſt 
thou Knowledge of that Enmity between Go p 
and thee? Haſt thou had the Senſe of it, and after 
this, haſt thou been reconciled again? Is it an unut- 
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terable Calm that followed after a Storm? If fo, it 
is true Peace. But as I faid before, if thou haſt 
been always eaſy, certainly this is a falſe Peace. 
When a Man is at Peace, not becauſe he hath ef. 
caped the Danger, but becauſe he never ſaw it, 
his Peace is blind; it is not true Peace. Again, 
conſider, Whether it be ſuch a Peace as Jay out 
Satan; and whether thou findeſt him aſſaulting thy 
Peace again. For, be thou aſſured, if Satan be 
caſt out, he will not let thee alone; thou ſhalt be 
ſure to have thy Peace aſſaulted; he will make many 
Rebellions againſt thee by the Fleſh and theW orld: 
And therefore, if thou find all quiet; if there are 
no ſuch Aſſaults in thee, be thou aſſured it is coun- 
terfeit Peace. But ſtill remember this, that-if there 
be Faith, there will be Peace; that is, the Heart 
will be at Reſt, it will be quiet in Gon. 


LASTL , The Concomitants of Faith, are Love, 

Joy and Humility. If therefore thy Faith be good, 
it will always have Love joined with it. There- 
fore, if thou wouldſt know, Whether thou haſt 
taken Chri/t indeed, conſider, whether thou loveſt 
Him, or no. 


PERHAPS you will ſay, „O yes, I love Chrift; 
I hope there is no Queſtion of that.” Every Man 
ſaith he loves Him, but where ſhall: one find one 
that loves Him indeed? Conſider, Doſt thou love 
Him in good Earneſt? If ſo, thou needeſt not go 
far to make Trial of it: Thou mayſt find it in thine 
Heart. For Love is the moſt ſenſible, the moſt 
active Affection of all others. If thou love the 
Loxn Je, thou feeleſt thy Affections ſtirring 
in thee towards Him, thy Heart longing after Him. 
Thou hateſt Sin, as being that which He hateth. 
Thou loveſt the Saints, thoſe that are like GoD, 


that are of ſuch a Diſpoſition as He is of. Thou 
art 


h 
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art willing to part with any Thing for Chris 
Sake, thy Wealth, thy Credit, thy Liberty, thy 
All. Therefore, conſider if Faith hath begotten 
ſuch a Love in thee; then thou canſt truly ſay, 
Tho) thou haſt not ſeen Him, yet thou loveſt Him. 


Taz ſecond Concomitant of Faith is Joy: So 
1 Pet. i. 8. In whom you have believed: hom tho 
you have not ſeen, yet you believe in Him, and joy with 
Jo unſpeakable and full of Glory: the Apoſtle plain- 

intimating, that where there is Faith, there is 
be And it muſt needs be ſo: As you know, he 
that had the Pearl, went away rejcicing; and, the 
Kingdom of GoD. confiſteth in Foy, and Peace, and 


| Righteouſneſs. Therefore conſider, and examine 


thine own Caſe: Haſt thou this Rejoicing in Chrift? 
This Rejoicing in the Forgiveneſs of Sins? If we 
ſhould examine Men's Faith by this, we ſhould 
find that there is but little in the World. Examine 
yourſelves then, you that now hear me; it may be 
it hath been tedious' unto you; it may be Juſtifi- 
cation and , Forgiveneſs of Sins are Things you 
take no great Pains for; you do not prize them 
much: but, if you were forgiven indeed, you 
would prefer it before all — it would com- 
fort you above any Thing. A: Man that hath 
known the Bitterneſs of Sin, and hath afterward 
come to the Aſſurance of Forgivenels, (that is) to 
have Faith indeed, will rejoice in it above all Things 
clle : All worldly Joy would be Nothing to it. 


Bur here you muſt be very wary ; for there is 

a falſe Joy: And therefore if thou wouldſt know 
whether the Joy which thou haſt be good or no, 
confider whether it hold out in Tribulation. The 
Apoſtle ſays, Rom. v. 3. Not only fo, but we rejoice 
alſo in Tribulation : As if he ſhould as where there 
s a falſe Faith, there may be much Rejoicing for a 
ee 2 while; 
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while; but we rejoice in Tribulations; yea, we 
not only rejoice in I ribulations, but our Joy is en- 
creaſed by them; they are as Fuel, they add to our 
Joy: As in Acts v. The Diſciples went +>" Re- 
Ae becaiſſe they were de worthy to ft Fer far 
Chril 


THe laſt Concomitant of Faith is Humility, If 
thy Faith be right, it will make thee vile in thine 
own Eyes. For what is true Faith, but that which 
brings Crit into the Heart, that which cauſeth 
Him to come and dwell with thee? Now whereſo- 
ever-Chri/? comes to dwell, He ſhews the Creature 
his Vileneſs, He makes him ſee what Creature he 
is; Whereas another that vainly profefieth he hath 
much Aſſurance, his Heart is lifted up. You know, 
when Gop drew near to Job, then he faw what a 
One He was which (he faw not before) and abher- 
red bimſelf in Dit and Aſhes. 


To conclude, if that be the Virtue of Faith 
to be effectual, then if you have Faith, uſe it. This 
you are able to do. For tho Gop work in you 
all the Work of Faith, yet He doth not work 15 
you only, but by you; He makes you Inſtruments; 
not dead, but living Inſtruments, to move of = 
ſelves. It i is true, that before you have Faith, you 
can do nothing. Before a Man hath Life, he is 
not able to ſtir; but when he hath Life, then he is 
able to move and tir; fo likewiſe when he hath 
Faith. When the Lamp is once lighted, you may 
feed it with Oil; and if you put more G to it, 

you ſhall have the greater Flame. I be Difficulty 
is to light it; and that is Gop's Work; He kindles 
the brit Fire, He works Faith in the Heart. But 


now, when thou haſt it, learn to uſe it. Doſt 
thou think a Neceſſity lies upon us to uſe other 


Talents, and not the Talent of Faith? According 
to 
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to Scripture, GoD rewards not Men according to 
the Habits they have only, but according to their 
Works: Therefore think not that thou thalt be re- 
warded according to thy Habits of Faith only: For 
Gop rewards us according to the Uſe of our Faith, 
according to the Works it brings forth, accordin 
to the Efficacy of it. Set thyſelf awork then, an 
thy Reward ſhall be accordingly. 


AGAIN, many have Faith, and uſe it not; but 
if thou uſe it not, thou ſhalt have little enough of 
it: The uſing of it, ſtrengthens it. It is Gop's 
uſual Manner, when He gives Faith to a Man, to 
give him Exerciſe to keep his Faith breathing. If 
2 Man have an Eſtate, what is he the better, if 
he uſe it not? What is a Man the better for a 
Friend, if he do not uſe him? Faith makes a Man 
a Friend to God; and will you make no Uſe of 
Gop? Will you have Gop in vain? Shall he be 
four Gop, and will you not uſe his Power, his 

iſdom, his Ability to hold you up, to help you 
upon all Occaſions? You ſhould make Uſe of Him; 
and then all that is his, is yours, it you make Uſe 
of it by Faith. 


AGAIN, if Faith be uſed, it is able to do much 
for us; if it lye ſtill, it will do nothing. Look 
how much thou uſeſt thy Faith, ſo much thou ſhalt 
be able to do. Therefore Chriſi ſaith, Be it accoru- 
ing to thy Faith: That is, not according to the Ha- 
bit of thy Faith, that lies dead, as a Talent wrap- 
ped up there; but, be it according to the Uſe of 
thy Faith. If thou ſet Faith on work, it will 
de able to do Wonders; to overcome the World; 
to work Righteouſneſs ;. to prevail with God and 
Men; it is able to go thro' the greateſt Matters. 
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Tue vſe thy Faith in comforting thyſelf; for 
that is one Uſe of it: Thou ſhould ſet it awork, 
*o fill thy Heart with Joy, out of the Aſſurance of 
the Forgiveneſs of Sin, and of the Privileges which 
thou haſt by Chi. 


AAN, if a Man ſet his Faith to work, he 
would be able to uſe the World, as if he uſed it 
not; he would not care for Loſſes and Croſſes, he 
would not grieve for them. He might walk with 
Gop in the upper Region, above the Storms. There 
is much Variety of Weather here below; now it is 
fair, and then it is foul; if a Man were above theſe, 
there is a continual Serenity: So it is with a Man 
that hath his Heart in Heaven; he ſoars aloft as the 
Eagle, and cares no more for Things below, than 
the Eagle cares for the Chirping of Sparrows. If 
have Gop, what is the Loſs of a Friend, of any 
Creature? If a Man ſuffer Wrong in his Name, 
what is it, if he have Praiſe of Gop ? Believe, 
fee Gop in his Greatneſs, have Praiſe of Him, 
and that will make thee contemn the Reft. What 
is Poverty to one that hath Treaſure in Heaven, 
to one that ſeeth he hath all Gop's Treaſures o- 
pened to him. If a Man would ſet his Faith at 
work in good Earneſt, he would be afraid of 11 
evil Tidings; he would ſay with himſelf, if there 
be no ill Tidings from Heaven, it is no Matter 
what comes on Earth; his Heart would be filled 
with Joy, and he would go thro' ill Report and goed 
Report, thro' Want, and thro Abundance, without 
being troubled with either; the one would not 
puff him up, nor the other deject him. 


SECONDLY, ſet Faith on work to ſanctify you, 
to mortify your Luſts, to revive and ſtrengthen 
you, in the inward Man, and to make it quick in 

every 
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every good Work. Faith is exceeding effectual to 
do this. | 


Set T Faith on work, to believe the Forgiveneſs 
of thy Sins, to believe the Love of Gop towards 
thee. This ſhall turn thy Heart from thy Sins to 
Gop: For there is no Way to mortify Luſts, and 
to quicken thy Heart, but to delight in Gop. The 
more thou believeſt that Gop is thine, the more 
Victory thou ſhalt get over thy Sins. If thou look 
on Gob as a Judge, that will turn thee away from 
Him; but when thou lookeſt upon Him as upon one 
that loves thee, this will win thine Heart to Him, 
and turn it from Sin, and thou ſhalt find Sin die 
and wither in thee, and thy Heart to grow in 
Grace. Whatſoever Sin is — by other Means 
it only lyeth hid: But when thou once loveſt Gon, 
if Chri/t ſhould come to thee and ſay, “If thou love 
Me, diſdain ſuch a Thing which I hate; 4:ep my 
Commandments; let not thy Converfation be in 
Wantonnels, in _ and Envying ; labour to glo- 
rify my Name, and to do Good to Mankind; be 
diligent in thy Calling;” thou wouldit gladly obey. 
So then, when thou wouldſt have thy Sanctification 
encreaſed, encreaſe thy Faith. The more thou bes 
licveſt, the more the Spirit of Chr is conveyed 
into thy Soul, The ſtronger thy Faith is, the 
more the Jap ſhall flow from Chriſi; the more large- 
ly He will ſead his Spirit into thy Heart, that makes 
thee joy in Him, and cauſeth thee to die to Sin, 
and live to Righteoulnels. 
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